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TRAVELS IN CANADA, 

&c. &c. 

CHAPTER I. 

VOYAGE. 

January y 1816. 

I SAILED from Liveq)opl on the 20th of January, af- 
ter having been detained several weeks by a continu- 
ance of west winds, which usually prevail through 
the greater part of the winter. Indeed, they have 
become so prevalent of late years, as to approach . 
very nearly to the nature of a trade wind. They 
forced us to lie to, twelve, out of the forty-four days 
we spent on our passage. Our vessel was an Ame- 
rican, excellently built and commanded. The Ame- 
rican Captains are supposed, with some reason, to 
^make quicker voyages than the English, with whom 
celerity was, during the war, a less essential object. 
They pride themselves on the speed of their ships 
as sportsmen do on that of their horses. Our Mi- 
nerva was one of the first class of these *' Horses of 
the Main." They prefer standing across the Atlan- 
tic in the direct line of their port, to the easier- but 
more tedious route of the trades. This sporting 
spirit commonly costs their passengers a few qualms 
of the stomach, but saves time ; no trifling conside- 
ration, when time is so miserably spent. 

Landsmen, who shrink from the seemingly endless 
breadth of the whole Atlantic, commonly divide it 
into three distances, viz. : the Azbres, the Banks, 
apd Soundings. Nothing occurred to make the lati- 
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tude of the Azores cognizable by terrestrial ejres ; 
but the discolouring of the water, and a heavy in- 
cumbent fog sufficiently evinced our approach to the 
Banks ; these symptoms were accompanied by the 
usual degree of cold, which indicates the proximity 
of land, whether above the water or below it. We 
made the following observations on the temperature 
in this neighbourhood : 





Time. 


Air, 


Water. 


Peb. 14. 


6 p. M. ■ 


66« 


590 


15. 


9 A. M. 


53* 


480 




IQ A. u. 


50» 


430 




11 A. M. 


480 


380 




1 p. M. 


460 


330 




6 p. M. 


380 


320 


le. 


10 A. M. 


^0 


330 






soundings 35 feet. 


17. 


10 A. M. 


380 


570 




2 p. M. 


400 


570 


18. 


9 A. 11. 


a20 


•40 



19. 12 A. M. eoo 6iO» 

We had eagerly anticipated a regale of cod fish on 
the Banks ; lines "were thrown out, and the silver 
mail of one victim sooh glistened, as he ascended 
through the green wave ; but, alas ! he proved no 
harbinger of fortune, and it seemed as if he had beea 
made the cat's paw of his mute society, who, by no 
means satisfied with the result of their first experi* 
ment, refused unanimously to repeat it. Luckily we 
were not imitating the heroes of the *^ Almanack des 
Gourmand»9*^ who in old and modern days, hlive made 
the grand tour of gluttony for the express purpose 
of surfeiting themselves at every classkk spot with 
the delicacy which had won its renown. 

* Some of these yariatioos seem to indicate tbe Tempera^ 
lure of the Gulf Rtreara, into which we were sometimes forced 
hj the prevalence of N. W. winds, without knowing it ; the 
American Caiptains very commonly use the Thermometer to 
ascertain this circomstance. 



Digitized by 



Google 



TOTAfifi. 7 

Od tbe 2Tthj ire touched on the Gulf Stream, 
wbere it flows round tbe Bank, and made the follow- 
ing observations : — 

Air* Water. Lons., I^t. 

April 27. li A. II. 520 649 64« w.* 39» 34' M. 

28. 9 A. V. 53« b29 

29. 10 A. M. 60» 34® 68® w. 39« 22' n. 
March 1. 12 a. m. 5^ 480 TO* w. 39® SC n. ' 

e. le a. m. 49* 450 

It is to this difference of temperature betwixt the 
Gulf Stream and the adjacent waters, that M. Yolney 
attributes the Bank fogs. He observes, (Tome 1, 
Page 238,) - 

** II en d^it r4mlter U double effet d^une Evaporation plus 

^ abotidante^ provcguie par la iiideur de ces eaux exoiiques 

-^ el d*une condinBotion plus etendue^ d raison de la froideur 

" des eaux indigenes et de leur atmosphere, qui pridsiment 

** Sfi trouve dans la direction des vents du nord-estJ^* 

There is some difficulty in this part of the voyage, 
to escape the action of the stream to tbe south, which 
soon begins to be sensible, and at the same time to 
avoid the dangerous shoals of Nantucket to the north. 

I felt little concern about Nantucket, at this tine, 
eipcept to keep at a respectful distance from it ; but 
I have since met with some interesting particulars 
relative to this inglorious little island. Its inhabi- 
itaots are reckoned at 5000, some of whom are worth 
20,000^ each. It contains 2;},000 acres of land, and 
was originally possessed by the Nantucks, an In- 
dian tribe) some of whom still remain on it, having 
peaceably incorporated with the Europeans, and 
joioed in their occupations. The soil was originally 
a barren sand, but the industry of the inhabitants has 

* Fide Humboldt's <H)seryations on the Variations of Tem- 
perature in tbe Gulf Stream, and on tbe Bank. — ** Personal 
Narrative,** vol. 1, page 50. He observes a difference of only 
13^ between tbem. This was in June. Fide, also, M. Vol- 
ney's Table of experiments, page 235, in which the greatest 
difference is 23*. Ours was 3P. 
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made it capable of pasturing large flocks of sheep, 
which constituted, in the infancy of the settlement, a 
common stoc^, but their chief employment is whale- 
ing, at which they are equally diligent and dar/ng ; 
doubling Cape Horn in pursuit of their game. The 
profits of this trade afford them both the necessaries 
and comforts of life. The luxuries are forbidden 
both by their character and religion, which is unmjx- 
. ed Presbyterianism. The only recreation they used 
to allow, themselves, was driving in parties to a little 
spot, which they rescued from barrenness, converted 
into a kind of publick garden. The traveller, from 
whom I borrow this account, gives a lively picture of 
their hospitality, and of the simplicity of their man- 
ners,^ which supersedes the necessity of those inven- 
tions and restraints so inefficient in more polished so- 
cieties. The whole community affords an admirable 
instance of what human industry will effect, when 
left to the unshackled direction of its own exer- 
tions. They have, particularly the women, an odd 
habit of taking a small quantity of opium every morn- 
ing. It is difficult to divine whence they have im- 
ported this unwholesome luxury .f The only books 
this traveller found in the island, except the bible, 
where Hudibras and Josephus ; many of the inhabi- 
tants could repeat lines of the former, without having 
much notion to what they referred. Martha^ vine- 
yard is a settlement of much the same kind as Nan- 
tucket. It derives its name from that part of it 
which was originally the portion of the first settler's 
daughter^ They formerly constituted part of th6 
State of New York, but now of Massachusetts. 

The last few days of our passage were blest with 
such favouring gales, and an atmosphere so warm and 

* He mentions a great ootcry raised in the commonwealth, 
by the luxury of a spring waggon. 

+ 1 have since heard it remarked, that this practice is very/ 
general in America.' 
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bright that the sea gods seemed resolved we should 
part good friends.— Unluckily this gleam of good for- 
tune was extinguished in a cold b^avj fog, when we 
approached the American coast, by which we were 
deprived of the lovely prospect which opens upon 
the entrance of the harbour of New York. We 
anchored close to the quays^ and eagerly began to 
escape from the place of our durance, which Dr. 
Johnson flatters when he styles '' it a prison, with a 
chance of being drowned." The chance of being 
drowned forms the least of its miseries. In most 
cases it is a complete annihilation of all faculties, both 
of mind and body: perhaps I should except that of 
mastication, which went on, generally with great vig- 
our, during the whole of the voyage. — I owe honour- 
able mention to our" Compagnons de Voyage^'* 
who, though of many trades and nations, united in 
the maintenance of harmony, and in support of the 
general weal. We were about eighteen in number ; 
among whocrt were several Americans, who contri- 
buted their full share of good humour and sociability. 
We disputed for the honour of our countries, but our 
disputes invariably ended, as, it were to be wished^ 
all national disputes should end, in a hearty laugh ; 
and when I saw, during these forty-four days, how 
easily the jarring elements of our body corporate 
blended for general convenience, I was induced to 
think the rulers of the Earth take too much both pains 
and credit unto themselves, for holding together the 
patch-work of society. 
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CHAPTER II. 



NEW YORK. 

March 5th. 

^EW York is built od the tongue of land, at the 
point of which the Hudson and East rivers effect 
their junction. The principal street (Broadway) 
runs along the ridge, and terminates -in a small pa- 
rade, planted with trees, designed originally for a bat- 
tery ; a destiny it fulfilled during the war ; but since 
<> the piping time of peace," it has again reverted to 
the occupancy of fashionable pedestrians, and moon-» 
light lovers. — From this point the eye commands, 
towards the left, the coast of Long Island, with the 
wooded heights of Brooklyn ; on the right, Sandy- 
Hook, with the mountain shores of Jersey ; while 
the mouth of the Bay lies before it, studded with 
bastioned islands, and gay with the white canvas of 
the American river craft, glancing like graceful sea- 
birds through their native element. From Broad- 
way, streets diverge irregularly to either river, and 
terminate in extensive warehouses, and quays, con- 
stantly crowded. The houses are generally good, 
frequently elegant, but it requires American eyes to 
discover that Broadway competes with the finest 
streets of London or Paris. New York is reckoned 
to contain at present about 100,000 inhabitants, and 
is spreading rapidly northward. I was told that 
2000 houses were contracted for, to be built in the 
ensuing year. There are fifty churches, or chapels, 
of different sects ; a ^roof that a national church is 
not Indispensable for the maintenance of religion. 



Digitized by 



Google 



NSW YORK. 11 

Tbe Town Hall is an elegant building of white 
marble, standing at right angles to Broadway. The 
plot of ground in front of it is railed round and plant- 
ed. The interior is well arranged for the purposes of 
business. The state rooms of (he Mayor and Cor- 
poration are ornamented with the portraits of several 
of the Governours of New York, and whole lengths of 
the officers most distinguished during the late war. 
Some of these seemed well executed ; but if the 
State should always reward iipon as large a scale, 
their future heroes must consent to occupy the gac- 
rets of the building. There is a good portrait of the 
first Dutch Governour of the State. That of Coliioi- 
bus was repairing. It is a considerable defect in 
this building, that the basement story is of a red 
granite, which, at a distance, has the appearance of 
brick. The staircase is circular, lighted by a cupo- 
la, and, in the style of its construction, not unlike 
tfaat of Drury-lane theatre. The state rooms, and 
courts of justice are on (he first floor. The sessions 
court was sitting during my visit, and I went in. 
My first impression arose from the truly republican 
plainness of justice, stripped of all *' pomp and cir- 
cuQi^tance," flowing wigs, ermine, and silk gowns. 
JBoth the Judges and Connsellors were in the dress 
of private gentlemen, the latter hardly to be distin- 
guished from the spectators, who, without much ce- 
remony, crowded round the tribunal. A female was 
tried for stealing several hundred dollars; she was 
found guilty, and sentenced to imprisonment. The 
punishment of death is abolished in the state of New 
York in all cases, except murder and arson : other 
crimes are punished by confinement and labour. 
To America belongs the glory of having first made 
the experiment of the least waste of life with which 
society can be preserved. The General Hospital 
aod Lunatic Asylum are contiguous buildings. I 
had an opportunity of visiting Ihem with one of the 
Physicians, and was pleased to observe the feeling 
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kindness of his manner towards the unfortunate vic- 
tims of insanity, who seemed to greet him as a 
friend. One patient was pointed out to us, whose 
delusion consisted in imagining himself black. 

I spent an evening at the theatre. It is a shabby 
building without, and poorly lighted and decorated 
within. The play was Columbus^ a wretched hash 
of different plays and stories, miserably acted. The 
audience, like that of a Portsmouth theatre, consisted 
almost entirely of men. — I saw nothing resembling a 
Lady in the house, and but few females. The Ame- 
ricans are generally considered to have little taste for 
the drama ; or for musick, beyond what is necessary 
for a dance ; dancing being in New York, as in most 
parts of the world, the favourite amusement of the 
ladies ; they dance cotillions, because they fancy they 
excel in French dances, and despise country dances 
for the same reason. The young men have the cha- 
racter of being dissipated, living much apart from 
their families in boarding houses. Good dinners are 
in high esteem in the upper commercial circles, and 
I had occasion to bear witness both to the skill of 
their cooks, and the hospitality of the entertainers.^ 

I was naturally curious to visit the famous Steam 
frigate, or Floating Battery, built for the defence of 
the harbour ; this favour I obtained through Dr. 
Mitchell, the great philosopher of New York, of 
whom it is fit to mention, that he has been lately en- 

* Two carious instaDces of disease were related at ooe of 
these dinner parties by General North. One, of the tarantula 
infection, in which the sufferer, a^ female, was vebemently af- 
fected by musick, and the application of particular odours, la 
discovering which she evinced an acuteness of smell, infinitely 
beyond what, is found in the healthful state. The other was 
the case of a female^ who was attacked by lethargy, at the end 
ofgvhich her memory had wholly forsaken her, so that she was 
obliged ^o begin again the rudiments of education ; but upon a 
recurrence of the fit, a considerable time afterwards, she awoke, 
perfectly restored to a recollection of all she had known pre* 
vious to the first attack of the disease. 
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gaged in the Ictbyology of his country, and has dis- 
covered, or, to use his own expression, *' can lift up 
his hand and declare," that the Smelt of the Trans- 
atlantic epicure is neither ipore nor less than the 
^tnelt so honoured by European gourmands. He is 
besides a man of considerable mechanical science^ 
and mentioned several of his plans for the improve- 
ment of the Steam Frigate, in constructing which I 
believe he bore a principal part. One plan was to 
obviate the intolerable heat in the neighbourhood of 
the engines, b;^ introducing fresh air through tubes 
near the surface of the water, bent upwards to pre- 
vent its entering. Another was to discharge from 
the engine a force of water sufficient to overwhelm 
any boarding boat, or drench the gun deck of any 
ship alongside. — The length of the frigate is 150 feet ; 
breadth of beam 60 ; and thickness of sides four 
feet. She works either way, and is said to be suffi- 
ciently manageable, and well calculated for harbour 
defence. 

Considerable apprehensions were entertained dur- 
ing the war, of a domiciliary visit to New York by a 
British squadron* This alarm gave birth to the va- 
rious forts and batteries which now grin defiance on 
the different islets at the mouth of the river, and pro- 
ject from several points along the quays of the town. 
Fortifications were also thrown up on the opposite 
heights of Brooklyn, on Long Island, where they 
command the city. I made a tour of them one morn- 
ing, and found five forts or redoubts connected by 
bastioned lines. The three on the right were cp>rer- 
ed by an inundation, the remainder sufficiently ap- 
proachable. The whole are now abandoned, and 
hastening to decay. The soil of the island is sand, 
mixed with scattered blocks of talkous granite,^ used 
for paving the city. 

"" Besides Granite, I picked up Quartz with Cholrite, and L7* 
diao stone. 
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There is a small museum in New York, the best 
part of which is. a collection of birds, well preserred ; 
* and the worst a set of wax work figures, among whom 
are Saul in a Frenchman's embroidered coat, the 
Witch of Endor in the costume of a House-maid, and 
Samuel in a robe de chambre and cotton night-cap. 
The establishment is not in verj learned hands, to 
judge bj the labels on the diOerent Articles : I read 
on one, " a peace of Seder," vice " a piece of Cedar." 
I had little means of ascertaining the. state of litera* 
lure in New York. Books were extremely dear : 
cheap editions are indeed struck off of all our modem 
Poets, but they are more expensive than books of 
the same size in England, and are miserably incor- 
rect. The Edinburgh and Quarterly Reviews are 
reprinted as soon as they arrive, and are in great re- 
quest ; but I could hear of no American Review or 
Magazine, which even American Booksellers would 
recommend. I met however with a few good works 
of native growth : Wilson's Ornithology is not only 
interesting for its descriptions, but the plates are exe- 
cuted and coloured in a very superiour style. I 
found a calculation in it relative to the flocks of wild 
pigeons, which move annually northward, from the 
iback ,of the central and southern states, enough to 
startle an European reader, but which has in a great 
measure been confirmed to me by eye witnesses. 
He says, " he observed a flock passing betwixt Franc- 
fort and the Indiana territory, one mile at least in 
breadth ; it took up four hours in passing, which, at 
the rate of one mile per minute, gives a length of 
240 miles, and supposing three pigeons, to each square 
yard, gives 2, ^.'JO, 272,^00 pigeons.'* Their breed- 
ing places he describes as many miles in extent. 
Birds oF prey glut themselves above, hogs and other 
animah are fattened with the squabs which tumble 
down, and cover the ground, on every high wind. 
Thi^ prodigious increase seems to resemble nothing 
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SO much as the herring shoals.^ Indeed both the 
aerial and aquatick communities seem to stand in 
need of Mr. Malthus's checks to superabundant po- 
pulation.f It would be ing^titude to quit New York 
without mention of its erudite and right pleasant His- 
torian, Diedrich Knickerbocker,;]; wb6se history of 
the first Dutch governours of the settlement deserves 
a favoured niche by the side of the revered Cid Ha- 
met Benengeii, and the facetious Biographer of my 
Uncle Toby. 

* '* The Turtle Doves are so numerous in Canada, that the 
Bishop has been JTorced to exeommunicate them oftener thaa 
once, upon account of the damage they do to the produce of 
the earth. We embarked and made towards a meadow in the 
neighbourhood of w|iich the trees were covered with that sort 
of fowls more than with^ leaves. For just then it was the sea- 
son in which they retire from the north countries and repair to 
the southern climates, and one would have thought that all the 
Turtle Doves upon earth had chosen to pass through this place." 
— Lahontan. 1. Letter xi. 1687. 

f To preserve th^ skins of birds, Mr. Wilson recommends a 
strong solution of arsenick to be rubbed within side, and a lit- 
tle powdered arsenick to be sprinkled outwardly, with camphor 
in the box. 

t Washington Irvine, Esq. 
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CHAPTER III. 



STEAM BOAT. 



I EMBARKED OH the 9th of March, in the Paragon 
gteam packet, from New York to Albany. The 
winter had been leas severe than usual, which induc- 
ed the captain to attempt making his way up the' 
Hudson earlier than is customary. These steam 
boats are capable of accommodating from 2 to 300 
passengers ; they are about 120 feet in length, and a^ 
elegant in their construction as the awkward-looking 
machinery in the centi^ will permit. There are two 
cabins, one for the ladies, into which no gentleman is 
admitted without the concurrence of the whole com- 
pany. The interior arrangements, on the whole, re- 
flemble those of our best packets. I was not without 
apprehension, that a dinner in such a situation, for 
above 150 persons, would very much resemble the 
scramble of a mob ; I was however agreeably surpris-^ 
ed by a dinner handsomely served, very good atten- 
dance, and a general attention to quiet and decorum : 
^' Truly, thought I, these republicans are not so 
barbarous." Indeed when the cabin was lighted up 
for tea and sandwiches in the evening, it more re- 
sembled a ball-room supper, than, as might have been 
expected, a stage-coach meal. The charge, includ- 
ing board, from New York to Albany, 160 miles, is 
seven dollars. 

We started under the auspices of a bright frosty 
morning : The first few minutes were naturally spent 
by me in examining the machinery, by means of 
which our huge leviathan, with such evident ease, 
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won \tT way against the opposing current : but more 
interesting objects are breaking fast on the view ; on 
.our right are the sloping side? of New York Islandf 
studded with villas, over a soil from which the hand 
of cultivation has long since rooted its woodland glo- ' 
ries, substituting the more varied decorations of park 
and shrubbery, intersected with brown stubbles and 
meadows ; while on our left, the bold features of na- 
ture rise, as \tx days of yore, unimpaired, unchangea-^ 
ble ; grey cliSs, like aged battlements, tower perpen- 
dicularly from the water's edge to the height of seve- 
ral hundred feet,"* 'Hickory, dwarf oak, and stunt- 
ed cedars, twist fantastically within their crevices, 
and deepen the shadows of each glen into which they 
occasionally recede ; huge masses of disjointed rocks 
are scattered at intervals below; here the sand has 
collected sufficiently to afford space for the wood- 
man's hut, but the narrow waterfall, which in summer 
turns his saw-mill, is now a mighty icicle glittering to 
the morning sun ; here and there a scarcely percepti- 
ble track conducts to the rude wharf, from which the 
- weather-worn lugger receives her load of timber for 
the consumption of the city. A low white nronii- 
ment near one of these narrow strands marks the spot 
on which the good and gallant Hamilton offered the 
sacrifice-of Ihs life to those prejudices, which noble 
ininds have so seldom dared to despise. He cross- 
ed from the State of New York to evade the laws of 
his country*, and bow to those of false shame and mis- 
taken honour. His less fortunate adversary still sur- 
viveiif^in New York, as obscure and unnoticed as he 
was odce-eonspicuous. 

Evening began to close in as we approached the 
highlands : The banks on either side towered up 
more bdldly, and a wild tract of mountain scenery 
rose beyond them : The river, which had been gra- 

* 

* The whole of this ridge closely resembles Undercliff in the 
Isle of Wight. 

3 
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dually widening, now expanded into a capacioua take» 
to which the eye could distinguish no outlets ; flight* 
•f wild fowl were skioiming over its smooth surface 
to their evening shelter, and the labt light of day rest* 
ed faintly on a few white farm houses, glimmering at 
intervals from the darkening thickets : Verplank's 
Point shuts the northern extremity of this first basin: 
The River continues its course within a cliff-bound 
chaimel, until, after a few miles, it again opens out 
amid the frowning precipices of West Point : Here 
are the same features of scenery as at Yerplank's 
Point, but loftier mountains skirt the lake ; and cliffs 
of more gigantic stature almost impend above the 
gliding sail.^ The DK»on was riding in a cloudksv 
sky, and as her silver colouring fell on the grey cliflSi 
of the left banks, the mountains on the othe> side' 
projected their deepened shadows, with encreased 
solemnity, on the unruffled waters. / 

This was the land of romance to the early settlers • 
Indian tradition had named the Highlands tha prison 
within which Manetho confined the spirits rebellioua 
to his power, until the mighty Hudson, rolling through 
the stupendous defiles of West Point, burst asunder 
their prison house ; but they long lingered near the 
plaite of their captivity, and as the blasts howled 
through the valleys, echo repeated their groans to 
the startled ear of the solitary hunter, who watched 
by his pine-tree fire for the approach of morning. 
The lights, which occasbnally twinkled from the se- 
questered bay, or wooded promontory, suffichsntiy 
told that these fancies, like the Indians, who had in- 
vented or transmitted them, nuist by this time have 
given way to the unpoetick realities of civilised life. 

Masses of floating ice, which had, at interval* 
through the evening, spilt upon the bow of our ark, 
became. so frequent immediately oa our passing West 

* Tbe ajrerage of these helghtt is probably abo«t S90 feet ; 
the highest is reckoned at llOOw 
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Point, as to oblige us to come to anchor for the night ; 
a pretty sure prognostick that there was nearlj an 
end to our feather-bed travelling. The* next morn- 
ing we found ourselves Ijing close to the flourishing 
littte settlement of Newburgh, on the right bank of 
the river : Our paptain having concluded to termi- 
nate his voyage here, moved over to Fishkill, on the 
opposite shore, to give us means of accommodating 
ourselves with convey ancesV in the best way we 
could. 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 20 ] 
CHAPTER IV. 

NEW YORK TO ALBANY. 



March 10th. VerplankVPoiDt, 
West-Poiot, 
Newburgb, } 
PishkiU, \ • • 
nth. Poughkeepsie, 
Rhioebeck, 


44 miles, 
14 

8 

14 

20 


12th. Clerniont, 
Kioderhook, 
^ Schodach, Van Valtenburgs, 
13th. Albany, 


40 

8 

12 



160 Miles. 



Wb were conveyed to Poughfeepsie in a kind of 
covered car( : The West-Point bills lay in a long 
ridge behiiki us, stretching east and west. The 
Country through which we passed, though compa- 
ratively low, undulated in the same direction. 
About three miles from Fishkill a wild torrent rush- 
ed over its bed of broken rocks, across the road: 
The romantick bridge 0ung over its brawling course, 
the mi^ on its craggy banks, and the deep wood- 
en glen, down which it hastens to the Hudson, 
deserve a place in every traveller's journal. Pough- 
keepsie was the first country town, or rather village, ^ 
I had seen ; and as the features of all are much alike, 
it shall be described for a specimen. Houses of wood, 
roofed with shingles, neatly painted, with generally 
from four to six sash windows on each floor, two sto- 
ries high, and a broad veranda, resting oil neat wood- 
en pillars, along the whole of the front : such is the 
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comiDoii style of house-building through the whole 
State : It unites to cleanly neatness a degree of ele- 
gance, confined in England to the cottage orn^e; 'but 
here common to all houses ; very few sink to a meaner 
fashion : thi^eems strange to the eye accustomed to 
a hundred wretched hovels for one habitation of grace- 
ful cbmfort ; but poverty has not yet wandered beyond 
the limits of great towns in America ; in the country 
every man is a land owner, and has competence with- 
in his grasp; ^^ O fortunatos nimium sua si bona 
norint/^ The whole of this beautiful passage may 
be well applied to American farmers : To them the 
eartl^ is ^^ most just," for they are industrious and 
enterprising, and they have not yet discovered the 
necessity of yielding 10 parts of their earnings to 
their Government, to take care of the remaining 
20tfa. At Poughkeepsie, as in. almost all American 
towns, are two or three large inns, in which dinner 
is provided at a certain hour, for all travellers en 
masse; nor is it an 'easy matter any where to pro- 
cdre a separate meal ; indeed privacy, either- in 
eating, sleeping, conversation, or government, seems 
quite unknown and unknowable to the Americans, to, 
whom it appears, whether political or domestick, a 
most unnatural as well as uni^easonable desire, which 
only Englishmen are plagued with. 

There is ho want of churches, either here or in 
any other village of this state, but they are all built 
of the same perishable materials : Mr. Jefferson, in 
his " Notes on Virginia," objects to this method of 
building, which adds nothing to the riches of the 
state ; biit as long as wood continues plentiful and 
labour dear, houses will be built in the readiest and 
cheapest manner*. The same fashion was once 
general in our own country : Knickerbocker, in his 
humorous way, thus describes this passion of the 
Yankee settler for building large wooden houses. 

Improvement is his darling paission, and having 
thus improved his lands, the next care is to provide 
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mansion worthy the residence of a landbold^. A 
huge palacd of pineboards imoiediately springs up 
in the midst of the wilderness, large enough for a 
parish church, and furnished with. windows of ail 
dimensions, but so rickety and flimsy withal, that 
every blast gives it a fit of the ague. By the time 
the outside of this mighty air castle is completed,, 
either the funds or the zeal of our adventurer are 
exhausted, so that be barely manages to half finish 
one room within, where the whole family burrow to* 
gether, while the rest of the house is devoted to the 
curing of pumpkins, or storing of carrots and pota- 
toes, and is decorated with fanciful festoons of wilt- 
, ed peaches and dried apples. The outside, re- 
maining unpainted, grows venerably black with time : 
The family wardrobe is laid under contribution for 
old hats, petticoats, and breeches, to stuff into the 
broken windows. The humble log hut, which whil- 
ome nestled this improving family snugly within its 
narrow but comfortable walls, stands hard by in ig- 
nominious contrast, degraded into a cowhouse or 
pig«stye ; and the whole scene reminds one forcibly 
of a fable, which, I am surprised has never .been 
recorded, of an aspiring snail, who quitted his hum- 
ble habitation, which he filled with great respecta- 
bility, to crawl into the empty shell of a lobster, 
where he would no doubt, have resided in great style 
and splendour, the envy and hate of all the pains- 
taking snails of his neighbourhood, had he not acci- 
dentally perished with cold in one corner of his stu- 
pendous mansion." ' 

About a mile from Poughkeepsie we were sur- 
prised to meet a very handsome covered sociable, 
drawn by four excellent horses, sent, we were told 
for the accommodation of the gentleman I ,was ac- 
companying to Canada : almost at the same instant, a 
mounted courier rode up to tell us his master had 
vehicles prepared for us ; this extraordinary zeal 
arose from the competition of these two proprie- 
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tors, who bad heard of our comings and probable 
wants, Irom some fellow passengers, who had a few 
minutes start of us ; we had considerable diflBculty . 
in adjusting their civil claims, yielding however the 
palm of preference to the one who had so actively 
exhibited a specimen of his means : He engaged to 
convey ourselves, four servants, and baggage, to 
Albany, for 150 dollars : a charge we found ko rea- 
sonable that we made him some additional compen- 
sation at the end of the journey. Let therefore 
Mr. Butler's name, carriage, horses, and drivers^ 
descend with honour to posterity, should posterity 
ever make inquiries about him, or them. What 
precise proportion of this moderation was owing to 
the strong spirit of opposition betwixt him and his 
neighbour, may be left to the calculating conjectures 
of the worldly reader. 

At Kinderhook we found a militia court martial 
going forward. Curiosity induced us to step for a 
moment info the ^^ Hall of Justice," where a scene 
presented itself on which Hogarth would have ban- 
queted : The Cobnel President sat at the head of 
the tab^e ; a cocked hat, equal in size to three de- 
generate Wellingtons of modern days, with a crim- 
son feather, adorned his untrimmed locks, " but red- 
der than the pJume so red," a nose, aU gemmed and 
carbuncled, flamed beneath it ; a coloured silk hand- 
kerchief was tied loosely round his neck ; before 
him stood a large jug of whiskey punch, and beside 
it the swords of his fellow judges bundled together, 
while their owners, in heterogeneous garb, half-farm- 
er, half-soldier, sate round the table, posing, in quaint 
phrase of guessing, and mistering, the witnesses, 
who, to prevent discordant evidence, were all placed 
in court to bear one aoother'a story. 

We slept this night at the village of Schodaeh, 
where the clean little inn, and obliging family of 
Mr. Van Valtenburgh merit our grateful remem- 
brance; the whole establishment is a pattern of 
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Dutch neatness, wfth not a little of English com- 
fort : It was the more agreeable to us, from our hav- 
ing here first got rid of the train of passengers, who 
were turned.out with ourselves' from the steam boat, 
and had been flooding every inn we came to ever 
since : I found, among a small collection of books 
belonging to Miss Van Valtenburgh, Miss Edge- 
worth's " Patronage ;" indeed I wtent into few 
American houses, without meeting with some of our 
papular work?. Surely it must be no inconsiderable 
flource of gratiflcation to such writers as Scott and 
Edgewortb, to think their productions are circulated, 
''to raiae the morals, and amend the hearts'* of the 
dwellers on the Hudson, and the borderers of Lake 
Champlain. 

We approached Albany through a Country gently 
undulating,^ and pretty thickly intersected with for- 
ests, from which, however, their noblest timber has 
been almost wholly extracted. On the right bank 
of the Hudson, a bold ridge of mountains extends 
from Katskill to the neigbourhood of Albany, (called 
the Katskill Ridge) ^ altogether in the direction of 
the river. Dr. Mitchell found the basis of these 
mountahir to xonsist of the same freestone as that of 
the BIp Ridge, of which be conceives them to be a 
prolonjgation, and to mark the limit betwixt thq^ re- 
gion or>freestone and that of granite. Nearly oppo- 
site to Albany is Oreenbush, a large wooded bill, 
on which are barracks, it is said, for near 10,000 
men. We found a regular road to the town across 
Ae ice, and prepared, not without some misgivings 
for the future, to part from Mr. . Butler's excellent 
four-in-hand. 

* The highest poiat of this ridge has been estimated at 
3549 feet. Vide Volney, <* Tableau da Climat," 6fc. torn. I. 
p. 35. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



ALBANY. 



It IB CHriouB to find a considerable remnant of feudal- 
iBDi in a young democracy of North Araericap This, 
however, is the case in the neigh bonr hood of Al- 
bany. A Dutch gentleman, Mr. Van Rensselaer, still 
retains the title of Patroon ; his seigniories are said to 
extend over thirty miles of territory, burthened with 
all the catalogue of incidents, fines, tolls) quit-rents, 
reservations, proprietorships of mills, &c. &c. com- 
mon to old European tenures. Many of the neighbour- 
ing villages continue almost entirely Dutch, among 
which, improvement, probably from the above cir- 
cumstarice, goes on very slowly. The town of Alba- 
ny has a gay, thriving appearance,^ with nothing 
Dutch about it but the names of some of its inhabi- 
tants. What traces of primeval manners still linger 
in their domestic economy; I am not entitled to de- 
cide : the historian of New York, in the first volume 
of his erudite Researches, p. 157, does indeed charge 
<<some families in Albany" with still keeping up an 
economical expedient of their ancestors for sweeten- 
ing tea, viz. by suspending '^ a large lump of sugar di* 
rectjy over the tea-table, by a string from the ceiling, so 
that it could be swung from mouth to mouth." It is 
probable, however, he found some reason to doubt 
the continuance of this custom, during his last visit to 
Albany, after the publication of his work : vide an 
" Account of the Author," prefixed to his history, p. 
ix. One specimen of Dutch manners did indeed fall 
under my own observation at Scbodach. An old 
lady, who bad finished her morning drive before we 

4 
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had begun ours, was saluted by our landlord's daugh- 
ter with the pristine ceremony of a small stove of 
warm coals, decorously introduced beneath her full- 
flowing petticoats. 

Albany being the seat of government for New 
York, has a parliament-house, dignified with the name 
of the Capitol, which, as in duty bound, stands upon 
a hill, and has a lofty columned porch ; but as the 
building is but small, it looks all porch. Thei'e is a 
miserable little museum here, with a group of waxen 
figures, representing the execution of Louis XVI., 
brought from France : it is impossible not to give 
them the praise of being natural, if a ghasty sem- 
blance of life, so close as to make one start, deserve 
the name. The furious attitude of the executioner, 
stretching out his arms from the top of the scaffold- 
steps, eager to receive his victim ; the hard counte- 
nance of the commiSf seated, with his watch in hit 
hand, to minute down the fatal stroke ; the features 
of the unfortunate king, " Fallens morte futur^y^ all 
possess this merit in no small degree. While I was 
looking through the museum, three Oneida Indians, 
the first I had seen, came to the keeper to borrow 
some articles of Indian dress and' armoury to exhibit 
that evening at the theatre. They wore pretty near- 
ly the European dress, excepting a kind of cloak fold- 
ed over one shoulder, and a ribbon round their hats. 
The spokesman of the three, i very handsome young 
man, was, I was told, son to the principal chief. I 
saw him on the stage in the evening, beating a kind of 
drum, and accompanying the war-dance of his com- 
panions with a low monotonous song. It seemed a 
melancholy sight : the sons of the once free masters 
of the soil exhibiting themselves to the scornful mirth 
of those who had spoiled them of their inheritance. 

To be robbed, corrupted, and degraded is the in- 
variable lot of the Indian who comes in contact with 
the civilization of Europe. Nobler he, 

** Who forward rnsbes with iodignant grief, 
** Where never foot has trod the fallen leaf." 
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CHAPTER VII. 



THE FALLS OF THE MOHAWK. 

%T HAiHBTER a couiitrf aSords worth seeing, take 
the first opportunity to see it. This simple rule 
would prevent many such posthumous lamentations, 
imd lame " huts/' as, " I am very sorry I omitted 
^Oing, frtf# I thought I should have returned by the 
same rolid." V I fully intended seeing it, but the 
weather was so unfavourable, that I deferred it *til'' 
«^wheti T 

*' Some period, do where to be found 
•* In all the hoary register of time." 

As Qothiog sounds so ill to one's se)f or others, I d^- 
^ermiped to visit the falls of the Mohawk, the same 
day .1 arrived at Albany ; though 1 waS told we 
ifaould pass within a few y^rds of them on the naor- 
iti^Wf which jdid hot turn out to be tfie case. The 
Cohoz^, or falls of the Mohawk, are little more thaa 
half a mile from the junction of the two rivers : their 
extreme breadth is about three hundred toises, which 
is much more than the mean breadth of the stream, 
both above and below them, being increased by the 
manner in which the ledge of rocks forms an obtuse 

angl^, in the direction of the current.f Their height 

t 

* Le Dom de Cohoz me parent on mot. imitatif conserve des Saova^efl, et 
par UD cas mogulier, je Pai retrouv6 dans le pays de Lidge, appliqoS k une 
petite cascade, i trois lieues de Spa.**^Volney, p. 125. 

t " The l)ed of the falls is of serpentine stone." — Volney, 
Tableau, 1. i. 51. He observes, that the bed of the Mohawk 
teems to separate th^ region of freestone from that i>f granite. 
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does not, perhaps, exceed 50 feet.'^ The banks 
above them are nearly on a level with the water, but 
are increased below by the ^ depth of the falls. In 
summer, the overflow is said to be scanty, and even 
at this season a cap of snow rested on the most promi- 
^nent ciiflfof the-angle, from beneath which the stream 
filtered in silver veins. The whole effect of these 
falls, the broadest, I believe, in the States, excepting 
Tfiagara, is diminished for want of the relief of a bold, 
darkly-shadowed back-ground. The air of wintry 
desolation, varied only by the sombre foliage of the 

Eine and cedar, stretching their dark masses over 
edsofsnow, took little from the rude force of a 
scene, the character of which is rather simply grand, 
than lovely or romantick. There is a very good point 
of view from a long covered bridge, which crosses 
the Mohawk near its mouth, and leads to the village 
of Waterford. The distance from Albany is about 
ten miles. ' • . 

* Volney says, «• some reckon it at 65 feet, others only 60." 
The Marquis de Cbastelluz makes it 75. He also visited it in 
winter, and observes, ** The picture was rendered still more 
** terrible by the snow which covered the firs, the brilliancy 
** of which gave a black colour to the water, gliding gently 
** along, and a yellow tinge to that which was washing over the 
" cataract.'' 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

AL6AN7 TO THE FRONTIER OF Ci^NADA. 



' Much 14th. Troy, 


6 miles. 


LansiDgbarg, 


3 


Schatecoke, . . 


3 


Pittitown, 


7 


Cambridge, 
Porter's Inn, 


13 


2 


Robert's Inn, 


6 


15th. Salem, 


8 




8 


Hopkin's Inn, 


4 


Granville, 


5 


16th. Whitehall, or i 
SkecDihorough, } 


14 Stage W 


Shoreham, > 
Larenborg'8 Inn, 5 


25 


17th. Chimney Pojnt, 


14 


Basin Harbour, 


12 


Ii1*Niel'8 Inn, 


9 


Burlington, 


12 


Platt8burg, 


21 


Chazy, 


20 


Inn, 


7 


• IsleauxNoix, 


12 Sleighs. 



211 



X ROT is a little short of a mile in 1enp;tb, and bears 
every mark of growing opulence. There is a large 
barrow-formed mount, at the end of tfie town, on the 
road aide, which, though evidently a natural rock, 
jmighf represent the tomb of Ilus to this new Ilium, 
were Yankey imaginations disposed to run classically 
riot. The road runs pleasantly on the banks of the 
Hudson, which here form a long stripe of flat ground, 
evidently an alluvion, about a mile in breadth, beyond 
which the hills again rise, intersecting the country in 
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a N. W. direction. Betwixt Pittstown and Cam- 
bridge we crossed thie Hoosick river, and continued 
our way through a wild and mountainous country, 
whose remoter heights were now fading in evening 
mists. From Pittsfown we had quitted the course 
of the Hudson, and moving in a N. E. direction, 
were failing in with the various chains of liills which 
spring laterally from the great N* E. chain of the 
West Point mountains. Salem is beautifully embo- 
somed amid these ramifications, which seem to divide 
the low country into a number of separate basins, 
each watered by its own sequestered stream. Mas- 
ses of slaty rock are every where scattered through 
the country^ Land, we were informed, was worth 
about 202. per acre; a considerable sum, where it is 
so plentiful. The Americans, who are never defi- 
cient when improvement is in view, have introduced 
the use of gypsum, as the most transportable, as well 
as the most profitable, manure. A farmer here, with 
whom, as is usual in the States, ^e fell into conver- 
sation, informed us that the average quantity employ- 
ed was three pecks per acre, united with the seed: 
that it was of great service to clover ; and well em- 
ployed on all sandy or gravelly soils, adding a curious 
remark, if correct, that it produces no effect on land 
within thirty miles of the sea.'*^ 

Granville is situated in one of these mountain ba- 
sins, and is but a few miles from the foot of the Green 
and Bald mountains, which form the continuation x>f 
the great chain. The streams in this neighbdurhood 
no longer fall into the Htfdson, but make a northerly 
course to Lake Champlain. At Granville we quit- 
ted the main north road, to go to Whitehall, and take 
the benefit of sleighs across the lake* 1 observed a 

* This remark I haYe heard oonfirmed by well informed per- 
BQtk& in tiie States. The most common theory, of the use. pf 
gypsum seems to belts disposition to, attract moiaiure,. thus 
remedying the Selects of dry warm soils. 
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qaanfitjr of red clay-slate in this neighbourhood, re- 
sembling the cliffs of the St. Lawrence near Quebec. 
The aspect of the country remained much the same, 
only growing more wild and wintry as we proceeded. 
The snow which had hitherto been partial, now be- 
gan to impede the progress of our waggon, which had 
been moving at the rate of three and a half miles per 
hour. We were frequently obliged to alight, and 
walk down steep bills, thickly encrusted With ice and 
snow. A fine bear had preceded us, as we discover- 
ed by his large round foot prints, but he was not 
complaisant enough to show himself from some crag- 
gy knoll, and welcome us to his solitude. A small 
K^iind squirrel was the only specimen of bird or 
ast we encountered. The valley closes in as you 
approach Whitehall, until its lofty barriers barely 
leave space sufficient for the site of the village, and 
the course of a small river, called Wood-creek, which 
rushes into the lake, with a small cascade ; its right 
bank rises perpendicularly several hundred feet : strata 
of dark grey lime-stone, disposed at regular parallels, 
exhibit an appearance of masonry so perfect as io 
require a second glance to convince one a wall is not 
built up from the bed of the stream. The heights 
on the opposite side of the valley are equally bold, 
and marked with the same character ; their summits 
are every where darkened with forests of oak, pine, 
and cedar; large detached masses of granite are scat- 
tered generally through the valley, and among the 
houses of the village, which like several others on our 
ready ^ery much resembled a*large timber-yard, from 
the qioantity of wood cutting up and scattered about for 
purposes of building : indeed it is impossible to travel 
through the States without taking part with the unfor- 
tuiite trees, who, unable like their persecuted fel- 
lows of the soil, the Indians, to make good a retreat, 
are eitfk>sed to every form and species of destruction 
Yankee convenience or dexterity can invent ; felling, 
burning, rooting up, tearing down, lopping, and chop- 
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ing, are all employed with most unrelenting tfeverity. 
Ve passed through many forests whose leafless, 
trunks, blackened with fire, rose above the underwood, 
like lonely columns, while their fiat-wreathed roots 
lay scattered about, not unlike the capitals of Egyp- 
tian architectnne. I believe some traveller has ob- 
served that there are no large trees in America, an 
observation not very wide of the truth, to judge from 
what may be seen from the high road ; a few steps 
however into any of the woods, shew that they have 
abounded in very fine timber, numerous remains of 
which are every where left standing; but the ex- 
treme prodigality with which the finest timber trees 
have been employed, being often piled together to 
make fences, and so left- to rot, has begun to pro- 
duce a comparative scarcity, especially near large 
towns, which has considerably increased the value of 
the property of woodland. 

At Whitehall we embarked in sleighs on Lake 
Champlain ; the afternoon was bright and mild, and 
well disposed us to enjoy the pleasing change from 
our snailpaced waggon to the smooth rapidity of a^ 
sleigh, gliding at the rate of nine miles an hour. The 
first object our driver was happy to point out to us, 
was several of oui^ own flotilla, anchored near the 
town, sad " trophies of the fight." * The hread of the 
lake called *Mhe Narrows," does not exceed the 
breadth of a small river; the sides rise in lofty cliffs, 
whose grey strata sometimes assume the regular di- 
rection of the mason's level, sometimes form an an- 
gle more or less acute ^th the horizon, and some- 
times, particularly in projecting points, seem almost 
vertical to it. Our driver pointed out a curious fis- 
sure in the left bank, called the ^< devil's pulpit ;" 
it is in about the centre of the cliff*, and seems brokeo 

with great regularity, much in this figure \ /. 

Tyconderoga point stands out in an attitude of 
defiance to those who ascend the lake, but its martial 
terrors are now extinguished, or marked only by the 



Digitized by 



Google 



FRONTIERS Of* CANADA. 38 

crumbling remains of field works, and the ruio of an 
old fortified barrack. Ijake George unites with Lake 
Champlain, at the foot of this mountain point, by a 
narrow stream, on the right bank of which, rises 
Mount Defiance, and oq the opposite side of Lake 
Champlain, Mount Independence ; names which be- 
speak their military fame in days of old, but now, 
like retired country gentlemen, they are content to 
raise oak and pine woods, instead of frowning batte- 
ries. At Shoreham, nearly opposite to Crown Point, 
we found good accommodation for the night, at Mr. 
Larenburg's tavern, and set off the next morning be- 
*^fore breakfast ; but we had soon cause to repent of 
thus committing ourselves fasting to the mercy of the 
elements. The lake now began to widen, and the 
shores to sink in the same proportion ; the keen blasts 
of the north, sweeping over its frozen expanse* 
pierced us with needles of ice ; the thermometer was 
22^ below zero; buffalo hides, bear skins, caps, 
shawls and handkerchiefs wefe vainly employed 
against a degree of cold so much beyond our habits. 
Our guide, alone of the party, his chin and eye-lashes 
gemmed and powdered with the drifting snow, boldly 
set his face and his horses in the teeth of the storm. 
Sometimes a crack in the ice would compel us to 
wait, while he went forward to explore it with bis 
axe, (without which, the American sleigh-drivers sel- 
dom travel,) when, having ascertained its breadth, 
and the foothold on either side, he would drive his 
horses at speed, and clear the fissure, with its snow 
ridge, at a flying leap ; a sensation we found agreea- 
ble enough, but not so agreeable as a good inn and 
dinner at Burlington. Burlington is a beautiful lit- 
tle town, rising from the edge of the lake '^ the prin- 
cipal buildings are disposed in a neat square ; on a 
hill above the town stands the college, a plain brick 
building, the greater part of which is unoccupied, 
and seemingly unfinished. 
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We crossed the next morning 4o Plattsburgh, curi- 
ous to view the theatre of our misfortunes; it is a 
flourishing little town, situated principally on the left 
Bank of the Saranac, a little river, which, falling into 
the lake, makes, with an adjacent island, and Cum- 
berland Point, a convenient bay, across which the 
American flotilla lay anchored, to receiv,e our attack ; 
the untoward issue of which, decided the retreat of 
Sir George Prevost's army. We were particular io' 
our inquiries into the position of the flotilla, that we 
might ascertain whether, as has been asserted, they 
were within cannon range from the shore ; this we 
found at no time to have been the case, so that no' 
movement on our part by land, could have influeuced 
the event of the naval action. The fortifications are 
on the right bank of the Saranac ; the American com- 
mandant obligingly conducted us through them ; they 
consist of two square forts palisadoed, but with neith- 
er out-works, nor covered way. This officer inform- 
ed us, that they ha^ not even their gates bung when 
our army first arrived before them. Our retreat 
surprised them as much as it did many of our owp 
people ; it must however be observed, that though 
little or no doubt existed, that the works if attacked, 
would have been carried, the object of the expedition 
fell to the ground with the loss of the flotilla, by 
means of which alone, the transport of stores and 
provisions could have been secured. The fight 
must have been for honour only, and Sir George Pre- 
Yost certainly took the boldesit part when he declin- 
ed it. » 

"Travelling, after all," says Madame de Stael, 
" is but a melancholy pleasure ;" an observation doub- 
ly true, if applied to travelling over an uniform surface 
of ice, in very cold weather. Curiosity freezes un- 
der such circumstances, and^the only prospect which 
rouses attention is the inn, or village, which is to af- 
ford the comforts of food and fire. I observe4f. how- 
ever, that the shores of the lake gradually sunk down 
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to the level of the water, while the mountain ridges 
fell off to the right and left, leaving a broad and near- 
ly level ex[>anse of wood and water. Traces of cul- 
tivation diminished as we approached, the frontier ; a 
few solitary houses, commonly the resort of smug- 
glerfit, were scattered on the v shore,, embosomed in 
forests of a most uninviting aspect. « Betwixt Cham- 
plain and Isle aux- Noix, travellers take leave of 
America, and enter on the Canadian territory. A 
few words then on the American character, ere I and 
they part. 



CHARACTER OF THE AMERICANS. 

It is a bold enterprise, to describe the habits, man- 
ners, and dispositions of a nation, after a fifteen days' 
journey through it ; but here I am encouraged by the 
example of all my travelling contemporaries of both 
bemispheres, whose courage in this respect, has gain- 
ed them the proverbial deputation of a race of men, 
who are never dastardly enough to shrink from the 
task, on account of mere want of information, but who 
are always ready to depicture both the exteriour and 
interiour of the inhabitants they happen to catch a 
glimpse of, through the windows of their travelling 
carriage, with as much accuracy, 

** As though they bad stood by 
" And seen them made. 

A great help in these cases is the labour of our pre- 
decessors, by whose means their followers are ena- 
bled to transmit a lie, unpolluted, to posterity. Now 
as there can be little doubt that such benevolent aid, 
has been ever intended rather for the poor than the 
rich, I shall begin by begging the helping hand of 
my friend Knickerbocker, over an explanation of the 
term Yankie, generally applied to the New England 
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ers, both by us and themselves. The first settlers 
of New England, were the Puritans, and other secta- 
ries, who, persecuted and buffeted at home, *^ embark- 
ed for the wilderness of America, where thej might 
enjoj unmolested the inestimable luxury of talking. 
No sooner did they land upon this loquacious spil, 
than as if they had caught the disease from the cli- 
mate, they all, lifted up their voices at once, and for 
the space of one whole year did keep up such a joy- 
ful clamour, that we are told, they frightened every 
bird and beast out of the neighbourhood, and so com- 
pletely dumb-founded certain fish, whi<^ abound on 
their coast, that they have been called < dumb-fish^ 
ever since. The simple aborigines of the land for a 
while contemplated these strange folk in utter asto- 
nishment, but discovering that they wielded harmless, 
though noisy weapons, and were a lively, ingenious, 
good-humoured race of men, they became very friend- 
ly and sociable, and gave them the name of Yankies, 
which, in the Mais-Tchsuaeg (or Massachusett) lan- 
guage signifies * silent men ;' a waggish appellation 
since shortened into the familiar epithet of Yankies, 
which they retain unto the present day." — I. p. 1T8. 
Nor have they retained a barren epithet, birt are still 
eminent for the facility with which they engage ia 
conversation. One table for meals is stage-coach fare 
even in England : one bed-room, containing m dozen 
beds ma/ be tolerated in a country new to the luxu- 
ries of travelling ; but the spirit of sociability is a lit- 
tle excessive, when, as I have been tdld, it enjoins 
the traveller to halve his bed with whoever arrives 
too late to procure one for himself. J had often oc- 
casion to observe, the Americans have no idea of a 
private chit-chat betwixt two persons. I have seve- 
ral times fancied myself engaged t^te-a-t^te, when on 
raising my eyes, I have found a little circle formed 
round us, fully prepared with reply, rejoinder, or 
observation, as opportunity might occur: let me, 
however, add without any intention of rudeness : im- 
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pertinence I never met wUh, though thej have some- 
times rather a startling plainness in their manner of 
coDi^ying their sentiments. On our arrival at Pough- 
fceepsie, a plain man stepped from the croud round 
tfaeiinn-door, and addressing himself to the gentleman 
I wa» accompanjing, (who had been appointed to the 
administration of Lower Canada,) wished him joy of 
his arrival, congratulated him on the peace between 
the two nations, and concluded by hoping he would 
not follow the example of his predecessor ; a kind 
of schooling, to which I believe their own rulers are 
DO strangers. In fact, the art of government, that 
tremendous state engine, is no mystery here ; both 
men and measures are canvassed with equal freedom ; 
and, sitting aside the bias of party feeling, with a de- 
gree of good sense and information, roost probably 
unique in the mass of any nation on earth. The late 
war was spoken of with equal detestation by all par- 
ties ; and so far did they seem from assuming any 
credit for engaging in it, that each party most studi- 
ously shifted the odium to the other. I could ' per- 
ceive none of that rancour against the English, which 
some Englishman seem so anxious to discover.^ In- 
dividually I met with all civility from all parties ; I 
observe, indeed, among some of the shop-keepers of 
New York, an indifference towards their customers, 
more casembling the listlessness of the Portuguese, 
' than the polite alacnty of a London tradesman ; but I 
bave no reason to think we came in for a greater share 
of it from being Englishmen : the want of competition 
produces the same effect, both on the tradesman and 
inn-keeper, to whom it gives an air of independence, 
very commonly attributed to much profounder causes. 

* It is a curious circumstance that, while we accuse them of 
fayouriog the French, French writers invariably attack thera 
for their rooted, and, as they deem it, blind partiality to the 
English. Vide Volney, Beaujour, &c. 
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The ion-keepers of America, are, in* most TiHa- 
ges, what we vulgarly call, " topping incD,'* field 
officers of militia, with good farms attached to their 
taverns, so that they are apt to think, what, perhaps 
in a newly settled country, is not very wide of the 
truth, that travellers rather receive, than confer a 
favour by being accommodated at their houses. They 
always gave us plentiful fare, particularly at break- 
fast, where veal-cutlets, sweetmeats, che^e, eggs, 
and ham, were most liberally set before us. Dinner 
is little more than' a repetition of breakfast, with 
spirits instead of cofiee. 1 i>ever heard wine called 
for; the common drink is a small cyder; rum, 
whiskey, and brandy, are placed on the table, and 
the use of them left to the discretion of the compa- 
ny, who seem rarely to abuse their privilege. Tea is 
a meal of the same solid construction with breakfast, 
answering also for supper. The daughters of the 
host officiate at tea and breakfast, and generally 
wait at dinner. Their behaviour is reserved in the 
extreme, but it enables them to serve as ^ domes- 
ticks, without losing their rank of equality with those 
on whom they attend. To, judge from the books I 
frequently found lying about, they are well educat- 
ed ; the landlord of an inn at Waterford was very 
particular in inquiring of a gentleman who was with 
me, for the most accomplished schoolmistress of 
New York, with whom to place his daughter ; the 
same man, after shrewdly commenting on the con- 
duct of some of the first political characters of the 
country, summed up his eulogium on his favourite, 
by saying, '^ I make no objection to his lying and 
intrigues, for all politicians wiji do the same." I 
cannot pretend to say how far thi^ is practically 
true in America, but I have reason to think the sen- 
timent at least too general. The spirit of specula- 
tion, in all professions of life, seems to go far to- 
wards weakening the finer feelings of political ho- 
nour and integrity. The indolent habits of the 
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Spaniard are thouglit to be favourable to the fidelity 
and honour observable in all his transactions ; the 
commercial activity of the Chinese degenerates into 
knavish trickery. It is for the Americans to con- 
sider, to which extreme they, are verging, and to re- 
member above aH, that the vital spirit of republi- 
canism is virtue — but this is going deeper than I 
have any pretension to do at present ; 1 have seen 
but a little portion of the mere surface. 

An English traveller is frequently surprised to 
find the highest magistrates and officers of the na* 
tion (ravelling by the same conveyances, silting 
down at the same table, and joining in conversation 
with the meanest of the people ; borrowing from his 
own prejudices of rank, he is apt to fancy all the 
great world amusing themselves in masquerade. I 
entered, casually, into conversation, on board the 
steam-boat, with a man whose appearance seemed to 
denote something betwixt the shop-keeper and farm- 
er, though his conversation marked him superior to 
both. He was the high sheriff of a county. I re- 
member, among other observations, his remarks on 
tbe unhappy condition of the greater part of emi- 
grants into America, particularly the poorer Irish, 
who are induced by flattering representations to 
strain every effortr to procure a passage to New 
York, or some seayrt town, where they are left in 
total ignorance, bom of the country most fit to set- 
tle in, and of the means of getting to it, until their 
tittle stock is either wasted by delay, or plundered 
by sharpers, and themselves reduced to beggary, or 
tbe lowest drudgery of society.* It is very rare to 
find a native American begging, or indeed to find ^ny 
condition resembling beggary throughout the States, 
except in the sea-port towns, in which these neglect- 
ed wanderers are collected. 

* I have lieard Americans cemplain, tbat^ almost all their 
crimes and mifdemeaooiirs are committed by persons qf tbi& 
description. ' '' 
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To enlightened industry, this virgin coDtiaent of- 
fers undiminished resources ; nor where success is 
in prospect will the American turn his foot aside, 
however rugged the path to it ; with his axe on his 
shoulder, his family and stock in a light waggon, he 
plunges into forests, which have never heard the 
woodman's stroke, clears a space sufficient for his 
dwelling, and first year's consumption, and gradually 
converts the lonely wilderness into a flourishing farm. 
This almost national genius has been ably delineated 
by Talleyrand, Volney, and other writers, whose 
observations all concur on this point of the Ameri- 
can character. A humorous, but faithful account of 
the American vis migratoria^ is given by Knick'er- 
bocker, 1. c. vii. ** The most prominent of these 
habits is a certain rambling propensity, with which, 
like the sons of Ishmael, they seem to have beeo 
gifted by heaven, and which continually goads them 
on, to shift their residence from place to place, 
so that a Yankee farmer is in a constant state of 
migration ; tarrying occasionally here and there, 
clearing lands for other people to enjoy, building 
houses for others to inhabit, and in a manner, may 
be considered the wandering Arab of America. His 
first thought on coming to the years of manhood, is 
to settle himself in the world, which means nothing 
more or less, than to begin Ms rambles \ to this 
end, he takes unto himself for IRvife, some dashing 
country heiress, that is to say, a buxom rosy- 
cheeked wench, passing rich in red r3>bands, glass 
beads, and mock tortoise-shell combs, with a white 
gown and Morocco shoes, for Sunday, and deeply- 
skilled in the mystery of making apple sweetmeats, 
long-sauce, and pumpkin pie. Having thus pro- 
vided himself, like a true pedlar, with a heavy 
knapsack, wherewith to regale his shoulders through 
the journey of life, he literally sets out on the pere- 
grination. His whole family, household foroiture 
and farming utensils are hoisted into a covered cart ; 
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his own and his wife's wardrobe packed up in a 
firkin ; ^hich done, he shoulders his axe, takes 
staff in hand, whistles ^ Yankee doodle/ and trudges 
off to the woods, as conQdent of the protection of 
Providence, and relying as cheerfully upon his own 
resources, as did ever a patriarch of yore, when he 
journeyed into a strange country of the Gentiles. 
Having buried himself in (he wilderness, he builds 
bimself a log-hut, clears away, a corn-field and pota- 
toe patch ; and Providence smiling upon his labour^, 
is soon surrounded by a snug farm, and some half-a- 
score of flaxen headed urchins, who by their size, 
seem to have sprung all at once out of the earth, 
like a crop of tpad-stools." 

The pale of civilized life widens daify, and plain- 
ly intimates to. the indignant and retiring Indian, 
that it will finally know no lipiit but the Pacifick. 
Cultivators have begun to discover the superiority 
of the soil, westward o( the Alleghany Ridges : the 
tide of emigration is accordingly turned to the neigh- 
bourhood of the Ohio. Sixteen thousand waggons, 
I was told, were counted last year passing the toll 
bridge of Cayuga. Settlements are creeping along 
the Missouri, and the mouth of the Columbia is al- 
ready designated to connect the Asiatick with the 
European commerce of the States. Such is tb» 
growth, and such Jhp projects of this transailantick 
republic k, great iiffixtent of territory, in an active 
and well-informed population ; but above all, in a free 
go veraiHient, which not only -teaves individual talent 
unfettered, but calls it into life by aH the incite* 
of aaibitioa most grateful to the human mind. 
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9 

March 19th| FsleauzNoiz. 
St JohD*t 
JjA Prairie ♦ 
Montreal 


]2imlei. 
18 
ft 


Albany to Montreal 

The direct road it reckoned at 
22d. Berthier, 

Riviere du Loap. 
asd. Troii Rivieret ^ 

St. Anne, « 
24th. Cap SaniJi, 

St. Augustme, 
25th. Huebec, 


m 

.90 

ftOflldghi, 




180 


ITewYorirte Albany^ 
Albany to Montreal, 


160 

250 



Total ezptnse for three persons, four serrants, and ont 
waggon load of baggage, iuciuding six days* liying at New 
York, 766 doilarsa;188l. lbs. gfc " 

]Sr QTHiiTG could be more Siberian than4fae aspetf of 
the Canauian frontier : a narrow road^ cfaoaked with 
snow, led through a wood, in which, patches were 
occasionally cleared, on either side, to admit the con- 
struction of a few log-huts, round which a brood o( 
ragged children, a starved pig, and a few half-broken 
rustick implements, formed an accompaniment more 
Suited to an Irish landscape than to the thriving 
scenes we had just quitted. The Canadian peasant 
is still th« same upsopbisticated animal wfaojn we may 



Digitized by 



Google 



CANADA. 4B 

ioppose to bftTe been imported hy Jacques Cartier. 
The sharp, unchangeable lineaments of the French 
countenance, set off with a bl6e or red night-cap, 
over which is drawn the hood of a grej capote, fash- 
ioned like a monk's cowl, a red worsted girdle, hair 
tied in a greasy leathern queue, brown mocassins of 
undressed hide, and a short pipe in his mouth, give 
undeniable t^estimony of the presence of Jean Bap- 
tiste. His horse seems to h{ive been equally solici* 
tous to shame neither his progenitors nor his owner, ^ 
by any mixture with a foreign race, but exhibits the 
same relationship to the horses, as his rider to the 
subjects of Louis XIII. Now, too, the frequent 
cross by the road side, thick-studded with all thelm- 
plements of crucifixional torture, begins to indicate 
a catholick country : distorted virgins and ghastly 
saints decorate each inn room, while the light spires 
of the parish church, covered with plates of tin, glit-* 
ter across the fifnowy plain. 

At La Prairie we crossed the ice to Montreal, 
whose isolated mountain forms a conspicuous object 
at the distance of some leagues. From thence to 
Quebec the road follows the course of the St. Law- 
rence, whose banks present a succession of villages," 
many of them delightfully situated ; but all form and 
feature were absorbed in the ^nowy deluge, which 
no^ deepened evg^kleague ; add to which, the sleigh 
track, by frequenw^running on the bed of the river, 
placed us b^aw prospect of every kind. We found 
the inns neMpnd (he people attentive ; Freucb poli- 
tesse began tc|t4>e contrasted with American blunt- 
Jiess. It is curious to observe that this charajcteris- 
^ck of the Americans, which so frequently offends 
the polished feelings of English travellers, is exactly 
what was formerly objected by the French to our- 
selves. The <*rudesse" of the Er^lish character 
was long a standing jest with our refined neichbours ; 
but we have now, it seems, so far shak/^n off this odi- 
ous remnant of uncourtly. habits, as to regard it with 
true French horrour in our transatlantick cousins^ 
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It Wtis Sandajr wbeii we arriTed tt St. Amio'ti 

fiiass was jui^t finished, and above an hundred ileigha 
were rapidly dispersing theniselTes up the neighbour- 
ing heights, and across the bed of the riter, to tkm 
adjacent villages. The common countrj ateigh is a 
clumsj, box-shaped machine, raised at both ends ; 
perhaps not greatlj unlike the old heroic k car. It 
kolds two persons, with the driver, who stands before 
them. One horse is comraontj sufficient, but two 
' are used in posting, when the leader is attached by 
cordn, tandem-wise, and left to use his own discretion^ 
without the restraint of rein, or impulse of whip« 
Should, however, the latter stimulus become indispen* 
table, the driver jumps from the sleigh, runs forward^ 
applies his pack-thread lash, and regains his seat 
without an J' hazard from extraordinary increase of inoi* 
pet us. The runners of these sleighs are formed erf 
two slips of wood, so low that the shafts collect t6# 
snow into a succession of wavy hillocks, properly 
christened " cabots,'' for they almost dislocate your 
limbs five thousand tim^s in a day's journey. An at- 
tempt was once made to correct this evil^ by prohi* 
biting all lorv nmners^ as they are called, from com- 
ing within a certain distance of Quebec ; meaning, 
thereby, to force the country people into the use of 
high runners, in the American fashion. Jean Baptiste» 
however, sturdily and eSectual|||| resisted this he« 
retical innovation, by halting wmf his produce with- 
out the limits, and thus compelling the towns-people 
to come to him to make their purchasea^ The mar- 
kets both of Montreal and Quebec exhibit several 
hundi:ed market sleighs daily. They differ from the 
pleasure, or travelling sleigh, in having no sides ; that 
is, they consist merely of a plank bottom, with a kind 
of raiting. Hay and wood seem the staple commo^ 
dities at this season, both of which are immoderatelj 
dear, especially at Quebec ; even through the States, 
the common charge tor one horse's hay for a night, 
was a dollar. Provisions are brought to market fro- 
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aen, id which state they are preserved daring winter ; 
cod fii^b is brought from Boston, a land carriage of 
600 miles, and then sells at a reasonable rate, the 
American commonly speculating on a cargo of smug- 
gled goods back, to make up his profit ; a kind of 
trade extremely brisk betwixt the frontier and Mon- 
treal. 

As we approached Quebec, snow lay to the depth 
of six feet ; froai the heights of Abram, the eye rest- 
ed upon what seemed an immense lake of milk ; all 
smaller irregularities of ground, fences, boundaries, 
and copse woods, had disappeared ; the tops of vil- 
lages and scattered farm houses, with here and there 
dark lines of pine-wood, and occasionally the mast of 
some ice-locked schooner, marking the bed of the 
Charles river, were the only objects peering above 
it. A range of mountains, sweeping round from 
West to North, until it meets the St. Lawrence, 
bounds the horizon ; no herald of Spring had yet 
approached this dreary outpost of civilization ; ^e 
bad observed a few blue thrushes in the neighbour- 
hood of Albany, but none had yet reached Canada ; 
two only of the feathered tribe brave the winter of 
this inclement region ; the cosmopolite crow, and the 
snow bird,^ a small white bird, reported to feed upon 
snow, because it is not very clear what else it can 
find. 1^ 

It would be acting unfairly to Quebec, to describe 
it as I found it on my arrival, choaked with ice and 
snow, which one day flooded the streets with a profu- 
sion of dirty kennels, and the next, cased them with 
a sheet of glass. Cloth or carpet boots ; galashes, 
with spikes to their heels, iron pointed walking-sticks, 
are the defensive weapons perpetually in employ on . 
these occasions. The direction of the streets too, 
which are most of them built up a precipice, greatly 
facilitates any inclination one may entertain for turn- 
Ming, or neck-breaking. 

* Kmberiza byemalis. 

/ 
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THE FALLS OF MO^TTMORCNCt. 



The falls of Montroorenci are formed by a little 
riv/ir of that name, near its junction with the St. 
Lawrence, about five rniles north of Ctiiebec. They 
have a peculiar interest in winter, from the immense 
cone of ice, formed at their foot, which was unim- 
pnired when I visited them, in the second week of 
April. After winding up a short but steep ascent, 
the road cro^^es a wooden bridge, beneath which the 
Montmorenci rushes betwixt its dark grey rocks, and 
precipitates itself in a broken torrent down a wooded 
glen on the right ; it is not until you have wound 
round the edge of this* glen, which is dpne by quit- 
ting the road at the bridge-foot, that you obtain a 
view of the falls ; nor' was their effect lessened by 
this approach ; a partial thaw, succeeded by a frost, 
had spread a silvery brightness over the waste of 
snow. Every twig and branch of the surrounding 
pine-trees, every waving shrub aoM briar was encased 
m chrystal, and glittering to the sun beams, like the 
diamond forest of some northern elf-l»nd. You are 
BOW on the edge of a precipice, to which the fall it- 
self, a perpendicular of 2*20 feet, seems diminutive ; 
it is not until you descend and approach its foot, 
that the whole majesty of the scene becomes appa- 
rent ; the breadth of the torrent is about fifty feet. 
The waters, from their prodisiious descent, seem 
snowy-white with foam, and envetoiied in a light dra- 

J>ery of gauzy mist. The cone appears about 100 
eet in height ; mathematically regular in shape, with 
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its base exteDding nearly all across the stream : its 
•ides are not so steep but that ladies haye ascended 
to the top of it ; the interiour is hollow. I regret tp 
add, that a mill is ecjostructiog oo this river, which 
will, by diverting the stream, destroy this imperial 
•port of nature ; or at least reduce it to the degrada- 
tion of submitting tp be played off at the miller's dis* 
oretion, like a VeraaiUts fountain. 
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WZBBC AND ITS NEI0HBOURHOOa 



Towards the end of April, the town's people begin, 
According to a law of the Province, to break up the 
ice and snow from before their doors ; and by the first 
week in May, the streets are tolerably cleared. The 
intermediate state^ as may be supposed, is a perfect 
chaos, through which the stumbling pedestrian, like 
the arch-fiend of old, 

" pursues his way, 
" And swims, or sinks, or wades, or creeps." 

Meanwhile the landscape begins to exchange its 
snowy mantle for a russet brown. A few wild fowl 
and woodcocks, with some small birds, cautiously 
make their appearance ; the sheltered bottoms of the 
pine woods throw out the earliest flowers ; the St. 
Lawrence and Charles rivers become gradually dis- 
burthened of ice, and enlivened by the glidirig sail ; 
still, however, the foot of Spring seems lingering ; 
the mists, exhaled by the warmth of the sun, frequent* 
ly encounter the keen north-west, and are again pre- 
cipitated in heavy snow-showers ; snow still blocks 
up the roads, and fills the dells and ditches, sheltered 
from the influence of the sun ; thus preserving the 
gloomy aspect of winter, through the month of May. 
The town, or rathei: city, of Quebec, is built on 
the northern extremity of a narrow strip of high land, 
which follows the course of the St. Ijawrence for ae- 
Teral miles, to its confluence! with the Charles. The 
basis of this height is a dark slate-rock, of which most 
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rf the buildings in the fown are constructed. Cape 
Diamond terminates the promontory, with a bold pre- 
cipice towards the St. Xiawrence, to which, it is near- 
I7 perpendicular, at the height of 320 feet. It de- 
rives its name from the chrystals of quartz found in 
It, which are so abundant, that after a shower the 
ground glitters with them. The lower town is built 
round the foot of these heights, without the fortifica- 
tions, which, with the qpper town, occupy their 
crest, in bleak pre-eminence; th& former, snpg and 
dirty, is the abode ^f thriving commerce, and of most 
of the lower classes employed about the navy. The 
latter, cold and lofty, h the seat of Government, and 
principal residence of the military ; and claims, in 
consequence, that kind of superiority which some 
heads have been said to assert over the inglorious 
belly : to speak the truth, neither has much to boast 
on the score, either of beauty, or convenience. 

Among the principal buildings, the Governmeijt 
liouse, or Castle of St. Louis, may take precedence, 
being a thin blue building, which seems quivering, 
like a theatrical side scene, on (he verge of the pre- 
cipice, towards the St/Lawrerice : its front resembles 
that of a respectable gentleman's house in England: 
the, interior contains comfortable family apartments. 
For occasions of publick festivity there is another 
building on the opposite side of the court-yard, much 
resemBIihg' a decayed gaol. The furniture is inherit- 
ed, and paid for, by each successive governour. 
The grand entrance to the Chateau is flanked on one 
aide by this grim mouldering pile, and on the other 
by the stables, with their appropriate dung-hills. 
There is a small garden on the bank of the river, 
commanding, as does the Chateau itself, an interesting^ 
view of .the 'opposite shores of the St. Lawrence. 
These rise boldly precipitous, clothed with pine and 
cedar groves, and studded with white villages, and 
detached farms ; beyond which the eye reposes on 
successive chains of wooded mountains, fading blue 

7 
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in the distant horiason ; meanwhile, the river below is 
spreading broadly towards the north, until it meets 
and divides roand the isle of Orleans. 

In front of the Chateau is an open space of ground, 
with great capabilities of being converted into a 
handsome square ; but at this season, a formidable 
barrier of bog-land, intersected with rivulets of snow- 
water, is all that it presents to the bewildered pedes* 
trian, who endeavours vainly to steer for the castle 
gate. On one side of it stands the Prot^tant cathe-* 
d/al church, an unfinished building, much more than 
large enough for the congregation usually assemble^ 
in it. In style and arrangement it resembles a Lon« 
don parochial church, and has nothing about it re^* 
proachdile with earthly beauty. There is a good 
organ, but mute for want of an organist ; and as there 
is no choir, the heavy flatness of the service amply 
secures the English church from all danger of being 
crowded with the overflowings of its neighbour, the 
Catholick cathedral, in which are still displayed, with' 
no inconsiderable degree of splendour, the enticing 
ceremonies of the Romish worship. I was present at 
the service on Easter Sunday : a train of not lesa 
than fifty stoled priests and choristers surrounded the 
tapered altar : the bishop officiated in plenis pantifi' 
calibusj nor lacked the mitre ^^ precious and auro* 
phrygiate," while the pealing organ, incense rolling 
from silver censers, abd kneeling crowds, thronging 
the triple aisles, presented a spectacle, on which few 
are rigid enough, either in belief or unbelief, to look 
with iabsolute indifference. A lofty pile of ginger- 
bread cakes, ornamented with tinsel, was carried to 
the bishop to receive his blessing, and a sprinkling of 
holy water, after which they were distributed among 
the people, who received them with most devout ea- 
gerness. These cakes I understood to be the piotra 
offering of some devotee, more rich than wise, who 
certainly adopted a somewhat ludicrous es^pedient 
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'* To bribe the rage of ill-reiittited Heayeii»*' 

with gingerbread. * 

lo Catholick countries there are few publick build-. 
ingSy either for use or ornament, but are in some way 
coanected with religion, and most frequently with 
charity. There are several charitable Cathoiick m- 
stitutions in Quebec : the principal of these is the 
"Hotel Dieu," founded in 1637, by the Duchess 
D'Aiguillon, (sister to Cardinal Richelieu,) for the 
poor sick. The establishment consists of a superio^r 
and thirty-six nuns. The " General Hospital" is a 
similar institution, consisting of a«superiour and forty* 
three nuns, founded by St. VaUier, bishop of Que- 
bec, in 1693, for " Poor Sick and Mendicaijts." It 
stands about a mile from the town, in a pleasant mea- 
dow watered by the. Charles. The style of building 
is simple, and well suited to the purposes of the es^ 
tablisbment, consisting only of " such plain roofs as. 
'piety could raise." The present superiour is a lady 
of Irish extraction, her age apparently bordering on 
thirty. In this conventual seclusion, (devoted to 
what might well seenv to the mind of a delicate fe- 
jnale, the most disgusting duties of humanity,) she 
exhibits that easy elegance, and softened cheerfulness 
of manner, so often affected, and rarely attained by 
the many votaries, who dress their looks and carriage 
in "the glasn^of fashion." She conducted us, with 
the greatest politeness, throiigh every part of the 
building, which^ as well as the " Hotel Dieu," in 
point of order, neatness, and arrangement, seems sin- 
gularly adapted to the comfort and recovery of the 
nofoirtunate beings, to whose reception they are con- 
secrated. Their funds I understood to be small, and 
managed with strict economy. They receive a small 
fium annually from Government"^ in addition to the 
revenue arising from their domain-lands. There is 

''' Id eoosidgratioD of which, soldiers are received as patients. 
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no distinction in tbe^ admission of Catbolick or Pro- 
testant : the hand of charity has spread a couch for 
each in his infirmities. Both houses have a small 
pharmacopoeia in charge of a sisler instructed in me- 
dicine. The several duties of fending the sick by- 
night, cooking, Sec. are distributed by rotation. Em- 
ployment is thus equally secured to all, and the first 
evil of cankering thought effectually prevented. Good 
humour and contented cheerfulness seem to be no 
strangers to these " veiled votaries ; seem ! nay, 
perhaps are ; for without ascribing any miraculous ef- 
fect to the devotion of a cloister, it is no unreasona- 
ble supposition, that in an establishment of this kind, 
the duties and occupations of which prevent seclu- 
sion from stagnating into apathy, or thought from 
fretting its^elf into peevishness, a greater degree of 
tranquillity, (and this is happiness,) may possibly be 
obtained, than commonly falls to the lot of those who, 
drudge through the ordinary callings, or weary them- 
selves with the common enjoyments of society. Grave 
men have doubted whether the purposes of these in- 
stitutions might not be better answered by our com- 
mon hospital establishments, aVid have even indulged 
themselves in a sneer, at the idea of young men being 
attended in sickness by nuns ! On the question ge- 
nerally, it may be observed, that few (who have any 
knowledge of the system of common hospitals) can be 
at a loss to appreciate the difference betwixt the ten- 
der solicitude with which charily smooths, for con- 
science sakb,.the bed of suffering, and the heartless, 
grudging attendance which hospital nurses inflict upon 
their victims. If the action of the mind produce a 
sensible effect on the frame, particularly in^ sickness, 
this is no immaterial circumstance, in a medical poiDt 
of view. Even when the hour of human aid is past, 
it is, perhaps, still something, that the last earthly ob- 
ject should be a face of sympathy, and the last duties 
of humanity be paid with a semblance of affection. 
For those who dedicate themselves to this ministry. 
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some apology may be urged f o JBucb as admit motive 
as, at least an extenuating circumstance in the consi- 
deration of errour. The moral criticks, perhaps, 
who are foremost to condemn their practice as super- 
stitious, revolt less from the supposition, than from 
thp self-sacrifice it requires. Let the lash of satire 
fall merciiesly on mere bigots, wherever they are 
found ; but against the spirit, which, abjuring the 
pleasures, devotes itself to the most painful duties of 
life, what argument can be directed, which may not 
be left for its refutation to the prayers and blessings 
of the poor ? The most objectionable part of the in- 
stitution seems to be the committing of insane per- 
sons, of both sexes, to the charge of females : the an- 
swer is, th^ there is no other asylum for them ; the 
blame therefore attaches to the police of the coun- 
try ; for it ^8 evident, that women are very inadequate 
to the charge of such patients as require coercive 
treatment, particularly men.'* 

The Ursuline Convent, founded by Madame de 
la Peltrie, in 1639, for the education of female chil- 
dren, stands within the city. It has, both in its inte- 
rior decoration, and the dress of its inhabitants, a 
greater appearance of wealth than the ** General 
Hospital," and ^' Hotel Dieu.'' Among the orna- 
ments of the chapel, we were particularly directed to 
the skull and bones of a missionary who had been 
murdered by the savages, for attempting their con- 
version : it is perhaps doubtful, considering the gene- 
ral indifference of the Indians on matters of religious 
controversy, whether this was the real and sole of- 
fence by which he won the crown of martyrdom. 
These nuns have generally about 200 little girls un- 
der their care, but I was sorry to observe their edu- 
cation bought with their health ; not one of them but 
had a pallid sickly appearance, arising probably from 

* We saw one patient, who would never saifer himself to be 
eloathed. 
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much continement, dariog a long winter, in an atmos- 
phere highly heated with stoves, joined to the salt, 
uhwholeaome diet, generally used by the Canadians* 
I ought not to omit, for the honour of these ladies* 
charity, that they keep a town hull. 

The seminary is a collegiate institution, for Ibe 
gratuitous instruction of the Catholic youth of Can- 
ada. The number of scholars is commonly about 200. 
The expenses of professors, teaching, &c. are de- 
frayed by the revenue arising from the Seignioral do- 
mains, belonging to the establishment. The course 
of studies here qualifies for ordination. There is a 
small museum, or '* cabinet de physique," which 
seems in a growing ^condition ; it contains, besides 
natural curiosities, electrical apparatus, telescopes 
and other instruments of science. The library is 
somewhat too theological ; there is a small hell at- 
tached to it, in which I perceived our common Pray- 
er Books, Testaments, &c. in company with iiian7 
divines, as well Catholic as Protestant, Bayle, and a 
few travellers and philosophers, but the greater part 
theologians. The old palace, besides the chambers 
for the council, and House of Assembly, contains a 
good ptiblick library ; thenatUre of the collection, may 
be defined generally, as the reverse of that of the 
seminary library. There is a good assortment of ^lis- 
torical works, of a standard quality, and of travels ; 
but no classicks, probably because none of the inhabi- 
tants kffect to read them. A library is also on the 
eve of being established, bythe officers of the staff 
and garrison ; but the SQciety of Quebec is generally 
on too limited a scale, and too exclusively military 
or com?nercia1, to foster any considerable spirit of 
literature or science* An attempt was made during 
Sir G. Prevost*8 administration, to establish a society 
on the plan of the Royal Institution, but it fell to the 
ground, for want of a sufficiency of efficient members, 
eleven being the supposed necessat'y quantum to be- 
gin with; nor is this seeming scarcity surprising, 
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when we consider, that the short Canadian summer 
is appropriated to business, and that during the te- 
dious winter, the men are never tired of dhmers, nor 
the ladies of dancing. ^ 

There are some peculiar and interesting features in 
the neighbourhood of Quebec. The lofty banks of the 
St. Lawrence, from Cape Diamond to Cape Rouge, are 
composed of claj-slate, g<^nerally of a dark colour, 
sometimes of a dull red, wh.^nce the name of "Cap 
Rouge." The bed of the river is of the same crum- 
bling stone ; and being triturated by time and the 
elements, gives its sands a close resemblance, both 
io colour and consistency, to smith's filings. Bare 
however, as they are of soil, these perpendicular 
cliffs are every where cloathed with a luxuriant ver- 
dure of shrubs and trees, whose roots, wieathing 
themselves round barren rocks, seem to woo from 
the charity of the heavens, the nutriment denied 
them by a niggard parent. 

About two miles above Ctuebec, a break in the 
naagnificent line of cliffs forms the little recess, called 
Wolfe's Cove ; a steep path-way leads up the heights 
to the plains of Abram; traces of field-works are 
still risible on the turf, and the stone is pointed out 
on which the hero expired. The cove is at present 
appropriated to the reception of lumber, which comes 
dowrf the river from the States and Upper Province, 
in rafts, which frequently cover the surface of half 
an acre ; when the wind is favourable, they spread 
10 or 12 square sails, at other times they are poled 
down ; the men, who navigate them, build small 
wooden houses on them, and thus, transported with 
their families, poultry, and frequently cattle, from a 
complete floating village. A great proportion of the 
timber is brought from lake Champlain, and the trade 
is almost wholly in the hands of the Americans. 

A second crescent-like recess, about a mile from' 
Wolfe's Cove, conceals the little village of Sillori. 
Nothing can be more romantic than the seclusjon of . 
this charming spot. The river road to it turns round 
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the foot of gigantic clifis, which seem interposed be- 
twixt it and the world's turmoil. The heights which 
encircle it are deeplj^ wooded to their sumniifS) and 
retire sufficiently from the river to leave a pleasant 
meadow and hop-ground round the yiiiage, consisting 
of about haif-a-dozen neat white houses, one of which 
is an inn. On the river's edge stands the ruin of an 
old religious house, built by French missionaries, for 
the purpose of preaching to the Huron tribes, who 
then inhabited this neighbourhood. There is now 
DO trace of these missionaries, or of their labours, 
except in the little village of Loretto, which contains 
the only surviving relicks of the once powerful Huron 
nation*: so efficacio^isly have disease and gunpow- 
der seconded the converting zeal of Europeans. 
Besides the road which winds under the clifis, Sil- 
lori has two leading to Quebec through the woods. 
These woods cover the greater part of the country, 
betwixt the St. Foi road, and the river, offering all 
the luxury of shade and sylvan loveliness to the few 
disposed to accept it. I say, the few, for the fash- 
ionables of Quebec commonly prefer making a kind 
of Rotten Row of the Plains of Abram, round which 
they parade with the periodical uniformity of blind 
horses in a mill. 

Lake Charles is generally talked of as one of the 
pleasantest spots round Quebec, and instiances have 
been known of parties of pleasure reaching it. It is 
about three miles in length ; and perhaps one at its 
greatest breadth. Towards the middle of it, two 
rocky points shoot out so as to form, properly speak- 
ing, two lakes, connected by a narrow channel. A 
scattered hamlet, taking its name from the lake, is 
seen with its meadows and tufted orchards along the 
right bank of the outward basin. Wooded heights 
rise on the opposite shore, and surround the whole 
of the interior lake, descending every where to the 
water's edge, the whole forming a scene of lovely 
loneliness, scarcely intruded mi by the canoe of the 

* About forty heads of families. 
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silent angler. There is more in the whole landscape 
to feel, than to talk about, so that it is little wonder- 
ful that an excursion to Lake Charles should be more 
frequently talked about, than made. 

The Huron village of Loretto stands on^ the left 
bank of the Charles about four miles below the Lake, 
(eight from Quebec.) The river, immediately on 
passing the bridge, below the village, rushes down 
its broken bed of granite, with a descent of about 
seventy feet, and buries itself in the windings of the 
deeply-shadowed glen below. A part of the fall is 
diverted to turn a mill, which seenis fearfully suspen- 
ded above the foaming torrent. The village covers 
a plot of ground very much in the manner of an En- 
glish barrack, and altogether the reverse of the strag- 
gling Canadian method; it is, in fact, the method 
o( their ancestors. I found the children amusing 
themselves with little bows and arrows. The houses 
kad generally an air of poverty and slovenliness : 
that, however, of their principal chief, whom 1 visit- 
ed, was neat and comfortable. One of their old men 
gave me a long account of the manner in which the 
Jesuits had contrived to trick them out of their seig- 
nioral rights, and possession of the ^rant of land made 
them by the king of France, which consisted, origin- 
ally, of four leagues, by one in breadth, from Sillori, 
Dorth. Two leagues of this, which were taken from 
them by the French government, upon promise of 
an equivalent, they give up, he said, as lost ; but as 
the property of the Jesuits is at present in the hands 
of commissioners appointed by our Government, 
they were in hopes of recovering the remainder, 
which it never could be proved that their ancestors 
either gave, sold, lent, or in any way alienated. 
Although the oldest among them retains no remem- 
brance of the wandering life of their ancestors, it is 
still the life they covet; "for," said a young Huron, 
" on s*ennuie dans h village, et on nt s^ennuie 
jamais dans hs 6ois." 
8 
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CHAPTER XII. 

aUEBEC TO KAMOURASKA. 



Jul^ letli. St. Thomas 36 MUei. 

17tb Riviere Quelle / . 42 

I8th. Kamouraaka 18 

90 Miles 



TO QUEBEC BT THE NORTH SHORE. 

2l9t Malbay ... 20 Ferry. 

22d. St. Paul's Bay . . 30 

Mth. La Peti<» tMete 12 Water. 

25tb. St. Joahim ... 18 do. 

ClQebec 30 

110 
90 



Opposite to Quebec is Point Levi, a commaBcl- 
iog emineoce oo the right bank of St. LawreocCi 
whose breadth here is little above a mile. A party 
of Michmac Indians were encamped on the Hhore. 
Thej were the first Indians I had seen, in any 
thing like their original condition of life, and are al- 
most the only ones to be se^n about Q^uebec. Their 
encampment consisted of four tents, raised with pine 
poles, and covered with the bark of the white birch, 
which is used generally for this purpose, ami for 
canoes, by all the tribes of the continent. Two 
women were gumming their canoe at the water'* 
^dge ; three or four little half-naked " bronzed varl- 
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ets'' were dabbling in the tide, who, on my coming 
wpf began to articulate "how d'ye do," in Michroac 
English. A man in one of the tents was^ making 
gmall canoes for children's toys, and the rest were in 
that slate of indolence, most accordant to their dis- 
positions, when their circumstances, will permit it. 
In dress and personal appearance they were too like 
gypsies to hequire more particular description, ex- 
cept that their cheek-'bones, high, and set wide apart, 
rendered them the ugliest looking mortals I bad 
ever seen. The Miohmacs originally dwelt and 
bunted betwixt the shores of Nova Scoija and the 
St. Lawrence. Like all Indians enclosed within 
the pale of civilization, they are wasting fast from 
the effects of spirituous liquors, bad living, and in* 
dolent hal^its ; deprived of the resource of the chase 
by the jirogress of agriculture, they wander on the 
shores of the St. Lawrence, fish, beg, or steal, and 
lire as they can, that is, ill enough. 

St. Michel is remarkable for the neatest inn in the 
countrv; I dined there, and slept at the bouse of 
Mr. Couillard, a Canadian gentleman. His hoiise, 
which ^e had lately erected, was a substantial stone 
building furnished in the plainest manner, much per- 
kapS) as were those of our country gentlemen, a 
century ago ; that is, much ws^inscot, no papering, 
little or no mahogany, plain delf ware, a rustic estab- 
liahment, with two or three little girls to wait, in- 
stead of ^ footman, and as many large dogs for por- 
ters. In the morning, Mr. Couillard accompanied 
me to the mouth of the South River, which falls 
OTer a ledge of rocks into the St. Lawrence, below 
his house, where the early fisherman was iust visiting 
his nets, stretched below the fall. We returned 
through the village, which is one of the neatest in 
tbe province ; the houses are placed in the Dutch 
fashion, with the gable end to the road. The num- 
ber of inhabitants in the whole parish is reckoned at 
1600, who have among them 1000 chitdren ; a good 
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proof, as Mr. Couillard seemed justly to think, of 
their populative disposition. On entering the church, 
we found the priest drilling a considerable number 
of them, previous to their receiving th« sacrament, 
and bestowing a box on the ear, whenever it seemed 
necessary, to accustom the head to its proper posi- 
tion. There is an English school in (he village.^ 

The tract of country betwixt Quebec and St. 
Thomas, is generally a flat, of variable breadth, lying 
betwixt the river and a chain of mountains or high 
lands, which follows the same direction, sometimes 
approaching nearer to, and sometimes retiring from 
its banks. In the neighbourhood of St. Thomas, the 
breadth of cultivated land seldom seems to exceed 
two Leagues ; beyond is hill and forest, into which 
no Canadian has yet ventured to penetrate for the 
purpose of settlement. Indeed, the most prominent 
trait in the character of this people, is an attachment 
to whatever is established. Far different in this 
respect from the American, the Canadian will sub- 
mit to any privation, rather than quit the spot hia 
forefathers tilled, or remove from the sound of his 
parish bells^. 

The next evening brought me to the village of 
Quelle, situated on the right bank of a river so call- 
ed. I had a letter to the Seigneur, Mr. Casgrin, 
whom I found near the ferry, busied among hia 
workmen, in the superintendance of a hew bridge, 
to supply the place of the ferry. He received me 
very politely, and having conducted me to a neat 
house, facing the stream, invited me to his family 
supper, which in Canada, as well as in the States, 
is formed by a combination of the tea equipage, with 
the constituent parts of a more substantial meal. 
He introduced me to his architect, whose appearance 
well answered Mr. Casgrin's description of " rusti' 

' '*' By an Act 41 Geo. 3. an English school is established ia 
ft»ch of the principal villages of the Lower Province. 
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ctiSy abnormis, sapiens.^^ The whole of bis work- 
men, 45 in number, were, according to the custom 
of the country, boarded and lodged in his house ; 
and I must do them the justice lo saj, 45 quieter 
people never lodged beneath a roof. Early hours 
being the order of the day, we retired to rest at 
nine o'clock ; after an early breakfast, a relation of 
my host took me in his caleche, to visit a porpoise 
fishing in the neighbourhood ; the drive was about 
four miles, the last two of them through a pine 
wood, preserved round the fishery, that the noise of 
agricultural occupations may not frighten the game 
frdra the shore. The fishery lies betwixt the mouth 
of the Quelle, and a ridge of rocks jutting into the 
St. Lawrence,, about a mile lielow it — from , the ex- 
tremity of this ridge, an enclosure of stakes runs a 
considerable way obliquely across the stream, and 
by crossing the retreat of the porpoises, as the tide 
falls, conducts them into shallow water, where they 
are harpooned ; I saw one on the beach, which bad 
been taken that morning ; he was a small one, mea- 
suring but 10 feet in length, much mpre like a fat 
white hog, than a fish; the aperture^ of the ear is 
covered by the skin, and by no means indicates the 
acuteness of hearing ascribed to this animal by the 
fishermen ; the largest are 18 feet in length, and are 
computed to yield two hogsheads of oil each, the 
quality of which makes it in high request among the 
natives, even for culinary purposes. I was told, 
that as many as 300 were sometimes taken in a 
morning ;^ the Seigneur is entitled to -^th, and Mr. 
Casgrin received ^^th, besides, as part owner. On 
the ledge of rocks was placed a small wooden cross, 
on which, every spring, the Cur^ is summoned to 
bestow his benediction, without which, no success is 
to be expected through the season. As the fii^hery 
is at present rather on the decline, it is probable the 
porpoises have hit upon some counter-charm. The 
inhabitants point out as a great curiosity, a succes- 
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sion of marks or fractures on these rocks, whicfa^ 
from their shape, they call the Rackets, or Snow 
Shoes, to which, thej certainly bear considerable 
resemblance, both in shape, size, and position, being 
placed much at the distance a roan would step. ^ My 
bost, probably no great geologist, conjectured they 
were really the impression of shoes, made while the 
rock was soft ; and this explanation perfectly satis- 
fies the whole neighbourhood. Perhaps many im- 
portant systems are built on analogies, not much 
closer. ' 

For some miles before reaching Kamouraska, a 
striking difference becomes visible in the appearance 
of the country. The basis of the soil had hitherto - 
consisted of the same clay-slate, generally red, which 
constitutes the bed and banks of the St. Lawrence 
about Quebec, interspersed with frequent detached 
blocks and masses of granite, apparently springing 
through it. Here, however, granite begins to quit 
its secondary rank, and gradually seems to become 
the general substratum of the soil :^ instead of scat* 
lered masses, lofty ridges and mounds of considera- 
ble size make their appearance. At St. Roch, the 
road runs for nearly a mile beneath a perpendicular 
kdge of it, probably 300 feet in height. Towards 
Kamouraska, it rises into a succession of sharp coni- 
cal hills, resembling a line of lofty pyramids^ ranged 
at angles to the course of the river. The most 
singular mass of this kind, I had an opportunity of 
observing closely, is about two miles below Kamour* 
aska; its circumference is about a league at the 
base ; the height may be betwixt 4 and 500 feet ; 
its sides rise in many places as smoothly perpendicu- 
lar as if cut down by an axe, scarcely yielding a 
fissure, in which the stunted cedar can take root* 
A flat meadow divides this immense rock from aa- 

* The valley of the river Quelle prodacei HmestoM, but of 
aa inferiour quality. 
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otberi seemiBgly of nearl/ equal dimensions, and ' 
towering up no less boldly. The small space which 
divides them, (not a quarter of a mile,) and the 
perfect congruity of their shape, irresistibly impress 
CD the mind, the idea of their having once formed a 
single mountain. 

Eamouraska is pleasantly situated on the St. 
Lawrence, and is a village of some resort during 
summer, for sea-bathing ; the salt-water first eviderit- 
ty commencing in this neighbourhood. The parish 

' is of some extent, as may be conjectured from the 
value of the cure, estimated at 1000/. per annum; 
that is, when all dues are fully paid, which was not 
the case with the last curd, recently deceased, who, 
** good easy man,'' was not only content to receive 
what his parishoners chose to give him, generally 
about one-third of his right, but gave away half of 
the little remainder, living in a crazy tenement, on 
apostolic diet, and amusing himself by walking on 
the be%ch, to ask and hear the news, Op'posite 
Kamouraska i^ a cluster of small islands, or rather 
wooded rocks, round which there are considerable 
fisheries of salmon, herrings, and sardines; the first 
two of which are cured and exported to the West 
Indies. These fisheries are constructed much like 

• the porpoise fishery ; a considerable space of water 
is enclosed with two hedges, tapering to a point, and 
terminating in a small circular basin, from which the 
fish are taken at low water. I spent the greater part 
of a day, on one o^ these islands, with a Canadian 
gentleman, to whom some of the fisheries belonged ; 
we went round them in a cart, to take out our fish, 
which we broiled, and dined d la militairej under 
our tent, on the rocks. Their stony soil, besides 
pine and cedar, and a variety of shrubs, produces 
the wild gooseberry, rasberry, cherry, and plum, in 
great abundance. A telegraph is erected on one of 
thein, where the soldiers have established a thriving 
potatoe garden. We returned to Eamouraska in the 
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evening, cheered on our way with the rude harmooj 
of the Canadian boat-song. 

The ground rises gradually behind Kamouraska 
into a high rocky ridge, from whence the eye dwells 
delighted on the broad St. Lawrence, studded with 
woody isles, and bounded by the bold mountain 
shore of the northern banfi. The little river of 
Kamouraska, descending from the eastern raountaios, 
encounters this granite ridge, and falls in a bro^d 
sheet over a natural wall of about thirty feet in height; 
a portion of the current is diverted from the summit 
to turn a grist mill, the property of the Seigneur, 
who receives one fourteenth of the quantity ground, 
amounting to one thousand bushels of wheat per an- 
num, in addition to the miller's fee. The miller 
is an old Hanoverian, who served in the American 
war. 

The St. Lawrence is twenty-two miles broad at 
Kamouraska. I wa$) the whole of a day crossing it, 
in a little boat, to Malbay, or rather to a scattered 
hamlet, four miles to the north of it, the falling tide 
having prevented our doubling the last rocky point. 
From hence I was carted to the ferry of the little 
river at the mouth of which the village stands. I 
inquired, as is the custoin in the untravelled parts of 
Canada, for the best house, in which to find hospi- 
tality for the night, and was directed to that of 
Madame Nairn, the lady of the Seignory. I found 
it a plain, and rather large dwelling, standing in a 
meadow, on the edge of the St. Lawrence. The 
lady was from home, but an old domestick assiduous- 
ly welcomed me in : wine was immediately offered 
me, and in a few minutes, refreshments were on the, 
.table; eggs, tea, and bread and butter, to which a 
long fast inclined me to do ample justice. I after- 
wards walked round the village. Its site is a small 
semicircle of alluvial land lying at the foot of moun- 
tains of a bolder and more rotnantick character than 
any 1 had yet seen in Canada. The only aperture 
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in the chain affords a passage to the Malbay river, 
which emerges fro(n a darkly -shaded glen, on the 
north west of the village* The houses, about Forty 
or fifty in number, follow the curve of the soil, or 
banks of the streamlet, near the mouth of which a 
neat white o^urch rises, in striking relief, against 
the dark bold mountain, towering about half a mile 
beyond it. Near the St. Lawrence I observed a 
number of sharp conical sand-bills, or mounds, from 
ten to forty feet in height. The extreme regularity 
of their figure strongly impressed me with an idea 
of their artificial construction ; upon an English 
down they would pass for barrows ; I even fancied 
I could trace the remains of a foss and raised path- 
way to some of them, like the entrance to' a Roman 
camp ; but whether they are the graves of forgotten 
Sachems, or the work of the floods of former ages, 
I pretend not to decide. I found a comfortable 
chamber prepared on ray return, and breakfast on 
the table in the morning. "How do you cqntrive 
to get through your time here, my girl ?" said I, 
to the rosy-cheeked damsel who kept up my supply 
of fresh eggs ; " O, Sir, the time goes very quick ; 
we have plenty of employment." " Well, but in 
winter ?" O the winter passes still quicker than the 
Bummer." I regretted I had not an opportunity of 

I laying my respects to my kind hostess, in whose 
iEtmily time was allowed to jog quietly on, without 
any extraordinary contrivances for his destruction, a 
privilege so seldom granted him by the present ge- 
neration. There is something of the romance of real 
life in Mrs. Nairn's history. She accompanied her 
husband from Scotland, during the American war, 
.in which he served, and was rewarded by a grant of 
the Seignory of Malbay, a tract of mountain coun- 
try, little prized by Canadian or English settlers, but 
dearer, perhaps to him, from its likeness to his na- 
tive Highlands. When he settled on it there were 
but two houses, besides the one be built. He livedl 
9 
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bepc till bis death, and his widow has continued to 
riestde here for forty-five years, during which the 
three houses have grown into a parish of three hun- 
dred inhabitants* Two of Mrs. Nairn's^ daufthters 
are married and settled in the village. Her son fell 
in the battle of Chrystler's Farm. 

Malbay is the last settlement on the north bank oi 
of the St. Lawrence. The only habitation beyond - 
it, is a trading house of the Northwest Company^ 
who drive a pretty gainful trafiBck with the Indians 
of thre neighbourhood, taking their furs at a ahilling 
each," and selling them those commodities custom 
has rendered necessaries, at their own price ; no 
pains, nor even violence being spared, to prevent 
any competition likely to diminish their profits. A 
striking instance of this spirit occurred last year at 
Pistole. Nearly opposite to their trading post is a 
Canadian fishery, the business of which is generally 
carried on during the, spring, when the fish frequent 
the south side of the river ; last year^ however, 
owing to a scarcity of salt, it was necessarily pnt 
ofi* until the 'autumn, when the fish are found on the 
north bank ; but when the fishermen attempted to 
pursue their vocation in fhis direction, they were set 
upon by an armed party of the subalterii agents of 
the Northwest Company, their oars and boat tack, 
ling destroyec^ and themselves set adrift, at the wet^ 
cy of the elements. Fortunately they succeetled 
In gaining the shore in this condition, and are since 
understood to have cominenced a process against 
these lawless traders, who, themselves, uncharti^ed 
monopolists, assumed the possibility of these fisher- 
men commnnicating with the Indians, as a pretext 
for this unprovoked outrage. 

The road from Malbay M St. Paul's Bay, follows 
the direction of the river, over a tract of mountarh 
country, occasionally crossed by deep glens, and 
eovered with pine, cedar, elm, maple, birch, atid 
wild cherry : neither oak, nor hickory, are found so 
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for north. Scattered settlementg are every where 
met with aJoog the road, and many an acre, on wfaic)| 
the half burnt pipe-trunks are still standing, rather 
indicates the progress of cullivafion, than adds to 
(he beauty of the landscape. Rather more than half 
way betwixt Maibay and St. Paul's Bay, stand's the 
little village of/ '^ Les Eboulemens." I stopped my 
palecbe at the house of the cur^, whose rpsy en 
kon pointy ami good humour, betokened bim equally 
at ease in spirituals and temporals.^ H^ regaled 
me with wine and strawberries, served by his sister,^ 
the staid gouvernapte of his small menage; and if 
wine and fruit, after a dusty journey, required any 
sauce, 1 should have found it in the pleasure my en* 
tertainers seemed to feel m my appetite. He If^* 
ipei|ted he had nothing better to offer me, ()ut if ( 
would stay a few days, and fnake his hou^e rqj 
liorne, the best be coi|ld procure was at my service. 
The only return he required, or I could make, to 
Ibis btispitality, was to tell bifn the news, apd leave 
bim my namet to add to the small list of strangers, 
who bad honoured his humble domicile. Perversa 
fortune, that planted thy social spirit on the bleak 
crest of '^Les Eboulemens !" not one, I trust, of 
thy few visitants, has forgotten thp smile of thy ruddy 
countenance, thy band and cassock, somewhat the 
worse for time and snuff, thy ea^y chair^ and bre- 
viary tied up in black cloth ; or the neat flower 
garden round thy porch, whence, at the interval q{ 
thy evening devotion, I c^d fancy thine eye resting 
complacently oa the lovely prospect it commands — 
the small white church, gleaming iq the vale below ; 
t^yond it a succession of lofty capes and wooded 
promontoriesi jutting into the broad St. (jawrence ; 

* 1 am sorrj to say, I d|d not do his philosophy safficient 
honour by the conjecture;,! learned aflerwards th;U he was 
very poor, lieing very generous, and no fa?ourite with the 
Msfaop. 
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and " Isle aiix CoudresV Ijing, like a shield, on its 
bright waters. 

St. Paul's Bay is a flourishing little village, much 
resembling Malbay, in site and feature. The parish 
18 reckoned to contain about 2000 inhabitants, the 
greater part of them settled along the little river, 
whose mouth forms the bay, and which once proba- 
bly covered the soil on which the village is built. 
From St. Paul's Bay to St. Joachim, there is a road 

flanned, but, as I had not leisure to wait its making, 
procured a boat to take me round Cape Tormento. 
*^ Isle aux Coudres" lies within the bay ; it is one of 
the earliest settlements in Canada, and said still to 
retain, with the simple manners, a considerable share 
of the national urbanity of its first colonist. My 
boat's crew, though strong in number, were weak in 
•kill, nearly half of them being old men, for the first 
time in their lives handling an oar ; an evil which be- 
gan to be felt, as soon as we had to contend with the 
ihort swell, caused by the opposition of wind and 
tide ; the contest, however, was but of short duration, 
for after a little bungling and tossing, and some awk- 
ward attempts, on the part of oiir young hands, to 
laugh away their fright, we found ourselves obliged 
to make for the village. of" La Petite Riviere," to 
prevent greater evils. 

After securing our boat, we wound our way through 
a marshy meadow, towards a small wooden house at 
the end of the village, whose appearance bespoke it 
none of the best there, but it had the merit, as my 
commodore and pilot observed, of being kept by a 
clean woman, and of lying handy to the boat. We 

I)roceeded, accordingly, down the plashey path which 
ed to it, and by the help of stepping stones, manoeu- 
vred across the duck-puddle round the door-way. 
The interior, howeier, did not discredit the "gude 
wife's'/ character. The white-washed walls, against 
which hung the skin of a sea-wolf, were clean, and 
a small display of brown pans and many-coloured 
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crockery, neatly arranged, fronted the door. The 
dame and her daughter readily left their carding, to 
set about preparing a meal : and a plentiful dish of 
omiet, fried with bacon; and served up with maple 
sug^ir, was soon placed on what in height and dimen- 
sions might have passed equally for stool or tablc^. 
^Three iron forks, and as many platters, coiupleated 
our service ; the only knife in the family being pro- 
ducjed from our host's breeches pocket, where it usu- 
ally reposed, after its daily duties of cutting sticks,' 
bread for the family consumption, and bacon. As 
there was nothing in this banquet to induce excess, I 
ventured, immediately after it, to commence a survey 
of the hamlet. It occupies a strip of land along the 
St. Lawrence, about four miles in length, and seldom 
half a mile in its greatest breath. Towards either 
end of it, the bold ridge-shores closes in, and narrows 
this distance into little more than the breadth of a 
road, and pebbly beach. This screen of rocks, ris- 
ing precipitously to the height of several hundred 
feet, and thus effectually protecting the territory of 
this secluded colony from the chilling noi:thrwest 
winds,^ is cloathed to the summit with deep groves 
of pines, beeeh, and maple ; the latter of which aSbrd 
annually more than sufficient sugar for the consump- 
tion of the inhabitants. The style of their houses is 
at once substantial and commodious: walls freshly 
white-washed, and deftly-trimmed gardens, denote a 

* Experience confirms the rational conjecture, that it is to 
the severity of this wind, sweeping over the bleak regions of 
Hudson's Bay, and the Labrador coast, that the extreme cold 
of Lower Canada is principally attributable. The north-wester- 
ly course of the streams which fall into the St. Lawrence, on 
its left bank, by opening a passage to this wind, obviates the 
good effects of the shelter afforded by its, lofty shores. The 
village of La Pet^ite Riviere seems indebted for its genial cli- 
mate to the fafourable distinction of being watered by a 
stream too narrow and winding to leave any considerable 
breach i& the heights, by which it is sheliered, for the wind to 
pass through. 
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condition beyond the mere grovelling of existence. 
They are grouped, or irregularly scartered along the 
road, each embosomed in its own tufted orchard, at 
once the weaHh and gbry of^its owner. This luxuri- 
ant abundance of fruit trees is not only the nnost 
gracefirl feature of (he HCene, but a very striking pe- 
culiariry in the Rite and soil of this^ favoured spot, 
which produces apples as abundantly, and of equal 
qu^ility wirh those of Montreal; plums, cherries, and 
currants no less pienUfully * even the peach deigns to 
ripen here, (hough found uo where besides in Cana<» 
da, to the west of the Niagara frontier. Fruit 19 
therefore the staple commodity of the village, an4 
obtains for the inh^»bi^;inlsi, not only the corn th%y 
have not space to raise in sufficient quantity for their 
consumption, but the few articles they are accustom- 
ed to consider the luxuries of life. 

At the lower end of the village, a rustick bridge 
of pine logs, crosses '< La Petite Riviere." h sat 
down on a fallen tree to aduiire this "swift gurgling 
ttreauilet, as it came from its green alcov^, 

** Making sweet masick with th* enameled stones," 

and constrasting its white broken current with the 
deep, and varied verdure of the birch, pine, and ma- 
ple, over-arching its rocky banks, as if to veil the 
secret urn, »and repose of its Naiad. On my wajr 
back, I accepted one of the many courteous oSers of 
the ** Fathers of the Hamlet," to enter his house and 
refresh myself. After taking a glass of mjik, the 
good man offered me, as the greatest treat within his 
means, rum and tobacco ; and on my declining both, 
" What," said he, " you neither drink rum nor smoke 
tobacco? How rich you must be!" I could not 
assent to his conclusion, though it wonld, in general, 
be just enough if in the place of rum and tobacco, 
one should substitue the equivalent luxuries of more 
polished life. He informed me^ the hamlet contaiiQ- 
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ed tliirty fires, and one hundred and Ihirij grown up 
persons; or as be expressed it/ " Communicantg ;'* 
persons receiving the sacra nieiif ; a criterion of popu- 
lation very common in Lower CanaHa, and very ill 
suited to most btber counts ie?. All his observations 
bespoke a mind cheerful and conlenled. He praised 
the excellence of the soil, urid observed. It was one of 
the earliest settlements in Canada^ " Tbeir young 
men," he said, " had gone out during; the war, but 
raost of them had returned safe^ for Sir George had 
always spared the Canadians." He offered me his 
bouse, if I was unproviderl vritb a lodging, adding, 
that every house in the vilUis^e would be equally at 
my service, either for my&etf, or tbe persons who 
came with me. I repaid his kind offers, by giving 
bim the best advice I could, on the disordered state 
of a watch he bad purchased of a knavish tradesman 
in Quebec ; and we parted, I think with somewhat 
more of cordial leave-taking, than usually graces the 
separation of such brief acquaintance 

On returning from my walk, I found my host's 
family collected round a blazing hearth, though in 
the month of July. They could not sufficiently 
wonder among themselves, that 1 should have walk- 
ed to the end of their village from mere curiosity ; a 
restless feeling, with which the Canadian gentleman 
or peasant is little troubled. An iron lamp having 
been trimmed, and hung against the wall, a copious 
mess of milk porridge was served up for supper ; soon 
after which^ the old people retired to an inner room, 
to perform their evening devotions, while the younger 
members of the family knelt round th^ apartment, and 
havini:!^ prayed some time in silence, retired to rest 
If prayers can enter heaven, it must surely be, when 
they thus rise, a voluntary offering from the dwelling 
of contented poverty. I was roused, at midnight, U> 
mount a bare-backed nag, which a barefooted gossoon 
led by the halter, through lanes aud meadows, till 
emerging among the rocks, a distant light directed us 
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to onr boat, which lay, as the tide was low, some way 
in the stream, and we presently proceeded on our 
Toyaa^e. The cold star-beam enabled us to discern 
the dark outline of Cape Tormento, rising almost 
perpendicularly from the water's edge. Its height is 
estimated by the Canadians at 1800 feet ; but 1 should 
think 800 a sufficient allowance. I landed soon after 
day dawn, near St. Joachim. Here is a house with 
lands, belonging to the Quebec seminary, farmed out 
under the inspection of a steward. 1 fancied the cul- 
tivation of them superiour in method, and (heir crops 
more abundant than any I had seen. The soil is al- 
together alluTial, lying on a level with the river,betwi!tt 
it and its rocky banks, as if redeemed from the water. 
My guide, charioteer, or carter, (for be it known, 
St. Joachim could furnish no costlier vehicle than 
a cart,) having introduced himself to my notice, with 
a compliment to the frankness and honour of his own 
dealings, (of which, by-the-bye, I had some, little 
doubt,) proceeded to inform me of ia far more obvi- 
ous peculiarity in his character ; " quHl aimoit beau- 
cotip d jaser en chemin.^^ He followed up this enun- 
<fiation, or rather denunciation, with a succession of 
interrogatories, monologues, and eulogies on his steed 
*• Papillon," (who had certainly nothing volatile in 
bis whole anatomy,) and good humouredly apologis- 
ed, from time to time, for his excessive loquacity, 
which he ascribed to an extreme thirst for informa- 
tion ; without adding, whether for giving or receiv- 
ing it. He expressed much surprise at the pains 
taken, and bows bestowed by the parliamentary can- 
didates of the province ; said, he imagined it must 
be ^^pour Vhomietir^^^ and desired to know if it was 
the same in England ; I replied in the affirmative, 
with regard to the pains-taking and bowing, though 
I could not add it was altogether ^^ pour Vhonneur.*^ 
No less was his surprise at what he deemed my ab- 
stemoiousness, when he found I took no meal be- 
twixt breakfast and a four o'clock dinner ; detailing, 



Digitized by 



Google 



f^UBBBC TO KAMOURASKA* 79 

at the same time, 4he four diurnal meals with whioh 
he appeased his own appetite. ^' I should like much 
to (ravel with you, said he, but instead of receiving 
wages, I should request to eat as T liked.'' 

From St. Joachim the road runs at the foot of the 
clifis, for the greater part of .the way to Montmo- 
renri ; numberless little streams come hissing down 
the furrowed rocks, and having fed the thriving or- 
chards, which cluster at their base, are received in 
stone tanks, round which, the bare-farmed, naked- 
footed, (I am sorry I cannot say silver-footed,) dam- 
sels of the village repair, unconsciously, to imitate 
the daughters of king Alcinoiis. At Quebec I part- 
ed with my garrulous friend, who very courteously 
pressed me to make his house my quarter, should 
chance again lead me to St. Joachim, adding, by way 
of reply to my hint of the improbability of such an 
occurrence, that " though mountains could not meet, 
men might." 



10 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



THE FALLS OF THE CHAUDIERE. 



The Falifl of the Chaudiere are about finir «ittei 
from the junction of the Chaudiere with the St. Law- 
rence, which takes place on its south shore, five miles 
above Quebec. There are few who will not ac- 
count an excursion hither, among the interesting dajs 
of their life. The wooded eliiS*8 of the St. Law- 
rence, with Sillori, and New Liverpool, looking ovt, 
on opposite sides, from their romantic seclusion ; the 
broad expanse of the river itself, widening out from 
Cap Rouge, as the bastioned heights of Quebec 
seem to close its northern outlet ; the frequent sail, 
or heavy timber-raft, ^* floating many a rood,'* pre- 
pare the mind, by a succession of pleasing objects, 
for the enjoyment of the scene which awaits it. Af- 
ter walking from the little cove, in which you laod| 
to the village of St. Nicholas, (about half a mile,) 
you are furnished with a conveyance, cart or calechei 
to within a mile of the Falls. The road turns from 
the village through the fields, and after descending 
into a little pebbly streamlet, passes through a deep 
wood, principalty of pine and maple, in the middle 
of which, it ceases to be practicable for carriages ; 
you continue -by a footpath, and suddenly emerge 
upon a ledge of rock$, whose disjointed masses, and 
strata, upheaved from their primaeval bed, seem, 
while the rush of waters thunders around, to denote 
the immediate presence of some destroying minister 
of nature. Continuing oyer these recks, you arrive 
at a crag, projecting midway across the river, and 
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crested with a single cedar. The Falls are now 
directly before you ; the riv^r, 240 yards in bread th, 

Erecipitates itself above 100 perpendicular feet; the 
ed of the fall is a red clay-slate, regularly, and even 
fancifully penciled with thin layers of soft grey stone ; 
this gayety of colouring, while it pleasingly relieves 
the solemn grandeur of the scene, lends a russet tinge 
to the descending flood, whose broken masses foam 
in their descent, 'Mike the mane of a chesnut 
Bteed." 

Part of it falls, over a ledge pf rocks, at an oblique 
angle to the main channel, forming ^ lesser cascade, 
which, but for its magnificent neighbour, would itself 
be an interesting object. Nearly on the line of the 
falls, a wall of grainite^ about six feel in height, and 
three in thickness, springs through the strata^ forming 
the bed of the river, aqd traverse^ them in a*8traight 
line, until broken through by the lesser fall, beyond 
which a fragment of it appears again, seeming to in- 
dicate, that it had onc<e extended across the torrei^> 
and resisted its passage. 

There is no other appearance of granite imm*edi- 
afely round the falls, though immense masses of it 
cumber the stream about half a mile below them, and 
form considerable rapids ; viewed from this spot, the 
falls lie in beautiful perspective, beyond the clifis, 
which project from either shore, in their front.* 

The surroundfng scenery is grand and quiet. The 
stately woods have never bowed before the ravage 
of improvement, nor has the stream been tortured, 
and diverted from its channel, for the supply of grist 
and saw mills, f he freshness c^f nature is in every 
sight and sound, and cold must 6e tl;ie heart that feefs 
not a momentary glow, while thus standing in the 
presence of her wildest loveliness. 

* Tfae correspomtiDg position of these cliffy on both sides of 
ih^ Rtreftfn, afl^)rds strong reason to think they once formed 
part of tfae ]e<%e of the Fall, whieh has siooe worn its wa;f 
backward to its present situation. 
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QUEBEC Ta MONTREAL. 



Milei. 
Jiilv 28th, Bridge of Jacques Cartier, 33 

29th, ThrceaRivere, ... 63 Caleche. 
30th, Falls Of Shawinnegamiiie, 21 Canoe. 

Aogost l«t, Berthier, .... 40 Caleche. 
2d, St. Ours, ) ... 1 Feriy. 
St. Antoine, £ ' ' ' 
St. Denys, > - . . 24 
Belceil, . . . . 1612 
4th, Longueil, .... 24 Caleche. 
Montreal, .... 4 Ferry. 

226 1-2 

Tratellers frequently make a small detour to 
pass by the Jacques Cartier bridge, six or seven 
miles above the ferry. Tbe river comes widely 
down betwixt its wooded shores, and, after forming 
several cascades, . foa^ns through a narrow channel, 
which seems chiselled out of the solid rock to receive 
it, and, having passed the bridge, buries itself from 
the eye of the spectator, in the deep valley below. 
The rock, which constitutes its bed, is formed into re- 
gular platforms, descending by natural steps to the 
edge of the torrent. The Jacques Cartier is famous for 
its salmon, which are taken of a great size, and in great 
abundance below the bridge, at the foot of which 
stands a little inn, where the angler may have his 
game cooked for supper, and sleep in the lull of the 
torrent below his chamber window. Its white-washed 
parlour is adorned with stuffed birds, fishing tackle, 
records of large fish caught, and such like sporting 
trophies. I supped ingloriously, but heartily, on 



Digitized by 



Google 



CtUBBEC TO MONTREAL. 77 

salmon I had not captbred. After quitting this 
neighbourhood, the scenery of the Si. Lawrence 
becomes flat and uniform. The high lands, which 
skirt the horizon of Quebec, fall off towards the 
north-west, leaving an expanse of level country as , 
far as the hill, which the primitive settlers, in admi- 
ration of its solitary, and king-like eminence, de- 
nominated the Royal Mountain. The road follows 
the direction of the river, sometimes running along 
the beetling cliff, which once embanked it, and some- 
times descending, to the water's edge, along the nar-^ 
row alluvion time has redeemed from its bed. 

Frou3 Quebec to Montreal .may be called one long 
village. On either shore a stripe of land, seldom ex- 
ceeding a mile^ in breadth, (except near the streams 
which fall info the St. Lawrence,) bounded by ab- 
original forests, and thickly studded with low-brow- 
ed farm houses, white-washed from top to bottom, 
to which a log-barn and stable are attached, and com- 
monly a neat plot of garden ground, represents all 
that is inhabited i>f Lower Canada. A cluster of 
these houses becomes a village, generally honoured 
with the name of some saint, whose church glitters 
afar with tin spires and belfry, ypon the shoulders 
of this patron saint, the Canadian rests the chief 
part of his cares, both temporal and eternal-shaving 
committed his seed to the same ground, and in the 
same manner with his forefathers, he trusts that the 
»*^bon Dieu^* will, through the intercession of the 
said sainj, do the rest. Should an inclement season, 
as was the case last year, disappoint his hopes, he 
is prepare^d patiently to confess himself, and die of 
hunger, fully persuaded that the blessed St. Anne, 
or St. Anthony, will not fail him in both worlds. 

The spirit, which endures an evil rather than 
overcome it, is not very favourable to the comfort 
of a traveller : it indicates bad roads, bad inns, bad 
horses, and bad carriages ; all which he finds ac- 
cordingly ; yet 10 spite of all these, I prefer the 
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travelling of Lower Canada, to that of every olber 
part of the American Continent. You arrive at the 
post house, (as the words '^ maison de poste** 
scrawled over the^ door give you notice, though the 
premises present no further hint of the appointment, 
than perhaps a tattered caleche under the adjoining 
shed.) " Have you horses, Madame ?" ^^oui, Mour 
sieuTf tout de sm7c," — A loud cry 0/ ^*Oh! bon 
hommey** succeeds, to forward the intelligence to her 
husband, ai work in the adjacent field — '^ Mais^ as- 
seyes vous^ Monsieur :*'— ^and if you have patience 
to do this quietly for a few minutes, you wi|J see 
Crebillon, Papillon, or some other on arrive from 
pasture, mounted by honest Jean in bis blue night 
cap, with all his habiliments shaking in the wind, at 
a full canter. The invariable preliminary of splicing 
and compounding the broken harness having been 
adjusted, the whip cracks, and you start to the ex- 
faiiarating cry of '* marche donc^'^ at the rate of six, 
and often, seven miles an hour, with no stoppages. 
Should a further degree of speed be required, the 
place of the English ** extra shilling" is cheaply 
supplied by a few flowers of rhetorick, bestowed in 
the shape of an eulogium on Jean^s punchy, fumb* 
ling nag. << Oh Monsieur, il est bien capable^^^ is 
his complacent replay, Tfor be it known, that «o 
knight of chivalry ^re prized his gallant Bayardo, 
more than the Canadian his dumplin courser,) and 
straightway, an additional mile in his hour's driving 
makes good his boast, and places, beyond the slur of 
sceptical doubt or criticism, Crebillon'a fame. 



THREE RIVERS, AND FALLS OF SHAWfNNEGAMMfi. 

The village of <* Trois Rivieres" stands at the 
mouths of the St. Maurice, which, being three In 
number, were mistaken by Ja^ues Cartier, or hk 
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•ticoefMrSy^ for three distinct rivers^ and tbence ihe 
village bad its name. It conlains an Ursuline god- 
Tent, which marks it for a place of some note in a 
fiatholick country ; but it is slill more worthy of dis- 
iifiction for being the residence of the Abb6 de 
Calonne, brother to the French niiniBter of that 
naioe, so unfortunately memorable^ This excellent 
old man, on the return of Louis XYIII. to France, 
came into possession of property (chiefly forest^ 
lands, which had remained in the hands of the go- 
vernment) to the value of 3000L per annum, the 
whole of which he immediately divided befwixt bit 
nephews ; rightly judging that the real affection of 
relatives consists, not in a testamentary gift of 
wealth they are no longer able to enjoy, but in tlie 
speediest application of whatever means Ihey pos- 
sess, for promoting the happiness of their connex- 
ions. For himseif| he considers it wealth enough 
tliat he is able to employ the evening of life in acts 
of piety and benevolence towards his little cure, 
whose tears will honour his bier, and their gratfiful 
remembrance be all his glory upon earth. He was 
at this time actively engaged in alleviating the dis- 
tress resulting from the last year's defective har^ 
vest. The idhabitants of many villages had, for 
scraietime, been reduced to live on such vegetables 
as they could pick from the woods and fields, and 
many bad died of famine. Considerable relief was 
afforded by the sale of commissariat stores, which 
had been collected largely in case of a continuance 
of war.'^^ This mfeasure bad, perhaps, some coll^- 
leral effect in producing the scarcity, but the pro- 
duction of such extreme distress from a single bad 
harvest, way be considered, generally, ' as symp- 
tomatick of a bad system of agricuh<ure. 

Having procured two experienced boatmen, with 
a bark canoe, I ascended the St. Maurice, to visit 
the Falls of ShawinnegamBie. The river banks, at 
first low, rise, on ascending the stream, io th^ heiglit 
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flometimes of 300 feet. There is an iron forge od 
the right bank, about seven miles from Trois Ri- 
vieres; after which, the silenee of the scene is 
broken bat by the sound of' the Rapids, or the call 
of the wi(d duck, as she skims through the sedges 
before the approach of the canoe. Considerable 
skill and' exertiob ar« requisite to force these frail 
vehicles over the ledges of rock which form the ra- 
pids: should the boat-pole break, or be unskilfully 
planted, your paper craft is hucried off at the mercy 
of the torrent, and dashed to atoms': yet of this 
there is no danger ; or, at least, no more than suffices 
to give the spirits an asjreeable impulse. After as- 
cencling about fifteen miles, we disembarked at two 
portages, within a short distance of each other, form- 
ed by immense masses of granite, wildly scattered 
across the river bed, round which the stream roars 
and dashes, as if indignant at their resistance, and 
precipitates itself, sometimes to the depth of thirty 
or forty feet, cresting* its tawny* waters with foam 
and vapour. One of the boatmen took the canoe, 
fourteen feet in length, on his head, the other carry- 
ing its contents, and walked steadily with it, and his 
fowlingpiece in his hand, across rocks I found it 
quite enough to carry myself over. After paddling 
a few miles further, the river expanded into an ample 
basin, closed round with pine-clad mountains, re- 
flected from its limpid bosom. Yet in this seeming 
security dwells the greatest danger : the stream di?s- 
cendin^ rapidly into it, from the immediate vicinity 
of the falls, is unable to find an exit with equal cele- 
rity at the opposite point, where the channel nar- 
rows ; part of it, therefore, makes a turn within the 
basin, and produces a vortex about its centre, in 
which some of the early voyageurs perished. The 
difficulty is easily avoided, when known, by creeping 

* The St. Maurice, from thr dark colour of its waters, iS 
commoaiy called the Black hivet. 
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close ronnd tbe edge of the shore. About half a 
mile above the basin, tbe river ^gain widens. The 
lumbling of waters is now beard distinctly ; nothing 
however is visible but a sdiootb sheet of water, at 
tlie bottom of which, a lofty barrier of wooded rocks 
forbids all further progress. Cliffd, equally lofty, 
rise on either side. It is pot till you have nearly 
reached tbe shore in front, that you perceive the 
Falls, rushing down on your right hand info a gloomy 
Dook, which seems hollowed out for. their reception. 
I . should conjecture their descent to be about 109 
feet ;'^ but the fall is not perpendicular, and is di- 
vided by an islet, or mass of rocks, on which a few 
pine and cedai; trees have taken root. The current 
betwixt this island and the right bank does not ex- 
ceed the width of twelve yards. The extreme 
breadth of both faUs together, may be sixty ; this, 
however, is not easily estimated, because no front 
Tiew can be obtained, but from the perpendicular 
cliffs which form the elbow round them, and which 
I had no means of ascending. Much clambering is 
requisite to reach the head of the descent, for the 
regufar carrying path cuts off the whole angle, and 
though my boatmen had repeatedly ascended tbe 
river Ao the highlands, (above 100 leagues,) they 
had never before approached the Falls. Tbe rockt 
round tbe foot of them are covered with trunks and 
Kaibs of trees, worn rouncj and smooth, as if turned 
in a lathe, by the action of the torrent. After 
spreading my repast on a granite table, and sharing 
my rustick meal with my conductors, we paddled 
rapidly down the current, and by the aid of a bright 
moon, reached Three Rivers at ten o'clock, making 
forty-four miles in thirteen hours. 

* Tbe different falls and rapids betwixt the mouth of tbe 
river, and the great fall, cauoot be reckoned at less than 100 
feet more : for the whole descent of tbe river in this space, 
150 would probably be no extreme calculation. n. 

II 
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After quitting the St. Maurice, the tributary 
streams of the St. Lawrence descend slowlj and 
muddilj through a considerable extent of flat coun- 
try^ which skirts Lake St. Peter, and spreads at the 
back of the Montreal Island, as far as the Two 
Mountains. The only marked elevation through 
•these extensive flats, is the ancient bank of the 
river, from thirty to fifty feet high, running in the 
direction of, but at various distances from, its pre- 
sent channel. , Betwixt the ]\Jasquenonge and Ber- 
thier, its distance is about a mile. M. Yolney ob- 
serves, that this second ramp is more particularly 
dte^tinguishable along the rivers of the west.^ It 
is, however, not less remarkable on the St. Law- 
rence, and its tributary streams, as far as Lake On- 
tario. It is not only to be traced along the course 
of the river generalfy, but follows each bay and 
winding with a corresponding flexure, thus indicat'^ 
ing, that the subsequent change in the volume of wa- 
ter has taken place gradually, and without violence. 
I could never discover a single creek without this 
accompaniment, though the traveller repeatedly en- 
counters these banks, separated by a flat chantiel of 
eighty or a hundred yards in. width, overgrown with 
trees, through which the track of a scanty streamlet 
is scarcely marked by a line of verdure, fresher than 
the adjacent bottom. 

The numbisr df abandoned mill-seat^, particularly 
in parts of the country recently settled,' as well 
as the difficulty of working many of those still, in 
use, shew the same process of draining to be still 
confinuing. 

The little change which has taken place in the 
line and figure of these slopes warrants the belief, 
that few centuries have passed since the greater part 
of the cultivated land of this' continent was sub- 
merged in morass, and pouring rivers, which have 

* Tableau da Climat, &c. i. p. 89. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THREE RITBRS, &C. 83 

tiDce entirely disappeared, or been greatly reduced 
10 their limits. Where the country is flat, this se- ' 
cond bank must be sought at a considerable distance 
from the present channel; so that a generai rise of 
fifty or sixty feet would probably overflow much of 
the inhabited country' betwixt the Ja(j[ues Cartier 
and St. Maurice, the whole neighbourhood of Lake 
St. PeteV and the Richelieu river, to the foot of the 
Beloeil Mountain, with the southwest shores of the 
Montreal Island, and the greater |)art of the upper' 
province, betwixt the Ottawa and th^ neighbour- 
hood of Prescott. 

Having ferried from Berthier to Contrecoeur, I 
proceeded, "en ca/ec/ic," with two Crebillons, to- 
wards St. Ours, in the direction of the Beloeil Moun- 
tain, towering in the misty horizon. The meadows 
were profusely decorated with the rich orange lily^ 
and the banks and dingles with the crimson cones of 
tbe sumack, and a variety^ of flowering shrubs. Se- 
veral brigs and merchant-ships were dropping down 
with the tide, their crowded sails scarcely swelling 
in the languid summer breeze, which just sufficed to 
temper the glowing atmosphere of August. . 

The Canadian summer (though the present year 
formed in some degree an exception) is hot in pro- 
portion to the severity of the winter, which enables 
the cultivator to raise Indian corn, water melonSi 
gourds, capsicums, and such vegetables as require 
a short and intense heat ; a circumstance which 
lends jhe country the aspect of a Portuguese -sum- 
mer, by way of appendix to a Russian winter. M. 
Yolney observes, (torn. i. p. 134,) that this is the 
case, along the whole extent of the Atlantick coast, 
' as far as the southern states ; each portion of which 
is both hotter in summer, and colder in winter, than 
its parallels in Europe, by many decrees. The 
greatest heat experienced this summer (esteemed a 
very cold one) at Quebec was 92^ of Fahren. In^ 
the diade, BO'' and 82^ were average temperatures 
during July qnd August. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

THE BEI/EIL MOUNTAIN. 

Oiv mj arriyal at the unfrequented village of BelceH, 
I proceeded, according to the travtf ing custom in 
Canada, to the house of the cur^, who generally 
considers, in the remoter parts of the countrj« the 
trifling charges of hospitality repaid by the novelty 
•fa stranger's, visit, and by the little tfews he com^ 
monly brings with him ; but the cur^ of Beloeii was a 
youth of the new school, a cold lanky figure, as 
different from my mountain friend in manners, as in 
appearance. With a very stiff apology, he recoom 
mended me and my baggage to a neighbouring aif- 
berge, where I found more tolerable accommodation 
than the exteriour seemed to promise; it had, how- 
ever, one puzzling oiiaKty, but which could be ex^ 
bibited in wet weather only ; when the shutters were 
open, the windows would not keep out the rain, and 
when they were closed, they would not let in tiie 
light, so that |for one wet forenoon I had to choose 
betwixt darkness and deluge. The next morning I 
again crossed the river, and proceeded towards the 
mountain, which towei-ed like a wall of rock above 
the flat country round it. A few wretched houses 
are scattered at its base, the inhabitants of which 
subsist chiefly by the produce of their apple-or- 
chardsi whose luxuriant verdure richly embowers 
the whole slope, until the ascent becomes diflScult* 
At the end of this hamlet is a mill, built on the edge 
of a ravine, and turned by the streamlet of the 
mountain*lake descending down it. Here I stopped 
to breakfast ; for the m'lU serves in the capacity of 
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an ififi, to the few whom chance maj mislead, or 
repentance for the mn of gluttony Jnduce to stop at 
it. 1 found, however, bread, milk, and fresh eggs, 
(but no tea-spoon to eat them with,) and paid the 
price of a London hotel breakfast ; a strong proof of 
the actual want prevailing in the province. To 
avoid thb thick murky air of the dwellings 1 had my 
table placed out of doors, in the shade of the house, 
and breakfasted to the admiration of half a dozen 
curly ragged heads^ clustering at the window to 
watefa how T ate ; an honour, I remember, paid to 
the great traveller Gulliver, by the natives of Lilli- 
pnt. 

After breakfast 1 began the ascent. The first 
part of the way lies through a deep grove of maple, . 
and presents no greater difSculty than that of mount- 
ing, or creeping round the masses of rock which 
cover the ground, and effectually bar the road to 
one unacquainted with its defiles. The ragged ur- 
chin, who served me as guide, led on, like a goat 
bred on the soil, up the narrow tract, which, now 
ascending above the shelter of the woods, exposed 
us to a bunfing sun ;^ the dust and fatigue of clamb- 
ering were in no want of this additional ally to ren- 
der the expedition somewhat fatiguing. The height 
of the first pinnacle is 1200 feet ; it is separated. from 
the highest point, called the Sugar Loaf, by a deep 
and thickly timbered valley, towards the end of 
which, a beautiful lake, about half a mile in circum- 
ference, repots amid its woods; so calm, secluded, 
and raised above the earth, it seems the Mountain- 
Spirits' bath, or the magick lake of some Arabian 
fiction. >It abounds with excellent fish, though I 
have no reason to think they ajre of four coloursy or 
make speeches in the frying-pan. 

* The thermometer stood at 80^ in the shade* beibre I be- 
gan to ascend. 
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Prom the sumniit of the cone,* (for the Sugar 
Loaf has some little claim to its appellation,) the eve , 
commands the course of the St. Lawrence, with its 
two lakes ; and betwixt them, the town and heights 
of Montreal : on one side, the course of the Riche- 
lieu, with the Chambly fort and basin, and frontier 
woods beyond ; on the other, the Atamasca ; and to 
the south, continued mountain ridges, fading in the 
distance : except in this direction, the whole pros- 
pect is a level plain of woodland,' intersected and 
^spotted with brown patches of cultivation, and white 
Tillages. 

Volumes of smoke, from the casual, or intentional 
burning of woods, every where clouded the horizon, 
and seemed to give additional heat to the glowing 
landscape. 

The basis of the mountain is granite, formifig a 
bold termination to that branch of the Oreen Moun- 
tains, which divides the waters of lake Champlain 
from ^he sources of the Atamasca and St. Fran- 
cis.f On my way down, I stopped to refresh my- 
self at a delicious spring, in the valley of the lake, 
repaying the favour, as I could best affotd, with an 
idle verse : — 

Seldom^ O Naiad, thy sequestered dell 
Hath pllgrifn trodden, or bent o'er thy well 
To slake his thirst, and la^e his throbbing brow,< 
And thank thee for the boon, as I do now ! 
Thine is no stinted draught, but largely given 
As blessings are rain*d down on man by heav'n ; 
Not as ^an gives to man — Therefore Til think. 
In future days, upon thy grassy brink, 
And nameless spring ; cold, undisturbed and clear, 
" As Alpine icicles, or holy seer, 9 

* The height of this pinnacle has been ascertained to be 
1400 feet. 

t Volney observes, i, 49. 

" Le sominet de la montagne de Beloeil est de granit, anisi 
que le chainoq des mantagnes blanches de New Hampshire, 
auquel on peut dire qu*il appartient.*' 
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Whose bosom passion never touched with fire : ' 

And this day's memory shall live entire. 

To tell how on an August noon. I toil'd 

To gain BeloeiPs rude summits ; all bemoiPd 

With threading the hot wilderness of boughs, 

Whose intertwining, scanty path allows ; 

And climbing rocks of granite, broad and bare, 

Which, thus upheaving their grey sides in air. 

Like Nature's altars seem ; or giant thrones, 

Where mountain Genii sit, to catch the tones 

Of heav'n's high minstrelsy, and thence prolong 

In waterfalls and breezes, the deep song. 

The peak at length, and topmost stone I won, ' 

And gaz*d upon the landKcape, wide and dun ; 

Far-gleaming lakes, and the majestick river. 

Whose silver waters through the brown fields quiver; 

Broad forests mapp'd all roiind, the royal hill, 

In sultry mistiness repos'd and still : 

Descending thence, I bail thy silent bower,^ 

In its green freshness, at this glowing hour, ^ 

When birds are panting in the leafy brakes. 

And the blythe grashopper shrill musick makes, 

A noontide reveller — and long for thee 

Be this^, thy valley of the mountain, free 

From woodman's stroke ; so o'er thy shaded spring 

These towering maples shall their verdure fling. 

And, shield'like, their broad branches overspread. 

To fence the fcoolness of thy mossy bed — 

My harp is feeble. Naiad, and its tone 

Best heard by echoes, lonely as thine own. 

Else, with Bandusia's fountain, thou shouldst live 

Th' immortal life sweet poetry can give. 

Thou, and thy kindred lake, whose moonlight brim, ' 

No summer elves have printed, gemm'd and trim, 

Evok'd by shepherd's reed, or minstrel's hymn. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

MONTREAL. 

The basis of the Montreal Mountain is freestone ; 
the ascent is consequently less steep, and the sur- 
face less broken, than those of Beloeil : it is thickly 
wooded, and, fOrm the river, forms an elegant back- 
ground to the city : I should not suppose its height 
toeiLceed 1000 feet. Montreal is regularly built, for 
the most part of stone, and paved. In front of the 

, gaol and courthouse, is a column in honour of Lord 
Nelson, crowned with bis atatue.* 

The religious and charitable institutions pf Mon- 
treal are oounterpartB of those at Quebec. The 

'principal Catholick church is rich and handsome. 
The profestant church, Uk^ its brother at Quebec, 
will probably decay ere finished. There seems 
something in the Canadian climate, unfavourable to 
the growth of- Protestant churches, though the En- 
glish inhabitants are great friends' to Protestant as- 
cendancy ; a feeling less costly than church build- 
ing. The college, or seminary, a capacious stone 
building, has been lately repaired and enlarged. It 
was originally endowed as a branch, of the seminary 
of Paris ; and has afforded an asylum, since the re- 
volution, to several of the members of the latter, 
whose learning and talents have been employed in 
its advancement.! The finest lands of the island 

* It seems odd, that instead of a column to Lord Nelson, 
whose services, however glorious, were not very immediately 
connected with Canada, it was not thought preferable to erect 
some memorial to the memory of Wolfe. 

t This asylum was opened to them by our government. 
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belong to if. There seems, a greater spirit of muni- 
cipal improvement in Montreal than in Quebec : it 
is probably richer : besides being the emporium of 
the fur trade, its merchants carry on a considerable 
traffick with the United States^ particularly Vermont, 
and the tack country of New York. The fur-tra- 
ders', or North-westers, as they are familiary termed, 
take the lead in society, for they give the beat din- 
ners. Their ladies have consequently the privilege 
of leading the fashions ; an eminence not less anx- 
iously desired, nor preserved with fewer heart burn- 
ings, in a little town on the S4. Lawrence, than in 
the capitals of France and England. 

The winter is accounted t>vo months shorter here 
than at Quebec. The summer heat seems more 
oppressive : the flat and sh.elfered site of the town, 
its roofs ^covered with tin, and its window shutters 
plated with iron, together with abundance of dust, 
produce a furnace-like atmosphere. I met with no- 
thine; in the town which could be called remarkable, 
except a pathetick address to a run-a-way wife from 
her.> disconsolate husband, written on a window-pane 
where, I lodged. I call this remarkable, for surely 
it is a strange propensity to make an attempt on 

{)ublick sympathy, by a disclosure of troubles more 
ikely to excite ridicule than pity. We find, in- 
deed, at every turn in life, persons eager to lighten 
their griefs by sharing them, even with a stranger, 
if he can be induced to |end a serious- countenance 
to their recitaj, but this attempt upon the sympathy 
of strangers abstractedly, i^eems an odder instance 
of this leakiness of sorrow. 

I imagined, but did not subscribe, the following re- 
ply :— 

And who art thou, unfortunate* whose pain 

Thus asks the general tear ? 
Thy share of wo coiild'st thou so ill sustaio* 

That thou should'st write it here ? 

12 ' 
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To meet the gase of laughter-loving scorn* 

Aod court the publick jeer ? 
Deeai*8t thou, that first of men, the nuptial horn 

Thj broif hath glorified ? 
Tet learn such honpnrs should be mef'kly worn 

Nor perk them in our faces, to deride 
Patient believers in a constant bride. 

Frail as this scribbled glass 
Are those fair things we wor«^hip and despise ; 

Nor,— should iby life-blood pass 
Like rain-drops,— will they heed the sacrifice ; 

To thy fair wanton's ears 
The voice of thy complaint like musick flows ; 

And gemm'/l with lover's tears. 
The coronal of Beauty brighter glows : 

Then deem not she'll relent. 
Or stoop the wild wing of her joyous flight, 

Pityinj; thy fond lament ! 
Thou rather, in some cell of eremite. 

Thy foolery repent. 
That knew'st not Love's swee^ flowers with venom were 
aye blent. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



MONTREAL TO THE BOUNDARY. 



Aug. 7th. 
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7 MM. 




Point Clair 


9 




St. Anae 


9 




Cedars , . 


. -. 'I 


8tb. 
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The road from Montreal to tbe fcrry crosses a cotib- 
try genierallj levei, but pleasingly diversified with 
wood and cultivated land, for the most part meado^. 
The hay harvest had commenced, and the fragrance 
of the fresh swathe seemed to unite with the cooling 
aspect of the broad St. Lawronce in tempering the 
feun*s heat. The villages of La Chine, and Point 
Clair, were enlivened by groups of soldiers, who bad 
niarched in ttom Montreal, and were taking up theit* 
quarters for the ni^ht ; occasionally small parties of 
Indians, from the opposite village of Cochenouaga, 
with their hats tricked out with feathers, necklaces 
df large blue beads, tinsel girdles, and bronzbd in- 
fants, looking out from th^ir cradles,^ at their moth- 
ers' backs, formed 'a fanciful contrast td the regular 
costume of the soldiers. 

* I use this word for want of a better : the Indian wom^b 
still fasten their children to aflat board, which hangs behind' 
tbem, and is defended bj small hoops of wickef, on the expos- 
ed side. 
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The bustle of the road had all vanished by th« 
tijne I entered the little wOod immediately round the 
ferry^ and was succeeded by a scene of quiet splen- 
dour, that Claude would have delighted in. \ seated 
myself on a rock, near the wafer's edge, to admire it. 
An orchard, belonging to the ferry-house, with the 
adjacent wood, closed (he back ground : on my right,^ 
the river spread out into the lake of the Two Moun- 
tains, whose blue summits bounded the prospect in 
that direction : on my left was a little church of grey 
stone, stained with moss, and going fast to decay ; 
beyond which, on the opposite shore, lay the mas- 
Bive woods of L' Isle Perroi : the river in front of me 
(which 18 here about three miles over) was spotted 
with numberless rocky islets, behind which, the suD| 
^sinking in a flood of golden fire, presented, in beauti- 
ful relief, the dark clumps of pine trees, which seem- 
ed pencilled out on their summits. A hei^d of cattle 
at this moment came down to water, and as they loi- 
tered listlessly in the glassy Stream, seemed to share, 
with man, in the tranquil feelings of the scene arid 
hour. The ferryman's broad straw hat, and light 
canoe, now appeared ; and as we paddled swiftly by 
these many little island-bowers, towards the glowing 
west, fancy may be pardoned for half sketching a 
paiisage to the Elysian fields, or enchanted gardens of 
Italian romfitire. The blaze of sun-set had mellowed 
Into (he purple tints of evening, before we reached 
the opposite shore : I proceeded by moonlight to the 
Cedars, where I procured tea, by ki)ocking up a civil 
landlurd, and the next morning went on to '' Ciateau- 
du-tjac," between which, and Cornwall, runs the 
boundary line of the two provinces. 

After quitting the neighbourhood of Montreal, we 
see little of the French Canadian ; he is succeeded 
by settlers of a character very different ; and with 
whom he is generally placed in humiliating contrast. 
He gains little by travellers; few enter his cottage, 
pr inquisitively scan the character of an igtiorant and 
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•aperstitious race, who' aspire to little more than to 
walk in the steps of their priests, and forefathers. 
Certainly, if intellectual powers be the sole measure of 
human merit, their's lies in little compass.— Ignorant 
they unquestionably are, though I doubt whether 
they have a right to such extreme pre-e\ninence in 
this respect, as Englishmen are usually liberal enough 
to assign them. Schools are common through* the 
, Province, and the number of colleges seems propor- 
tioned to the population : the gentry and tradesmen 
appear not much inferiour in information to the coun- 
try gentlemen and tradesmen of wiser nations ; and if 
the share of the peasant's intellect exceeds not much 
that of the ox he drives, he may claim fellowship in 
this respect, with thei peasant of almost every country 
on the globe, except the U»ited States. He is cer- 
tainly superstitious, that is, he believes all his priest 
tells him— no great peculiarity. Let not, however, 
those qualities he overlooked, which give a grace to 
his poverty, sweeten the cup of his privations, and 
almost convert his ignorance into bliss. — Essentially 
a Frenchman, he is, gay, courteous and contented : 
If the rigours of a Canadian climate have srfmewhat 
chilled the overflowing vivacity derived from his pa- 
rent stock, he has still a sufficient portion of good 
spirit* and loquacity, to make his rulers and neigh- 
hours seem cold and silent : To strangers and travel- 
lers, he is invariably civil, seeming to value their 
good word beyond their money : He is reckoned 
parsimonious, because all his gains arise from his say- 
ings : He i^ satisfied with the humblest fare, and his 
utmost ilebauch never exceeds a " coup" of rum, and 
pipe of tobacco, taken with a dish of gossip, the only 
luxary in' which he can be accounted extravagant. 
Thp influence of the priests is probably injurious, as 
it affects mei^tal improvement, beneficial with respect 
to morals. Religion, or rather superstition, anh-nio^ 
rality, are so blended in the mind of -the Canadian, 
tM were the former shaken, considerable time must 



Digitized by 



Google 



94 M<NVTEBAL TO THE BOUffDART. 

elapse before any basis could be raised on which to 
found the latter. At present, great crimes are almost 
unknown, and petty ofiTences are rare ; I have indeed 
heard the lower classes accused of a propensity to 
pilfer, but I am inclined to think, few instancen of 
this kind occur, except from the pressure of extreme 
want. The late war, by calling out a tronsiderable. 
proportion of the population to serve in the militia, 
has produced an evident change in the manners of 
the yauug men : I always found two invariable symp- . 
toms of a man's having served ; a little more intelli- 
gent^e, and a great deal more knavery. But if the 
war did not mend their morals, it certainly raised 
their character : They exhibited a high degree of 
courage in the field, and an affectionate zeal towards 
their governour, whom they believed their friend: 
a striking instance of this occurred early in the war. 
While Sir George Prevost was at Montreal, a body 
of several hnndred peasants, from the remotest set* 
tiements of the province, came to wait on him ; each 
man was armed with whatever weapon he could pro- 
cure on the spur of the occasion, and all were cloath- 
ed and provisioned for immediate service: An old 
man, who. had been a soldier in the revolutionary 
war, was at their head, who thus addressed Sir 
Oeorge : " My general, we heard you were in diffi- 
culty, and have marched to your assistance ; I h«ve 
served myself, and though an old man, do not thjnk I 
am quite incapable of duty.'* — Sir Oeorge, strongly 
affected with this instance of attachment, accepted 
their services, and they acted as a separate body 
during the whole of the campaign. 

The Canadians bear a considerable antipathy to 

the Americans, whom they denominate, << Sacres 

Baatonnaisy^ I believe it to arise principally ftom 

. religious prejudices ; in proof of which, there U a 

striking anecdote related in the life of Franklin, who 

* Bostonese. Inhabitants of Boi ton. 
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made an attempt to bring them over to the revolu- 
tionary cause. At this day, even the better inform- 
ed among them are fully persuaded that the Ameri- 
can government is constantly plotting their ruin, and 
the destruction of the mighty city of Quebec. I 
was witness to a curious exemplification of this feel- 
ing : A young Canadian, by no means illiterate, in- 
formed me one morning, with a very grave face, that 
a tremendous pM had been discovered — to destroy 
the whole city by blowing up the powder magazine; 
that a train had been found ready laid, and no 
doubt existed of an American's being at the end of 
it. I took the trouble to trace the source of this re- 
port, and fourid it to originate in an order to mend a 
bfioken door belonging to the magazine. A fire never 
happens in the tow.n, (and they happen very often,) 
but the " Bastonnais^^ are the incendiaries. — Petty 
quarrels betwixt the natives and the Vermontese keep 
this feeling alive ; and the English may well say of it, 
in the words of Sir Lucius O'Trigger, " 'Tis a pret- 
ty quarrel as it is, and explanation would spoil it." 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

UPPER CANADA. 

Milei. 

August 8th, Cornwall, 40 Batteau. 

9th, Milleroches, . ^1-2 

Williamsburg, . 21 

Prescott, . . 19 Stage. 

Brockville, , 14 Waggon. 

'# 10th, Gaodnoqua, > .^ «^. 

. llth, KiDgstoi;. 5 • 36 Boat. ' 

1351-2. 



'Trs a sad waste of life to ascend the St. Lawrence 
in a batteau. After admiring the exertions with 
which the Cdnadian boatmen, who seem to have ex- 
clusive posi^easion of this employment, force their 
lon^ fl.it-bottoned barks against the rapids, there is , 
' nothing left b^t to gaze listlessly on the descending 
cnrrent,.^iid its low wooded shores ; while the mono- 
tony of the oar-stroke is scarcely broken by the oc- 
casional rustling of a wild duck through the sedge, or 
cry of the A narican kin^-fisher, as he darts from 
some hanging bou:;h on his scaly prey, [t cost us 
15 hours to row fro n Cotcau-du-Lac to Cornwall, 
with but one incident during the voy^iige ; this was a 
purchase, or rather barter, of biscuit for dried eels, 
with a party of half-naked Indians, whom we found 
idly occupied, under a clump of trees on the shore, 
in curing the produce of their fishery. Several of 
their birch canoes were anchored among the islands, 
or glancing along the stream, as we passed the neigh- 
bourhood of St. Kagis, where the Oswegatchies^ave 
a settlement. 

A 3tage-wag:];on run^ from Montreal to Prescott^ 
and carries the mail, which is afterwards conveyed 
on horseback to Kingston ; I took it at Cornwall, and 
c%n answer for its being one of the roughest cpnyej- 
ances on either side the Atlantick. 
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The face of the country is invariably flat ; and, (ai 
in Lower Canada,) settlements have not spread far 
from the river, and main road, which follows its banks. 
There is, however, an evident difference betwixt the 
two provinces, as to the mode of settling. The 
system of farming is here altogether English, or Ame- 
rican.' The low, d^ep-roofed Canadian dwelling, 
gives place to the English farm-house, H>r Yankey fir- 
boarded mansion, with a dozen sash windows in its 
tronU Instead of churches we have taverns ; gaols, 
and assembly-rooms for convents; and a' half sulky 
nod for a Frencfi bow*. Two Canadian postillions 
never meet without touching their hats; the Portu- 
guese peasantry are equally ceremonious ; when the 
American or Englishman nods, 'tis like the growling 
salutation of a mastiff, who has not quite leisure enough 
to turn and quarrel with you. 

The picturesque is but scantily spread tjirougb 
this tract of country ; occasionally, however, on 
emerging from a dark clump of pines, or hickory 
Wood, the eye dwells with pleasure on the course 
of the river, broken with wooded islands, and 
foaming over a thousand rocks.^ The chirp of the 
locust, the continual tapping of the redheaded wood- 
pecker, {picu$ eryihrocephalusy) find the light bound 
of the squirrel, as he traverses the newly erected 
fences, are sights and sounds which enliven, what, 
as far as regards the features of the country, may 
be called a somewhat heavy journey. Prescott is 
remarkable for nothing but a square redoubt, or fort, 
called Fort Wellington. As a military traveller, I 
should observe, there is a small fort at Coteau*du- 
liac, through the works of which a lock has been 
cut, to . avoid a dangerous rapid. — I found the ac- 
comodations at Prescott so bad,, that I seated my- 
self arif midnight in a light waggon, in which two gen- 

♦ There is a mill and small village, within a few miles ef 
Gemwall, ouned ** Miilerocbes,*' from the adjacent rapids. 

13 
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tlemen were going to Brockville, and was thus so far 
jumbled into their acquaintance, fbat ihey politely 
offered me a passage to Kingston, in a boat belonging 
to the navy, which was waiting for them at Brock- 
Tiile. I am always unlucky on the water, whether 
it be in crossing the ocean, or a duck pond : The 
Wind proved contrary, and our heavy boat pulled 
slowly against the current ; it was, however, not so 
bad as the batteau voyage : I had the advantage of 
agreeable company, and a good provision basket, the 
contents of which were spread, towards noon, on a 
granite table, near the shore ; a kettle was boiled at 
an adjacent cottage, and an excellent breakfast ar- 
ranged, " sub tegmin^fagiJ*^ Occasional repetitions 
of this ceremony tended evidently to relieve the te- 
dium of the journey, which lasted till the evening of 
the day after our embarkation. 

The river banks, from the neighbourhood of Brock- 
Tille, are of limestone, from 20 to 50 feet in height* 
and evidently grooved, or hollowed, by the tides of 
former ages. Immense masses of reddish granite are 
scattered along the bed of the stream, and some- 
times project bare and bold from the shore. Oa 
one of these projections there is a blockhouse, form- 
ing a prominent object at a considerable distance. 
The islands which crowd the approach to Lake On- 
tario, called, from their number, 1000 isles, have all 
a granite basis, but are cloathed with cedar, pine, 
and abundance of raspberries : The bed of the Ga- 
nanoqua is also of granite, and the lofty banks of the 
Kingston river, near the mills, are of the same rock, 
whi<;h probably crosses the country near the heads 
of the Oswegatchie, Muskinsons, Juniatta, and Ap- 
palusia rivers (the latter of which has a fall of 150 
feet,) till it strikes, by Lake Champlain, the ridge of 
the Beloeil mountains. The Gananoqua is i^ing 
into importance, from the circumstance of a new 
settlement being formed, under the auspices of go- 
vernment, on the waters^ with which it communi- 
cates. 
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This settlement lies on the head lakes of the Ri- 
deau, and is meant to secure a communication be- 
twixt Montreal and Kingston, by way of the Uttawa, 
in case of another war : The settlers are chiefly 
disbanded soldiers, who clear and cultivate under the 
superintendance of officers of the quarter-master-ge- 
neral's department. Each man draws i^ations for^ 
bimself and family, the expense of which is about 
five shillings per ration, so that it may be justly call- 
ed a hothouse settlement. A canal has been Cut to 
avoid the falls of the Btideau, and the communica<* 
tion, either by the Gananoqua, or Kingston, will be 
improved by locks. Kingston is singularly happy 
in its site, for naval purposes ; it consists of three 
parts, disposed thus : — 
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Tbe basis of the soil is a complete qnarry of lime- 
atone, disposed in horizontal strata, on tbe surface of 
the eartb, and requiring only to be raised with, 
a lever, to be fit for use. The fort, which was 
merely a field work during the war, is noyir finishing 
with stone dug from its own foundation ; and, having 
two stout Miirtello towers, already looks formidable 
from the lake : it is meant chiefly to defend tbe navy- 
yard, which it commands. There are batteries on 
Point Frederick; and on the point of the town» 
which is pallisaded, and strengthened with block- 
bouses. It contains some good houses, and stores ; 
a small theatre, built by tbe military for private thea- 
tricals ; a large wooden Government-house, and all 
the appendages of an extensive military, and naval 
establishment, with as much society as can reasona- 
bly be expected, in a town so lately created from 
the ** howling desert." The adjacent country is 
fiat, stony, and barren ; a circumstance which per- 
haps increases the kind of interest peculiar to the 
place : do you approach it by land ? The road lies 
through a tract of forest, in the midst of which the 
first rude traces of population are scarcely visible : 
do you come by water ? Uncultivated islands, and an 
uninterrupted line of wooded shore, seem conduct- 
ing you to the heart of a wilderness, known only to 
the hunter, and his prey : you emerge from a wpod» 
double a headland, and a fleet of ships lies before 
you, several of which are as large as any on the 
ocean : others, of equal dimensions, are building on 
the spot, where, a. few months since, their frame- 
timbers were grotring. Two sources of astonish- 
ment here rise in the mind : first, the magnitude of 
the resources called into action ; secondly, the ob- 
ject which called them forth. Of the first, some 
idea may be formed, by considering that the ISt. 
Lawrence alone cost 300,000/. The Pdyche fri- 
gate, sent from JBnglanfd in frame, cost 12,000/. in 
ft*an8porting ffpm iluebec. The Commissariat dis- 
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bursements at Kingston, during the war, were esti- 
mated at 1000{. per diem. The present expense 
of the naval establishment is about 25,000{. per an- 
num : the navy-yard employs 1200 labourers.* For 
the object, on one side, there is America, with 
<f millions on millions" of acres beyond what her po- 
pulation can fill up, on the other, England; contend- 
ing for, and expendi^ng her best blood and treasure 
in defence of, a country, one half of which isJittle 
better than a barren waste of snows, and the other, 
a wild forest, scarcely intersected by a thread of 
population. This is the ^^grosjeu*^ of society. 

* Considerable reductions have lately taken place in the 
whole establishment. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



KINGSTON TO THE BAY OP QUfNTE. 



Ernest Town 18 Miles. 

Adolpbus Town . .14 

^ Lake of the MoanUin . 2 

34 



This is the most interesting excursion in the neigh- 
boarhood of Kingston. Adolphus Town is pleasant- 
Ijr situated on the neck of the bay. Its farms are 
thriving^ and cultivation is pushing rapidly through 
the forests, round the numerous streams and bays, 
which water every part of the adjacent country, 
^fter crossing the ferry, two miles beyond Adol- 
phus Town, I ascended a limestone cliff, to^ the 
Lake of the Mountain, immediately on its verge : 
recent measurements have fixed its height at 175 
feet : the lake may be a mile in circumference, and 
abounds in fish : it formerly discharged itself into 
the river by a perpendicular fall from the summit 
of the cliflT: the channel of the cascade still remains, 
but the stream is more profitably, though less taste- 
fully, employed in working a mill. From this Ta- 
ble Land the eye commands a lovely prospect, 
along the irregufar shores of the bay, into which the 
river Nappanee, and a variety of streams, empty 
themselves, through a rich country, the dark mas- 
tiveness of whose forests is already considerably 
broken, and relieved by settlements and corn-fields* 
Wheat harvest was just now (August 16th) begiii». 
Bing in this neighbourhood^ and generally through 
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Upper Canada. Excepting the riTer Nappanee, on 
which the Mohawks have a settlement^ all the names 
round this bay are right lojal, or royal, from Ernest 
Town, to Adolphus Town, Prince Edward's Bay, 
Sophiasberg, Marysberg, and Ameliasberg, on the 
furthest neck of land at its head. This happj 
choice, if the inhabitants had any thing to do with 
it, speaks well for their politicks. Their morals are 
no less refined, being, to judge from their names of 
things, modelled on the Platonick system. I re- 
quested the fair Maritornes of the inn at Adolphua 
Town, to feed my horse, while I walked through the 
village. ^' But is he ugly ?" said she ; <' handsome 
enough to be fed,^' I answered ; not then compre- 
hending, that in the language of the country, she 
elegantly alluded to his moral qualities, of which 
alone beauty, or deformity may be truly predi- 
cated. 

The road from Ernest Town to Kingston runs^ 
for the most part, through forest ; but the heaviness 
of the scenery is frequently relieved by the course 
of some quiet creek, descending betwixt its rockj 
banks to the lake, which gleams at intervals through 
the trees. The summer stillness of the landscape 
seemed forcibly to contrast itself with the sights 
and sounds of war, which had so lately prevailed 
there ; and, as the inhabitants declare, had frighten- 
ed all the deer and wolves back to Lake Huron: 
certain it is, they have lately become very scarce^ 
«o the fact is poetically credible. 

Ontario's ample breast is still, 
Aod silence walks the distant hill ; 
And sammer barks are gently gliding. 
Where lately yonder war-towers riding 
Seem'd, like leviathans, to load 
The bosom of the groaning flood. 
Oft as grey dawn broke o'er the wave. 
Each hostile line stem greeting ga?e, 
And oft, beneath the setting sun, ' 
Responsive peal'd each- heavy gun. 
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Then crouch' d the midnight ambuscade. 
Within the pine-wood*s pillar*d sbaae. 
And Indian war-notes fiercely rose, 
» A deatb-dirge to unwary ibes, 

As biirst their murdering attack 
Upon the drowsy Bivouack. 
Round leagured fort, and post, and ford, 
The crashing shell and cannon roar'd. 
Till rung th* alarum of the fray, 
Fi-ora old Toronto's* quiet bay. 
To whfire Niagara madly pours 

His boiling tide 'twixt mountain shores :— * ^ 

The eagle, whos^ broad wing was spread 
Above the cataract's- wild bed, 
Scar'd by unwonted thunders, rose 
To hang the nest ofhiis repose. 
Where cedars desolately wave 
O'er Naniboja's island-grave :t 
No wolf his moon-light hunt pursued. 
By Erie's forest solUude, 
But cowering from his covert ran. 
Dreading the lordlier chase of man ; 
Nor dar'd th' unhunted stag remain 
Near his lov'd haunts, and green demesne, 
But far from sounds of human slaughter. 
He strays by Huron's distant water. 

* The Indian name for York, where formerly was an .Indian 
lown. 

f One of the Manitoulin islands. For the story» vid. Hen- 
vy'g Travels in Canada, in 1760 and 1776, p. 168. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



WESTERN COUPTRT OF NEW YORK. 



August 3l8t, Sackett*8 Harbour, 


36 Miles. Packet. 


S^t. 1st, Watertown, 


10 Waggon. 


2d, Denmark, \ 


17 


Martinsberg, 


14 


3d, Turin, 


9 


Leyden, 


19 


Steuben, 


17 


Trenton, > 
Utica, J 


13 


^ dtb, New Hartford, 


4 


Vernon, 


11 


Chenango, . - 


17 


Manlius, 


6 


Jaoaesville, 


5 


Onondago HqUow, 


S 


Marcellui, 


10 


Skaneactas, 


6 


6di. Auburn, 


8 


Aureliuiy 


4 


Cayuga, 


5 


Geneva, 


13 


Canandaigua, 


16 Stage. 


7th, Burning Spring 


9 


Rochester, 


30 Jersey waggon. 


tth, 41c 9th, Lewistown, by the 
Bridge road, 


80 Stage, 



364 



Sagkett's harbour baa a mean appearance aftef 
Kingston ; its situation is low, the harbour small, and 
fortifications of very indifferent construction, both 
aa to form and materials. The navy-yard consists 
merely of a narrow tongue of land, the point of 
which affords just space suflScient ibr the construc- 
14 
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tioD of ofie first-rate vessel, with barely room for 
workshops, and stores, on the remaining part of it. 
One of the largest vessels in the world is now on 
the stocks here; her dimensions are 196 feet keel, 
bj 57 beam ; she is built over, to preserve her, and 
maj literally be said to be housed : there is an ob- 
servatory on the top of the building, commanding an 
extensive view of the lake, and flat wooded country. 
About a mile up the river, ttiere is another vessel 
of equal dimensions, buiit, and housed, literally in 
the woods. The town consists of a long street, in 
the direction of the river, with a few smaller ones, 
crossing it at right angles : it covers less ground than 
Kingston, and has fewer good houses ; it has, how- 
ever, the advantage of a broad flagged footway, 
while the good people of Kingston, notwithstanding 
the thousands expended in (heir town, and. the quar- 
ries beneath their feet, submit to walk ancle deep in 
mud, after every shower. Whence this difference? 
The people of Kingston are not poor, ignorant, 
French Canadians, but substantial, active, Scotch or 
English traders. Probably it lies in this, that the 
Americans are at home, while the English Canadian 
considers himself as a temporary resident, for the 
purpose of making a fortune to spend in his native 
country. 

The fortifications at Sackett's are so inconsidera- 
ble, that one is equally surprised that the American 
government should have left their naval dep6t so 
inadequately protected, and that our army should 
have failed to take it. An American naval officer, 
who obligingly showed us through the navy yard, 
related by what singular accident the place was 
saved from Sir George Prevost's attack; an anec- 
dote I have since heard confirmed, from a variety of 
sources. The garrison consisted almost entirely of 
milftia, under General Brown, and ran away on 
the first cannonade, leaving a few artillery-men in 
the fort, who wer^ preparing to abandon it; the 
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buildings of the navy-yard were already on fire. 
The general having in vain attempted to slop his 
panick-struck soldiers, crossed their flight, at the end 
of the street leading towards Brownville, declaring, 
that if they would run, they should not run towards 
home, and so turned them off to the Oswego road, 
which runs obliquely in the direction of the right 
flank of the British forces, as they had landed from 
Horse island. The latter perceiving a considerable 
force moving rapidly in this direction, concluded 
they had been falsely informed of the strength of the 
American force, and actMally gave up the attack,^ 
through fear of being cut off by the runaways. On 
such contingences depend the laurels of war. 

The Government of the United States not only 
preaches, but practises economy. The establish- 
ments at Sackett's are on the most moderate scale. 
Two regiments ot the line, with a proportion of ar- 
tillery, for garrison »duty, 80 men in the navy -yard, 
^ and one boat, the Lady of the Lake, in commission : 
what dreadfnl havock^ would this parsimonious go- 
vernment make at Kingston !^ 

The road from Sackett's to Watertown Forks, at 
about three miles from the former, leads oi> the left 
to Brownville, a thriving little village, on the banks 
of the Black river, about five miles from its mouth. 
It is named from general Brown, whose property 
and residence are here. This gentleman was one 
of the few fortunate American generals in the late 
war. He was not bred a military man, but suc- 
ceeded, fi'om the command of the militia of the dis- 
trict, to the command of the frontier army ; I be- 
lieve, chiefly, because the United States government 
had no regular general at hand, to take the situation. 
He is a plain, shrewd man, and carried this charac- 

* There were in commission, when I was there, the Regent 
74, Montreal, and Star, sloops of war, and Charville, a large, 
new transport, built since the war, capable of transporting the 
persons and^iroperty of almost all the lake population. 
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ter info his military operations^ He has also the 
merit of having never unnecessarily aggravated the 
calamities of war. 

From Brownville there is a new road opened, 
across the -head of Chaumont's bay to Gravelly 
'Point, opposite Wolfe's island, (about fourteen 
miles.) 

From Oravelly Point there is a ferry of a mile, to 
the island, and another, of three, from thence to 
Kingston. I took this route, in company with a 
friend, to escape a tedious passage in the packet ; 
and hl^ppening to land on Wolfe's island, nearly at 
sun-set, we had to walk, or. rather wade across it, 
(for 'tis wood and bog from beginning to end, about 
seven miles,) in the dark ; a jaunt I would recom- 
mend no one to repeat, without good reason, at the 
flame hour. This new road seems intended to open 
the Kingston market to the produce of the fertile 
country of the Black river. Ah present a few log- 
huts, and patches of burnt timber, are the only marks 
cultivation has set on this tract of country. We 
pas/ised two or three sportsmen, sitting by the road- 
side, with their rifles, watching for deer. Water- 
town is an elegant village,"^ on the Black river, atKMit 
four milei above Brownville. The basis of the soil 
is limestone ; a broad rock of which, several acres 
in extent, divides the river, just at the town ; the 
right branch, after breaking into several smaller falls^ 
precipitates itself about 30 feet, and continues its 
course down a craggy valley ; a paper mill stands 
on the left branch, which descends more gradually.* 
Large masses of rock strew the banks below, as if 
severed from above by the action of floods and 
rains ; several cedar trees have been left so near the 
edge, that they have bent down for want of support, 
and continue clinging, with their roots uppermost. 

'*' The Americans, at least the Yankies, catl their iownif 
villages ; applying the t^rm» towD» to what we call a tcmnship. 
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A jouthy belonging to the village, conducted me 
under the badks» towards the mill, and lesser fall, 
to an amphifheatrical range of natural steps, or 
benches in the rock, with a flat ceiling of limestone, 
about fifteen feet in breadth ; the whole of it abound- 
ing in shells. 

On the island are numerous fossil impressions of 
fish, seemingly of the eel kind, with the spines in 
perfect preservation. Higher up the river is a 
large cotton mill, beyond which, the banks on both 
sides continue to rise boldly, thickly cloathed with 
maple, beech, and elm, whose deep shade, waving 
over the narrow stream, may probably have given it 
its name. Watertown contains about 1200 inhabit- 
ants, chiefly emigrants from New England. The 
houses are generally of wood, but tastefully finished : 
brick, however, is coming fast into use ; and begins 
every where to prevail, as soon as experience has 
pronounced the soil; or situation of a township to be 
capable of any considerable improvement. 

Here is a good tavern, which, besides the acci- 
dental advantage of coming after the Wapping inns 
of Sackett's, afforded us the rare luxury of a pri- 
vate sitting-room, and a dinner at an English, that 
is, at our own hour. We found the xhurch-yard 
worth a walk, not for the elegance of its monuments, 
or classick beauty of the epitaphs, but for its pleas- 
ing site, on a rising ground beyond the village, com- 
manding an interesting view of the falls and course of 
the river. It is, moreover, neatly kept ; a mark of 
respect to its silent tenants, too frequently negtected 
in the States. Within a few miles of Watertown 
the country rises boldly, presenting a refreshing 
contrast of hill and valley, to the flat, heavy woods, 
through which we had been labouring from Sackett's. 
'The road, turning near Denmark, ascends the val- 
ley of the Black Rive^ by its left bank. The banks 
oil either side are lofty, presenting, on the opposite 
shore, unbroken and majeatick masses of forest : on 
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the western side the soil is good, and coming rapidly 
into cultivation. A few pine-barrens occasionallj 
intervene, upon sand mixed with blocks of talkous 
granite, rounded, and scattered down the water- 
courses. 

Indian corn seems the staple grain, as it generally 
is, on lands newly cleared, but almost the whole of 
this year's crop has been destroyed by July and 
August frosts. On the 28th of August there was 
ice at Kingston Mills, -^ of ah inch in thickness, 
and this inclemency was general, as far as Carolina. 
Here and there, I observed fields that had escap- 
ed; and sometimes a small portion of a field would 
be untouched, while the remainder was as brown, as 
if scorched by fire. On examining these exceptions 
more narrowly, I was induced to believe, they were 
all indebted, for their escape, to a situation more 
or less protected from the N. E. winds, which by 
sweeping over deserts of ice, and forest, from the 
pole, become the chief agents of cold through the 
whole continent. The inhabitants, indeed, seemed 
more inclined to ascribe these escapes to the proxi- 
mity of streams, which had mitigated the frost ; but 
frequently the bottom of a field had suffered, while 
the slope escaped : A valley crop was sometimes cut 
off", and a hill-crop uninjured. Betwixt Sackett's 
and Watertown, I observed several fields sloping 
to the road, (that is facing nearly south,) with a 
broad belt of timber, on the crest of the hills be- 
hind them, perfectly green and flourishing, while the 
whole valley, from Martinsberg to Utica, down 
which the road forms a N. W. funnel, or wind 
course, was blighted, except where occasional angles, 
or returns, afforded a partial shelter. If these ob- 
servations should be correct, it would seem no in- 
judicious precaution, in clearing lands, to leave a 
sufficient belt of timber to shut out the winds roost 
likely to prove fatal ; that is, the N. E. and N. W. 
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from which quarters unseasonable frosts may always 
be expected. 

Utica stands on the right bank of the Mohawk, 
over which it is approached by a covered wooden 
bridge, of some length. The appearance of the 
town is highly prepossessing : the streets are spa- 
cious ; the houses large and well-built, and the stores 
(the name given to shops throughout America)^ as 
well supplied, and as handsomely filled up, as those 
of New York or Philadelphia.f There are two ho- . 
tels, on a large scale ; for one of which, the York 
House, I can answer, as being equal in arrangement 
and accommodation, to any hotel beyond the Atlan- 
tick: it is kept by an Englishman from Bath. The 
number of inhabitants is re^ckoned at from 3 to 4000 ; 
they maintain four churches — one Episcopal, one 
Presbyterian, and two Welch. To judge from the 
contents of three large book-stores, their literary 
taste inclines chiefly towards theology and church 
history. I encountered but one effusion of native 
genius, in the shape of two verses, under three 
grim faces, painted on a tobacconist's sign-board, as 
follows : — 

'* We three are engagM in one cause ; 
'* I snuffs, 1 smokes, and I chaws." 

The town is laid put upon a very exteasive scale, 
of which a small part only is yet completed ; but 
little doubt is entertained by the inhabitants, that 
ten years will accomplish the whole. Fifteen have 
Dot past since the traveller found here no, other trace 
of habitation than a solitary log-house, built for the 
occasional reception of merchandise, on its way down 

* May not this term be traced to the ship stores of the 
early colonists ? 

t I should compare them with our second class of London 
shops, some may even rank with the first. 
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the Mohawk. The overflowing population of New- 
England, fixing its exertions on a new, and fertile 
soil, has, in these few years, effected this change, 
and goes on, working the miracles of indu»try and 
freedom, from the Mohawk to the Missouri. 

Utica has great advantages of situation, indepen- 
dent of its soil, being placed nearly at the point of 
junction betwixt the waters of the Lakes and of the 
Atlantick. 'The Mohawk communicates with Wood 
Creek, by a canal, from Rome, fifteen miles north 
of Utica ; and Wood Creek falls into the Oneida 
Lake, which is joined to that of Ontario, by the 
Oswego river. Should the proposed canal betwixt 
Buffalo and Rome be cut, it will add very considera- 
bly to these advantages, by drawing much of the 
produce of the Western country in this directipn. 
The expense of this undertaking is variously esti- 
mated at from 6 to 10,000,000 dollars; and the 
expense of carriage at about six dollars per ton. 
Commissioners have been appointed to survey the 
line of communication, and the canal is already traced 
on paper. As far, however, as I could understand, 
the route of the St. Lawrence would be preferred, 
should the poficy of our Government incline to give 
their commerce ingress and egress on moderate 
terms. 

With Utica commences that succession of flour- 
ishing villages, and settlements, which renders this 
tract of country the astonishment of travellers. That 
so large a portion of the soil should, on an average 
period of less than twenty years, be cleared, brought 
into cultivation, and have a large population settled 
on it, is in itself sufficiently surprising ; but this 
feeling is considerably increased, when we consider 
the character of elegant opulence with which it 
every where smiles on the eye. Each village teems, 
like a hive, with activity and enjoyment: the houses* 
taken in the mass, are on a large scale, for (except* 
ing the {ew primitive log-huts still surviving) there is 
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scarcely, one, below the appearance of an opulent 
London tradesman's country box ; nor is their style 
of building very unlike these, being generally of 
wood, parnled white, with green doors and shutters, 
and porches, or verandas in front. The face of the 
country is beautifully varied ; on the left of the 
road, lofty ridges divide the l^ake streams from the 
head waters of the Chenango, and Oriskany nvers ; 
and again, shooting up towards the north, form the 
steep banks uf the Canserage Creek, and the wooded 
heights, which embosom Onondago Hollow. The 
shores of the small lakes are picturesquely formed 
ii^ the same manner, and a succession of ridges is 
thus continued, till they, terminate towards Lake 
Ontario, in the Niagara heights, anrf mingle, on the 
south, with the spurs of the Aileganies, round the 
sources of the Su^^quehannah. The timber* of this 
country is mostly oak, elm, ash, maple, hickory, bass, 
hemlock, and butteruut. 

Betwixt Onondago and Skaneactas, our stage- 
party, which had consisted of several honest farm- 
ers, received an addition, in the person of a little 
man in grey, who might have well passed for what 
he was, a barber, had he not, early in the drive, be- 
gun to'figure in the character of an apostle ; first of 
all, by pertinent remarks on the efficacy of the in- 
ward Ifght ; and secondly, by objurgating the coach- 
man for his prophane language, who revenged him- 
self, not only by sulky expressions of dihbelief in the 
apostolick rights of his reprover, but infinitely more 
to our mortification, by considerably slackening his 
pace, as if to afford full leisure for our regeneration. 
To console us under this misfortune, and as we now 
began to ascend a rather long hill, the barber, takiqg 
off his hat, and turning his face to us, said; *' Gen- 
tlemen, if you have no objection "I'll sing you a 
hymn ; 1 have not a good voice for it, but the 
hymn is a very fine one, and will shorten the hill." 
He began accordingly, and soon induced us to as- 

15 
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sent UDaoimously to the first pari of his proposition, 
relative to his Toice ; (he second seemed by no 
means equally convincing; and the third was alto- 
gether so dubious, that we determined, on any simi- 
lar occasion, to try whether a hill would not be bet- 
ter shortened by walking, than singing, up it. He 
had visited the chief town of the Onondago In- 
dians, in this neighbourhood, and described them as 
extremely reserved, averse to communication with 
strangers, and closely addicted to (heir old forms of 
worship. *' They would neither receive a preacher,** 
he saia, *' nor drink spirits ;" facts, which he seem- 
ed to consider equally indicative of hardened idote- . 
try. , s 

Mr. Jefferson, in his Notes, quoting different eoH- 
merations of the Indian tribes, gives the last esti- 
mate, (iTom Dodge, in 1779,) of the Onondagoea at 
230. This is much below what they are at present 
reckoned at,=* in this part of the country. 

Skaneactas is pleasantly situated at the head of 
the lake from which it is named. We stopped here 
for the night, and achnired, by a clear moon, the 
sloping banks, descending with alternate promonto- 
ries of wood, and cultivated land, to its smooth sil- 
very waters, whilst here and there rose the tall mast 
of some trading. schooner, anchoring under the shore. 

Cayuga, besides its agreeable site, is remarkably 
for a bridge over the head of the Cayuga lake, a 
mile in length : it is built on piles, and level ; calcu- 
lating from the time it took to pass it, I should thiok 
it rather over-rated at a mile ; three-fourths is proba- 
bly about the true length. Betwixt Cayuga and Ge- 
neva, is the flourishing little village of Waterlooi^ 
born and christened since the battle. Geneva con- 
tains many elegant houses, beautifully placed on this 
rising shore, at the head of the Geneva lake ; a sitaa- 

* I have heard the Onondagoes estimated at 1000. 
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tion indicating tbait the name was not bestowed at 
rancfoic. 

From Geneva to Canandaigua, a tract of bill apd 
rale extends for 16 miles, witb only two bouses. ( 
neglected to observe accurately, or enquire whether 
the soil was of inferiour quality : should thi^ not be 
the case, this note would afford a traveller of 1826, 
^^ exact mean of estimating the growth of its im- 
{irovemenV in 10 years. Canandaigua is a town of 
Tillas, built on the rising shore of the Canandaigus^ 
lake, which terminates the picture, at the bottqiQ of 
the maiD'Street : the lower part of this stceet is occu- 
pied by stores and warehouses, but the upper, to 
the length of nearly two miles, consists of villas, qr 
ornamented cottages, tastefully finished with colon- 
nades, porches, and verandas, each within its own 
garden, or pleasure ground. The prospect down 
this long yista to the lake, is charming ; if it has a 
defect, not to the eye, but to the mind, it arises from 
a consideration of the perishable materials, with which 
these elegant buildings are constructed, impressing 
an idea of instability, like pleasure houses raised for 
an occasional festival. A fertile soil, and industrious 
population, are, however, bases on which brick will 
succeed to wood, and stone to brick. 

From Canandaigua we turned from the main rqad 
nine miles S. W. to visit what is called *^ the burnbg 
spring," lately discovered. This tract of country is 
beautifully undulating, and richly cultivated : I was 
particularly pleased with the style of its clearing, 
being neither encumbered with heavy masses of wood, 
nor, like most newly cleared tracts, stript to naked- 
ness, but exhibiting the rich, yet light studding qf 
timber we so much admire in many English counties. 
Perhaps the change from a dusty jolting stage to an 
open easy waggon, or Dearborn, as they are called 
in this Slate,# disposed us to regard the Uindscape 
witb more than usual complacency. 

* The body and carriage resemble a small waggon, in which 
a seat is placed for two persons, on wooden spriogf . Some- 
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Turning a little from the road, we entered a small, 
but thick wood of pine and maple, enclosed within a 
narrow ravine, the steep sides of which, composed of 
dark clay-slate, rise to the height of about 40 feet. ' 
Down this glen, whose width, at its entrance, maj 
be about 60 yards, trickles a scanty streamlet, wan- 
dering from side to side, as scattered rocks, or fallen 
trees, afford, or deny it passage. We had advanced s 
on its course about SO yards, when close under the 
rocks of the right bank, we perceived a bright red 
flame, burning briskly on its waters. Pieces of light- 
ed wood being applied to different adjacent spots, a 
space of several yards -was immediately in a blaze. 
Being informed by our guide, that a repetFtion of this 
phenomenon might be seen higher up the glen, we 
scrambled on, for about 100 yards, and directed in 
some degree by a strong smell of sulphur, applied 
our match to several places, with the same effect. 
The rocky banks here approach so closely, as to 
leave little more than a course to the stream, whose 
stony channel formed our path : sulphur in several 
places oozed from them abundantly. We advanced 
about 70 yards further, when we found the glen ter- 
minate in a perpendicular rock, about 30 feet high, 
overgrown with moss, and encumbered with fallen 
pine trees, through which the drops, at this dry pe- 
riod of the season, scarcely trickled. These fires, 
we were told, continue burning unceasingly, unless 
extinguished by accident. The phenomenon was 
dis^covered by the casual rolling of some lighted em- 
bers from the top of the bank» while it was clearing 
for cultivation. In the intensity and duration of the 
flame, it probably exceeds any thing of the kind yet 
discovered : I could, however, find no traces of a 
• spring on its whole course : the water on which the 

times there are two seats, one behind the other. They ob- 
tained the name of Dearborn, from the General's taking the 
^eld in one. 
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first fire was burning, bad indeed a stagnant appear- 
ance, and probably was so, from the failure of the 
current ; but it bad no peculiar taste or smell, was of 
the ordinary temperature, and but a few inches deep ; a 
few bubbles indicated the passage of ihe inflammable air 
through il : on applying a match to the adjacent parts of 
the dry rock, a momentary flame played along it also. 
"These circumstances induced us lo consider Ihe bed 
of the streamlet, as accidentally affording an outlet 
to the inflammable air from below, and the water, as 
in some degree performing the part of a candle-wick, 
by preventing its immediate dispers^ion into the at- 
mosphere.* I should observe, that there are con- 
siderable sulphur springs nine miles N. W. ot Canan- 
daigua ; and it may perhaps be worth noticing, that 
a line drawn through both, would strike, in a S. S. W. 
direction, the warm spring near Huntingdon, in 
Pennsylvania; the Berkely medicinal waters on the 
Potomac, and thence, following the course of the 
mountainM, S. W. the hot sprhigs of Bath, and sul- 
'phur springs in the Allegany. 

Rochester is built immediately on the great falls of 
the Genesee, about eight miles above its entrance into 
Lake 'Ontario. It is four years since the yankey 
axeman began to dispossess the wood nymphs, or ra- 
ther the wolves and bears, of this neighbourhood ; 
and the town now contains 100 good houses, furnish- 
ed with all the conveniences of life ; several com- 
fortable taverns, a large cotton-mill, and some large 
corn-mills. Town lots fetch from 500 to 1000 dol- 
^ lars, and are rising in value rapidly. Th^ whole vil- 
lage is as a summer hive, full of life, bustle, and acti- 
vity. Its site is grand : the Genesee rushes through 
it, like an arrow, over a bed of limestone, and preci- 
pitates itself down three ledges of rock, of 93, 30, 

♦ Mr. Jefferson, in bis Notes, p. 51, describes what I ima- 
gine to be a similar vapour, near the junction of the Elk river 
with the great Raohawa. 
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and 76 feet, wilbin the distance of a mile and a half 
from the town : the two first ledges are of limestone; 
the basis of the third, as well as the adjacent banks, 
is of the same red claj-slate, which everj where 
forms the bed of the St. Lawrence. This lime-stone 
ridge, which cannot but be considered as a continua- 
tion of that of Niagara, crosses the river therefore at 
the second, and then striking in a S. E. direction, di- 
vides the waters of the small lakes from those of 
Oneida and * Ontario. The immediate vicinity of 
Rochester is still an unbroken forest, consisting of 
oak, hickory, ash, beech, bass, elm, and walnut : there 
is a Mack walnut tree betwixt the town and the greM 
fall, twenty-four feet in its girth. The wild tenants 
of these woods have naturally retired before the 
sound of cultivation : there are, however, a few 
wolves and bears still in the neighbourhood ; one of 
the latter lately seized a pig close to the town. Ra- 
coons, porcupines, squirrels, black and grey, and 
foxes, are still numerous. The hogs have done good 
service in destroying the rattle snakes, which are al- 
ready becoming rare. Pigeons, quails, and blackbirds 
abound. At Rochester^ the line of settled country 

" in this direction terminates ; from hence to Lewis- 
town are 80 miles of wilderness, but of wilderness big 
with promise. 

The traveller, halting on the verge of these abori- 
ginal shades, is inclined to pause in thought, and re- 
consider the interesting scenes through which he has 
been passing. They are such as reason must ad- 
mire, for they are* the result of industry, temperance, 
and freedom, directed by a spirit of sound knowledge, 
flowing through all conditions of men, and giving birth 
to a state of society, in which their is neither pover- 
ty, nor oppression, nor complaining. This thought 
pleases, in a world so full of wo and bitterness ; it 
does more, it thrills exultingly through the heart ; and 
yet I fancied something wanting :— it was the nfeltow 
touching of that great artist Time: — every thing 



Digitized by 



Google 



WBStERN COUNTRY OF HEW tORK. 119 

wears too much the gloss of newness. — Here are no 
memorials of the past, for tiie whole country is of to- 
day ; five, ten, or at the utmost, twenty years ago, 
where are now corn-fields, towns and villages, was 
one mas^^ of forest. Certain pains-taking New-En- 
glanders, 'having discovered the fertility of the soil, 
sat down to clear, till, settle, and improve it, and are 
now reaping the just harvest of their labours. — Ima- 
gination folds her wing oVer such a history, and we 
feel with Moore, 

** No bright remembrance o'er the fancy plays ; 
. No classick dream, no star of other days, 
Has left that visionary glory here, 
That relick of its light so soft and dear. 
Which gilds, and hallows e*en the rudest scene, 
The humblest shed where genius once has been.*' 

I remember visiting the convent of " Our Lady of 
the Rock," near Cintra in Portugal. It was founded 
by Emanuel, to commemorate the return of Yasco 
de Gama. For three centuries, the matin hyinn had 
ascended daily from its mountain pinnacle, unmixed 
with sound of earth, when the step of the invader si- 
lenced and dispersed the ministers of its altar. There 
was one old man left ; he was eighty years of age, and 
had forsaken the world at the period of the great 
earthquake of Lisbon. The effects of a moral con- 
vulsion, more devastating than earthquakes, had 
reached him, after fifty years of seclusion. What 
remembrances, what reflections, crowded within the 
walls of this little monastery ! My feeble conductofi 
as he glided through the forsaken cloister, in the 
white habit of his order, seemed like an embodied 
spirit of the past, bearing record of the revolutions of 
nature, and of empires. — But to proceed through'the 
woods. 
> *ffae road from Rochester to Lewistown bos ob- 
tained the appellation of the Ridge road, from the cir* 
cumstance.of its running, generally, on thesecondarj 
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bank of Lake Ontario. This bank is a gravelly 
rit^i^e, iseldona eKceeding^l5 feet in heigbt, and is ge- 
nerally from five to eight miles from the present shore. 
The prrmitive limestone ridge, forming the Niagara 
and Genesee falls, runs parallel to if, but further from 
the 8boi'e. The disposition of the ground, on the 
Canadian side of the St. Lawrence, is exactly simi- 
lar, but ha^ been less spoken of, because inhabited 
bra Ies4 inquisitive, and speculating race of people. 
Sixteen miles west of Rochester, there is an Irish 
settlement, on Sandy Creek ; iron is said to be found 
there. The average value of land is from 10 to 15 
dollars an acre, and rises rapidly, as the country set- 
tles. One thousand families of settlers crossed Ro- 
chester bridge in 30 days, during the last summer* 

Tne soil cannot be called first rate, being general- 
ly sandy, with a mixture of gravel ; it however pro- 
du'Tes oak timber in great abundance : a tract of 30 or 
40 miles alono; the ridi^e road, is called, " Oak 
Orchard." — The average return which the crops 
inake Oj^ the line of the small lakes, is about 25 for 
one ; in some instances it exceeds this : a gentleman 
of B 00 n^eld town, stated the return of part of his 
lands, at 40 for one : in Lower Canada it seldom ex- 
ceeds six or seven. Notwithstanding the bad state 
of the road, the stage waggon runs from Rochester to 
Lewistown in two days : this journey is ' heavy 
enouxh ; it is sometimes necessary to alight, and walk 
several miles, or suSer a dislocation of limbs, in jolt- 
ing over causeways, gr logged roads, formed of pine, 
or oak trees laid cross ways, without much regard to 
uniformity of size, or the comfort of those who may 
have to travel over them« Oxasionally a wild deer 
gtaj'ts from the brink of so i?e overshadowed creek, 
and, at different intervals, square patches seem cut 
out of the forest, in the centre of which low log-huts 
have been constructed, without aid of saw, or plane, , 
and surrounded by stumps of trees, black with the 
fires, kiadled for the purpose of cleariDg. These 
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fires are still usually burning, in some quarter round 
the house ; so that the whole settlement, betwixt the 
remains of former conflagrations, and the volumes of 
blue smoke, stilt curling through the massive woods, 
has a very Cimmerian aspect. While he clears bis 
land, the Aofierican settler seldom neglects to make 
potash : two mep will make a ton of it in a month : its 
^average value may be reckoned at 150 dollars: so 
that the laud repays him the value of his labour at 
the outset. The stages ni^et, ^nd put *up for the 
night at a log-hut, dignified with the name of an inn, 
about 40 miles from Rochester. Our accommoda- 
tions were of the lowest, but our charges, of the 
higheat rate ; for, as our host sagaciously observed, 
** were he not to charge high^ how was he ever to 
build a better house ?" By this rule we were com- 
pelled to contribute to posterity. Lewistown was 
one of the frontier villages burnt during the war, to 
retaliate upon the Americans for the destruction of 
Newark. It has been since rebuilt, and all marks of 
its devastation effaced. It is agreeably situated at 
the foot of the Limestone Ridge, on the steep bank 
of the St. Lawrence, which here rushes frith a boil- 
ing, eddying torrent, from the Falls to Lake Ontario. 
Lewistown, notwithstanding its infancy^ and remote 
situation, contains se^veral good stores, to which I was 
obliged to have recpurse for some trifiiiig articles, 
during my stay at dueenston, on the Canadian side ; 
particularly for a pair of shoes, when I accompanied 
a friend to get his tea-pot mended ; Queenston afford- 
ing neither tinker, nor shoemaker. 
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jThe peninsula included generally betwixt the two 
Lakes and the Niagara river, obtained, during the 
war, and still keeps, the name of the Niagara Fron- 
tier. The Oiise, or Grand River,Jhe ban^s of which 
are inhabited by the Six Nations, may be considered 
its we^^tern boundary, and Burlington Bay its limit to 
the north. The Limestone Ridge, which we have 
observed skirting the road from the Falls of the 6e- 
Desee, crosses the Niagara at Queenston, and, follow- 
ing the direction of the shores of Lake Ontario, as 
far. as Ancaster, divides this frontier irregularly, 
nearly from east to west. At Ancaster it turns in the 
direction of the Lake, and having skirted the B>\y of 
Burlid^ton with a magnificent amphitheatre, strikes 
eastward, till it has crossed the Humber : but whe- 
ther it afterwards proceeds in the direction of Kings- 
ton, or bends northwardly, I am not able to deter- 
mine ; though from distant views, and some other cir- 
cumstances, I am inclined to believe it takes the for- ' 
mer course. Its height may be averaged generally 
at from 200 to 250 feet : it is every where very, 
steep; in some places nearly perpendicular; and 
when viewed from below, being covered with trees to 
its summit, seems stretched across the country, like 
a magnificent screen of verdure. The whole frontier 
may thus be considered as divided into ti^o plateaux : 
the upper, on a level with Lake Erie ; the lower, 
sloping from the foot of the ridge to Lake Ontario. 
There is a marked geological distinction betwixt these 
two tracts. Immediately below dueenston all traces 
of limestone disappear. The river banks, which are 
here about seventy feet in height, are composed of 
the same, red clay-slate which seems generally to con- 
stitute the bed of the St. Lawrence, from hence 
downwards, beyond Quebec. The sides of the dif- 
ferent creeks round the head of the lake, from 
Queenston to Tork, exhibit similar strata, nor does a 
single limestdne rock appear to the eastward of the 
Ridge ; from themce, however, to Lake Erie, it pre- 
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dominates almost exclusively, and constitutes. tbe ba- 
sis of a soil, famous through Canada for its fertilitjr. 
The whole of this frontier is distinguished by a pe* 
culiar niildness of climate. Yolney observesi (torn, 
i. p. 137.)— 

*' A Niagara, bien au-desaus de Montreal, les neiget 
font de deux mois encore [ilus courtes que dans cette 
ville : ce qui eft precisement le contraire de la r^gle gene- 
rate des niveaux observ^e sur le reste de la cdte." 

And again, p. 166, he observes the great increase 
of cold from Lake Erie, west ; ^' so that in the neigh- 
bourhood of Lake St. Clair, the only fruits which 
will ripen are apples and winter pears ;" whereas at 
Niagara, peaches are raised in such abundance as to 
be the common food for hogs during the autumn ; 
capsicums, melons, and all sorts of gourds, are also 
abundantly raised in the open ground. 

M. Volney is inclined to attribute this diflference 
of climate, tp the greater or less prevalence of the S. 
and S. W. winds, which, he says, become less fre- 
quent'round Lake St. Clair: but in addition to any 
general reason of this kind, there is a peculiar circum- 
stance in the locale of this frontier, which has proba- 
bly a more direct effect. The N. W. wind, as. has* 
been already observed, is found to be the great 
agent of cold through nearly the whole of the Ameri- 
can continent. It seems no less certain that it derives 
its chilling powers from the unbounded tract of fro- 
zen, uncultivated country over which .it sweeps. 
Before, however, it arrives at the Niagara frontier, it 
has past diagonally across both Lake Superiour and 
Lake Huron, and must therefore have lost some por- 
tion of its intense cold in its passage, ^o prove the 
-Correctness of this^bse^vation, it is necessary that 
the difference of climate should be co-extensive with 
the range of the N. W. wind, under these peculiar 
circumstances ; and this seems to be the case. A 
line drawn N. W. from York, would cross the nar- 
rowest extrenaity of Lake Huron, and sweep tbe 
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shore, instead of crossing the expanse, of Lake Supe- 
riour : now York is known to have longer and severer 
winlers than the frontier, though but sixty miles N. 
W. of it. In like manner, a line drawn N. W. from 
Lake St. Clair, would fall beyond Lake Huron, and 
cross but a small portion of Lake Superiour ; the 
whole country, therefore, from this lake west, may^ 
be expected, as Yolney observes to be the case, to 
feel an unmitigated winter : the favoured portion lying 
betwixt these two points, on both sides, of Lake 
Erie.^ . Accordingly, a decided preference is giveOf 
by settlers, to this neighbourhood : on our side, the 
banks of the Grand River were long since chosen bj 
the Six Nations for their fertility ; and from thence to 
the Thames, and Long Point, are the finest farms in 
the province. The whole of the American side is 
rapidly settling, and Erie, built on the site of the old 
fort, is already a considerable town. 

The northern point of the frontier, at the junction 
of the Niagaraf with Lake Ontario, Js occupied by 
Fort Alissisaga, built opposite to the American Fort, 
Niagara, which it is thought to command :^it is star- 
shaped, and intended to be faced, with stone, should 
the expense be deemed convenient. From hence to 
Fort George there is about a mile of flat ground^ 
mostly occupied by the village of Newark, which 
bad in great part i)een rebuTlt. The houses are of 
jrood, and being generally placed on frames, without 
foundations, xseem to give a stranger no more reason 
to expect to find them standing when he next travel^ 
that way, than the tents of an Arab, or .the booths of 
an annual fair. There is one large inn, of a gay ex- 
terior ; but being commonly crowded with guests, is 
half finished, half furnished, and miserably dirty : 

* It seems probable that the whole of the Genesee country 
shares in this advantage. 

tThe St. Lawrence, betwixt tl^ two lakes, is commonly 
called the Niagara. 
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beds, indeed, are in no raore than comfortable abun- 
dance ; it being no easy matter to squeeze betwixt 
each two of the dozen, crowded into a room. 

Betwixt Newark and Qiieenston the river is sepa- 
rated from the road by a light wood, through which 
it breaks on the sight at intervals, frequently with the 
top-sails of a schooner gliding just above its banks,^ 
and the tufted woods of the American shore beyond. 
On the right there is an unbroken succession of luxu- 
riant orchards, corti-fields, and farm-houses ; a rare 
and interesting sight in Canada. Queenston inbuilt 
on the river's edge, at the foot of the heights; it 
was embosomed in peach orchards before the war, 
bnt they were all felled, to aid pur defensive opera- 
tions, so that the vicinity looks bare and war-worn. 
The heights are still crowned by a redoubt, and the 
remains of batteries, raised to defend the passage of 
the river. It was near to one of these, the gallant 
Sir Isaac Brocke was killed on the 13th of October, 
1812, while with 400 men he gallantly opposed the 
landing of 1500 Americans, the whole of whom were 
afterwarc|a captured by General Sheafie. — But silence 
is now on the hill, and from the crumbling 6eld-work, 
the stranger's eye dwells with admiration on the 
winding course of the Niagara ; the rich adjacent 
country ; the opposite fortresses at its mouth ; the 
blue expanse of Lake Ontario, with the white build- 
ings of York just glimmering on the horizon; and 
beyond them a contiiniation of the same heights on 
which he stands, fading indistinctly into the sky. 

At Queenston I commenced a new, and infinitely 
more conveaient mode of travelling, viz. in my own 
carriage ; thns being a light Jersjsy wageon, (a ma- 
chine I have already described, by the name of 
a Dearborn,) for which I gave at second band, 130 
dollars ; it was consequently above the million in ap- 
pearance. My steed, a hardy Canadian, bred in the 
neighbourhood, cost me 70 dollars ; and with such 
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preparation, a man may travel cpmfortabty from Pe- 
nobscot to New Orleans. 

It vras a fine autumnal morning, (October 4,) when 
I put my equipage in motjon from Queenston, towards 
York, accompanied by a friend, and a favourite 
pointer. The road follows the line of the heights, 
from which it is separated by an open meadow, stud- 
ded with clumps of trees, over many of which the ' 
wild vine had woven natural bowers, but its graceful 
festooning is all its merit ; for the grapes are smalf 
and sour. The peculiarity of the Genesee road is 
renewed here, or rather it is the same feature con- 
tinued, and runs along a second bank, about twenty 
feet high, which follows generally the direction of 
the ridge, at a distance, varying from a quarter of a 
mile to a league. This little elevation gives a pleas- 
ing view, to the right of a fertile country, newly re- 
deemed from the forest, while the steep, and some- 
times perpendicular wall of limestone, wooded to its 
summit, magnificently bars the prospect on the left. 

Many small streams descend from the mountain to 
the lake, and where they have worn their channel 
through the second bank, cause pretty sharp dips in 
the road. They are all numerically, and vaguely 
enough, named by their once reputed distances from 
Fort George, as the two, four, six, eight, ten, twelve 
Mile Creeks. The village of St. David's stands on 
the Four Mile Creek, and seems retiring into a nook 
of the mountain. A newspaper is printed here, and 
edited with ability : there are also two saddlers^ 
shops, at one of which I purchased a neat single 
harness for thirty dollars, when 1 set up my equipage. 
There are several miles of pine forest betwixt St. 
David's and the Twelve Mile Creek, which, though 
little interesting to an agriculturist, are not, I think, 
without a charm for the traveller whose business is 
merely to hunt out any combination of forms and 
colours, in which either eyes, or fancy may find their 
account. Its smooth brown flooring ; straight trunks, 
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shooting up like endless vistas of Gotbick colamns ; 
the vaulting ol^ dark foliage above them; the univer- 
sal stillness, and even the resinous fragrance, so pow- 
erful on a hot daj, combine to produce in the mind 
a solemn, and almost religious feeling. ^' Ilia proce- 
ritas sjlvee, et secretum loci, et admiratio umbrs, 
fidem numinis facit." There Js a scattered hamlet 
and court-house round the steep banks of the Twelve 
Mile Creek ; we stopped to bait our steed and selves 
a few miles beyond, at a-solitarjr leg hut in the cen- 
tre of a forest ; where, besides oats, we found excel- 
lent spruce beer made on the spot, and gingerbread 
cakes, as the sign specified, being underwrifteo, 
« Cakes and Beer." We arrived at the Forty Mile 
Creek in the dusk of the evening ; the principal 
tavern was full, so we went to the second, where we 
were somewhat crossly received by an old Irish land- 
lady ; luckily, however, she recovered her good te»' 
per on perceiving us to be English officers, a species 
of animal she had learnt, during the war, to tr^ 
with civility : her son had served in- the- militia, in 
token of which he wds most obstreperously loyal, 
both in speech and ^ong, during the whole evening. 
A fowl was speedily consigned from its slumbers to 
the pot, and served up, with the et«ceteras of the te»- 
tarble. The little rooo^, or rather closet, in which 
we supped, contained a bed, for one of us ;. the other 
was to sleep in the chamber above: wi inspection, 
however, of the family loft so termed, induct nse 
to alter this arrangement,, by having my bed made 
up in the closet, which just held the two, and stand- 
ing room betwixt them. I was also forced to make 
another infringement on the customs of th^ Konse^ 
by requesting an additional sheet to the one, usnaMy 
deemed sufficient. My friend walked out before 
l;>reakfast, and shot, immediately round the house, 
several quail, a brace of woodcocks, and a partridiccsi 
The quails frequent the buck-wheat,^ at this season^ 
in gr^t numbers ; we frequently saw benies o£ them 
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bj the road side. The American woodcock is small- 
er than ours ; its breast and bellj are of a dirtjish 
pink. The partridge is more properly a species of 
pheasant, very nearly resembling our hen-pheasant, 
both in .size and plumage, and is seldom found but 
in woods. On setting otf to continue our jourRey, 
we look the pointer into the waggon, upon which our 
host exclaimed ** I'll be hanged, if you Englishmen 
are not fonder of your dogs than of your wives ;" — 
nor wotild this be any misplaced degree of aflfection, 
were we all wived like mine host. The road contin- 
ues to Stony Creek, following, as before, the direc- 
tion of the heights, with little diversity of landscape, 
except such as arises from their occasional windings, 
and darkly-wooded recesses. At Stony Creek it 
breaks off to the right, towards the lake, and ap- 
proaches the outlet of Burlington-bay by a long neck 
of flat deep sand, thinly covered with coarde grass, 
and a few bushes and dwarf oaks. There is a pleas- 
ing view from the bridge, up the bay to Burlington, 
which is built on an elevated peninsula : beyond it 
lies another small lake, aptly denominated '^ Coot's 
Paradise," from which the land rises to the ridge, 
whose hold sweeping line encloses, with an amphi- 
theatre of woods, the little village of Dundas, and all 
the country in that direction. We stopped to bait 
at a tavern of a substantial appearance, near the 
bridge, and looking to Lake Ontario. Our host, 
whose portly figure reflected no disgrace on the ap- 
pearance of his house, received us with bustling 
importance. "What could we have to eat ?"— J- 
** Whatever you please," was the reply, he had 
every thing in the house — "Well then a veal cutlet, 
as we are in haste." He went in, and presently re- 
turned, protesting his wife was quite out of humour 
at oar thinking of veal cutlets,' when the veal had 
been killed a fortnight. — " Well then, we are not 
particular, a pork chop will do" — but the pork chop 
only increased the storm. — " Ift w could we expect 

17 
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a pork chop when the pork was all salted ?" — ^^ Body 
of us, miDe host/' then said I, in the feelings of 
Sancho Panza under similar vexations, "what can 
we have ?'* — Why we could have bread and cheese^ 
or butter, if we preferred it ; and bread and butter 
it W4S, seasoned however by Bonniface's eulogium 
on his own generosity in keeping a tavern, which he 
did, (he said,) not for the sake of profit, but because 
bis feelings would not suffer him to send travellers 
from his door, albeit his wife was much vexed at 
this benevolence. 

^ . A little way from this tavern stands the house built 
by our government for the Mohawk chief, Brandt, 
in recompense of his services during the American 
war. It is a large sash- windowed house, opposite to 
the lake, and superiour in appearance to most houses 
in the Province. His wife was living in it at this 
time, but his son, with whom I had become acquaint- 
ed at Kingston, was at York. He is a fine young 
man, of gentlemanly manners, and appearance, speaks 
and writes English agreeably and correctly, and 
dresses in the Engfish fashion, retaining only the 
ipocassins of his Indian habit. He served during 
the war, among his own people, with the rank and 
pay of a Lieutenant, which he still holds. ^ 

It took us three hours to accomplish the five miles 
of road, betwixt the head of the lake and the main 
road, called Dundas-street, which runs from York 
towards Lake Erie, and Ambers tsberg. We halted 
for the night at Hopkins's inn, where we found all 
the cleanliness and comfort a traveller can desire, 
with the alloy of but one little accident. Our game 
was to be cooked for supper ; a thought flashed us 
like lightning, while the preparations were going on 
in an outf r room ; my friend rushed out, it was too 
late ; the sacrilege had been committed ; the wood- 
cocks had been profanely gutted, and were tossed 
ignobly, to be stewed in a common pot with the other 
birds.: their excelleifte, however, though thus bar- 
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barously degraded, could not be extinguished, and 
our appetites pakl a just tribute to merit in disguise. 

The face of the country, from the head of the 
lake to York, is less varied than that of the Niagara 
frontier. The thread of settlements is slender, alnd 
frequently interrupted by long tracts of hemlock- 
swamp, and pine barrens. The banks of the several 
streams which descend to the lake, are, like those of 
the frontier, bold and steep, exhibiting strata of 
crumbling red clay -slate. The river Credit is an 
Indian reserve, well stocked with salmon : we found 
a family encamped on its banks, drymg fish. 

There is a good bridge over the rocky bed of the 
Humber, and large mills near it. The surface of 
the whole country seems flat ; I did not observe a 
single hill, or inequality, but such as hiive been evi- 
dently formed by streams, descending over a soil 
little tenacious ; and as the banks of kll these are 
very lofty, there is probably a considerable, though 
gradual, slope of the whole country down to the lake, 
the shores of which have no elevation worthy of notice. 
From the Humber to York is a uniform tract of 
sandy pine-barren, unsusceptible of culture ; a change 
of* feature, probably connected with the ancient his- 
tory and revolutions of the lake. 

York being the seat of government for the iipper 
province, is a place of considerable importance in 
the eyes of its inhabitants ; to a stranger, however, 
it presents little more than about 100 wooden houses, 
several of them conveniently, and even elegantLjr 
built, and I think one, or perha'ps two, of brick. 
The publick buildings were destroyed by the Ameri- 
cans ; but as no ruins of them are visible, we must 
conclude, either, that the destruction exceeded the 
desolation of Jerusalem, or that the loss to the arts 
is not quite irreparable. I believe they did not leave 
one stone upon another, for they did not find one. 
Before the city, a long flat tongue of land runs into the 
lake, called Gibraltar Point, probably from being 
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verj unlike Gibraltar. York whollj useless, either 
as a porly or military post, would sink into a village, 
and tbe seat of government be transferred to Kings- 
ton, but for the influence of those, whose pro- 
perty in the place would be depreciated by the 
change. 

My friend having returned to Queenston by water, 
I left York with no companion but my dog, frequent- 
ly repeating, as my wain dragged heavily over the 
logged roads, which cross the swampy woods round 
the Mocaco and Etobico, the verses of Petrarca : 

''Soloe pensoso i pid dt'serti Campi 
** Vo misurando i passi tardi, e lenti." 

Nothing looks less cheerful than the hut of a pri- 
mitive settler, especially when isolated in the mass of 
a dark heav^ forest; yet it is the first glance only 
which is unpleasant, the second shews present com- 
fort, and progressional improvement. I do not re- 
member to have seen one of them abandoned, except 
for a better house : there are more ruined cottages in 
the vicinity of Cork, than in all North America. 

A few miles beyond Hopkins's inn, the road as- 
cends the limestone ridge, and sometimes runs so 
' near the edge of it, that by stepping aside a few 
yards, tbe traveller perceives the level country he 
is traversing to be a terrace, about 300 feet above 
the level of the lake. I descended by a road, so 
precipitous, as nearly to resemble, at its summit, an 
irregular flight of st«ps, to the village of Dundas, 
enclosed within the rich woods and angles of the 
heights : in fact, its territory is so much contracted 
by them, that it will admit of little increase of popu- 
lation ; and there is about it a stagnant aspect, very 
unlike that of its neighbour Ancaster. To reach 
Ancaster, the ridge, or mountain, as it is called here, 
must " with toilsome march" be again ascended. A 
stream gushing from the rocks above, turns several 
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mills by the roadside, and forms a pleasing cascade 
in (be glen near its fountain. Having mounted the 
height, and entered the village, 1 was agreeably sur- 
prised to find a tavern, superiour both in size and ap- 
pearance to any thing I had expected in a village so 
remote from any great line of travelling. On calling 
for the ostler, I was quietly answered, " he would 
come as soon as he had taken his tea ;" so I manag- 
ed for myself; not caring, after a fatiguing day's 
journey, that my horse should wait his independent 
leisure, and the uncertain close of a tea-table con- 
versation. 

The landlady, a very obliging woman, apologized 
afterwards for this inattention, on the ground of the 
impossibility of procuring good servants ; and I men- 
tion this incident, one of many similar, to shew that 
this free and easy behaviour of the lower classes, 
which English travellers so frequently complain of 
in the States, and attribute to their Republican prin- 
ciples, is common enough under our own Govern- 
ment, whenever the supply of labour is dispropor- 
tionate to the demand for it. 

Ancaster has a smiling aspect : new shops and 
houses, superiour in size, and architecture, to the old, 
are building rapidly. Its site is picturesquely grand, 
and the neighbourhood thickly spread with improving 
farms. Ancaster merits to be the metropolis of 
Upper Canada. 

A gentleman, to whom young Brandt had given 
me a letter of introduction, having some friend travel- 
ling towards the Grand River, I set off, the next 
morning after my arrival, for the Indian settlements. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

INDIANS OP THE GRAND RIVER. 



The powerful Indian confederacy, known bj -the 
name of Massawoomics, or Five Nations, originallj 
occupied the whole of the country betwixt the lakes, 
and the Allegany ridges, ^ from the sources of the 
Ohio to the banks of the Hudson. Thej were 
known, and dreaded by the French Canadians, under 
the name of Iroquois. *< Each village, or canton," 
writes Lahontai^, in 1684, '* contains 14,000 souls, of 
whom 1500 bear arms.'* In 1712, they received fhe 
Tuscaroras into their confederacy, and made them 
the sixth nation. *^ All the confederated tribes, 
says Morse, *^ except the Oneidas, and Tusca- 
roras, sided with the British in the late war, and 
fought against the Americans/* In 1779 they were 
attacked by general Sullivan, and driven to Niagara; 
their numbers were at this time estimated by Dodge 
at 1580. At Niagara, many of them died, << from 
beijig obliged," says Morse, " to live on salted pro- 
visons." The remainder had ihe lands round the 
Grand River assigned them for their support, by our 
government, where they hav^ since resided, with 
the Delawares and Missisagas, joint sufferers in the 
same cause ; the latter of whom have given their 
name to4he new fort opposite to Fort Niagara. It 
is probable, however, from the villages of the Six 
Nations still to be found within the territory of the 
State of New Tork, that, besides, the Oneidas and 
Tuscaroras, portions of the other four tribes, in op- 
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poisition to (be general dispositioo of their nation, at- 
tached themselves to the American cause : a species 
of national disunion, resulting from an excess of in- 
dividual freedom, which has, jon every occasion of * 
hostilities, whetted the tomahawk of kindred war- 
riours, for the destruction of their own clan. 

The Mohawks have always been enttemed the 
head of the confederacy. "J^hey were shongly at- 
tached to the British interest, and first Jotloncd Sir 
William Johnson into Canada, under their chieHaln, 
" the Monster Brandt.'* The Monster had, however, 
some good qualities. He accustomed his people to 
the^arts of civilized life, and made farmers of them. 
He built a church, and translated one of the Gospels 
into the Mohawk language ; for, like Clovis, and 
many of the early Anglo-Saxon, and Danish Chris- 
tians, he contrived to unite much religious zeal with- 
the practices of natural ferocity. His grave is to 
be seen under the walls of his church. 1 have men- 
tioned one of his sons : he has also a daughter living, ' 
who would not disgrace the circles of European 
fashion : her face, and person are fine and graceful : 
she speaks English, not only correctly, but elegantly ; 
and has, both in her speech and manners, a softness 
approaching to Oriental languor : she retains so much 
of her national dress as to identify her with her 
people, over whom she affects no superiority, but 
seems pleased to preserve all the ties, and duties of 
relationship. She held the infant of one of her re- 
Ifttions at the font, on the Sunday of my visit to the 
church. The usual church, and baptismal service 
was performed by a x^r. Aaron, an Indian, and 90 
assistant priest ; the congregation * consisted of 60 or 
70 persons, male and female : many of the young 
men were dressed in the English fashion, but several 
of the old warriours came with their blankets, folded 
over them, like the drapery of a statue ; and in 
this dress, with a step and mein of quiet energy, 
more forcibly reminded me of the ancient Romans 
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than some other inhabitants of this continent, who 
have laid claim to the resemblance. Sv>me of them 
wore large silver crosses, medals, and other trinkets, 
on their backs and breasts ; and a tew had bandeaus, 
ornamented with feathers. Dr. Aaron, a grej-head- 
ed Mohawk, had touched his cheeks and forehead 
with a few spots of vermillion, in honour of Sunday : 
he wore a surplice, and preached at considerable 
length ; but his delivery was unimpassioned, and 
monotonous in the extreme. Indian eloquence de« 
cays with the peculiar . state of society to which it 
owed its energy. 

The Mohawk village stands on a little plain, look- 
ing down upon the Grand river ; upon the alluvion 
of which the inhabitants raise their crops, chiefly of 
Indian corn. Their houses are built of logs, rudeljr 
put together, and exhibiting externally a great ap- 
pearance of neglect, and want of comfort. Some few 
are in a better condition : the house belonging to 
Brandt's family resembles that of a petty Ebgliah 
farmer ; Dr. Aaron's was neat and clean. The Doc- 
tor, who had been regularly ordained, and spoke very 
good English, told me the village had been injured 
much by the war, which had put a stop to its im- 
provements, and dispersed the inhabitants over the 
country. This i^ probable enough : the Indians ad- 
vance towards civilized life with a forced motion, 
and revert to habits of warfare, and wandering, with 
a natural rebound. The Cayugas seem to have 
made less progress than the Mohawks, towards do- 
mestick accommodation : the &re is still in the middle 
of their dwellings : the earth, o^ block of wood, suffi- 
ces for chair and table ; and planks, arranged round 
the walls, like cabin births, form their beds. They 
seemed very cheerful, though with little reason; for 
their crop of Indian corn, which they were now 
drying and husking, had been spoiled by premature 
frost, and in common with all the other Indians of 
the settlement, jtheir only resource against starva- 
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tion, wa9 the British Commissariat. They confine 
themselves to the cultivation of Indian corn, because 
it requires little labour, and of that sort which may 
be performed by women ; the consequence is, that 
a single frosty night strikes them with famine, or at 
least throws them for support upon the magazine of 
Kingston. The evil and remedy proceed from * the 
same source : an habitual dependance on'our bounty 
destroys, by rendering needless, all exertion towards 
self-support. But from the system of Indian tutelage 
results the necessity of guardianship, that is^ of the 
Indian department, through which some thousands 
of the publick money are annually filtered : a plentiful 
barvest on the Grand River would destroy golden 
crops of place and patronage. 

I bad little opportunity of observing their manners 
and character. It may' be conjectured that Euro- 
pean intercourse is fast obliterating the character- 
istick features of their former social system. Their 
increased knowledge of our afts and enjoyments^ 
has been probably followed by a proportionate in- 
crease of wants, and desires, and these, by this 
usual accession of their concomitant passions. It is 
likely they are less brave, less temperate, less saga- 
cious, and less ardent in their social affections, than 
their woodland ancestors ; but also less cruel and re- 
vengeful, more selfish, and more religious. In the 
vicinity of their settlements they have the character 
of being inoflfeosive neighbours, and of living peacea- 
bly aipong themselves, except when under the oc- 
casional influence of intoxication. Their manners 
seemed to me remarkable for nothing so much as for 
that quiet self-posseAion, which eot)stitutes the re- 
Verse of vulgarity. Their womeb, before strangers, 
ate extremely timid : most of those who lived at any . 
distance from the church, came mounted, with their 
husbands walking by their sides ; a symptom, per- 
hApn^ that tlie sex is rising among them into an Eu- 
ropean equality of rights and enjoyments. 

18 
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The whole of the settlements are reckoned to, fur- 
nish about 500 warrioui's io our Government. These, 
if not the best, are Certainly the dearest of our allies : 
besides the support of themselves and their families 
during war, several thousands are expended annually 
in cloathing, and nick-nacks, under the n^rae of pre- 
sents. Every accidental loss, from failure of crops, 
or other disasters, they are in the habit of expect- 
ing should be made good by the liberality of their 
*' Great Father," whose means and generosity they 
are well disposed to consider as unbounded ; an idea 
which his agents are little careful to repress. During 
the late war they behaved with the cautious courage 
of German auxiliaries, evidently considering it their 
first interest to spare themselves, their second, to 
serve their father ; a mode of conduct which was 
nearly resented by the more enterprising warriours 
of the West, who had taken up the hatchet from a 
strong feeling of . necessity, and hatred to the en- 
croachments of the Americans. Among these, the 
most distinguished was Tecumseh, a Shawnee chief- 
tain, whose courage and commanding talents recom- 
mended him, early in the war, not only to the notice, 
but to the personal esteem and admiration of Sir 
Isaac Broc^e.^ Tecumseh perceived the necessity 
of a general Indian confederacy, as the only perma- 
nent barrier to the dominion of the States. What 
he had the genibs to conceive, he had the talents to 
execpte: eloquence, and address, courage, penetra-. 
tion, and what in an Indian is more remarkable/ than 
these, undeviating temperance. Under better aus- 

* The General, one day, presentedliim with the sash he had 
worn on his own person. Tecumseh received it with great 
emotion, and begged the General to conskler, that if he re- 
frained from wearins; it himself, it was from an anxiety to pre- 
vent the jealousy, which such an honour conferred on a young 
chieftain, might excite among the older Indian captains ; hot 
that he would send it. to his family, to be preserved as an eter- 
nal memorial oT his father's friendship. 
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pices, this Amphictyonick league iQight hare been^ 
efiecfed ; but after (he death of his frienfi and patj^on, 
Be found no kindred sprit with whom to act ; but 
stung with grief and indignation, after upbraiding, in 
the bitterest sarcasms,'*^ the retreat of our forces, 
he engaged an American detachment of mounted 
riflemen, near the Mora\ian village, and having rush- 
ed forward, singly, to encounter their commanding 
officer, whom he mistook for General Harrison, he 
fell by a pistol ball. The exultations of the Ameri- 
cans on his death, afiurd unerring, because unintend- 
ed, evidence of the dread his talents had inspired.f 



TO THE MEMORY OP TECUMSEH. 

Teeumseh has no grave, but eagles dipt 

Their raveling beaks, and drank bis stout heart's tide,. 

Leaving his bones to whiten wher6 be died : 
His skin by Christian tomahawks was stript 

From the bard fibres.J — Impotence of pride I 
Triumphant o'er the earth-worm, but in vain 

Deeming th' impassive 8[)irit to deride, 
"Which, nothing or immortal, kncfws no pain ! 

*'*! compare,*' said be, speaking of the author of this re- 
treat, **our father to a fat white dog, who, in the season of 
pro'^perity carries his tail erect on his back, but drops it be- 
twixt his^ lesjs, and flies at the approach of danger." On ano- 
ther oi-rasion. when by way of paoifyinj? his remttnst ranees w!th 
a metaphor, in the Indian manner, our commander professed 
his readiness to lay his bones by his side, ** Tell ,the dog," said 
the angry warrionr, ** he has too much regard for his carcass, to 
lay his bones any where." 

f The officer who shot him was a Colonel Johnson, who bad 
been himself severely wounded the moment before. Tecum- 
seh bore, a personal enmity to General Harrison, to whom be 
attributed the slaughter of his family ; and had avowed, that 
when they met, one of them should be left on the field. 

I The riflemen are said to ^ve cut off 8tri|i; of his skin, to 
preserve as trophies. 
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Might ye torment him to this earth again, 
That were an agony : his children's blood 
DelugM his soul, and, like a ^ery flood, 

Scorch'd up his core of being. Then the stain 

Of fight was on him, and the wringing thought, 
He should no more the crimson hatchet raise,' 
Nor drink from kindred lips his song of praise; 

So Liberty, he deemed, with life was cheaply boi^ht. 
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CHAPTER XXni. 



THE FALLS OP NIAGARA. 



7o describe the Falls of Niagara, is to tell a thrice- 
told tale ; yet few can have looked on this marvel of 
nature with so cold ^n eje, as, not to wish for some 
record of the etiiotions it occasioned. The history. 
of our sensations, as excited by the sublimest objects 
of art or nature, would be far worthier of perusal, 
than the legends of our vanities and passions, of 
which history is, for the most part, compounded. It 
is little, that such spectacles are innocent : an en* 
thusiast in the fine arts has declared, that no one 
can contemplate the Apollo Belvidere without feeling 
an Exaltation of his moral beii^g. The miracles of 
nature are not less powerful : to be conversant with 
them, is to feel too sensibly the littleness of ordina- 
ry pursuits and vulgar gains, to become deeply im- 
Doersed in their polluted vortex. By frequently gaz- 
ing on scenes, in which the power of man is nothingi 
the possession of that power becomes ao object of 
indifference or contempt : we approach the content*- 
ment of Diogenes, without its cynicalness, and have 
nothing to ask of the masters of the world, but that 
they would leave us the free use of sky and sun* 
shine — a greater boon, indeed, than they are- com- 
monly di^iposed to grant. 

At Qiieeoston, seven miles from the falls^ their 
sound, united with the rushing of the river, is dis** 
tinctly heard. At the* distance of about a mtle^ a 
white cloud hovering over the trees, indicates their 
situation : it is not, however, until the road emerges 
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from a close country into the space of open ground 
immediately in their vicinity, that the white volumes 
of foam are seen, as if boiling up from a sulphurous 
gulph. Here a foot-path turns from the road, to- 
wards a wooded cliff. The rapids are beheld on the 
right, rushing, for the space of a mile, like a tempes- 
tuous sea. A narrow tract descends about 60 feet 
down the citff, and continues across a plashy mea- 
dow, through a copse, encumbered with masses of 
limestone ; extricated from which, I found myself on 
the Table Rock, at the very point where the river 
precipitates itself into the abyss. ^ The rapid motion 
of the waters, the stunning noise, the mounting 
clouds, almost persuade the startled senses, that the 
rock itself is tottering, and on 'the point of rolling 
down into the gulph, which swallows up the mass of 
descending waters. 1 bent over it, to mark the 
.clouds rolling white beneath me, as in an inverted 
sky, illumined by a most brilliant rainbow,-^one of 
those features of softness, which Nature delights to 
pencil amia her wildest scenes, tempering her awful- 
Dess with beauty, and making her very terrours 
lovely. 

There is a ladder about half a mile below the Ta- 
ble Rock, by which I. descended the cliff, to reach 
the foot of the fall. Mr. Weld has detailed the im- 
pediments and difficulties of this approach^ and M« 
Volney confesses they were such as to overconac 
bis exertions to surmount them ; a few years, how- 
ever, l^ave made a great change ; the present dan- 
gers and difficulties may be easily enumerated. The 
first is, the ordinary hazard every one runs, who 
goes up, or down a ladder ; this is a very good one 
of 30 sfeps, or about 40 feet ; from thence the path 
is a rough one, over the fragments and masses of 
rock, which have gradually crumbled, or been forci- 
bly riven, from the cliff, and which cover a broad 
declining space, from its base to the river brink. 
The only risk in this part of the pilgrimage, is that 
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of a broken shin frdm a false step. The patb grows 
smooth as it advances to the fall, so that the undi- 
vided attention may be given to (his imposing spec- 
tacle. I felt a sensation of awe as I drew near it, 
like (hat caused by the first cannon on the morning 
of battle. 1 passed from sunshine into gloom and 
tempest : the spray beat down in a heavy rain ; a 
violent wind rushed from behind the sheet of water: 
it was difficult to respire, and for a moment, it seem- 
ed temerity to encounter the convulsive workings of 
the elements, and intrude into the dark dwellings 
of their power : but the danger is in appearance only ; 
it is possible to penetrate but a few steps behind the 
curtain and in these few, there is no hazard ; the 
footing is good, and the space sufficiently broad and 
free : there is not even a necessity for a guide, two 
eyes amply suffice to point out all that is to be seen 
or avoided. During my first visit, there were two 
young American ladies on the same errand, ^who 
were drenched, as well as myself, in the cloud of 
spray. In my- opinion, more is lost than gained, by 
this facility. The efifect produced upon us, by any 
object of admiration, is increased by the difficulties 
of approaching it: the imagination does not suffer to 
be thrown away, a single particle of all that has been 
expended in the pursuit : lovers and pilgrims know 
this ; bring a Baptist's head, or^ even the wood of 
the true cross, to the believer's door, they will soon 
lose all power over his fancy. Objects, indeed, of 
Teal beauty or;sublimity, are privileged never whol- 
ly to fail of their effect, whatever may be the di8ad-> 
vantages under which they are seen ; still it may be, 
and is, weakened by them. Are the feelings excited 
by the Elgin marbles, wBen we view them, elbowed 
by groups of simpering fashionables, and gaping 
tradesmen, the same with those they must^ have 
awakened in the bosom of the lonely traveller, sitting 
before the fane of Theseus ? — For Niagara, I fore- 
see that in a teW years travellers will find a finger 
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post, '< To the Falls' Tea Gardens/' with cftkes and 
refreshmeotfl, set out on the Table Rock. 

The name of **the Horse shoe/' hitherto given to 
the larger Fall, is no longer applicable : it has be* 
come an acute angle. M. Volney and Mr. Weld 
have observed this change.^ An officer, who had 
been stationed in the neighbourhood thirty years^ 
pointed out to me the alteration which had takea 
plac^ in the centre of (he Fall, which he estimated 
tt about eighteen feet in the thiVty years. M. Vol- 
ney, speaking of the Jimestone ridge at Queenston, 
observes, '' Pour quiconque examine avec attention 
toutes les circonstances de ce local, il devient evi- 
dent que c'est ici que la chiite a d'abord commencd> 
et que c'est en sciant, pour ainsi dire, les banes du 
rocher que le fleuve a creus^ le ravin, et recul^ 
d'&^e en ft^e sa breche jdsq'au lieu ou est mainten- 
«nt la cascade.^ It does not seem that any objec- 
tion lies against this theory, for admitting that the 
present bed of the Fall wears away, and recedes, as 
.it evidently does, there is no reason to set any other 
limit to the commencement of this action, than the 
commencement of the impediment by which it is 
caused. It confirms this hypothesis, that from 
dueenston to the foot of the/ Falls there are no 
islands, (hough at, and above them, there are many. 
Upon this supposition, then, and from the rough 
estimate hitherto formed, some calculation may be 
made, approximating to the probable length of time 
the river has employed in thus wearing its way back- 
wards. The distance is about six miles ; and as the 
sub<!tance to be worn away is homogeneous, the pro- 
gress would be tolerably uniform in uniform spaces 
of time : the result, however, startles our chronology. 

* Les plus vieux ''hahitans du pays, comme Pobserve M. Weld, le 
rapelleat avoir vu la cataracte plus ayancde de plusieurs pas. Uo oflBcier 
Auglois, stationad depuit trente ans au Fort Cri^, lui cita des fails positifr, 
prouvant que des rochers, alors existans, avaieot €td mioli et «Qf lootif.— 
tllimat D'Aoieriqae^ T. i. p. 119. 
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M. Yolnej dedominates th« limestone of this (ton- 
tier ^* primitify ou chrystallisd.^^ If however con- 
tains organick remains, as well as that of the Gene- 
see country, but not in such abundance as- the bed 
of Lake Eriei He considers it as resting '^ur des* 
bancs de scbiste bleu, que contiennent une forte* 
dose de soufTre/' I observed sulphur oozing abun-. 
dantly frbm the ^ cliff immediately adjacent to, and 
within the spray of the Fall.* 

The (esser Fall, on the American side, had a 
considerable appearance of elevation ab6ve the bed 
(^ the greater: upon inquiry, I found there wais a 
difference of fifteen feet between them, caused pro- 
bably by 'the greater weight of water descending 
down the latter; the effect of the scene is increased 
by this circumstance. 

The island which divides the Falls has been fre- . 

quentiy visited of late years, nor, odd as it may 

seem, is it , an adventure of much hazard. Examin* 
• "I 

log the map, it will be seen, that at the point, at 

which the rapids commence, the current separates, 
and is drawn oh either side, towards the two FaUs, 
while the centre of the stream, being in the straigiit 
Kne of the island, descends towards it without any 
violent attraction ; and down this still water Ameri- 
can boats, well manned, and provided with^ poles to 
secure tbem from the action of the two currents, have 
frequently dropt, to the Island. Since, hov^ever, 
the small military post the Americans occupied, on 
their side of the ri^, has been abandoned, there 
are no boats in thepieighbourhood, eqtiai to the at- 
tempt. 

The Whirlpool is about*half-way betwixt Queens- 
ton and Niagara. The river, boiling, and eddying 
from the Falls, enters a circular basin, rouiid which 
the lofty cliff sweeps like an antique wail, overgroini 

* I fband gypsum'incorporated with the Itmettotie, in «ev«- . 
ral parts of the cliffi 

19 
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with trees at its base, and amid its clefts and crevi- 
,ces. The cause of the whirlpool is readily per- 
ceived by the spectator, who looks down, and ob- 
serves that the stream, being Compelled into this 
basin, Vy the direction of its channel, and unable to 
escape with equal celerity, is forced to gain time by 
revolving .within its circumference.* 

The river widens above the Fails. The. banks 
are low and the adjoining country fiat. The bridge 
over the Chippewa is protected by a We de pont : 
tne river is properly a long stagnant creek, or drain, 
to Canby Marsh, which covers all the interiour of 
the frontier, from the Grand River. — Fort Erie has 
a war-worn aspect, decayed both in strength ,and 
dignity. A rag upon a crooked pole, was the only' 
banner, floating on the evening breeze: the walls 
were tenantless. The original building, was a fortifi- 
ed stone barrack : four small bastions were com- 
menced before the war, and one of them partly faced, 
but without curtains. An Officer, who stood gover- 
, nour when hostilities commenced, finding these works ' 
too scattered and unconnected for his small garri- 
son, drew an interiour entrenchment round the bar- 
rack, which he declared to be impregnable, and as 
be prudently- avoided bringing his declaration to a 
trial, it may still hold good. When the Americans 
defended the fort under General Brown, they con- 
verted each of the bastions into a detached redoubt ; 
raised a cavalier battery on one of them, and con- 
nected them with abattis : It was the accidental ex- 
plosion of one of thes^, during our assault, in Sept. 
1814, that saved their army in its entrenched camp, 
on Snake Hill, adjoining the fort.f ^ Snake Hill is 

* 'the first cause of this elt>ow in tlie course of the riyer, 
was probably the opposition of some part of the clifif od the 
norfliem side of tbe basia, harder than the rest. 

. t General Brown has admitted the c^zplosion to have been 
accidental : it took place after our troops bad pot session of the 
bastion,/ most probably by a wad*8 eoteriog the powder maga- 
^06 beneath iU 
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a 'sand-hillock) on . the edge of the lake, and proves 
how easy it is, to be a hill in a flat country. The 
basin of Lake Erie is limestone, most inhospitable to 
eels. * It abounds in brganick remains, corals, reeds, 
shells, &c., differing in this respect, from Hbe rock 
round Niagara, in which the impression of a shell 
is rarely to be discovered. 

Crossing the Niagara to Black Rock, by a ferry 
three-fourths of a mile over, I again entered the ter- 
ritory of the United States. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



BLJICK ROCK TO PHILADELPHIA. 
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5, Wind Gap 


16 1-2 


Nasareth 





6, Bethlehem 


10 


7, Seller's tan 


20 


8, Philadelphia 
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Buffalo was ambng t^e frontier villages burnt dur- 
ing the war ; not a house was left standing. It is now 
not merely a Nourishing village, but a considerable 
town, with shops and hotels, which might any where 
be called handsome, a^ in this part of the countryi 
astonishing. Its situation is highly advantageouSi 
forming the extremity of the new line of settled 
country already described, and communicating by 
the Lakes with the Western States of ^he Unioni and 
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the two Caaadas. Tfae American side of Lake 
Erie is also settling fast, and Erie is already a thriv- 
ing town. The celerity with which Bufialo has risen 
from its ashes, indicates the juvenile spirit of life and 
inprease, that so eminently distinguishes the Ameri* 
can population from the exhausted tribes of our he- 
misphere, which seem, jn many countries, scarcely 
to preserve vitiality 'sufficient to bear up against the . 
evils of inequality and bad governmment. '< The 
holt (>reath of war" is scarcely felt here, or, like 
their own forest conflagrations, is succeeded by a 
livelier verdure, and richer produce. 

I found the country as I went on, thickly settled,^ 
but dull, and uniform in feature, being an entire flat. 
The autumn bad been dry, and water was so scares 
in many places, that my horse was sometimes very 
grudgingly served with what bad been fetched seve- 
ral miles. This is an evil not uncommon in newly 
settled districts : draining follows clearing ; the creeks* 
no longer fed by the swamps, disencumbered also of 
fallen tpunks of trees, and other substances by which 
(heir .waters were in a great degree stayed, easily 
run dry in summer, apd soon fail altogether. 

The principal inn at Batavia is large, and yet upon 
an economical principle, for one roof covers hotel, 
prison, court-bouse, and assembly room. I observed 
several prisoners at the bars of a lower room^ and in* 
quired of an old German about the house, wbat might 
generally be their offences. " They had been moat 
of them .speculating too, much." It seeoied bard 
thus to punish men for the ingenious use of their wita, 
fi0 I , beggi^d 9l further explanation : they had been 
forging b^b-notes... This delicate definition remind* 
^ OK? of a farmer at Watertown, with w^om.we fell 
iip<^ the subjects ^f English ^deserters. 5^ We don't 
WWt tlieni here," is^id be; ^<th^y art top familiar 

. * It. wajB a **4r«ai7 wilderness" when Mr. Moore trayelle^ 
fl^rou^h jt. 
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by half/' NoW, though I could readily believe of 
these my country rneri, that bashfulno^s had no part 
in them, it seemed an odd ground of complaint for a 
Yankey; so I repeated something wonderingly, " too 
familiar !" ** Aye,*' rejoined he, " they steal everjr 
thing they can lay their hands upon." There is an 
Episcopal Church building here by subscription ; 
the cost of which is to be 20,000 dollars. My host 
oflfered me a "Stirrup Cup," at parting, a civilitj- 
n6t unusu>il in the untravelled parts, both of the 
States, and Canada. , 

Allan's Creek, betwixt Qatavia and Caledonia, 
seems, from the banks still remaining, at some distance 
from its present channel, to have been once a consi^ 
derable river^ as was its neighbour, the stream of Ca- 
ledonia, by the same token. 

Caledonia is a small, but flourishing village, and 
has a handsome inn, with very comfortable accommo- 
dations : close to the road is a sheet of water, cover- 
ing seven or eight acres, called the Great Spring, 
from which a clear and rapid stream descends, through 
a pleasing valley, info Allan's Creek, before the fat- 
ter unites with the Oenesee River. Its banks are 
adorned with natural groves and copses, in which I 
observed the candleberry myrtle in great abundance ; 
but a more interesting sight is the quantity of orga- 
nick remains, with which the blocks of limestone, 
scattered through the low ground round it, are en- 
crusted, as if with rude sculpture : they are mixed 
with nodules of gratiite, and present innumerable 
forms both of shells and aquatick plants : the shells 
were frequently attached to stones, and imbedded in 
sand, evincing their comparatively late deposition. 
This district has been settled fifteen years ; cleared 
land is worth 50 dollars per acre ; uncleared about 
15 dollars. Farmers reckon upon a return in crops 
of about twenty-five for one. 

I halted a day at Caledonia to rest my horse, and 
shoot partridges, and the next morning went on te 
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AvoD) on the right bank of the Genesee, to break* 
fast : here let me record the fame of the little red* 
bricked tavern, on the right hand side, near the en- 
trance of the village (4 forget the sign.) In fifteen 
minutes after my arrival I sat down to a breakfast 
which a Parisian gourmand might have envied me. — 
By the bje, the Americans excel in breakfasts, 
though their dinpers are naught. — At Avon 1 quitted 
the main road, and following the right bank of the 
Genesee, began, soon after crpssing the stream of 
Lake Comesus, to fall in with the spurs of the Alle-^ 
gany Ridges. The scenery here improves, and the 
roads propor.tionably deteriorate : wild even to savage- 
ness, mountain heights branch thickly across the 
country, with no seeming order or direction, like so 
many gigantick mole-hills. The only level ground is 
the narrow alluvion of the streams, which the road is, 
sis often as possible, taught to follow ; when it cannot 
do so, it affords a very practical illustration of the ups 
and downs of life ; yet is this travelling preferable, 
perhaps in both instances, to the uniformity which 
causes no fatigue, and excites no emotion. If the 
height be toilsome, the prospect is pleasant of the 
deep glens, and shades beneath, and of the blue hills 
smiling in distant sunshine. The valley is often en- 
cumbered with rock», and its road deep and plashy ; 
but the white broken torrent rushes agreeably through 
jt : its verdure is deep and various, or its cultivation 
cheerful. The Genesee River seems to bound the 
limestone region in this direction. The Allegany 
Ridges, less rugged and precipitious than granite 
mountains, are bolder and more irregular than the 
iimiestone heights, which have a nearer resemblance 
to long terraces of masonry. M. Volney considers 
the Freestone Mountains, called the Katskill, which 
fall upon tlie Hudson below Albany, as bounding the 
granitick region towards the East, and constituting 
the basis of the whole mountain country from thence 
to the Apaiachian Ridges, and Georgia, fixing the 
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sources of the Susquehanna, and the Genesee Coun- 
try as the points of contact betwixt it and the Lime- 
Btone Country. M. Guillemard' observes (M. Vo!- 
Bey, t. i. p. 57.) ' ' 

^*Le sol de toute la haute Soskoul^na est m^l^ de 
schistes, de pierres de geiss, de schorl, de feld-spath, coupd 
d^une foule de silloos peu ^lev^es, qUi montent par gradins 
jusqu'a L'Alfegueny ; la domiue le gr^s." 

The woods round the Genesee abound in large 
bkck squirreh, some of which are as big as a small 
^cat ; they are destructive to grain, and ar% therefore 
keenly pursued by sportsmen, who frequently make 
parties, and celebrate the destruction of several 
thousands at one chase : their flesh is considered a de- 
Ifcacy : they migrate at different seasons, and have 
the credit of ingeniously ferrying themselves over 
rivers, by using a piece of bark for a raft, and their 
tails for sails. Oiaus Wormius tells us the same story 
of th^ Norwegian squirrels,^ and Linnaeus authorizes 
the belief, so I suppose it to be an indigenous talent, 
though it would not cost much to a builder of hypo- 
theses to infer from thence the derivation of Ameri- 
can squirrels from an European stock. 

The ro^d from Danville crosses a creek, winds, 
for three miles up a mountain steep, heavily timber- 
ed, and continues through swampy forests to Canis- 
teo. Close . to the little village of Arkport the 
Tyoga branch of the Susquehanna rises, in a mea- 
dow by the road side. Arkport is named from the 
low flat boats called arks, which are built there, and 
used on the Tyoga, and Susquehanna, whose bead- 
waters have depth for no other craft, and for (his, 
during the rainy season only. It may be supposed 
that so rugged a country is very thinly settled : vil- 
lages are separated by a distance of fifteen or Iwenty 
miles, with few intermediate cottages. Betwixt Ca- 

* '^ Tranatat h»c bestiola per amnes ex^uo ligno caudam 
habeas pro velo expaasam :*' nor can it be otherwise ; *' Son 
enim ei natnra alicessum coait nataodi modum." — Izriii. 14. 
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tiisteo and Bath fhere are not more than a dozen, 
though improvements are going on; The principal 
settlements are to be found on the narrow alluvions 
of the creeks and rivers ; but even there the soil is 
of an inferiour quality. The roads are bsid enough^ 
but I was surprised to see them deep and miry, 
having experienced but one wet day during the ati* 
tumn. I found, however, that this calculation would 
not apply to the mountains, or to the country east of 
tbem, where there had been heavy falls of rain : a 
circumstance easily accounted for by considering 
that the clouds which t^ome impregnated with mois- 
ture from the Atlantick, are frequently arrested by 
the mountains, and disgorged,, without crossing into 
the Western country. 

Bath is built on the alluvion of the Conhocto 
Creek, and embosomed in wild mountains : the prifh- 
cipat houses are placed round the three sides of a 
square, or green, and being most of them new, wbitie, 
and tastefully finished, have a lively appearance, 
agreeably contrasted with the dark naountain scene- 
ry which opens on the fourth side. It was court 
day when 1 arrived, and as the court was held at 
the tavern to which I had been recommended, I 
found it in a bustle, but I was not the less comforta- 
^bly accommodated in a well-furnished carpeted par-* 
lour, in which dinner was neatly and expeditiously 
iserved. 

Among the persons at the court-nrieetin|; was tlie 
Militia General, M'Clure, who brought on his c^ub- 
trymen the destruction of their frontier, by his 
lii^anton burning of Newark. He keeps a store in 
Bath, and succeeded to the command which he dis^^ 
graced, either by accident, or through the want of a 
fitter man. He had lately been cast in 1400 dollars 
damages at Canandaigua, in an action brought by an« 
inhabitant of Newark, for the destruction of hi«» pro- 
perty. It would be judging the Americans unfairly 
to suppose they had regarded his conduct with in- 

2G 
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diSerence : for some time after it, he scarcely dared 
to show himself in his own neighbourhood; and 
being on one occasion recognized at a publick auc- 
tion*mart in Philadelphia, he was hooted out of the 
room. 

Manj affect to consider the American governmeat 
as confederate with its officer in the burning of 
Newark. It must be observed, first of all, that Mr. 
M'Clure's conduct was disavowed ; and secondlj, 
that his instructions have been produced, directing 
him to ** destroy the village, in case it should be ne* 
ce^8ar7 for the defence of the fort.'* Every one 
acquainted with the rules of war, or even with the 
rules of common sense, knows such instructions to 
be perfectly correct ; yet lhe~ calumny has slill held 
its ground; as if the American . government, how- 
ever willing in principle, had really any interest to 
commence a system of desolation, which could not 
but be, as it was, heavily retaliated upon inhabitants, 
as innocent and defenceless as those of Newark. 
*^ But jealous minds will not be answered thus." A 
lurking hostility to republicanism has been too fre- 
quently suffered to colour our views of the conduct 
of America. Had I believed many Englishmen in 
Canada, 1 should have believed there were neither 
honour, faith, nor honesty in the United States ; and^ 
that the whole of their .military conduct was as odious 
for its cruelty, as ridiculous for its blunders ; yet as 
far as I could sift out the truth, even on our side of 
the Boundary Line, there was, as in all wars, some*- 
thing to be praised, and much to be blamed on the 
part of both. Each nation may charge the other 
with many acts of devastation, and perhaps some 
' unnecessary bloodshed ; but each could also call to 
mind, amid many deeds of gallantry, traits of high 
feeling, and generous humanity. Should the reverse 
'aide of the picture be alone retained in sight ? — 
Perish^ the records of glory, and warlike achieve- 
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mentf if thej serve but to perpetuate national animo* 
sities, and whet the sword for a future contesl ! 

There is a road from Bath by the shores of the 
Crooked Lake to Jerusalem) the village of the Elect 
]jady, Jemima Wilkinson, and her sect of Friends. 
A story is current in this part of the country, that 
having signified her intention of proving the truth of 
her mission, by walking on the waters, and assembled 
her followers to witness* the miracle, she asked them 
whether they truly believed in her ability to per- 
form it, to which they unanimously replied, '^ they 
did ;'* " Then," said she " the peHbrmance of it is 
VBnecessary;" and so, as may be believed, they 
went their ways Without it^ 

The road from .Bath to Painted Post, follows the 
aUuvion of the Conhocfo branch of the Tyoga, and 
though stony is tolerably level ; it crosses the Creek 
twice in the last six miles. The mountains have a 
slaty appearance, with horizontal strata. I was dis- 
appointed at Painted Post to find the post gone; 
broken down, on rotted, within these few years. It 
was, as may be supposed, an Indian memorial, either 
of triumph^ or death, or of both. A post is not 
much, but, in. this instance it was a record of the 
past, a memorial of, (may I be pardoned the expres- 
sion,) the heroick ages of America !^ 

When I was at Ancaster I was shown the grave 
of an Indian, among the woods near the head of the 
stream : It was covered with boards, and a pole • 
erected at each end, on which a kind of dance was 
rudely painted with vermillion. The relatives of 
the deceased brought offerings to it daily during 
their stay in the neighbourhood ; a vitality of sorrow 
truly savage. 

* M, Volney, without m^anitig to speak their praise, dis- 
covers a wonderful resemblance betwixt the Indians, and 
the heroes of Bomer and Sophocles. Vid. *' EclaircissemcQS 
sor les Sauvages," t. 11. p. 502, 
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New Town, or Elmira, (I put down both the 
names, for I weirt six miles about, from not know* 
ing it hud ibe bapfiiness to have two,) is pleasantly 
situated on the edge of the Tjoga : its appearance, 
however, i^ f^r Irorn gaj, for few of the houses are 
painted, and wooden buildings, without this precau- 
tion, soon acquire a dingy decayed appearance. 
TRiii New Town has better claims than mere good 
looks, to my grateful remembrance. Owing to some 
accidental delaj!i, in the course of my journej, I 
found by tbe time of my arrival here, that I had 
not cash aufficienl to carry me to Philadelphia, nor 
even much farther than New Town: I had bills on 
Pbiladelphla^ and applied to a respectable store-( 
keeper, that i:^, triidesman, of the village, to cash me 
one ; the amount, however, was beyond any remit- 
tance he had occasion to make, but he. immediately 
offered me whatever sum I might require for mjr 
journey, with no better security than my word, for 
its repayment at Philadelphia ; he even insisted on 
my taking more than I mentioned as sufficient. I 
do not believe this tfait of liberality woiild surprise 
an American, for no one in the States, to whom I 
mentioned it, seeiped to consider it as more than 
any stranger of respectable appearance might have 
looked for, in similai* circumstances ; but it might 
well surprise an English traveller, who had been 
told, as I had, that the Americans never failed to 
c^heat and insult every Epglishman who travelled 
through their country, especially if they knew bin 
to be an officer: this latter particular they never 
failed to inform themselves of, for they are by no 
means bashful in inquiries ; but if the discovery ope* 
rated in any ' way upon their behaviour, it was 
rather to my advantage, nor tlid I meet with a 
single instance of incivility betwixt Canada and 
Charleston, except at the Shenandoah Point, from 
a drunken English deserter. — My testimony, in this 
particular, will certainly not invalidate the complaints 
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of manj other travellers, who, I doubt not, have fre- 
quentlj eocouotered rude treatment, and quite as 
frequently deserved it ; but it will at least prove the 
possibility of traversing the United States without 
iosull or interruption, and even of being occasionally 
surprised by liberality and kindness. 

The village of Tyoga Point is placed, as its name 
denotes, at the confluence of the Tyoga and eastern 
branch of the Susquehanna, which comes down from 
the Katskill mountains. From the heights round the 
village, the eye commands majestick views of these 
two rivers, descending in opposite directions be- 
twixt their mountain shores, and pursuing their united 
course through a similar tract of wild and pictur- 
esque country. These hills and foresls abound in 
deer, nor are wolves and bears uncommon. The 
vJlli^e itself is singularly neat, containing several 
bouses finished with elegance, and is altogether what 
the naind and eye desire in a country village : the 
tavern answers to the rest, being clean, cheap, and 
kept by , a very civil landlady. I halted here a day, 
to kill pheasants, and climb the mountains on the 
right bank of the Tyoga, in search of prospects, and 
ferrying over the Susquehanna, the next morning 
continued my route alohg its left bank, through a 
deaert of rocks and forest, to Le Fevre's inn, being 
a log-hut, so denominated. — And how came Le 
Fevre in it ? 

During the disturbed period of the French revo- 
lution, a number of emigrants, several of them mei\ 
of rank and property, purchased a tract of land on 
the Scioto, for the purpose of founding a <' City of 
Refuge." In this purchase they were misled, either 
by their own want of information, or by the knavery 
of their agents ; and finding a setllement on the 
Scioto impracticable, they removed to Chemingo, 
on the Tyoga. — Here again they were not more 
fortunate ; the scanty alluvion round the foot of 
titese rocky mountains, is little likely to repay hardi- 
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er cultivators ; and for the third time, this wander- 
ing colony transported itself to the right bank of the 
^usqnehanna, betwixt Wjsall and Wyalusing, and 
astonished the inhabitants by building man> -window- 
ed villas, and cutting roads across the raountaiiui to 
hunt deer and forces. They named their village 
French-town, and considering its barren site, it is 
probable they must have shortly revolved on a fourth 
pilgrimage, when change of circumstances enabled 
them to return to France, leaving their airy halls to 
be tenanted by crows, and wondered at by all the 
farmers in the neighbourhood. One family, how- 
ever remained behind, and crossing the river, to 
avoid starvation, set up this litte inn. The name of 
this family is Le Fevre ; not Sterne's Le Fevre ; 
neither withered greatness, nor heart-broken merit, — 
yet one whose present situation seems no less for- 
cibly contrasted with their former habits of life, than 
that of King Joseph himself. The keeper of a 
Caffh Anglaise d Paris, set down among the wild- 
est regions of the Alleghany, removed miles from 
any thing resembling a village ; and, to judge frons 
the rude country round him, almost beyond the ken 
of civilized life : — yet well may he, (or rather his 
wife,) answer, << no matter where, so I be still the 
same, and wliat I should be ;" for so it was : the 
gay courtesy of France was flourishing as cheerily 
on this desolate spot, as in its native atmosphere of 
Versailles. Madame was turned of fifty by her 
look, short, strongly pock«marked, with a snub nose 
flattened to her face ; altogether so little of a beauty/ 
that she passed in the neighbburhood, that is, with- 
in the adjacent twenty miles, for a strong likeness 
to a toothless superannuated Poodle, belonging to 
a tavern on the road ; but her manner was, **tout a 
faiiy a la Parisienne,^^ ' Dinner was in prepara- 
tion, within a few minutes after my arrival, and her 
own history narrated during the process. I %asked 
her if she had no wish to return to her native coon- 
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iry : " Ah no," she replied, " one's cooplrjr ig al- 
ways where one can live :" she was as cooteofed as 
if she had been cradled in the desart. Durk)g din* 
ner, Monsieur caoie in, and having quietfjr made his 
bpw^ was deposited in the chimney corner, whence 
be was again in due time passively transferred to 
bed : it was evident he had acquired little knowledge 
of the " rights of man," since his domestication in a 
republiek : in fact, neither he nor his wife under* 
stood a word of English : but she aespised the Ameri- 
cans for their ignorance of etiquette, and of the legi- 
timate mode'of fricaseeing a chicken. The mother's 
prejudices, however, did not seem to have extended 
to her family, which consisted of two daughters, one 
of whom had married an American farmer, on the 
opposite side of the river ; whilst the other, an inter- 
esting sprightly lass of. seventeen, filled the offices 
of interpreter, chambermaid, and waiter, to the hoteh; 
milked the cows, and looked after the pigs and poul- 
try. In all this, she was the soul of gayety ; plea- 
sure seemed to gush from the fountain of her natu- 
ral spirit, and she was evidently best satisfied with 
herself, when she saw others satisfied; a striking 
contrast to American girls in the same sphere of 
life. By these the traveller is received ^witb cloudy 
Bulkiness, or at least with phlegmatick indifierence ; 
their attendance is as mechanically cold as must 
liave been that of the domestick statues of Vulcan's 
household : one would say water circulated in their 
Teias instead of blood. True it is, this frost of the 
spiritis checks the plant seemingly indigenous in the 
female bosom, — vanity ; but woman's vanity is the 
pwent of so much that is loveliest in her, that it is 
ill exchangei^ for the unaffected rusticity of vulgar 
life. Do you inquire of tfiese damsels for refresh- 
ment, the odds are, that you are answered by a kind 
of monosyllabick grunt, or some such delicate phrase 
as " Mother, the man wants to eat ;" — and the eter- 
nal process of frying beefstakes commences. This 
unengaging manner seems the characteristic k of the 
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lower clttses of Americtn femides. The married 
womeDiare, I think, a shade sulkier than the single, 
bat the diiFerence is very trifling. The bkb, at- 
though litfb chargeable with an excess of gajetj,^ 
hai^e more vivacitj of manner than the women *^ and 
as there are few of them who are not well-informed^ 
(at least on local subjects,) they hare lUtogether 
more advantage over their fair moiietis, in the mere 
agr^mens of society, than men usually possess. 

The banks of the Susquehanna have no great va* 
riety of scenery, though they frequently present 
grand features. .The space betwixt the mouotaini 
and the river, is often so narrow, that it barely suffi* 
oes for one carriage, and in many places the road, 
for a mile or two, seems to have been hewn from the. 
rock : should two carriages meet to one of these pas* 
ses, it is difficult to imagine by what contrivance 
they could be extricated ; the population of this traet 
of country is, however, so scanty, that a dilemma of 
this kind would be a phenomenon in travelling. Oe* 
casionally round the creeks, there is some tolerable 
land, and two or three pleasant villages ; among 
which, Wyalusing may, perhaps, image out what 
Wyoming was ; but it cannot be said that the deer 
" unhunted seeks his woods and wilderness again ;" 
— for I heard a cry of hounds as I stopped to 
breakfast, and the game was swimming the river. 
The face of the landscape is no where bare : moun* 
tain and vale are alike cloathed with pine, and dwarf 
or scrub oak ; the swamp lands are covered with 
hemlock, and the bottoms of the woods with the 
rhododendron. I was informed that land in this 
part of the country, though naturally very poor, had 
been so much improved of late by the *use of gyp* 
sum, that its value was raised from five to fifteen 
dollars per acre. 

Wilkesbarre is a neat town, regularly laid out on 
the left bank of the Susquehanna. Its locality is 
determined by the direction of one of the Allegany 
ridges, which recedes from the course of the river 
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' ft few miles above the town, and curving S. W., 
encloses a semicircular plot of land, towards the 
centre of wbich it is built. Its neighbourhood 
abounds in coal."^ The pits are about a mile N; E. 
of the town. They lie under strata of a soft clay- 
slate, containing impressions of ferns, oak leaves, and 
other vegetables usually found in such situations. 
The coal has a bright, polished appearance ; its 
strata are slightly angular ; they contain iron, pyrites, 
and salt-petre, and are traversed by veins of char- 
cpaU The theory of the formation of coal, from de- 
cayed timber, is strengthened by a view of the site 
of these pits. The river A having descended S. 
E. suddenly changes its direction just above the 
town, and runs S. W. as if forced to this deviation, 
by the mountain B. Now, as all the land round the 
town, including these pits, is an alluvion, raised but 
B few feet above the present bed of the river, it is 
natural to suppose that its ancient current must have 
deposited the timber, and other substances it brought 
with it, in the angle formed by the course of the 
ridge B, i. e. in the neighbourhood of the coal 
pits C. 




"" Of the kind called glance coal. 
21 
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The town iself has a quiet, rural aspect, from the 
frequent separation of its streets and houses, by grass 
fields and gardens. It contains a neat church, allot- 
ted to the alternate use of Episcopalians and Presby- 
terians. The Town Hall was occupied on the Sun- 
day of my visit by the Methodists, to whom a shoe- 
maker was expounning the doctrine of life, with 
great strength of, lungs, and an energy which frequent- 
ly persuades by seeming persuaded. 

Wilkesbarre is classick ground to an English- 
man : it is built on the site of Wyoming : a small 
mound is pointed out near the river, on which stood 
the Fort ; and the incursion of the Indians, when 
most of the inhabitants fell in an unsuccessful battle, 
is still remembered. Some few escaped by swim- 
ming the river, and fled naked through the woods for 
several days, till they reached the nearest settle- 
ment ;— and this is all the record of Albert and Ger- 
trude. The lover of poetry, who would half realize 
the fictions of the muse, on the spot which she has glo- 
rified with the creations of her fancy, cannot help 
regrettiug that the bard should have helped, in some 
degree, to destroy the illusion, by introducing in his 
descriptions features of scenery as foreign to Penn- 
sylvania, as the sweetly-meditative Gertrude herself, 
who, had she been as solid a reality as any buxom 
lass of Wilkesbarre, must have been content to lack 
the bright plumage of the " Flamingo,*' the " palm 
trees' shade," the "aloes," and even the roaring 
waterfall^ for. the falls near Wilkesbarre are ledges of 
rock, merely sufficient to break the current. — Tet 
Wyoming shall outlive the name and splendour of 
many a bloated, burgess-fattening city, "and still 
look green in song." 

Sweet Wyoming, though none be left. to tell 
The beauty of thy days to future men. 

How blest when peaceful Albert rul'd thy glen, 
And Gertrude was thy flow'r, yet shall thou dwell, 
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And bloom throogh ages, for with charm and spell 
Wreaths of immortal brightness have been flung, 
Gilding thy ruin — and a gifted shell 

Thy tale of desolation hath outrung 
With melodies, on which the soul reposes. 
Like eastern bnlhuls o'er Cashmerian roses; — 
And bright eyes have wept o'er thee, and shall weep, 
Till nature has grown ruthless in all hearts, 
And piiy, angel-plumM, to heaven departs : 
For thou in freedom's burning field didst reap 
A deadly harvest, therefore shall thy sleep 
Be hallow'd, and thy name, a star o'er glory's steep. 

At Wilkesbarre the road quits the Stisquehanna, 
and ascending the ridge 1 have mentioned, (marked in 
the maps as mount Ararat,) crosses several beads 
of the Lehigh, tbi'ougb heavy forests, and hemlock 
swamps, very sparingly interspersed* with settlements* 
There is a neat inn, kept by an Englishman of the 
name of Wrag, about seventeen miles from Wilkes- 
barre ; I stopped there to dine, and could have wish- 
ed that the stage had been long enough for a day's 
journey, for I was much pleased with the looks of 
Mr. Wrag's house, and more with those of his 
daughter, on whose cheek '< the rose of England 
bloomed" luxuriantly, and more sweetly in my eye, 
for being a rose of my own country. My regret was 
not diminished when I reached by moonlight the end of 
my day's Iravel, on the summit of the Pokono Moun- 
tain, whose gradual declivities are bare of timber, 
more like an English heath than an American moun- 
tain. The wretched auberge was undergoing a refit, 
wbicb left but one dirty little tap.room to sit in, and 
a half-finished chamber, through which the night 
breezes sang cheerily : the fare was bad in proportion, 
and the landlady's temper in unison with the whole ; 
though an old croney of the bouse whispered me in 
the morning, that it was beyond comparison the best 
tavern on the road. 
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The Pokono Mountain is famous among the sports- 
men and epicures of ' Pbiladelphia for its grouse : 
like all the Alleghany ri(}ge9, it is steepest on the 
eastern side. I passed the Blue Ridge at the stu- 
pendous 6s8ure of the Wind Gap,* where the moun- 
tain seems forcibly broken through, a^d is strewed 
with the ruin of rocks. There is a siibilar aperture 
some miles N. E. called the Water Gap ; which af- 
fords a passage to the Delaware. All the principsd 
rivers of the States, which rise in the Alleghanies, 
pass through similar apertures, a peculiarity I had 
afterwards an opportunity of observing in the passage 
of the Potomac. Betwixt the Blue Ridge and the 
Lehigh the road traverses the Limestone Valley, de- 
fcribed by Volney, t. i, p. 6R., but which he seems 
erroneously to circumscribe by the Blue Ridge, and 
the North Mountain, whereas it lies betwixt the 
Blue Ridge and the Lehigh Ridge, as he himself in- 
dicates by the names of Easton, Bethlehem, and -Naza- 
reth, within its limit. The two latter are Moravian 
settlements : there js a third about a mile and a half 
from Nazareth, whichj though small, exceeds both 
the others, in my opinion, in the calm and pensive 
beauty of its appearance. The houses, like all with- 
in its valley, are built of limestone : they are all 
upon a similar plan, and have their wifidow-frames, 
doors, &c. painted of a fawn-colour : before each 
are planted weeping willows, whose luxuriant shade 
seems to shut out worldly glare, and throws an air of 
monastick repose over the irfaole vUlage. 

Mr. Morse, in his description of Pennsylvania, has 
given a detailed account of the Moravian settlements; 
and the inimitable pen of Mad.'de Stael has reveaK* 
ed^ and perhaps adorned, the spirit of their institu- 
tions. (De L'AHemagne, t. iii.p. iv. c. 3. D;u cuitt 
des Flares Moraves.") I transcribe a single pas*- 
sage, for the faithful picture it presents : 

"* Granularlquartz seems tbe predominating rock at this gap. 
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*^ L^s maisoDS et leg roes sont d'ane propret€ parfalte : 
Les femmes, toates habill^es d^ mSme, cacbeat leiir ehe- 
veux, et ceigoent leur tSte avec un ruban dapt lescouieurs 
iodiquent si elles son! mari^ed, fifles on VeuVes : les hom- 
ines sont v€tu8 de brufi, a peu pres comme les Quakers. 
Uiie indostrie mercantile les occupe presque tous ; mait 
on n'entend pas le moiiidre bruit dans la village. Chacua 
travaille avec regularity et tranquillity ; et Taction interi- 
eute des sentiments religieux appaise toute autre mouve- 
ment." 

I bad not an opportunity of witnessing their church 
service, which is, as she describes, celebrated with 
singing, and a ^and of wind instruments, but I at- 
tended a meeting which the inhabitants of Bethle- 
hem commonly bold every evening, ih an apartment 
adjoining the church, for the joint purposes of 
amusement and devotion. The women were ranged 
at one end of the room, the men at the other: their 
bishop presided ;^but let me not mislead by the 
term; he had not so muth as a wig, wherewith to 
support his Episcopal dignity, but was an old man, 
drest in the plainest manner, with a countenance sin- 
gularly mild and placid : Paul Veronese might have 
chosen him for the '^beloved disciple," only a little ad« 
vanced in years — be gave out the psalm, and led the 
quire : the singing was alternately in German and En« 
glish, and I have still the good Bishop's voice in my 
ear, when he gave out, 

'^ O delightful, past expression, 
" My Redeemer died for me," 

It is an idle question, and yet one likely enough 
to obtrude itself, "what would become of the world 
were all its inhabitants Moravians ?'*~ The breath of 
the ps^ssions would have ceased to stir the ocean of ^ 
life : sirts of general utility would proceed without 
the check of many of our habits : disease would gra- 
dually yield to scientifick improvements, and the 
temperate enjoyment of plenty : also, as moral and 
prudential restraints would have their full effect, the , 
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increase of population would be constantly kept 
within jhe limits of subsistence. A period will 
therefore have arrived, when late marriages must be 
universal : the most active portion of man's life 
must in consequence be spent in leisure. — By what 
objects will his mental energies in tfais'situation be 
excited ? Our hypothesis excludes ambition, glory 
and interest ; necessity excludes love ; the former 
would destroy the principles of a society founded 
on equality and peace ; the early indulgence of the 
latter, would poison them with want. Shall the 
energies of mind be stifled, to prevent their abuse? 
they will be replaced by physical instincts, and 
brutal force. There is one object of speculation 
left in unison with Moravian principles, — religion: 
but in a community in which all men occupied their 
thoughts on one subject, would they all think alikd on 
it ? or could their differences of opinioa coalesce with 
the general tranquillity ? History is not silent on 
this point : that of the Greek empire informs us 
what would be Ihe destiny of a nation of theologians : 
So that if a succession of miracles were to establish 
Moravianism, by destroying all principles of our na- 
ture hostile to its foundation, it would require ano- 
ther succession of miracles to preserve it from sui- 
cide. 

The Lehigh mountain is the last of the Alleghany 
ridges*; the country is thenceforth level, fertile, and 
/hickly inhabited by steady Germans, in broad hats, 
and purple breeches, whose houses and villages have 
the antique fashion of a Flemish landscape. Ger- 
man is so generally spoken, that the newspapers, and 
publick notices, are all in that language. The roada 
are of a deep miry clay, through which the country 
waggons, with their long fat teams, plod on seeming- 
ly at their ease, but it fared very differently wjth my 
light. vehicle. The approach to Philadelphia is an- 
nounced by a good turnpike road. German-Town is 
a large suburb to the city, and the traveller here 
feels himself within the precincts of a populous and 
long established capital. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



PHILADELPHIA. 
\ l.-AR,CHITECTURE AND PUBLICK BUILDINGS. 

Philadelphia is as much complained of for its ar- 
/chitectural regularity, as most olher cities are for the 
reverse. Large towns have commonlj grown up from 
casual and insignificant beginnings, but in plailning the 
capital of a state,- it would have been as singular an 
absurdity to have made the streets crooked, ^s' to 
have built the houses upon models of the 13th cen- 
tury : it is diflScult to say, why rectilinear uniformity 
should be more insupportable than curvilinear. All 
the streets of Philadelphia are spacious ; the names of 
many of them, as Sassafras, Chesnuf, Locust, &c. re- 
cord their sylvap origin ; and the rows of Lombardy 
poplars, with which they are shaded, seem a second 
revolution in favour of vegetation. The private 
houses are-characterized by elegant neatness ; the 
steps and window sills of many of them are of grey 
marble, and have large mats placed before the doors. - 
The streets are carefully swept, as well as the foot- 
paths, which are paved with brick. The shops do 
not yield in display to those of London, nor are the 
tradesman less civil and attentive. 

Of the publick buildings, few prefend to great ar- 
chitectural merit ; the churches are neat but plain ; 
that of the Baptists however has some claim to ele- 
gance of design ; it is a rotunda surmounted by a 
dome, which is lighted by a lanthorn, 20 feet in dia- ' 
meter ; there is a projection to the street, in the form 
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of wings, separated by an lonick coloDnade, which 
forms the entrance, and is crowned by two cupolas ; 
the whole is of brick ; the diameter of the rotunda is 
90 feet, the walls are 50 feet from the ground, and 
are surmounted bj three steps before the swell of the 
dome, which rises at an angle of 45o. The buildbg 
is calculated to hold '2,500 persons. 

The Masonick Half is an awkward combiiiation <^ 
lirick aqd marble, in the Gothick style ; that is, plen- 
tifully 'Mricked and frounced" with niches, pinna- 
cles, and battlements, and a spire 80 feet high. One 
would think it were easy ^o catch the spirit of Goth- 
. itk architecture, which seems to be a eombtnation of 
luxuriant dec6ration with imposing grandeur ; no ef* 
fort perfectly succeeds, which separates these quaK* 
ties ; there is, perhaps, besides the meeting together 
of the awful and the graceful, an association of other 
feelings, connected with their union ; it supposes a 
great exertion of power in cost and labour, and ideas 
of power approximate to the sublime. Grandeur of 
desi8;n, however unadorned, and imperfect in the 
means of doing justice to its conceptions, must still 
retain the inspiring prerogative of genius, but to lavish 
Gothick ornaments on a pigmy building, is like over- 
whelming a child with the armour of Guy, earl of 
Warwick. 

The Philadelphia bank is in the same ridiculous 
taste with the Masonick H^ll, bating the absurdity of 
the spire : but the United States and PennsylvaoiiL 
banks are the finest buildings in the city : the first 
h^s a handsome portico, with Corinthian columas of 
white marble, as is the front of the building. The 
Pennsylvania bank is a miniature of the temple of 
Minerva at Athens, and is the purest specimen of 
archttecure in the States : the whole building is of 
marble ; the front extends 51 feet, and the entire depth 
of the building, including the front and back porticos, 
is 125 feet : the shafts of the columns are three feet 
in diaoMter. The simplicity of one portico is some* 
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what injured bj windows, but the whole effect is 
highly pleasing, and Mr. Latrobe deserves the grati- 
tude of the citj for his taste in the selection of a mo- 
del, which cannot but have a favourable effect on the 
style of future edifices. An Athenian from the 
shades could object liftle.to the design of this build- 
ing, nor would he greatly err as to the appropriation 
of what he would naturally deem a temple'; so it is ; 
the deity alone is changed, Mammon for Minerva : 
each passion of our nature has, in its turn, been '^ lord 
of the ascendant ;" and temples, castles, banks, have 
in succession been consecrated by the superstition, 
ambition, and avapice of mankind. 

The State-house is a plain brick building, finished 
in 1735, at the cost of 6000/. The noblest recollec- 
tions of America are attached to it. The Congress 
sat in it during the greater part of the war, and tKe 
Declaration of Independence was read from its steps, 
July 4tb, 1776. The Federal Convention also sat in 
it, in 1787. It is now occupied by the supreme and 
district courts below, and Puale's musaeuv above. 
This musaeum contains a collection of preserved 
birds and animals, minerals, Indian arms and dresses, 
and a long line of ill-favoured portrait>s, by a Mr. 
Rembrandt Pea le ;'^ but the roost interesting object 
is an entire skeleton of the Mammoth, or great Mas- 
todon, discovered by the exertions of Mr. Peale, the 
founder and proprietor of the musaeum, in the State 
of New York, in 1801. His son published an account 
of it in London the same yeat ; I extract the princi- 
pal dimensions : 





Feet. 


inches. 


Height over the shoulders', ^ 


11 





Do. over the hips, 









* By the bye, this nominal union of the illustrious dead with 
the ignoble living, is very bad taste. In George Town, there 
is a perfumer called Romulus Riggs, and we have a Junius Bru- 
tus Booth. 
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Pect. 


liicto. 


Length from the chin to the rump, 


15 





From the point of the tusks to the 






end of the tail, following the 






curve, 


31 





In a straight line, 


17 


6 


Width of the hips and body, 


5 


8 


Length of the longest vertebra. 


2 


3 


Of (be longest rib, 


4 


7 


Of the tusks or borqs, 


10 


7 


Circumference of one tooth, 


1 


6 1^ 


Weight of the same, 4 lb. 10 oz. 






Whole skeleton weighs 1000 lb. 







This enormous animal fabrick is placed at the end 
of one of the apartments, wilb several figures of mea 
near it, probably to mark the contrast of their dimen<- 
sions. The human stature is, indeed, pigmean be* 
side it, but there is another, and still more striking 
point, under which it may be considered. It moved 
and had its being, when all that is of buman institu<- 
tion waa not ; for though the situation and state in 
which the bones were discovered, may lead us to con- 
clude, that the catastrophe by which Us race was 
destroyed, was more recent than those revolutions of 
Nature which have disturbed the frame-work of the 
globfe, it must still have been sufficiently sudden and 
violent to destroy all the living species of the earth. 
The wall-like ridges of the Alleghanies, with the gaps 
or fissures, through which the principal rivers de* 
dc^nd at right angles to them, afford strong support 
to the hypothesis of M. Volney, that these ridges 
once inclosed lakes, which have been drained by the 
escape of the present rivers. This drain might, in- 
deed, have been affected by the gradual wearing 
through of their mountain breaches, as Lake Erie 
may, in the course of ages, be drained by the action 
of the Falls of Niagara; in this case, however, no 
entire species of. animals would have been involved 
in destruction; each would have retired from the 
gradual swelling of the waters in its neighbourhood : 
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on tl^e contrary,' should this revolution have been the 
eifect of some sudden natural convulsion, such a 
shock would have been sufficient to destroy man and 
bis works, supposing the human race to have then 
existed, and to have given that impulsion to the At- 
lanlick, which incrusted in polar ice the Mammoth 
of Siberia. 



§ 2.-^THE FINE ARTS. 

Philadelphia contains an Academy of the Fine 
Arts, founded in 1H05 by voluntary contribution, 
and soon after incorporated by the Legislature. It 
has a handsome building, containing rooms for draw 
ing and publick exhibitions. In the hM of statuary, 
besides numerous casts, are several pleasing pieces 
of Italian sculpture, particularly two Bacchantes* 
The picture-gallery contains several excellent pic- 
tures of the old masters, and a large collection of the 
modern. It is injudicious to place them, side by 
side. American artists seem to think that to paint 
largely is to paint well ; much good colour and can- 
vass are thereby lost. 

It is not surprising that painting should have made 
such feeble progress, not only in America, but in 
Biodern Europe generally ; feeble, with reference to 
the perfection of the art, for of correct and graceful 
painting there is no want ; wealth wilt create so far; 
but the sublime is the production of enthusiasm only^ 
and our social system contains no qualities by which 
an artist's enthusiasm may be either inspired, or re- 
warded. It is true that mdny painters are correct- 
ly said to be enthusiastically fond of their profes- 
sion, as many readers are of poetry, who would not 
therefore make excellent poets : the mind, compelled 
to one occupation, will commonly become disgusted 
or devoted : habit engenders attachment ; this is 
professional enthusiasm. But there is another kind, 
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o£ a more expansive and intellectual character; oc- 
ctipjing ilself, not upon (he profession, but upon the 
subjects of the profession ; and this is even more es- 
sential than the former, in as much as the ablest 
painter can go no further than the perfect delineation 
of his own conceptions ; so that if these be cold or 
inadequate, the performance must suffer in the same 
proportion. Here seems to be the parting point be- 
twixt ancient and modern artists. \V6 have no re- 
mains of Grecian painting, but the analogy of sculp- 
ture will illustrate my remark. The Greek statuary 
might easily persuade* himself that the divine image 
he had cloathed with majesty and beauty, would not 
only be an object of adoration to his fellow citizens, 
but might even become the material dwelling-place 
of the Deity, whose lineaments he had worthily ex- 
pressed : while the heroes, who were indebted to the 
gratitude of their countrymen, for a seat among the 
immortals, must be contented to owe to his chisel the 
form and features of their divinized existence. If 
the ancients deified human nature, their artists and 
poets were the high-priests of the apotheosis. 

The great burst of talent with which painting has 
adorned the Christian world, shewed itself in Italy : 
the Christian mythology supplied the place of the 
gods of Paganism ; saints and martyrs that of Her- 
cules and Theseus ; but the strength of enthusiasm 
"Was the same, and perhaps more nearly similar than 
the Protestant inhabitants of Northern Europe may 
be able'readily to imagine. It is a well known anec- 
dote, that painters frequently partook of the sacra- 
ment before they began an altar-piece : their finest 
paintings were, in fact, religious offerings ; and they 
who patronized and applauded, as well as they who 
painted, had alike kindled the altars of their taste 
witji the fires of religious zeal. The spiritualized 
creed of Protestantism disembodied the whole ^Po- 
pish mythology: credulity was forced into new 
channels, Imd the artist who should attempt to re* 
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animafe the images of a belief no longer fashionable, 
would feel his spirit chilled in the ungenial atmos- 
phere ; and speedilj learn lo exchange Ihe delinea- 
tion of Madonnas, (whose virgin purity some are 
irreverent enough to smile at, and almost all -are con- 
tent coldly to assent to,) for the more lucrative em- 
ployment of flattering living beauty: hence it is 
that our exhibitions blaze with ladies of quality, 
ofQcers of hussars, gentlemen in arm-chairs, and 
other equally 

** Vain attempts to giye a deathless lot 
" To names by Nature bom to be forgot." 

It is true that there is enough of religion at pre- 
sent in America, but it is, for the most part, of that 
sour Calvinistick kind which would damn St. Cecilia 
for a "pianoforte playing strumpet," and put the 
whole celestial hierarchy into snufif-coloured suits, 
and high bibs and tuckers. 

Nor are the publick and^ political events of mo- 
dern times less unpropitious to the .artist's pencil : 
the Athenian, or Roman painters addfest their per- 
formances to the whole civilized world, for what 
was there of civilization which had not bowed to the 
arts or arms of these nations ? Their gods were the 
gods of the universe : their publick transactions de- 
cided the fate of all nations, not barbarians. The 
modern painter must expect that the event which 
he selects as interesting to his own nation, will be 
regarded at best with indiiTerence, perhaps with 
disgust, by nine-tenths of the rest of mankind. 
There are besi(|e3 very few publick events sus- 
ceptible of picturesque effect: the business of go- 
vernment is no longer transacted in a publick forum, 
before the assembled people, with all the accesso- ^ 
ries of eloquence, passioi), and religion : the artist 
must now grope his way into the ministerial closet, 
thence to extract well-drest heads, from which feel- 
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iog never shook the powder, and transplant to bis 
canvass rows of vacant, or kinglj countenances, 
looking over the partitioning of kingdoms, wi(fa such 
an air as easy grocers cast up their ledgers. All is 
calculation; and bow can calculalion be painted? 
Take two or three subjects from Roman history by 
way of contrast : — I. Horatius Codes singly de- 
fending the bridge of the Janiculum. — His coun« 
try men are at work behind him, breaking down the 
bridge, on the destruction of which hangs the fate 
of the youthCiil republick. Shame to be thus held 
in check by a single warriour, a sense of the impor- 
tance of gaining the pass ere the Romans have com- 
pleted their work, have urged on the Etruscans to 
surround their adversary : his shield is already stuck 
full of their darts, and they are beginning, by- bodily 
strength, to force him from his post : at this in- 
stant, the crash of the broken bridge, and the joyful 
shout of the Romans, for a mo;nent check their attack : 
then Codes esdaims, *' O father Tiber, I entreat 
of thy Deity propitiously to receive these armS| 
and this thy soldier to thy stream." — 2. During 
the Qiege of Rome by the Oauls, Quintus Fabius 
Dorso passes through the midst of their army, in a 
sacrificial habit, bearing the sacred vessels in bis 
bands, to perform the rites of his family on the 
Collis Qiiirinalis, ^* Livii Hist. I. v. c. 46." — Some 
of the Oauls seek to terrify him with menacing 
gestures ; some point him out, with astonishment at 
his audacity ; others regard him with a religious re- 
verence. — 3. The death of Brutus, as described by 
Velleius Paterculus. His left arm is raised, and 
thrown back above his head ; his right hand guides 
the sword's point to his heart : the averted counte- 
nance and hesitating posture of his freedman, con- 
trast, with the resolved and energetick attitude of the 
hero. — Of modern incidents, battles seem to be most 
capable of picturesque effect; yet here the artist 
encounters difficulties of no trifling kind. The cbief 
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interest is attached to the leader, who must conse- 
quently occupy (he centre of the painting; but a 
general officer and his staff are precisely the least 
picturesque, because the most inactive objects in 
the whole army. To represent a great degree of 
perturbation, would be to indicate a want of self- 

Eossession : the painter is therefore reduced to a 
ind of grouping, rendered almost ridiculous by re- 
petition : the general's extended right arm, his white 
horse's corresponding raised leg, an aid-decamp 
with his hat off, on the gallop, have become the ine- 
Titable common places of battle-pieces. Our battles 
are well suited to panoramas, because, though they 
have much uniformity in the detail, they have more 
variety in the tout-ensembley than those of the an- 
cients* 

In addition to these general disadvantages, paint- 
ing in America has some peculiar obstacles to con^ 
tend with* The more equal division of wealth 
leaves a less surplus to be expended in the luxury 
of the arts : the equal division of inheritances places 
almost every man in the necessity of having re- 
course to commerce, or a profession : we consequently 
find neither the idleness which engenders dissipa- 
tion, nor the leisure which creates taste."^ Again^ 
industry has too many safe roads to competence, 
to induce any considerable number of men of talents 
to embarked in a profession, whose honours, like a 
guerdon of chivalry, are rendered dearer to the suc- 
cesbful (ew, by the many sacrificed in the adventure. 
Thus the vevy advantages of America turn against 
the arts ; nor would it, perhaps, be refining too far to 
observe, that the tendency observable in Americans 
towards bgical analysis, the, natural result of their 
education and government, though extremely useful 
in the business of life, is not equally favourable to the 

* I speak nationally ; there are, of course, indiyiduals wbo 
form exceptions to both bri^nches of the corollary. 
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arts ; the excellence of which, to be rightly judged^ 
must he powerfully felt ; whereas, to think correctly 
on all subjects, is to feel strongly on none. In fine, 
America may justly expect a brillant success in what- 
ever relates to the useful sciences, in mechanical in- 
ventions, and all the arts by which her immense terH- 
tory, and active population may be most abvanta- 
geously employed ; but the ideal world is not included 
in her domain ; it has, perhaps in mercy, been assign- 
ed to those nations which have learned to feel, by 
being compelled to suffer. 



§ 3. — SOCIETT. 

" When musick apd the fine arts," (says the Mar- 
quis de Chastellux, and a Frenchman must be allowed 
a voice on such subjects,) " come to prosper in Phila- 
delphia : when society once becomes easy and gay, 
and they learn to accept of pleasure when it presents 
itself, without a formal invitation ; then may foreigners 
enjoy all the advantages peculiar to their manners 
and government, without envying any thing in Eu- 
rope." To which his translator subjoins, by way 
of commentary ; " It is very certain, that any person 
educated in Europe, and accustomed to the luxury 
of mu'sick and the fine arts, and to their enjoyment 
in the two capitals of France and England, must find 
a great. void in these particulars in America." — A 
lapse of thirty-five years has not diminished the truth 
of these observations. Society in Philadelphia, (and 
what nriay be said on this point, with regard to Phila- 
delphia, applies with double force to all other parts 
of America,) is yet in its infancy. By society, I 
mean the art of combining social qualities, so as to 
produce the highest degree of rational enjoyment ; 
this supposes a common stock of ideas, on subjects 
generally interesting, and a manner of giving them 
circulation, by which the self-love of each may be at 
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Qiice roused, and satisfied. Publick amusements, the 
arts, such literary and philosophical topics as require 
taste and sensibility, without supposing a fatiguing 
depth of erudition, a morality rather graceful than 
austere, and a total absence of dogmatism on ail sub- 
jects, constitute many of the materials for such an 
intercourse. In Philadelphia, publick amusements 
are nothing ; the fine arts little com^idered, because 
every man is sufficiently occupied with his own busi- 
ness ; for the same reason, questions of mere specula- 
tion in literature or philosophy would be looked upon 
as a waste of time ; in morality, every thing is pre- 
cise ; in religion, all is dogma. It may seem strange, 
that a people so generally well informed as the Ame- 
ricans, should be so little sensible to literary enjoy- 
ments : not less curious is it, that the freest people 
upon earth should be straight-laced in^ morality, and 
dogmatical ip religion : a moment's consideration will 
solve this seeming inconsistency. The Americans 
read for improvement, and to make a practical appli- 
cation of their knowledge : they collect honey for the 
hive, not to lavish its sweetness in social intercourse ; 
bence the form is less considered than the matter ; 
but it is the form which is principally the subject of 
taste. There is besides, a principle of economy 
running through every department of society in the 
States : it is a saving of time, rather to import books 
than to write them ; hence, there is bo class of authors, 
no literary emulation : criticism loses its interest when 
confined' to the productions of foreigners ; they may 
be read for profit or amusement, but they canpot be 
> discussed, either in their faults or beauties, with the 
feeling inspired by the writings of compatriots, whose 
reputation every member of society feels as connect- 
ed with his own, and their glory as part of his patri- 
mony. Again, piquancy in conversation supposes a 
certain persiflage, a latitude in opinion, which allows 
every thing to be said on every subject, prbvided it 
be said well: this kind of freedom, which appertains 

23 



Digitized by 



Google 



irS FHILADELFHIA. 

perhaps, to a corruption of existing instituttdns, if 
singularly inapplicable to a country, in which all 
moral duties are positive ; and whatever is positive 
ad/nits neither of speculation nor discussion. 

Religious toleration has produced in America zn 
eSect, which though natural, is curipusly the reverse 
of what the advocates for a church, '* by law es- 
tablished," «cotninonIy predict. A monopoly, either 
in trade or religion, goes far to produce stagnation 
and decrement ; ubi tena, ibi nulla. — Zeal cools, 
and faith decays, under the indolent governance of 
chartered pastors, with whom such external coaspti- 
ance, as will assure them on the score of temporals, 
may be expected to form the chief part of their anxie- 
ty. When the monopoly is entirely close, the 
few in whose minds reason continues to assert her 
rights, have no resource, but in such positive infideli- 
ty as will permit those outward compliances, which an 
heretical belief would regard as criminal. A free com* 
petition, on the contrary, not only stimulates the 
zeal of all, because on^? sect has no advantage over 
another, except what it acquires by its own exertions, 
but in the many shades of belief it offers to the pub- 
lic choice, there are few so fastidious as not to find 
some colour suitable to their own complexion ; and 
as every proselyte is a genuine victory, the stray 
sheep from one fold are very quickly caught up and 
penned in another. There are forty-two churches in 
Philadelphia : Roman Catholick, j^piscopalian, Pres- 
byterian, Q^uaker, Free Q^uaker,' Swedish Lutheran^ 
German Lutheran, German Reformed, Associate, 
Associate Reformed, Covenanters, Methodists, Cbris^ 
tiau church, Moravian, Universalist, Independent, 
Unitarian, Jewish. To fall in with none of these, 
would indicate a surprising eccentricity of character, 
not likely to meet with munh indulgence ; and hav- 
ing chosen one, the American would consider, that, 
like a trade, it was seriously to be followed, and no 
longer speculated upon. 
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Politicks are» indeed, a subject of high interest, 
whether in action or speculation, but for this very . 
reason ihey are scarcely a fit topicis for social relaxa- 
tion : tliey are a part of every man's business, and 
are discussed as such : a pleaure too, which exchides> 
the f*j[naie half of society, scarcelv belongs to the 
class of social enjoyments, yet the interest it excites, 
will probably long render the Americans careless of 
the lighter beauties of conversational pleasure. 

I proceed to consider the manner necessary to 
give society its perfect grace. "All the politeness 
of the Americans," observes the Marquis de Chas- 
t^llux, " is mere form, such as drinking health to the 
company, observing ranks, giving up the right hand, 
&c. but they do nothing of this, but what has been 
taught there; not a particle of it is the result of sen- 
timent : in a word, politeness here, is like religion 
in Italy, every thing in practice, but without any 
principle." I h^ve myself seen a lad handing 1 19^0 
young women out of»a pot-house into the stage wag- 
gon, with all the gravity of a Master of the Ceremo- 
nies at Bath : in fact, this varnish is used to cover 
manners very frequently vulgar* and very rarely 
elegant. Manners to be vulgar must be' afiected ; 
fhe nieaoest Indian is a gentleman, because he is 
composed and natural; add a desire to please, and ' 
ydu have all that society requires. A Frenchman is 
aa anxious to please as he appears, because his^. 
vanity is gratified by* succesa; his pplitenesB is 
the natural expression of this anxiety, and plea- 
ses, as something natural. The American, on 
tke contrary^ silent and reflecting, occupies hira- 
s^f vepy little with the effect of what he says; 
^* Briller dans la SocieU,'^ is to him an unpiean- 
ing phrase ; his potilene^^ is, therefore, no re- 
flexion of his feelings, but an artificial form he has 
borrowed, to hide a vacuum : — and what should have 
ipduced a seni^ible people to borrow a trapping so ; 
uiisuited to (heir characlcr f The vanity probably, 
to rival the nations of Europe, in manners, as well 
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aK in arts and power : the French led the ton in 
fashions ; and accident gave French fashions a dou- 
ble advantage in America : but they made the mis- 
take of the nobleman, who purchased Punch, and 
then wondered he exhibited none of the feats which 
had delighted him, while in possession of the show- 
man : — but I mistake ; they have no such astonish- 
ment; they believe, he actually does exhibit them 
all. 

I have proceeded too far in the discussion of man- 
ners without introducing the ladies, who have so 
great a share in forming them. Their cheeks may 
redden, perhaps, at my hard sayings, but I offer to 
replace their wreaths of tinsel, with chaplets of pearls. 
Women bear a high rate in the American market, 
because they are scarce in proportion to the demand, 
in a country, where all men marry, and marry young ; 
consequently they are not called upon, to make great 
exertions to captivate ; they can do without striking 
accomplishments, and, to recur to a trading maxim, 
which they will very well understand, there will sel- 
dom be more of a commodity raised for market, than - 
the consumption calfe for. Female accomplishments 
are consequently in the same predicament with male 
politeness ; they are cultivated upon a principle of 
vanity, to imitate the ladies of Europe; but they 
seldom enrich the understanding, or give elegance 
to the manners : — like the men, the ladies fall into 
the mistake of confounding fashions with manners, 
and think they import Parisian graces with Parisian 
bonnets : nay,. this is little, they have improved the 
commodity : " The American ladies," as 1 have heard 
an American lady modestly observe, " unite French 
grace with English modesty." Happy combination, 
did it not neutralize the whole compound ! Let us 
view them in their perihelion, at a ball or assembly. 
Chairs are arranged in a close semi-circle ; the ladies 
file into the room, and silently take their seats beside 
eech other; the men occupying the chord of the segment. 
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via-a-vis to their fair foes, (for such their cautious 
distance and rare coannunication would indicate tbem 
to be : ) the oieh in this situation discuss trade and 
politicks ; the ladies, fashions and domestick incidents, 
with all the quiet and gravity becoming the solemni- 
ty of the meeting : tea and coffee are handed about, 
and in due. process of time, cakes and lemonade^ 
&c. : should there be no dancing, the forces draw 
off, after having: for several hours thus reconnoitred 
each other. When thej dance, the inen step for- 
ward, and, more by gesture than word, indicate their 
wishes to their fair partners : Cotillions ' then com- 
mence, with a gravity and perseverance almost pitia« 
ble, '^ Dancing/' says the Marquis de Chastellux, 
is said to be at once the emblem of gayety and of 
love : here it seems to be the ^^ emblem of legislation . 
and marriage." The animation displayed by the 
feet never finds its way into the countenance, to light 
Dp the eye, or deepen the rose on the cheek, 

Which hanj^K in chill and lifeless lustre there, 
Like a red oak-leaf in the wintry air ; 
While the blue eye above it coldly beams. 
Like moonlight radiance upon frozen streams. 

One conceives, on these occasions, how dancing 
may become, as it is among the Shakers, a religious 
ceremony. M. Yolney is inclined to deduce from 
the sour Presb'yteriaiiism of the first setflers in New 
England, " Le Ion cir^monieuxy Vair grave el silen- 
cieiex, et tonle ViUquetle guindie qui regnt encore 
dan8 la eocUU desfemmes des Elals Unis.^^ Not- 
withstanding the multiplicity of sects in America, 
they all take thejr tone from thfe austerest, that ihey 
may lose none of the advantages resulting from the 
appearance of superiour sanctity : in this way, peo- 
ple of all creeds are screwed up to the pitch of Cal- 
vinistick stiffness: gallantry itself assumes a solemn 
and serious air: the God of Love has laid aside his 
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torch and purple wings, and steps a mercbanVs clerk, 
well versed in the mysteries both of grace and gain. 
Society, under these circumstances, becomes instead 
of the Feast, the Fast of Self-love. With scarcely 
any communication of sentiment betwixt the sexes, 
there h no collision to strike out the sparkles of wit, 
iior any sympathy of tastes to kindle feeling, or give 
the expression of it animatibn. Parties separate as - 
if they had performed a duty, and meet to perform 
one again. — I have thus far touched on the deficien- 
cies of American females, let me speak their praise. 
Their good qualities are of a -sterling kind: good 
wives, good mothers, prudent housekeepers, they 
may bid defiance to the satirist, until they quit the 
hallowed circle of domestick virtues, to flutter heavi- 
ly on the light airs of vanity : through their affecta- 
tion only are they vulnerable. Should it be objected 
that domestick virtues alone are insufficient to give 
the human .mind its fullest expansion, to produce 
a De Stael or an Edgeworth, we may reply, that 
the energetick feelings which nourish the soul of 
genius, though to their iro^medtate possessor they 
may, according to circumstances, be productive 
either of pain or pleasure, yet in their general growth, 
are invariably attached to a state of sbcial suffering : 
there must be a war of elements to engender the 
thunderbolt. In America life moves evenly, for 
every one is thriving in his proper place. Misfor-. 
tune, when it occurs, as where does it not? flows 
from individual miscalculation, and has, therefore, 
none of the solefon character of fatality, which it 
bears in asocial system, more defectively organized. 
Whatever has been observed with regard to socie- 
ty in Philadelphia, and in the States generally^ 
must be taken with such exceptions as all general 
observations are liable to. In all the principal towns 
small circles are to be met with, in : whiciv animated 
conversation, polished and easy maonerB, leave no^ 
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thing to be desired, but that they should be more 
Gomoion. The Americans have, in general^ a friend- 
liness of manner which could not fail to please^ would 
they let the stream take its natural course, without 
torturing it into artiticiat j>^s d' eau. With this feel- 
ikig I have been often tempted to consider the farmers 
«if the back- woods the poliiest class of people in the 
States, because their manners spring from the true 
source, their feelings. 

To a stranger, Philadelphia is a less agreeable resi- 
dence than most other cities of the Union, for the 
same reasons which render it more agreeable to the 
inhabitants. Its social circle is larger, and conse- 
quently less needs the aid of strangers : it is besides 
less exclusively commercial, and therefore less in the 
habit of shewing them hospitality. 



§L 4.— GAOL_AIfD PBlfAL CODE. 

. The Philadelphia prison is a more interesting ob^ 
ject to humanity than the most gorgeous palaces : it 
. presents the practical application of principles which 
worldly men have derided, and philosophy has up- 
held, without daring to liope for their adoption. The 
exteriour of the building is simple, with ratl>er the air 
of an hospital than a gaol : a single grated door sepa- 
rates the interiour from the street. On entering the 
co«r4-yard I found it fall of stone-cutters, employed 
in sawing and preparing large blocks of stone and 
marble ; smiths' forges were at work on one side of 
it, and tbe whole court is surrounded by a gallery 
and dmible tier of work shops, in which ^^re brush- 
'fliahers, laikirs, shoemakers, weavers, all at their^ 
:«everal 4>€e« pat ions, iBbouring, not only to defray to 

the public k the expences of their con6nfement, but to 
pro^vMe l:be means of their own honest subsistence for 
'tfce'fiitAre. Ipassed through the shops, and paused 
a lOGfDent idthe^allery to* look down on the scene 
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below : it bad none of the usual features of a prison- 
bouse, neither the hardened profligacy which scoflfs 
down its own sense of guilt, nor the hollow-eyed sor- 
row which wastes in a living death df unavailing expia- 
tion : there was neither the clank of chains, nor yell 
of execration, but a hard-working body of men, who 
though seperated by justice from society, were not 
supposed to have lost the distinctive attribute of hu- 
man nature : they were treated as rational beings, 
operated upon by rational molives, and repaying 
this treatment by improved habits, by industry and 
submission : they had been profligate, they were sober 
and decent in behaviour ; they had been idle, they 
were actively and usefully employed ; they had diso- 
beyed the laws, they submitted (armed as they were 
with all kind of utensils) to the government of a srngle 
turnkey, and the barrier of a single grating. The 
miracle which worked all this was humanity, addres- 
sing their self-love through their reason.^ I envied 
America this system : I felt a pang that my owd 
4:ountry had neither the glory to have invented, nor 
the emulation to have adopted it. — I borrow the de- 
tail of its history and regulations from " the Picture of 
Philadelphia," published by Dr. James Mease, 1^11. 
History. — By the code of laws, framed by Wil- 
liam Penn, the punishment of death was abrogated in 
all cases, except '< wilful and premeditated murder 
where it was admitted in obedience to the will of 
Ood." These humane and Christian laws, when 
transmitted to England, were all repealed by tbe 
Queen in council, but were immediately re-enacted, 
and continued till the year 1718, the epoch of Penn^B 
death : the penal code of England was then revived. 
The constitution of Pennsylvania, formed upon tbe 
declaration of independence, directed, in one of its 
first provisions, ^< the Legislature to proceed to the 
reformation of the penal laws, and to invent punish- 
ments leas sanguinary, and better proportioned tb the 
various degrees of criminality.'^ In 1786, when tbe 
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close or the war left leisure for internal improve* 
mentB, an attempt was made to tliis end, bj Gommnt'* 
ing the punishment of death for that of hard laboOr, 
in some cases which had before been capital : this la- 
bour, however, was publick, and was soon discover- 
ed to attain none of the desirable ends of punish* 
ment ; hardening, rather than reforo^ing the criminal ; 
and creating, in Ihe publick mind, commtseratiob for 
the suffering, rather than abhorrence of the crime. In 
1787, Dr. Hush, who had, for several years, borne 
testimonj against the sjt^tem of pnblick punishments, 
read a paper at a society for political inquiries, held 
*(>Ki^ h<^«i* ef tbe venerable Franklin, ertfitlcd, ^* An 
/j&^^Vft^^ mto Jbe l^nence of publick Punishmenti 
0n VftmmiMmiA Society ;*' — which was afterwardt 
published. In this, he exposed the erronrs and mis- 
chief of the penal laws that had been recently passed, 
and proposed that all punishments should be private, 
and that they should consist of confinement, different 
kiods of labour, low dfet, and soliiude, accompanied 
hy religieus' instruction* The principles contained 
in fbiB pamphlet were opposed with acrimony and' 
ridicule, in the newspapers. They were eonsidered' 
at the schemes of a hutnane heart, but wild ahd^ 
▼laionary rmaginatton^ such as k was impossible, from^ 
the nature of man, and the constitulrion of his mihdy 
ever to realize. Notwithstanding, however, a mosf 

Eowerful opposition, * the taw Was repealed, after it 
iad, by a Continuance of three years, pi'oVed the cor- 
rectness of the arguments which bad been urged 
aigainst It. In place of publick punishment, hard la^' 
bour ih private, fine, solitary imprisonment, and lo# 
diet, were substituted ; akid inspectors were appoint-^ 
ed, to carry the provisions of the act into execution. 
lo 1788, Dr. Bush published a setond pamphlet, 
entitled "An Enquiry into^tbe Justice and Policy cif 
punishing- Murder by Death." In 1793, Mr. Brad- 
ford, the Attdrney^Oeneral of Pennsylvania, puWIsh- 
ed^" An Eiiqairjliow far the Punishment of Dealh 

24 
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18 necessary in Pennsylvania," with documents from 
the criminal courts of the state, calculated to enforce 
the principles laid down by Dr. Rush. An account 
of the gaol was added, by Caleb Lowndes, one of 
the inspectors of the prison. At the following ses- 
sion of the Legislature, the punishment of death was 
abolished for all crimes except murder of the first de- 
gree ; and a motion was made, during the session of 
1809, to abolish it altogether. 

Regulations and Oovernment. — The, gentlemen 
vhb first undertook the task \ of inspectors, encoun- 
tered considerable opposition from those who had, or 
'imagined they had, an interest in the abuses of the 
old system. The gaoler bad grown rich by gaol 
fees, the sale of liquors, and similar perquisites, and 
was naturally a decided enemy to innovation. The 
prisoners on being informed that their former habits 
of indolence and drunkenness were to be replaced 
by labour and sobriety, took alarm, and on the eve- 
ning of the first day on which the experiment was 
tried, made a desperate effort to escape ; but upon 
the restoration of order, the adoption of mild but 
decided conduct, ultimately secured the most per- 
fect obedience. The prisoners were informed, ^* that 
their treatment would depend upon their conditct, 
and that those who evinced a disposition that would 
afford encouragement to believe they might be re- 
stored to liberty, should be recommended for a par- 
don, but-if convicted again, the law in its fullest rigour 
would be cariied into effect against them." A 
change was early visible ; they were encouraged to 
labour ; their good conduct was remarked ; ' many 
were pardoned ; and before one year was expired, 
their behaviour was almost without exception, de- 
cent, orderly, and respectful. The principal regula- 
tions of the present systeip, may be reduced to the 
following heads : 

1. Cleanliness. — The criminal on coming into the 
gaol is bathed, and cloathed in th€ prison dress, his 
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face and faandd ar^ washed dail j, bis linen is ciMnged 
weeklj, and he bathes during the suromer. The 
apartments are swept and washed once or twice a 
week. : 

2. Lodging. — The prisoners lie on the floor in a 
blanket, about thirty in one room. The hours for 
rising and retiring, are announced by a bell. A lamp 
is kept burning; so that the keeper has constantly a 
▼iew of the apartment. ^ 

3. Diet. — Thdy take their meals with the greatest 
regularity, by sound of a bell : silence is enjoined 
while eating. For breakfast they have about ihree- 
foarths of a pound of good bread, with molasses and 
water ; at dinner, half a pound of bread and beef, 
a bowl of soup and potatoes, sometimes ^herrings in 
the spring; at supper, corn meal, mush, and molas- 
ses, and sometimes boiled rice. Slight offences in 
prison are punished by a curtailment of diet, ^i- 
rituous liquor or beer never enters the wails^ nor 
are provisions permitted to be sent to the convfcts. 

4. Sickness. — A room is appropriated to the sick, 
with a physician and nurses to attend them ; but the 
regularity of their lives almost secures them from 
disease. 

5. Religious Instruction. — Divine service is per- 
formed on Sundays, and good books are distributed* 

6. Labour* — Work suitable to the age and capa- 
city of the convicts is assigned, and an account open- 
ed with them. They are charged with their board, 
clothes, the fine imposed by the state, and expense 
of prosecution, and are credited for their work ; at 
the expiration of their t'rme of servitude, half the 
amount of the sum, if any left, after deducting the 
charges, is paid to them. As the board is low, the 
labour constant, and the working hodrs greater than 
among mechanicks, they easily earn more than their 
expenses. On several occasions, the balahce paid 
to a convict has amounted to more than 100 dollars ; 
in one instance, it was 150 dollars, and from 10 to 
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40 dollarf are commonlj paid. Wben, frcfOi tli^ 
nature of the work at which the convict has been 
employed, or from bis weakneas, hia labour doea nc^ 
amount to more than the charges against him, and 
bis place of residence is a distance from Philadel- 

rbia, be is furnished with money suflScient to bear 
is expenses home. The price of boarding ia 
161 cent^ (about 9d.) a-day, and the general cost 
of cloaths for a year, is about 19 do)laraU3 cenfs. 

7. Corporal punishment is prohibited on all occa- 
sions* The keepers carry no weapons, not even a 
stick. • 

S. Solitary confinenmit — The solitary cells mre 
16 in number: their dimensions six feet by eight, 
and nine fe«t high ; light is admitted by a window at 
the end of the passages, and by a small window? plac* 
ed above the reach of the person confined, and so 
contrived as to admit the light only ifrom above. 
StQves in winter ar^ placed in the passages out c^ 
reach of the convicts. No conversation can take 
place betwixt the several cells, but by vociferation,' 
and as this would be heard, the time of punishment 
would thereby be increased. The prisoner is therop 
fore abandoned to the gloomy society of his own re- 
flections. His food consists of only half a pound of 
bread per day. No nature has been found so atuk- 
bprn as to hold out against this ptmishment, or to 
inicur it a second time. Sonie veterans in vice, have 
cjeclared their preference of death, by the galiowai 
to a further continuance in that place of torment* 
A coi^vict, by name Jdckson, who acknowleged him* 
self to be an accomplished villain, and to have beem 
in mo,st of the gaols of the United States, was seor 
tenced to hard labour for several years in Philadet 
phia.; 'he gave much trouble, and at length escaped 
over the walls; he was pursued Mo Maryland, and^ 
on his way back, escaped again ; he was finally 
t^ken, and lodged in the cells, where, full of health, 
and with a mind high-toned, he boasted of his reso- 



Digitized by 



Google 



PHILADBLPBIA. 189 

lotion, and of the impossibility of sobduiog his spirit 
or of effecting any change in him ; but after having 
been confined for some time, an alteration in his de- 
portment became evident, and he, took occasion, when 
the inspectors were going through the prison, tp en- 
ter info conversation with them, and inquired how aa 
old comrade^ in iniquity who had been long confinef|^ 
had obtained his release from the cells. The reply 
was, that he promised to behave well, and had been 
put upon his honour ; " Would you trust mine ?" bt 
rejoined; "Yes," was the answer, *' if you will 

!)!edge it :** he did so, was released, went cheerfully 
o work, and behaved with propriety during the' re- 
mainder of his time. 

9. Inspection. — Visiting inspectors attend the 
prison at least twice a week, to examine into the 
whole of its economy, hear the grievances, an^ re- 
ceive the petitions of the prisoners, lay reports 
monthly before the Board of Control, and in every 
point insure the regularity of the system ; particular- 
ly by watching the conduct of its subordinate agents, 
as the keepersyiturnliey, &c. They are fourteen in 
number. 

Such is the outline of the system on which Penn^ 
sylyania, and the States which have followed her 
example, may securely pillow their fan^e. Objec- 
tions, however, have been raised to it : its mildness 
has been represented as a temptation to crime ; yet 
crimes have diminished, since its adoptio4i. ''More 
persons," says Mr. Bradford, " were tried for larce- 
nies and burglaries, while these offences were capital, 
than since the punishment has been lessened." I 
had beard it said that thefts were committed for the 

* This man had been confined for six months in the cells, at 
the end of which time, being rcmpletely subdued, he was let 
out upon a soicnn pledge oT good behavionr, and during (he 
rest of his time, gave no trouble. In this case, the mild roc- 
^ rersations and serious advice of one of the inspectors powerful- 
ly assisted. 
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sake of returning to prison ; aqd this is so far true» 
that negroes, who have neither friends, nor means of 
getting their bread, have in some inaitances procured 
their own return to an abode in which their few wants 
are provided for ; a provision comprising all the en- 
joyments of which their lives are susceptible. This 
objection is in fact of a nature so rare and unique, 
d(at I doubt whether the friends of the institution 
should feel very anxious for its removal. It would^ 
however, be hazardous to assert that this system is 
suited to the meridian of all nations, or rather that all 
nations are capable of receiving it : transplanted into 
many European States, it would altogether change its 
character, as the torch, which is a dim speck in sun- 
shine, becomes a shining light in darkness. The pri- 
son would be without the walls, and innocence would 
take refuge within. In truth, liberal and humane in- 
stitiltions cannot co-exist with tyranny and moral de- 
basement : they who rule by the lash, and the bayo- 
net, have incapacitated themselves from employing 
the golden weapons of humanity. 
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PHILADELPHIA TO WASHINGTON. 
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On the banks of the Schujikilly about two miles 
from Philadelphia, there is a wild scene of rocks 
breaking the river into several rushes and falls : the 
metallick brilliancj of these rocks, whenever their 
strata are broken up, indicates the ridge of talkous 
granite, which Volney has traced for. nearly 500 
miles, from Long Island to the Roanoke, and which 
probably extends as far as the Savannah.^ It is ob- 
served to limit the tide waters by the cascades it forms 
on crossing the rivers, and to separate the barren 
'Sand-coast from the fertile alluvion districts above 

* I found it about Raleigh in North Carolina, and it seems bj 
the falls to cross the Fear Rirer near Fayettville, and the 
Great Pedee near the Ferry of ttueenborougb. It is in some 
places composed of micaceous schistas. 
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ity Striking the Delaware at Trenton, the Schuylkill 
at Philadelphia, the Susquehanna ,neac Octarora 
Creek, the Gunpowder Creek near Joppa, the Pa- 
tapsco at Elkridge, the Potomac at Georgetown, 
the Rappahanock near Fredericksburg, the, James at 
Richmond, 4he Appamatox above Petersburg, ^nd 

, the Roanoke near Halifax. .The road to Washing- 
ton follows the line of this ridge, which naturally mo- 
difies the features of the country. Its apparent eleva- 
tion is inconsiderable, just sufficient to undulate the 
face of the landscape, and occasionally presenting, 
especially round streams, bolder prominences, called 
bluffs in South Carolina. T4ie creeks and rivers, 
wearing through a yielding soil, have frequently 
their banks steep, and let the eye into deep woody 
glens ; the soil in such situations is rendered fertile 
by a mixture of clay with the sand which constitutes 
its basis.^ As far as Wilmington, the stately Dela- 
ware enriches the prospect : from thence the scenery 
is uniform, consisting of plantations, interspersed with 
oak and pine barrens. 

' The houses universally shaded with large verandas, 
seem to give notice of a southern climate ; the hats. 
round them, open to the elements, and void of every 
intention of comfort, tell a less pleasing tale : they in- 
form the traveller he has entered upon a land of mas- 
ters and slaves, and he beholds the scene marred 
with wretched dwellings, and wretched faces. The 
eye, which for the first time looks on a slave, feels a 

, painful impression : he is one for whom the laws of 
humanity are reversed, who has known nothing of 
society but its injustice, nothing of his felloe man but 
his hardened, undisguised, atrocious selfishness. The 
cowering humility, the expressions of servile respect, 
with which the negro approaches the white man, 
strike an the senses, not like the oourtea/ of the 

* I foani abuodaoee of iroa-stone on this line» in blocdk? ami 
detached masses. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PHILADELPHIA TO WASHINGTON. 193 

• 

French and Italian peasant, giving a grace to pover- 
ty, but with the chilling indication of a crushed spi- 
rit : the $ound of the lash is in his accents of submis- 
sion, and the eye which shrinks from mine, caught its 
fear from that of the task-master. Habit &teels us to 
all things, and it is not to be expected, that objects, 
constantly present, should continue to excite the 
same sensations which they cause, when looked upon 
for the first time ; (and this, perhaps, is one reason, 
why so much crieelty has been tolerated Tn the 
world ;) but whoever should look on a slave for the 
first time in his- life, with the same indifferent gaze he 
would bestow on any casual object, may triumph m 
the good fortune through which he was born free ; but 
m his heart, he is a slave, and as a moral being, de- 
graded infinitely below the negro, in whose soul the 
light of freedom has been extinguished, not by bis 
own insensibility, but by the tyranny of others. Did 
tjie miserable condition of the negro leave him mind 
for reflection,, he might laugh in his chains to see how 
slavery, has stricken. the land with ugliness. 'The 
smiling villages and happy population of the Eastern 
and Central states, give place to the splendid equi- 
pages of a few planners, and a wretched negro popu- 
ialioQ, crawling among filthy hovels — for Tillages, 
(after crossing the Susqu<ehanna,) there are scarcely 
any ; there are only plantations — the verj name 
speaks volumes. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 



BALTIMORE. 

W^HiLB I was in Baltimore, I «aw a sketch of the 
city, takeh in 1750; it then consisted of about half 
a dozen houses, built round the landing place : it 
now contains 50,000 inhabitants, and is growing 
rapidly. Here are reckoned to be some of the 
largest fortunes in the Unioni that is, of from 500,000 
to 1,000,000 dollars. To strangers, the polish- 
ed hospitality of its inhabitants renders it a plea- 
santer residence than Philadelphia. For my own 
part, though very slightly introduced, I received 
more civilities in proportion, during the week I spent 
in this city, than in the whole course of my tra- 
vels besides. Perhaps this courteous disposition is 
in a certain degree an inheritance : during the colo- 
nial regime, Annapolis was the centre of fashion te 
all America : the Governours of Maryland were 
commonly men of rank and family, who brought 
with them a taste for social elegance, which seemr 
to have become the appanage of the old families^ 
who, since Annapolis has fallen into decay, have 
becmne residents of Baltimore. . The city is built 
round the head of a bay, or inlet of the Patuxent, 
about eight miles above its junction with Chesapeake 
Bay. The entrance of the harbour at Gossuch 
Point is 150 yards across, and defended by a fort, 
which our fleet ineffectually bombarded during the 
war. A sand banki about fifty feet in height, evi- 
dently the ancient boundary of the bay, forms a 
natural gtacis round the town, and terminates at its 
southern extremity,' in the hill of the signal post, 
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from which there is a beautiful panoramick view of 
the city, fort, and harboor. It was on this natural 
terre-plein the lines were constructed against our 
threatened attack. 

The publick buildings of Baltimore, b^ing all of 
brick, have little architectural beauty ; they evince 
the prosperity, and good polity, i:ather that the taste 
of the city. There is, however, a monument erect- 
ing to the memory of Washington, in a kind of park, 
adjoining the town ; it consists of a marble column, 
adorned with trophies in bronze: the design, like 
the n^n whose fame it records, is nobly simple. 
This is the first token of publick gratitude Ameri* 
ca has consecrated to her first citizen ; and, strange 
to tell, the design was set on foo,t, not by ai) Ameri- 
can citizen; but by an Irish exile.^ 

Annapolis continues to be the seat of government 
for Maryland. . Most states choose some ' second- 
rate town for Ais purpose, to preserve their legis- ' 
lators, either from the seductions or the mobs of a 
great city ; though there seems to be little cause for 
alarm on either head^ 

^ * It is ludicrous, wbenever a city corporation gives a din- 
ner to a publick character, to see what a clutter the news- 
papers raise about ** Republican Gratitude." Party zeal is 
sometimes a dreadftil satirist. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 



WASHINGTON. 

The traveller, having passed through Bladensburg, 
on the east branch of the Patuxent, where the ac- 
tion was fought, which the Americans have nick- 
named the *^ Bladensburg races," crosses a sandy 
tract, interspersed with oak barrens and pine woods, 
until suddenly mounting a little rise, close to a poor 
cottage with its Indian corn patch, he finds himself 
opposite to the Capitol of the Federal city. It 
stands on an ancient bank of the Patomac, about 
eighty feet above the present level* of the river; 
the course of which it commands, as well as the ad- 
jacent country, as far as the Alleghany Ridges. 
The edifice consists of two wings, intended to be 
connected by a' centre, surmounted by a dome or 
cupola. The design is pure and elegant, but the 
whole building wants grandeur. !l^acb wing would 
not be a large private mansion: the interiour has 
consequently a contracted appearance, a kind of 
economy 6f space disagreeably contrasting with the 
gigantick scale of nature without, as well as with our 
ideas of the growing magnitude of the American 
nation. The staircase, which is a kind of vestibule 
to the impression to be produced by the whole 
building, is scarcely wide enough for three persons 
to pass conveniently. The chambers of the senate 
and representatives are of very moderate dimen- 
sions, and the judgment hall, with its low-browed 
roof, and short columns, seems modelled ^fter the 
prison of Constance in Marmion. Some of the de- 
corations, too, are of very dubious taste. Mr. La- 
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trobe has modelled a set of figures for Uie Cham- 
ber of Representatives, to personify the several 
states of the Union ; but as it is not easj to dis- 
cover an attribute, to say nothing of a poetical cha- 
racteristick, by which Connecticut may be distin- 
guished from Massachusetts, North Carolina from 
Sbuth Carolina, or Kentucky from Ohio, rjecourse 
must be had to the ungraceful expedient of a super- 
scription to point out his own tutelary saint to each 
representative. Mr. Latrobe has, indeed, hit upon 
one device for Massachusetts ; she is leading by the 
hand an ugly cub of a boy, representing Maine, which 
boy becomes a girl when Maine assumes her pro- 
per, state ;— a puerile conceit. One cannot help re- 
gretting the Americans should^ have neglected to 
give their new Capitol a character of grandeur" worthy 
of their territory and ambition. Private edifi^^es 
rise, decay, and are replaced by others of superioiu* 
magnificence, as the taste or growing opulence of 
rtbe nation require ; but publick buildings should 
have a character answerable to their purpose ; they 
bear upon them the seal of the genius of the age, 
and sometimes prophetically reveal the political des- 
tinies of the nations by which they are raised. 
The Romans communicated to their erections the 
durability of their empire. The Americans, in 
** their aspirations to be great," seem sometimes to 
look towards Roman models, but the imitation mu3t< 
be of things,^ not names; or instead of a noble pa- 
rallel, they are in danger of producing a ludicrous 
contrast. 

From the foot of the Capitol hill there runs a 
straight road, (intended to be a street,) planted with 
poplars, for about two miles, to the President's house, 
a handsome^ stone mansion,* forming a conspicuous ob- 
ject from the Capitol Hill : near it are the publrck 
offices, and some streets nearly filled up : about half 
a mile further is a pleasant row of houses, in one of 
which the President at present resides ; there are a 
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few toTerable houses still further on the road to George- 
town, and this is nearly the Hum total of tbe.Citj 
for 1816. It used to be a joke against Washington, 
that next door neighbours must go through a wood to 
make their visits ; but the jest and forest have vanish- 
ed together : there is now scarcely a tree betwixt 
Georgetown and the Navy Yard, two miles beyond 
the Capitol, except the poplars I have mentioned, 
which may be considered as the locum tetientes of fu- 
ture houses. I doubt the policy of such thorough 
clearing ; clumps of trees are preferable objects to 
vacant spaces, and the city Jn its present state, being 
commenced from the extremities instead of the cen- 
tre, has a disjointed and naked app?arance. The 
fiery ordeal has, however, fixt its destiny.* Land 
and houses are rising in value, new buildings are 
erecting, and with the aid of the intended uniyepsity, 
there is little doubt that Washington will attain as 
great an extent as can be expected for a city possest 
of no commercial advantages, and created, not by the 
natural course of events, but by a political specula- 
tion. The plan, indeed, supposes ^n immense growth, 
but even if this were attainable, it seems doubtful 
how far an overgrown luxurious capital would be the 
fittest seat for learning, or even legislation. Perhaps 
^he true interest of the union would rather hold 
Washington sacred to science, philosophy, and the 
arts : a spot in some degree kept holy from commer- 
cial avarice, to which the members of different states 
may repair to breathe an atmosphere untainted by lo- 
cal prejudices, and find golden leisure for pursuits and 
speculations of publick utility. Such fancies would 
be day dreams elsewhere, and are so perhaps here ; 
but America is young in the career of political life ; 

* Onr expedition against WashingtoD had a singular fate : it 
pleased tx>th sides. It pleased us, for it succeeded, or seemed 
to. succeed. It pleased the Araericao goTemment, for it pro- 
yoked the spirit, by wounding the honour of the people. From 
.that moment the war became national. 
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she has flie light of former ages, and the sufferings of 
the present to guide her; she has not crushed the 
spirits of the many, to build up the tyranny of the few, 
and, therefore, the prophetick eye of imagination 
may dwell upon her smilingly. 

I fell into very pleasant society at Washington. 
Strangers who intend staying some days in a town, 
usually fake lodgings at a boarding house, in prefe- 
rence to a tavern : in this way, they obtain the best 
society the place affords; for there are always gentle- 
men, and frequently ladies, either visitors or tempo- 
rary residents, who live in this manner to avoid the 
trouble of housekeeping. At Washington, during the 
sittings of Congress, the boarding houses are divided 
into messes, according to the political principles of 
the inmate:^, nor is a stranger admitted without some 
introduction, and the consent of the whole company. 
I chanced to join a democfatick mess, and name a 
few of its members with gratitude, for the pleasure 
their society gave me : — Commodore Decatur and his 
lady, the Abb6 Correa, the great botanist a^d pleni- 
potentiary of Portugal, the Secretary of the Navy, 
the Secretary of the Navy Board, known as the au- 
thor of a humorous publication, entitled " John Bull, 
and Brother Jonathan," with eight or ten members 
of Congress, principally from the Western states, 
which are generally considered as most decidedly 
hostile to .England, but whom I did not on this account 
find less good-humoured and courteous. It is from 
thus living in daily intercourse with the leading cha- 
racters of the country, that one is enabled to judge * 
with some degree of certainty of the practices of its 
government ; fpr to know the paper theory is nothing, 
unless it he compared with the instruments employed 
^o carry it into effect. A political constitution may 
be nothing but a cabalistick form to extract money 
and power from the people; but then the jugglers 
must be io the dark, and ''no admittance behind the 
curtain." This way of living affords too the beat in- 



Digitized by 



GoCgle 



200 WASHINGTON. 

sight into the best part of society ; for if in a free na- 
tion the depositaries of the public k confidence be ig- 
norant, or vulgar, it is a very fruitless search to look 
for the opposite qualities in those they represent; 
whereas, if these be well informed in mind and maji- 
ners,^ it proves at the least an inclination towards 
knowledge and refinement, in the general mass of 
citizens, by whom they are selected. My own expe- 
rience obliges me to a favourslble verdict in this par- 
ticular. I found the little circle into which I had 
happily fallen, full of good sense and go(5d hunooBf, 
and never quitted it without feeling myself a gainer 
on^e score, either of useful information or of social 
enjoyment. 

The President, or rather his lady, holds a drawing- 
room weekly, during the sitting of Congress. He' 
takes by the hand those who are presented to him; 
shaking hands being discovered in America tO' b« 
more rational and manly than kissing them. For the 
rest, it is much as such things are every where, chat- 
ting, and' tea, complknents and ices, a little rousitk, 
(some scandal, I suppose, among the ladies,) and to 
bed. Nothing in these assemblies more attracted 
my notice, than the extraordinary stature of most of 
the western members ; the room seemed filled with 
giants,^ among whom moderately sized men crept like 

' pigmies. I kno^ not well, to what the - difference 
may be attributed, but the surprising growth of the 
inhabitants of the Western states is matter of asto- 
nishment to those of the Eastern, and of the coast line 
generally. This phenomenon, which is certainly a 
considerable stumbling-block to the Abb€ Raynars 
theory, may probably be resolved into the operation 
of three positive causes, and one negative, namely) 

^plentiful but simple food, a healthy climate, constant 
estercise in the open air, and the absence of mental ir- 
ritation. In a more advanced stage of society, luxu- 
rious aud sedentary habits produce in the rich that 
enfeeble meat of vitality, which scanty food, andlabo- 
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rious or unwholesome occupations bring upon' the 
poor. The only persons to be compared with these 
Oolialis of tl|e West, were six Indian chiefs frodi 
Georgia, Chaetaws or Chickasaws, who, having coipe 
to Washington on publick busmess, were presented 
at Mrs. Madison's dran^ing-room. They had a still 
greater appearance of muscular power than thef Ame- 
xicans ; and while looking on them, I comprehended 
the prowess of those ancient knights, whose single 
might held an army in check, <*and made all Troy 
retire." 

The sittings qf Congress are held in a temporary 
building, during the repair of the Capitol : I attend- 
ed them frequently, and was fortunate enough to be 
present at one interesting debate on a change in the 
modQ of Presidential elections : most of the princi- 
pal speakers took a part in it: Messrs. Gaston, Cal- 
fioun^ and Webster in support of it ; Randolph an^ 
Grosve;nor against it. The merits of the question 
were not immediately to be comprehended by a 
stranger, but their style of speaking was, in the high- 
est degree, correct and logical, particularly that of 
Mr. Webster of New Hampshire, whose argumenta- 
tive acuteness extorted a compliment from Mr. Rad^ 
dolph himself, ** albeit unused to the complimenting 
mood." Mr. Grosvenor, both in action and lan- 
guage, might be considered a finished orator, as far 
as our present notions of practical oratory extend. 
Mr. Randolph, whose political talents, or rather po- 
litical su(;cess, is said to be marred by an ecc'entrick 
turn of thought, which chimes in with no party, seems 
rather a brilliant than a convincing speaker ; his elo- 
cution is distinct and clear to shrillness, his command 
of language and illustration seems unlimited ; but he 
gave me the idea of a man dealing huge blows against 
a shadow, and wasting his dexterity in splitting 
hairs : his political sentiments are singular : he con- 
siders the government of the United States as an 
elective monarchy ; ** Torture the constitution as 

26 
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YOU willy" said he, in the course of the debal^,^Mhe 
President will elect hia successor, and that will be 
his son whenever he has ope old enough to succeed 
him." No expressions are used, either of approba- 
tion or the contrary ; whatever may be the opinioD 
ot the House, the most perfect attention is given to 
each member ; nor, however long he may speak, is 
he ever interrupted by those indications of impa- 
tience so common in our House of Commons. Thki 
may reasonably be accounted for by supposingi 
that their average speeches are, in themselves better; 
or more agreeably, by conjecturing, that the Ameri- 
can idea of excellence is put at a lower standard 
than our own. Both the talents, however, and beha- 
Tiour of the members, seem worthy of the govem- 
ment, and of what America is, and may be. Their 
forms of business and debate nearly resemble those 
of our parliament ; always excepting wigs and gowns, 
a piece of grave absurdity well omitted: for it. is 
surely an odd conceit, to fancy the dignity of the 
first officers of States attached to, or supported by, 
large coo^omeratioiia of artificial hair. 
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Crossiitg the Patoniac by * wooden bridge, a mite 
and a quarter in length, the toll of which is a dollar, 
I proceeded through Alexandria, to Mount Vernon. 
Whatever is worth describing in the house or situa- 
tion, has been manj times described : having walked 
through the gardens, I reqqested the old German 
gardener, who acted as Cicerone, to conduct me to 
the tomb of Washington: " Dere, go by dat path, 
and you irill come to it," said he : I followed the 
path across the lawn, to the brow that overlooks the 
Patomac, and passing a kind of cellar in the bankt 
which seemed to be an ice-house, continued my 
search, but to no eflTect:— I had already found it: 
this cellar-like hole ia^the bank, closed by an ofd 
wooden door, which had never been even painted, 
was the tomb of Washington, with not a rail, a stone, 
or even a laurel « to flourish o'er his grave." 

I stood for a moment overpowered with astonish- 
ment and indignation : — behold, says Prejudice, the 
gratitude of republicks ! behold, says El^ason, the 
graUtude of mankind I Had Washington served a 
Czar of Russia, he might have shared with Suwa- 
roff a Siberian exile ; he lived and died, honoured 
by the country he had saved ; he is forgotten in the 
grave, because man is feebly excited by any but 
selfish motives : the enlightened selfishness of repub- 
licanism honoured its defender, but what form of 
polity has been discovered, in which gratitude sur- 
vives the hope of future benefits ? Party zeal raises 
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monuments over its victims, to stimulate the sur- 
vivors : vanity has not unfrequently urged the living 
to unite by such means, their perishable names with 
those of the immortal dead, but the mausoleum rises 
slowly to which neither interest nor vanity contri- 
butes. It is said the Federal city will finally receive 
the remains of its designer ; but the Dead can wait ; 
and in the interim the matter was nearly cut short, 
by an attempt to steal the bones from their present 
receptacle, to carry them about for a show. The 
old door has since been kept padlocked. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



WASHINGTON 



TO RICHMOND, 
VALLEY. 
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THE MATILDA FALLS. 

Close to Georgetown the granite ridge strikes 
the Patomac : the road winds agreeably under its 
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cliff, till it crosses an old bed of the river» left 
dry in consequence of a canal which has been cut to 
turn the rapids : there is a chain bridge here, from 
which the broken bed of the river, the falls, scatter- 
ed masses of rock, and lofty banks, present a wild 
and pleasing picture. Having pursued my way for 
about nine miles, I quitted the main road to visit the 
upper, or Matilda Falls. A field track brought me 
into a scattered village, built along a q^nal, cut, like 
the one above-mentioned, to avoid the falls : having 
crossed it, I walked along its edge for about a quar- 
ter of a mile, on a broad green-sward p^tb, as smooth 
and regular^ as a garden terrace : a little wood was oa 
my right, the trees of which were fantastically 
grouped together by abundance of wild vine, and 
other parasitical plants, trailing and twining through 
them; the whole conveying no inadequate idea of a 
stately and fair pleasure-ground of Queen Elizabeth's 
time. Turning short frpoi the canal, and stepping a 
few paces through the wood, I found myself on a 
bold precipice of rocks fronting the falls. — I started 
at a sight so much grander than any thing I bad ex- 
pected : as far as toy eye could reach, the Palomac 
came down from among its. woods, dashing, and 
whitening over numberless ridges of rock, and break- 
ing in a wild succession of cascades^ till, as if weari- 
ed by its own efforts, it swept, with silent impetuo- 
sity through a contracted channel betwixt perpendi- 
cular cliffs, whose dark, bare masses of graoHe were 
scantily crested by a few pines and cedars. The 
perpendicular descent of the falls is reckoned by 
Volney at seventy -two feet,*^ but the rapids extend 

* " EUe a environ 72 pieds de hauteur^ sur 800 a 900 
de large : le fieuve, qui jusqu* alors avail couU dans une 
vaUie bardie de coteaux sauvages comme^ceux du Rhone 
en Vivarais^ tombe fetH'Oi'C&up, emnme h Saint Laurent ^ 
dans un profond ravin de pur roc granit talU a pic sur 
Us deux rives. 

Feine^ CUmat D'Amenquert f./d25.. 

I found mica-slate, and porphyry about the Falls. 
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for several miles up the river, and the whole scene 
has a magnificent wildness, which may be gazed 
upon with' delight and wonder, even after Niagara; 
so inexhaustibly can nature vary her features, and 
be alike gracefully sublime in all.^ 

* It is remarkably, that Mr. Jefferson, so accurate in bis 
notices of Virginia, makei no mention of these falls. 
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HARP£R*8 FGRRY. 



XHB road which ascends the right bank of the Pa- 
tomac, through Lansville and Leesburg, has the 
credit, and I think justly, of being about the worst in 
the Union. It is a common saying of roads in Vir- 
ginia, that they are ** not made, but created.'* The 
soil towards the mountains is generally a stiff claj^, 
and as each waggoner works his own way through 
the woods^ the traveller is continually puzzled betwixt 
the equal probabilities of a variety of tracts, most of 
which, indeed, lead to the same point, but as this is 
not invariably the case, he must often journey on in 
doubt, or halt in muddy perplexity until he can pro- 
cure information. The villages are thinly scattered, 
but v^ell built of brick, an advantage derived from 
the soil. Leesburg contains about 1200 inhabitants. 
The inn at which I stopped, bad stabling for above 
an hundred horses, for the accommodation of farmers 
who come together on Court days. These court 
days are almost county meetings; those who have 
business attend for business sake, those who have 
none attend to meet their neighbours, who may have 
business with them, and because it is discreditable 
to be often absent. 

At Hilsborough, the road passes through a moun- 
tain gap, resembling the Wind Gap, on a small scale : 
this ridge is called the Short Mountain, and runs 
parallel to the Blue Ridge, at the distance of about 
five miles ; it crosses the Patomac below Harper's 
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Ferry, and I am inclined to consider it as the same, 
which M. Volney observed near Columbia Perrj, 
betwixt York and Lancaster, and which he is dispos- 
ed to regard as the Blue Mountain itself. I should 
rather leatve the Blue Mountain where it stands in 
the maps at present, and conjecture this collateral 
ridge to be a prolongation of the Lehigh Mountain, 
perhaps communicating with Monticelto. Immediate- 
ly after passing it, the road turns to the right and 
continues betwixt it and the Blue Mountain, to ^hich 
it seems an immense out-work. The land rises gradu- 
ally, nor is it until you hare reached the ridge 6f 
the descent, and find yourself looking down towards 
the bed of the Patomac, and its opposite shore, that 
you are aware of the elevation gained. 

Here commences the savage wildness of the pic- 
ture. Your road lies down the side of the mountain, 
gtrewed with splinters and fragments of 'rock, which 
slide from beneath ' your horse's feet : immense 
masses of rock project their bold angles, so as fre- 
quently to leave a cranked and difficult passage ; . 
meantime the mouAtains stretching up on every 
side, and partially beheld between the scattered pine 
trees, seem contracting round with a deepening 
breadth of shadow and gloomy grandeur, until jou 
find at their base the united Patomac and Shenandoah, 
boiling over their incumbered channel. Continuing 
your way betwixt these waters, and the ragged pre- 
cipices of the Blue Mountain,* through \f hich they 
seem to have burst, you reach the Shenandoah 
Ferry : but a sketch will best illustrate the locale, 
of this extraordinary scene. 
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I descended by the road A. The village is biiiH 
l-onnd the foot oY (he height B: it is chiefly remar- 
kable for a manufactory of small arms, about 10,00# 
stand of which are finished yearly: "They ntafcc 
as many in a week at Birmingham," said one of tbfe 
workmen, who had been formerly employed there, 
to me. It is from this height, immediately above 
the villag:e, and from a broad bare platform of Rock, 
known bv the name of Jefferson's rock, that the eye 
commands the magnificent prospect which Mr. Jeffer- 
son has so eloquently, yet correctly described^ 
"'You stand on a very high point, of land. On your 
right comes up the Shenandoah, having ranged along 
the foot of the mountain an hundred miles to seek a 
vent. On your left approaches the Patomac, in 
quest of a passage also. In the moment of their 
junction, they rush together against the mountain, 
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^tanbe of th?d scene harries our sensed info the opin- 
ion, that thid earth' has been created in time, that 
the mountains itrere formed first, that the rivers be- 
gan to flow afterwards; that in this place paHicular- 
Ij, they have been damrhed up by the Bine ridge of 
mauntains, and have formed an ocean which tilled 
the whole valley ; that continuing to rise, They have 
at length broken over at this spot, and hare torn thU 
iDountain down from its summit to its ba^e. The 
piles of rock on each hand, but particularly on the 
Shenandoah, the evident marks of their disrupture 
and aVuision from their beds- by the roost powerful 
agents of nature, corroborate the impression. But 
the distant finishing which nature has given to the 
picture, is of a very different character. It is a true 
contrast to the foregrounds It is as placid and de- 
lightful, as that is wild and tremendous. For the 
tnofintain being cloven asunder, she presents to your 
eye, through, the cleft, a small catch of smooth blue 
horizon, at ian infinite distance in the plain country, 
inviting you, as it were, from the riot and tumult 
roaring around, to pass through the breach and par- 
ticipate df the calm below. Here the eye ultimately 
composes itself; and that way too, the road happens 
actually to lead. You cross the Patomac above the 
junction, pass along its side through the base of the 
nsountain for three miles, its terrible precipices hang- 
ing in fragments over you, and within about 20 tn^es 
reach Frederic ktown, and the fine country round it. 
This scene is worth a voyage across the Atlantick: 

iet here, as in the neighbourhood of the Natural 
ridge, are people, who have passed their lives with- 
in half a dozen miles, and have never been to survey 
these monuments of a war between rivers and moun- 
tains which must have shaken the earth itself to its 
centre.*'— Notes, p. 27. 

Crossing Harper's Ferry, I ascended with some toil 
the mountain precipice, C, on the left of the Pato- 
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mac. The side it presents to the river, broken and 
perpendicular, its disjointed and confused strata, with 
enormous masses of rock jutting out, and impending 
above its base, seem to testify the catastrophe by 
which it has been rent asunder: from its summit I 
commanded a magnificent prospect of the Shenandoah 
Valley, bounded on either side by the North and Blue 
Mountain ridges, like gisrantick walls, with the blue 
peaks of the Fort Mountain, rising at the distance of 
about fifty miles to the south-west. M. Volney esti- 
mates the height of the Blue tlidge, at this spot, at 
1150 feet. It is chiefly composed of flint, freestone, 
and some granite, but the point B is schistus. Canals 
have been cut to turn the rapids of both rivers. 

. Flour is the article chiefly brought down, in long flat 
boats, which carry about eighty barrels each. The 
navigation, as may be supposed, is both diflScult and 
dangerous. I found the inn here tolerably good, but 
the charges extravagant ; a circumstance my landlord 
indirectly explained, by telling me of the many 
travellers whom curiosity brought to the spot, rather, 
it should seem, to discover if it possest any peculiar 
virtue to rid them of their time and money, than to 
admire its beauties. He was also haunted by a class 

, of customers of a very different stamp, wealthy and 
penurious farmers, from whom he could extract noth- 
ing : he instanced two, who had lately slept at his 
house, after laying out very large sums at a neigh- 
bouring cattle fair : they slept, took their meals, and 
paid a bill of two pence. This is economy beyond 
the flight of an English miser. They brought their 
bacon with them, requested permission to spread 
their blankets on the floor, and took two glasses of 
whiskey in the mprning for the good of the house. I 
found my boat graduated his charges according to 
what one set of bis customers rvottid, and what he 
thought the other should spend ; by which means I 
paid for the opposite vices of both. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 



THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY. 



Xhe Bine Ridge, and North Mountain, having cross- 
ed the Patomac, bound a valley, about twenty miles 
wide at its greatest breadth on the Patomac, and 
narrowing, aloiost fo a point, beyond the Natural 
bridge, a length of about 160 miles. It is watered 
by the many branches of the Shenandoah, a few of 
which rise in the North Mountain, but the greater 
number among the spurs of both ridges, where they 
nearly meet, in the neighbourhood of Staunton and 
Waynesborough. The two principal branches, call- 
ed tlie North and South Rivers, are separated by a 
ridge, named, from the peculiarity of its form, the 
Fort Mountain, which divides the valley longitudi- 
nally for above fifty miles, and terminates near the 
village of Port Republick. The basis of the soil is 
limestone, the strata of which are every where visible, 
ranging, (says Mr. Jefierson,) '* as the mountains and 
sea-coast do, from south-west to north-east, the lami- 
na of each bed declining frpm the horizon towards^a 
parallelism with the axis of the earth." Notes, p. 
42. The whole valley is remarkably fertile, parti- 
cularly in wheat, so that Winchester, as a corn mar- 
ket, has more than a nominal resemblance to its 
Hampshire namesake. It has been built about sixty 
years : the houses are, for the most part, small, and 
either log, plank, brick, or stone, according to their 
date, or the means of their inhabitants : the number of 
these was estimated at 2,500 by the last census, but 
there is a considerable portion of negroes. I had a 
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direction to a boarding-house kept by a Mrs. Street, 
and can conscientiously recommended her neat apartT 
ments and good table to the attention of future tra- 
vellers. The return of crops through the valley is 
averaged at about twenty bushels of wheat per acre. 
Gypsum is generally used at the cost of from thirty 
to forty dollars per ton. The farmeis, (for here we 
get quit of planters and plantations,) are reckoned 
rich and penurious. It is probable enough, their 
habits of expense are upon a very different scale 
from those of the planters, but the luxury of th^ few 
is ever atoned for by the poverty of the many. 

There are more farm-houses and fewer negro huta 
in this valley, than in the Lowlands : still, however, 
the plague-spot is too evident. At every tavero 
advertisements are stuck up for runaway slaves : the 
barbarous phraseology in which they were drawn up, 
sometimes amused,* but the ferocious spirit of re- 
venge they too plainly expressed more frequently 
disgusted me. 

A country must have very bold features to be in- 
teresting in winter : the Shenandoah Valley should 
be visited when the harvest is yellow on its ample 
fields : 4be roads were, however, good, even at this 
season, except that when crossed by limestone strata 
they were rather rough. The weather, too, was fine, 
and the thermometer frequently up to 70a, with 41 
south-west wind. 

The Fort Mountain commences near Stratford : 
it is named from being accessible but by one road, 
but the top of it is flat, and 1 was told there were 
many hundred acres of very good land on it. The 
inhabitants of the valley are remarkably clean in their 
bouses: 1 stopped at a little tavern near the Big 
Spring, on the door of which one might have dined : 
to be sure, it did not seem a house ot great resort, 
but I had, subsequently, cause to tnake comparisona 

''^ I remember a negro being described a8**Cbuokmade.*' 
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on t^iis point, much to its advantage, paHicnIarly ^t^ 
Richmond. The Big Spring gushes from a knoU 
of limestone behind the tavern, and aUnoiit immedi- 
ately turns a mill, and escapes down a glen, dark 
with cedars and pine-trees. Some fine views of the 
mountains present themselves a liijll^ above Harrison- 
burg. Oti entering the village, I inquired, of a res- 
pectable looking farmer, for the l)e8t tavern : he con- 
ducted me to one kept by himself, which i\ was lucki- 
ly no prejudice in him to call the be^t. Mr. DiitTg 
person and appearance pleased me : he was a very 
personification of Farmer Dimmohd ; tall, and of an 
athletick make, with a gait firm and erect, and bis 
dark hair slightly grizzled, curled above a counte- 
nance of manly beauty, beaming with go^ huinour. 
He made rne very welcomrie, and entered into a lively 
gossip ; while his wife, a neat and somewhat quaint 
picture of good housewifery, prepared a comfortable 
dinner, after which, vover a few glasses of negus, I 
soon became acquainted with whatever was worth 
knowing of the country. The village, Mr. DuS in- 
formed me, had formerly been remarkable for the 
vicious habits of its inhabitants; but a complete 
reformation had lately taken place through the agen- 
cy, not of preachers, but of the Grand Jur^, who 
had imposed upon themselves the duty of receiving 
informations in cases of quarrels, swearing, drunken- 
ness, and other habits of low vice, and had put the 
laws into force against the offenders with such good 
effect, that scarcely an oath was to be heard, or a 
drunken man seen in the township. Mr. Duff was 
himself an excellent specin»en .of the best part of 
his neighbours ; though extremely lively, and fond 
of conversation, he i»ever uttered an immoral expres- 
sion, and declared, that tkeglas^ of negus he look 
with me was more than hJ^had taken of spirits for 
several years. Uh disposition seemed in a high de- 
gree friendly and benevolent; yet, mark the wither- 
ing effect of, slavery on the moral feelings! he was 
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talking of the different ways men had in that part 
of the country of making money. "Some," said 
he, " purchase droves of hogs, oxen, or horses, in 
one part of tiie Union, and drive them for sale to 
another ; and some buy negroes in the same way, 
and drive them, chained together, to different mar- 
kets : I expect two gentlemen here this evening with 
a drove." * 1 expressed my horrour of such traffick ; 
he civilly assented to ray observation, but plainly 
without any similar feeling, and spoke of the gentle- 
men he expected, as if they were just as " honour- 
able men," as any other fair dealers in the communi- 
ty : luckily I was not cursed with their company. 
I never chanced to fall in with one of these human 
droves, but I borrow from a pleasing little work^ 
written by a Virginian, and entitled, " Letters froia 
Virginia," the following description which he gives 
in the character of a foreigner newly landed at 
Norfolk. 

" I took the boat this morning, and crossed the 
f(Brry over to Portsmouth, the small town which I 
told you is opposite to this place. It was court 
day, and a large crowd of people was gathered 
about the door of the Court House. 1 had hardly 
got upon the steps to look in, when my ears were 
assailed by the voice of singing, and turning round 
to discover from what quarter it came, I saw a group 
of about thirty negroes, of different sizes and ages, 
following a rough-looking white man, who sat care- 
lessly lolling in his sulkey. They had just turned 
round the corner, and were coming up the main 
street to pass by the spot where I stood, on their 
way out of town. As they came nearer, I saw some 
of them loaded with chains to prevent their es- 
cape ; while others had hold of each other's hands, 
strongly grasped, as if to support themselves in their 
affliction. I particularly noticed a poor mother,, 
with an infant sucking at her breast as she ^alked 
along, while two /Ismail children had hold of her 
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aprop on either side, almost running to ktep up wit^ 
the rest. Tfaej came along singing a Uttle wild 
hymn, of sweet and mournful melodj, fljing by a 
divine instinct of the heart to the consolation^ of 
religion, the last refuge of the unhappy, to support 
them in their distress. The sulky now stopped 
before the tavern, at a little distance beyond the 
court-house, and the driver got out. * My dear Sir,' 
(said I, to a person who stood near me,) ^ can you 
Itell me what these poor people have been doing? 
What is their crime ? and what is to be their punish- 
ment?' ^O, (said he,) its nothing at all, but a 
parcel of negroes sold to Carolina, and that . man is 
their driver, who has bought them.' * But what 
have they done, that they should be sold into ban- 
ishment V * Done, (said he,) nothing at all that t 
know of, their masters wanted money, I suppose^ 
and^ these drivers give good prices.' Here the driv- 
er having 43upplied himself with brandy, and his horse 
with water (the poor negroes of course wanted noth- 
ing,) stepped into his chair again, cracked his whip 
and drove on, while the miserable exiles followed 
in funeral procession behind him." 



28 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

THE CAVES. 



Abottt a mile from iHarrisonburg) there is a road 
which turns to the left; it crosses the north and 
middle forks of the South Shenandoah, and passes 
round the southern extremity of the Fort Mountain, 
through a well settled country, to Port Republick ; 
from (his village the distance is about a mile to the 
Cave tavern. A hill, reckoned at 200 feet of per- 

})endicular height, rises on the left bank of the south 
brk, the ascent of which is so steep, that, as Mr. 
Jefferson observes, " you may pitch a biscuit from 
itfl summit into the river.'* The entrance into the 
Caves is about two-thirds of the way up ; the one 
Mr. Jefferson has described. Notes p. 31. by the 
oame of Madison's Cave, is used for the purpose 
of making salt-petre, and seldom visited from curiosi- 
ty ; its attraction having been destroyed by the 
discovery of another cavern of superiour extent and 
grandeur, in the same cliff, a few yards beyond it. 
Being private property, and much frequented by 
strangers, the entrance is kept closed. The pro. 
prietor, an old German, acts as guide, provides lights, 
&c. and«eems to feel ranch interest in his office, 
when he attends persons whom he thinks capable of 
appreciating the scene. 

The entrance afforded mere crawling room, but 
as we receded from the light of day, the vaulting 
rose, and alter descending some rude steps and 
crags, we began to perambulate a magnificent sub- 
terranean palace. Its length is reckoned at 800 
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yards, and taking the curvatures of the Dumerous 
apartments it may be as much : there are about 
14 otthem, of various dimensions ; some low-browed 
and studded with pointed, and glittering stalactites, 
like fairj grottoes, others long and spacious, with 
roofs so lofty, that the summits of the massive con- 
gelations, which, pillar-like, descend from them to 
the ground, are shrouded in obscurity. The largest 
of these apartments, called Washington's hall, is 93 
yards in length, of a proportionate breadth, and pro- 
bably 50 feet high. 

It is impossible to describe the solemn grandeur of 
this natural cathedral : clusters of stalartitick columns, 
many of them ten or twelve feet in circumference, 
rise in magnificent order along the sides ; tb^ir co- 
lour is of a glistening brown, with frequently a shaft, 
a pedestal, or an intercolumniation of snow^ white- 
ness. On approacihing the upper end, our lights 
gleamed upon a gi^anfick stalactite, which, in the 
dimness, bore some resemblance to a throned statue 
of alabaster ; it is called Washington's statue ; bdt 
this appellation, like many other misnomers and .con- 
ceits, such as Solomon's throne, David's sceptre, 
Adam and Eve in Paradise, which the guide forces 
on your notice as you proceed, serves only to create 
a tiresome di8tra.ction of the attention, by introducing 
ideas peculiarly ill suited to a scene, in which na- 
ture is working alone in power and beauty, regard- 
less of the existence of man and his passions. 
There is scarcely a turn in the cavern which does 
not present, some curious specimen of her sportive 
creation, at one time imitating the folds of gorgeous 
drapery ; at another, representing a water-fall, which 
seems to have been suddenly converted into marble $ 
here she has chiselled out the model of a Gothick 
oratory ; there adorns a large sitting-room, with 
flowers and rural implements. The larger columns, 
being hollow, give out, when forcibly struck, a deep 
and melodious sound, which heard in the remoter 
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caverns, has the effect of fine muiick. What a Py- 
thian dwelling for old superstition I"^ 

I found very good quarters at Staunton, and spent 
the evening agreeably, in company with a young 
American sailor^ who had served at the Battle of* 
Plattsburg. He related some anecdotes, which bad 
fallen under bis own observation, of the be^vi«u 
of imprest seamen, which induced me to wisli t! * 
rotten portion of our naval system exterminatrd* 
While coping with inferiour foes, some cfrrours may 
be afforded, but when '' Greek meets Greek," the 
careless fastening of a vizor-clasp may decide the 
contest. 

Betwixt Staunton and Lexitagton, the villages 
have a mean appearance. At Middlebrook, while 
my horse n^as feeding, several of the inhabitants 
collected round my waggon, and finding it of a 
fashion unusual in their country, concluded I could 
be no ordinary person, so they begged to know if 
I W2(s not the showman, who had been exhibiting 
in the neighbourhood, and whose fame had pre- 
ceded his arrival at this .village: upon my assuring 
them I was no such distinguished character, (for I 
believe the inquiry rather implied a compliment,) 
they contented themselves with taking notes and 
dimensions of my equipage, and we civilly parted. 
The valley narrows towards Lexington, and the face 
of the country becomes an consequence more wild 
and uneven, being broken into paps and short hills, 
shooting out from the North, and Blue ridges, and 
thus presenting a suivcession of deeply wooden glens 
and mountain, very agreeable after the level uni- 
formity of the upper part of the valley. Lexing- 
ton is a brhk-lqpking little town, and having a col- 
lege, is the literary capital of the upper parts of 

''' I found t^e beat of the Cavern oppressive ; it was a sharp 
frost without, the thermometer at 30** ; in Washington's HaU ' 
it rose to 64^ ; the vapour from within had complete^ thaw- 
ed the Vicinity of the entrance. 
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Virginia. Arriving ^early in the day, I inquired for 
a saddle horse to ride over ta the Natural Bridge ; 
the landlord of the tavern at which I stopped im- 
mediately set out with me in search of one, and I ^ 
reached the Bridge tavern, as it is called, the same 
evening. I found it a substantial stone house, and 
all in a bustle, for a party of young men had met to 
have a danc« ; they were, however, scantily sup- 

Elied with partners^ the ladies of the neighbourhood 
aving, either from caprice or -devotion, for the most 
part declined their invitation ; they, however, used 
merrily the means they had. While the amuse- 
ments were going on in the publick room, I -walked 
into the parlour, to be a littlf out of the noise ; an 
ungracious term, but the mirth in which we have no 
share, will sometimes sound harshly, and so it did 
to other ears than mine, though « for a different rea- 
son. In this same parlour, I found a square erect 
figure^ in a brimmed hat, and primitive suit of dark 
sniiif-colour, pacing up and down with a sourness 
of aspect, which, had I not been subsequently en- 
lightened as to its cause, I might have ascribed to a 
fit of the cholick : he had already enunciated the 
perturbed condition of the inward mat), by several 
emphatick ohs, and groans, when a merr^, respec- 
table looking Irishman, whom I had observed a prin- 
cipal promoter of the revels, tripped in, and pre- 
sently addressing himself rather to the thoughts 
than the words, of my dplorous snuff-coloured friend, 
observed, "Now for my soul, I ^cannot feee any dif- 
ference whether we jump about to the cat-gut, or sit 
still with our hands before us ; the time is but spent 
one way as well as the other.'* ** The difference" 
retorted the saint, (for such be now proved himself 
to be,) " is that the one can be done to the glory 
to God, and the other cannot." Alas! for the glory 
of the Almighty, which one half of mankind be- 
lieves itself able to exalt by jumping about, and the 
other half by sitting still. This sour fanaticism is^ 
however, gaining great ground in the States. 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 222 

I 

CHAPTER XXXIV. 

THE NATURAL BRIDGE. 

To describe the Natural Bridge in any other words 
than those of Mr. Jefferson, would imply a stronger 
feeling of its beauty, or a greater power of descrip- 
tion than his : I pretend to neither, and a good quo- 
tation is better than original insipidity. 

"The Natural Bridge, the most sublime of Na- 
ture's works, is on the ascent of a hill, whiclv seems 
to have been cloveifthrough its length by some great 
convulsion. The fissure just at the bridge is by 
some admeasurements 270 feet deep, by others, only 
205 : it is about forty-five feet wide at the bottom^ 
and ninety feet at the top ; this of course determines 
the length of the bridge, and its height above the 
water. Its breadth in the middle is about sixty feet, 
but more at the ends, and the thickness of the mass 
at the summit of the arch, about forty feet. A part 
of this thickness is constituted by a coat of earth, 
which gives growth to many large trees: the resi- 
due, with the hill on both sides, is one solid rQck of 
limestone. The arch approaches the semi-elliptical 
form ; but the longer axis of the ellipsis, which would 
be the chord of the arch, is many times longer than 
the transverse. Though the sides of this bridge 
are provided, in some parts, with a parapet of fixed 
rocks, yet few men have the resolution to walk to 
them, and look over into the abyss. You involun- 
tarily fall upon your hands and feet, creep to the 
parapet, iand peep over it. Looking down from this 
height about a minute gave me a violent headach. 
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If the view from the top be painful and intolerable, 
that from below is delightful in an equal extreme. 
It is impossible for the emotions arising from the 
sublime to be felt beyond what they are here : so 
beautiful an arch, so elevated, so light, and spring- 
ing up as it were to heaven ! The rapture of the 
spectator is realty indescribable ! The fissure con- 
tinuing narrow, deep, and straight, for a considerable 
distance above and below the bridge, opens a short, 
but very pleasing view, of the North Mountain on 
the one side, and the Blue Ridge on the other, at 
the distance, each of them, of about five miles. The 
stream passing under the bridge is callec} Cedar 
Creek. It is a water of James' River, and suffi- 
cient, in the dryest seasons, to turn a grist-mill, 
though its fountain is not more than two miles above.'' 
— Notes, p. 34. 

Mr. Jefferson prudently abstains from building 
any hypothesis as to the origiu of this natural won- 
der : the Marquis de Chastellux has more chivalrous- 
ly made the attempt, by supposing that after the 
draining of the larger valleys by the escape of their 
Waters through the mountain gaps, the little valley 
of Cedar Creek served as a partial reservoir, dam- 
med up by the rock of the natural bridge, the under 
part of which they undermined, and so formed the 
arch. It is difficult, however, to conceive how a 
body of water contained within this little ravine, 
and consequently in a quiescent state, could have 
force enough to break, or mine through a mass of 
rock sixty feet in thickness: besides, this hypothe- 
sis still leaves the extraordinary circumstance of a 
wall of these dimensions crossing the valley, unac- 
counted for. Mr. Jefferson, in observing on Don 
Ulloa's description of a similar break in the pro- 
vince of Anjarez, in South America, inclines to the 
opinion that in both cases the effect had been pro- 
duced by some sudden convulsion ; a less favourite, 
because, perhaps, a more simple hypothesis than 
the former. Mr. Jefferson is the proprietor of the 
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Natural Bridge, and commoDlj makes a visit once in 
the year, " to look upon its beauty."* 

Betwixt Lexington and the bridge there are some 
grand features of scenery, . particularly at the mill 
and village of Buffalo Creek. Betwixt Lexington 
and Wayenesborough, I found the roads miry, and 
the country heavy ; the villages few, and not very 
pleasiqg in their appearance ; but in fact, the sea- 
son for the picturesque was gone by, and toiling 
through dark plasby woods began to be tiresome 
work* I slept a night at the tavern of Rock-fish 
Gap, and from the heights above the house, enjoy- 
ed a last view of the valley and mountain country on 
one hand, while on the other I looked down into 
the lowlands, over an immense landscape of fertile 
country. The soil on this side the ridge, is a tenacious 
red clay, "just," says Volney, "like the soil of 
Aleppo," and continues such most of the way to 
Richmond. 

^From the Bridge it is foorteen miles to the Peaks of 
Otter. In the maps the distaDce exceeds forty miles. I 
found basaltick stones scattered in great abundance abont a 
mile from the bridge. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 



MONTICELLO. 

IxAviNG an introduction to Mr. JeQerson, I ascend- 
ed bis little mountain on a fine morning, which gave 
the situation its due effect. The whole of the sides 
and base are covered with forest, through which 
roads have been cut circularly, so that the winding 
maj be shortened or prolonged at pleasure : the sum- 
mit is an open lawn, near to the south side ot which 
the house is built, with its garden just descending 
the brow : th^ saloon, or central hall, is ornamented 
with severa^ pieces of antique sculpture, Indian arms, 
Mamn^ioth bones, and other curiosities collected from 
various parts of the Union. 1 found Mr. Jefferson 
tali in person, but stooping and l^an with old age, 
thus exhibiting that fortunate mode of bodily decay, 
which strips the frame of its most cumbersome parts, 
leaving it still strength of muscle and activity of limb. 
His deportment was exactly such as the Marquis de 
Chastellux describes it, above thirty years ago : 
" At first serious, n?iy even cold," but in a very 
short time relaxing into a most agreeable amenity ; 
with an unabated flo\^ of conversation on the most in- 
teresting topicks, discussed in the most gentlemanly 
and philosophical manner. I walked with himl-ound 
his grounds, to visit his pet trees, and improvements 
of various kinds : during the walk, he pointed out to 
my observation a conical mountain, rising singly at 
the edge of the southern horizon of the landscape : 
its distance he said, was 40 miles, and its dimensions 
those of the greater Egyptian pyramid ; so that it ac- 

29 
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curatelj represents the appearance of the pyrainid at 
the same distance; (here is a small cleft TisibleoD its 
summit) through whirh, the true meridian of Monti- 
cello exactly passes : its most singular property, bow- 
ever, is, that on di'tferent bccasions St looms, or alters 
its appearance, becoming sometimes cylindrical, 
sometimes square, and sometimes assuming the form 
of an inverted cone. Mr. Jt^iferson had not beea 
able to connect this phenomenon with any particular 
season, or state of the atmosphere, except, that it 
inost commoiily occurred in the forenoon- He ob- 
served, thkt i! WSis not only wholly unaccounted for 
by the law$ of vision, but that It had hot as yet eh- 
jgaged the attention of philosophers so far as to ac- 
quire a name ; that 6f looming, being in fact, a terin 
appHed by sailors, to Appearances ol a similar kind al 
bea. The Bhie Mountains are also observed to loom, 
though not in so remarkable a degree.* 

It must be interesting to recall and preserve the 
political sentiments of a man who has held so distin- 
guished a station in pubtick life as Mr. Jefferson* 
He seemed to consider much of the freedom and hap- 
piness of America to arise from local circumstances. 
** Our population," he observed, " has an elasticitv^ 
by which it would fly off from oppressive taxation. 
lie instanced the beneficial effects of a free govem- 
inent, in the case of New Orleans, where many pro- 

SHetors who were in a state of indigence under the 
ominion of Spain, have risen to sudden wealth, 
solely by the rise in the value of land, which followed 
a change 6f government. Their ingenuity in me- 
chanical inventibns, agricultural improvements, and 
that mass of general information to be found among 
Americans of all ranks and conditions, he ascribed to 
that ease of circu'mstances, which afforded them lei- 
jiiire to cultivate their minds, after the cultivation of 

* Vide, for a more detaiTed account bf this phenomenon, ia 
Ntft«8 to Vik^ma, p. 122. ' 
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ly been surprised to find matbctm^tic^ and othier 
useful works in bouses, wbicb seemed to liave little 
pretention to tbe hjxurj of iearoUtg* Another cause, 
Mr. JeSerson ob^ervedf might be di^covei^^d in thf 
nianj court and county meetings, 9^hir.b brqpght Qieo 
irequeatiy together on publick bii^iue^s, and tbuf 
gave them h^^ts, both of thinicing and of expressing 
tbeir thoughts on subjects, which in other countriei 
are confined to the consideration of Ibe privileged 
few. Mr. Jefferson has not the reputation of being 
very friendly to England : we shoiild) however, ba 
aware, that a partiality in this respect U not absolute-' 
|y the duty of an American citizen ; neittier is it to. 
be expected that the policy of our governtaent should 
be regarded in foreign countries, with the same com- 
placency with which it is looked upon by ourselves : 
but whatever may be his sentiments in Ibis respect, 
politeness naturally repressed any offensive expr^a- 
fiion of them : he talked of our affairs wijh candourt 
end apparent good will, though leaning, perhaps, to 
Ibe gloomier side of the picture. He did oot per- 
ceive by what means we pould be extric9led from 
our present financial embarrassments, without dome 
kind of revolution in our government : on my reply- 
ing, that our habits were remarkably steady, and that 
great sacrifices would be made to {irevent a violent 
^catastrophe, he acceded to the observation, but der 
aaanded, if those who made the sacrifices, would not 
require some political ireformation in return. His re- 
ougnance was strongly marked to tfae despollck prin- 
ciples of Bonaparte, and be seemed tp consider 
S^rance under Louis XVl. a^ scarcely capable of a re- 
publican form of government; but added, that the 
present generation of Frenchmen had grown up with 
sounder notions, wbich would probably leap to their 
emancipation. Relative io the light in which he 
iriewB the conduct of the Allied Sovereigns, I cannot 
do better than insert a letter of fait to Dr. Logan, 
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dated 1 8th October, 1815| and publiihed in the Ame- 
rican Newspapers : 

" Dear Sir^ — I thank you for the extract in yonm 
of August 1 6th, respecting the Emperour Alexander. 
It arrived here a day or two after I had left this place, 
from which I hate been absent about seven or eight 
weeks. I had from other information, formed the 
most favourable opinion of the virtues of the Empe- 
rour Alexander^ and considered his partiality to 
this country as a prominent proof of them. The 
magnanimity of his conduct on the first capture of 
Paris, still magnified every thing we had believed of 
him ; but how he will come out of his present trial, 
remains to be seen : that the sufferings which France 
had inflicted on other countries, justified some repri- 
sals, cannot be questioned, but I have not yet learn- 
ed what crimes Poland, Saxony, Belgium, Venice, 
Lombardy, and Genoa, had merited for them, not 
merely a temporary punishment, but that of perma- 
nent subjugation, and a destitution of independence 
and self-government. The fable of Msop and the 
Lion dividing the spoils, is, I fear, becoming true 
history, and the moral code of Napoleon and the En- 
glish government, a substitute for that of Orotius, of 
Puffendorf, and even of the pure doctrines of the 
gre^t author of our own religion. We were safe our- 
selves from Bonaparte, because be had not the Bri- 
tish fleets at his command. We were safe from' the 
British fleets, because they had Bonaparte at their 
back, but the British fleets, and the conquerors of 
Bonaparte, being now combined, and the Hartford 
nation drawn off to them, we have uncommon reason 
to look to our own affairs. This, however, I leave to 
others, offering prayers to Heaven, the only contri- 
bution of old age, for the safety of our country. Be 
so good as to present' me affectionately to Mrs. Lo- 
gan, and to accept, yourself, the assurance of my es- 
teem and respect. 

" T. Jeffersoic." 
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The sam^ anxietj for his country's independence 
seems to have led him to a change of opinion on the 
relative importance of manufactories in America, He 
thus expresses himself, in answer to an address from 
the American society for the encouragement of mafiu- 
factdries:/M have read with great satisfaction, the 
eloquent pamphlel you were so kind as to send me, 
and sympathize with every line of it. 1 was once a 
doubter, whether the labour of the cultivator, aided 
by the creative powers of the earth itself, would not 
produce more value than that of the manufacturer 
alone, and unassisted by the dead subject on which 
he acte4; in other words, whether the more we could 
bring into action of the energies of our boundless ter- 
ritory, in addition to the iabour of our citizens, the 
more would not be our gain. But the inventions of 
the latter ^imes, by labour-saving machines, do as 
much now for the manufacturer, as the earth for the 
cultivator. Experience too, has proved that mine 
was but half the question ; the other half is, whether 
dollars and cents are to be weighed in the scale against 
real independence. . The question is then solved, at 
least so far as respects our own wants. 1 much fear 
the effect on our infant establishment, of the policy 
avowed by Mr. Brougham, and quoted in the pam- 
phlet. Individual British merchants may lose by the 
late immense importations ; but British commerce and 
manufactories in the mass will gain, by beating down 
the competition of ours in our pwn markets, &c." 

The conversation turning on American history, 
Mr. Jefferson related an anecdote of the Abb^ Ray- 
nal, which serves to shew how history, even when it 
calls itself philosophical, is written. The Abl e was 
in company with Dr. Franklin, and several Ameri- 
cans at Paris^ when mention chanced to be made of 
bis anecdote of Polly Baker, related in his sixth vol- 
ume, upon which one of the company observed, that 
no such law as that alluded to in the story, existed 
in New England : the Abbe stoutly maintained the 



Digitized by 



Google 



S30 MOKTUBLLO. 

authenticify of hi§ tale, when Dr. Fraaklni, wba kad 
bilherlo remained silent, said, ^* I can account for al( 
this ; you took the anecdote from a newspaper, of 
which I was at that time editor, and, happening to be 
very short of news, i composed and inserted the 
whole story.'* " Ah ! D«><;jlor," said the AbM mak- 
ing a true French retreat, ^* I had rather have youp 
stories, than other men's truths." 

,Mr. Jefferson preferred Botta's Italian History of 
4he American Revolution, to any that had yet ap- 
peared, reraarkina;, however, the inaccuracy of the 
speeches. Indeed, the true history of that period 
seems to be generally considered 4s lost : A re- 
markable letter on this point, lately appeared in print, 
from the venerable Mr. John Adams, to a Mr. Niles, 
who had solicited his aid to collect and publish a 
body of revolutionary speeches. He says, " Of all 
the speeches made in Congress, from 1774 to 1777, 
incUjsive, of both years, not one sentence remains, ex- 
cept a few periods of Dr. Witherspoon, printed in 
bis works.'' His concluding sentence is very strong. 
** In plain English, and in a few words, Mr. Niles, I 
consider the true history of the American revolution,, 
and the establishment of our present constitutions, as 
los,t for ever ; and nothing but misrepresentations, 
or partial accounts of it, will ever be recovered." 

I slept a night at Monticello, and left it in the 
morning, with such a feeling as the traveller quits 
the mouldering remains of a Orecian temple, or the 
pilgrim a fountain in the desert. It would indeed 
argue great torpor, both of understanding and heart, 
to have looked without veneration and interest, on 
the man who drew Hip the declaration of American 
Independence ; who shared in the councils by which 
ber freedom was established ; whom the unbought 
voice of his fellow-citizens called to the exercise of a 
dignity, from which his own moderation impelled 'him, 
when such example was most salutary, to withdraw ; 
and who, while be dedicates the ev^ug of bis gle* 
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riouB days to the pursuits of science And literature, 
tbuns none of the humbler duties of private life ; but, 
having filled a seat higher than that of kings, suc« 
ceeds with graceful dignity to that of the good neigh- 
bour, and becoikies tfre friendly adviser, lawyer, phy- 
sician, and even gardener of- his vicinity. This is 
the ^* still smaU voice" of philosophy, deeper and 
holier than the lightnings and earthquakes which 
have preceded it. What monarch would venttire 
thus to exhibit himself in the nakedness of his huma;- 
nity ? On what royal biow would the laurel replace 
the diadem ? But they who are born and educated 
to be kings, are not expected to be philosophers. 
This is a just answer, though no great compliment 
either to the governours or the governed. 

My travels had nearly terminated at the Rivan*" 
n^h, which flows at the foot of Monticello : in trying 
to ford it, my horse and waggon were carried dowa 
the stream : I escaped with my servant, and by the 
fud of Mr. Jeflf*erson*s domesticks, we finally suc- 
ceeded in extricating my equipage from a watery 
grave. The road to Richmond follows the James 
River, and has few features to attract notice. There 
are no towns, and very few villages. Of the taverns, 
I have only to remark, that Mrs. Tisley*s is a clean, 
Comfortable house, and that Mr. Powell is a very 
civil landlord. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 



RICHMOND. 

" Richmond," says the author of "Letters from 
Vii,j;inia," (and I prefer the lively tints of his pen- 
cil to rny own wintry colouring,) " is situated on 
the north bank of James River, about a hundred and 
twenty miles from its mouth, at the Falls, or head 
of tide water. It is built chiefly upon two lofty hills, 
the northern of which is called Sbockoe, (some In- 
dian name I suppose,) and the southern, Richmond. 
The former of- these furnishes a fine extensive plain 
on its summit, and is the principal seat for dwelling- 
houses, the Capitol, and other publick buildings of 
the city. The two hills are separated by a large 
valley, which again is divided by a little stream that 
runs murmuring through it, till it falls into the river 
at the foot of them ; and parallel to the James is a 
long street, perhaps more than a mile in length, 
chiefly built up with brick houses, for store's and 
other purposes, hence called the brick row. ^In a 
line with this, and still nearer to the river, are small- 
er streets of less importance, principally occupied 
by warehouses, and, at the end of it, lies the port for 
vessels at the head of the navigation, which they 
call Rocketts. The situation of the place is pictur- 
esque and beautiful beyond my expectation, even 
after all I had heard of it. The river before the 
town, is about half a mile wide, and is obstructed, 
not only by the rocks, which constitute the Falls, 
but by several wild and fanciful islands, among which 
it flows with a loud and agreeable murmur, very 
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audible in the stillness of the night. Before you, on 
the opposite side, lies the neat little village of Man- 
chester, with its fine green fields and meadows, 
skirted with fgroves of woods, and rising bills, that 
seem to undulate in the western horizon. Below, 
the stream having disengaged itself from (he rocks, 
Sfteals silently away from your eye, hiding itself 
among the trees, and appearing again at a little dis- 
tance, shining in the sun, and reflecting the white 
sails of coming and departing vessels on its -silver 
bosom. Besides all this, the neighbourhood abounds 
with the finest walks, prospects, groves, and, in 
' short, every convenience for sighing, that the lover 
or the poet could desire." As a drawback to 
these beauties, ^'the private houses are generally 
without taste. They arie indeed, for the most part, 
built of coarse bricks, blackened by being burnt wifh 
i^oal) which gives rather a sombre air to (he town, 
in spite of all the glitter of wealth and fasbton In 
(he streets. With the publick buildings too^ where 
more might be^expected, the case is not a gr^at deal 
better. Thp Governour's house is but an ordinary 
affair at best. The Capitol, indeed, (though it will 
nojt bear ia critical eye,) standing on the brow of the 
Shockoe hill, and overlooking the surrounding city, 
and country, presents a fine bold object ip the pic- 
ture from almost every direction. Its interiour is di- 
vided into various apartments for the jpublicjk of- 
fices, courts, and the two houses of the Greneral As- 
sembly. These are spacious and convenient enough ^ 
but withput any peculiar elegance. In the anti- 
chamber, or passage, is a fine marble statue of 
Washington, executed by our countryman, H^tidon, 
10 bis best style. Opposite to it, in a piche in the 
wall, stands a bust of tjl^e Marques ^La Fayette, pro- 
bably by the same artist. It is, perhaps, a strong 
proof of the veneration in which th^ originals are 
held, that the sculptures are not mutilatied, though 
they are works of taste. W^th regard to the in«- 
30 
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habitants (alirays the best or worst part of a citj,) 
I am sorrj (o saj they are not exactly to my taste ; 
that is, not all of them. Perhaps, indeed, I am hard- 
ly well enough acquainted (o form a correct judg- 
ment at present ; but I must confess they do not 
strike me very agreeably at first sight. At least, the 
higher classes (as they doubtless consider themselves 
in spite of their republican government) appear to 
have put on a set of manners by which they proba- 
bly design to please themselves, for they surely can- 
. not intend to please any body else. These generally 
live in a state of ambitious rivalship with one another, 
each endeavouring to surpass his neighbour in fiish- 
ion and folly, a very unprofitable contest at best. 
After these gentry, however, (who, indeed, are chief- 
ly of foreign extraction, I believe,) you may meet 
with many. of the true old Virginia breed, frank, 
generous, and hospitable, whom it is a real pleasure 
to shake py the hand. For the ladies, they are 
generally like the rest of their fair countrywomen, 
aad certainly exhibit a great deal, if not ^ all, that 
the eye looks for, and the heart desires in woman.' " 
— Letter xxi. 

It is not to be expected that my experience of a 
week empowers me either to confirm, or refute, this 
censure : as far, however, as it went, I found the in- 
habitants of Richmond polite and affable, and well 
disposed to admit strangers to their societies and 
amusements. 

Of the Virginian character, generally, my impres- 
sions were not fafvourable. They seem, especially 
the plantation^ bred Virginians, to have more preten- 
sion than good sense : the insubordination, in which 
they glory, both to parental and scholastick authority, 
produces, as might be expected, a petulance of man- 
ner, and frothiness of intellect, very unlike what we 
may imagine of the old Romans, to whom, in their 
modesty, the Virginians affect to compare themselves. 
— Having given four Presidents to the United States, 
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they are^fain to suppose they have obtained a mono- 
poly of genius, as well as of power> and hold in true 
rtegal disdain the honeet simplicity of their Yankey 
brethren. These observations do not, however, 
apply to the inhabitants of the Upper Country, who 
seem to be generally a race of ptain industrious farm- 
ers, with both the sound sense, and unaffected man- 
ner, peculiar to this class of people throughout the 
Union. 

As the Virginians feel destined to govern, and as 
persuasion is a necessary instrument for this purpose, 
eloquence is their favourite study ; but one of their 
contrymen is best able to describe their efforts and 
success : — " The people of this State insist upon it, 
that they Have the patent right for making speeches. 
[Eloquence, indeed, (of some sort or other) is almost 
the only road to fame and influence in the State. 
Every youth, of course, who has been led to believe 
that he has any talents at all, immediately turns his 
whole attention to the science of spouting. The 
consequence is, that the land is literally over-run 
with orators of all sorts and sizes, almost as numerous 
and noisy as the frogs in the plague of Egypt. — In the 
first place, we have the political spouters, who are found 
in every hole and corner of the favoured land ; but 
particularly in the court-yard and tavern. The ta- 
vern, especially, seems to be a very favourite haunt for 
these young orators ; whether it is that the long porch 
invites them by certain classical associations, from 
its resemblance to the schools* of some among the 
ancient rhetoricians; or rather, as others sup- 

!)ose, that the bar-room contains some secret stimu- 
ants of eloquence, more sovereign than all the pre- 
cepts of Quintilian. It is, indeed, very amusing to 
hear one of these talking Jacks (as you may call 
them,) when it has been properly screwed up, seated 
by the fire, and unwinding itself in long discourses 
upon liberty, the rights of man, the freedom of the 
seas, general suffrage, or something of that sort. Its 



Digitized tiy 



Google 



236 RICHMOND. 

whole conversation is one incessant harangue. In- 
deed, to speak sirictlj, it never converses at alt; 
but declaims upon you without any reasonable allow- 
. ance for the delicacy of your ears. And yet, really 
- when it cocks its fe«t up against the mantle-piece, 
its favourite oratorical attitude, and lets out, as they 
call it, you can form no idea how eloquent it is. — 
Next in order to these come the * Fourth of July 
Orators,* or as they would doubtless prefer to b^ 
styled, the « Orators of the Human Race.* These 
are men who set up once a year (generally in very 
hot weather) to proclaim their independence with ^ 
loud voice, and abuse the British con amore. In 
fact, they sometimes carry their malice so far, as to 
vent their spite upon the very language they speak 
in, its unoffending parts of speech, and innocent rules 
of syntax,. only because they are Englidh, I presume. 
Nothing seems to be requisite for the perfection of 
these things, but a plenty of hard names, ^buse against 
tyranny and oppression, a panegyrick upon liberty, 
and five or six apostrophes to the dead heroes of 
the'revoIutiQU ; the whole accompanied with an en- 
tire new set of niouths and faces made on purpose 
for the occasion. Add to this, the words selected 
for this service must all be as long as possible, s^s- 
quipedalia verba ; or tri-syllables at least ; and none 
under that siz^ should be received, any more than 
a man under six feet could have been admitted into 
the King of Prussia's tall regiment. I dan only sray 
of them, as poor Desdemona said of the mad speech- 
es of her jealous husband, 

** 1 understand a fury io the words ; 
" But riot the words — " 

<'But besides these engaging speakerSi we have 
still another class of orators, called Sladg-whangers, 
who are also sometimes known by the name of Stump- 
orators, from their generally cboosbg to deliver 
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their harangtieis from the sfiimp of a free, or a horse- 
block, or some othier appropriate place of this sort* 
For you must know, the^e are the men t?ho under- 
take to regulate elections, and to change the Votes 
ifi the court-yard, before the opening of the poH. I 
have observed they are all passionately fond of the 
Word Republican ; which seems to eomprlse aH the 
Excellence of oratory in itself, and is generally look- 
ed upon as a very good substitute for both reasofl 
and common sense." — 'Letters from Virginia, — Let- 
ter xxii- 

The same lively writer thus describes the impor- 
tation of foreign impostors, who play off on the cre- 
dulity of his countrymen : 

" All the nations of Europe are very generous to 
us in this way, and we have no right to complain of 
any of them for not furnishing its full quota. In- 
deed, they all seem to pity our poor republicanism, 
and very cheerfully club their mites to give us a de- 
cent stock of their cast-off gentry, to keep up our 
credit Jn the world. Our old friend. Great Britain, 
io particular, is very good to us indeed. Perhaps 
she thinks it but right to make us some amends foe 
the shabby population she gave us to begin with. 
However this may be, she is certainly most bountiful 
in her supplies of great men : though to be sure she 
does not send her grand dignitaries themselves, but 
only their cousins and acquaintances, — good enough 
for our market. Thus we can shew men who have 
corrected the speeches of Pitt, at his own request, 
rattled a box with Charles, or even betted against the 
Prince of Wales at Newmarket ; but, after all, these 
are little fellows by the side of the French marquisses 
and marshals of the empire." — Letter xxiii. 

This cullability of Virginians the writer attributes 
to vanity, and a passion for whatever comes from 
Europe, to which they are still in the habit of look- 
ing up for models in every thing : — " Above all," 
he adds, " Republicans as they are, they 'have a hu- 
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man hankering after lords and gentry ; and, as beg- 
gars must never be choosers, it is right for them to 
put up with such as they can get.'' — Letter xxiii. 

Let me close these extracts (and they contain, per- 
haps, no little satirical exaggeration) with a trait of 
feeling, which, as an Englishman, I cannot but con- 
sider as' honourable to the Virginian character. The 
Attorney General of the State, at a late publick din- 
ner, gave as a toast, ^' Wilson, Bruce, and Hutchin- 
son ! The age of chivalry is not past, nor the glory 
of Europe extinguished for ever/' 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 



RICHMOND TO CHARLESTON. 



Jan. 17th, 



18tI^ 



19th, 
20tb, 
21st, 



;22d, 



23d, 



24th, 



Mancrsstir . 
Peterebiirg 
Billings Tavern 
Harrisville 
Percival's Tavern 
Ohol8on*8 Tavern 
North Carolina 
Warreuton 
Louisburg 
Adcock's Tavern 
Raleigh . 
Averisboro' 
Fayetteville . 
Counsel 1*8 Tavern 
Lumberton 
Rowland^s Tavern 
iSoutA Carolina 
Wewtome's Tavern 
Stage house 
G. Pedee River 
Lynch's Creek 
China Grove . 
Black River . 
Georgetown 
Santee River . 
Tweden Cottons 
Wapelaw Church 
Greenwich 
Charleston 



1 1-2 Miles 

22 12 
9 

23 1-2 
11 14 

9 12 
13 3 4 
16 3 4 
25 

15 1-2 

16 14 
35 

25 1-2 
15 14 
W 1-2 
13 3-4 

6 3-4 
11 3-4 

13 34 

14 12 
4 12 

15 1-2 

7 12 
14 

15 3-4 

10 14 

17 1-2 
14 3-4 

3 3-4 



421 3-4 



Ji. GLANC6 at the foregoing table indicates the state 
of the country. The stages are no longer marked 
by towns and villagee, but by solitary taverns and 
stage-houses. The best part of the country lies be- 
twixt Petersburg and Fayetteville, being within the 
limits of the granite ledge : the soil is a mixture of 



Digitized by 



Google 



240 RICHMOND TO CHARLESTON. 

sand and claj, lolerably fertile : the woods are gene- 
rally of oak, hickory, and walnut, with here and there 
pine-barrens, and swamps: — but I can say little of 
I he state or appearance of the Garolinas, for at 
Richmond I exchanged my convenient Dearborn for 
a seat in the mail, to be conveyed at its discretion to 
Charleston* , 

In New England they have adopted the fashion of 
our stage-coaches ; but the primitive " democratical 
machine" is still used in the Southern states ; to em- 
bark in one of which is rio light service, for they 
break down on an average twice a week, so that the 
wrecks and the maimed are always to be found on the 
road. Betwixt Richmond and Petersburg all was 
well : the weather was fine, and our horses ran avray 
but twice, killed but one pig, and lamed but one pas- 
senger : but on the morning of the 18th the wind 
came from south to north-west, and brought down 
the thermometer to 14^ with a heavy fall of snow, in 
which we set off in the dark, packed in every posture 
of purgatory^ with trunks, packages and elbows, 
squeezing and distorting our shivering limbs, while 
we were, at the same time, cheered with the anticipa- 
tion of being upset among the holes and swamps, 
which, now concealed by snow^ were to be guessed 
at in the dark by our negro coachman, who, to do 
him justice, pjanaged the matter with what seemed to 
me, miraculous dexterity. I was not sorry to halt at 
Warrenton, and await the next day's mail ; but in one 
night the Roanoke was frozen over, and the ferry 
stopped, so I went on to Fox's tavern, near Louis- 
burg, in a private conveyance with a'gentleman I fell 
in with at the tavern. 

I had occasion, during this part of my journey, to 
feel the truth of a common remark, that 6ne suffers 
more through cold in a temperatCi or even warm cli- 
mate, than in a cold one. The cold in Canada is so 
completely subdued by stove^ within, and furs with- 
out doors, that it seldom causes incoflveDience ; where- 
as in Carolina, where I expected to have escaped 
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its dominioD, it made travelKng bigblj distgreeable^ 
The houses are all built of scantling, and are worse 
than any thing in the form of dwellings, but the ne* 
gro huts; for they are penetrable at every cre- 
vice ; while, from the usual mildness of the weather, 
doors have become altogether released from the duty 
of being shut. Indeed they have seldom a latch, 
and Mr. Fox, to whom I was deploring this neglect, 
observed, that they generally considered a door's 
being shut as a sign nobody was at home, it must, 
however, be noticed, that they had not, for many 
years, experienced such a severe cold as the presentv 
The crew of a schooner, on lake Ponchartrain, was 
frozen to death on the 1 8th. On the same day the 
mercury descended, af Baltimore, to 6^ below zero, 
a more intense cold than was ever remembered to 
have been felt there. At Charleston it was down to 
17% and 1 found all the orange-trees with their fruit 
looking as if seared by fire. Near Raleigh a man 
was frozen to death on the 19th, yet, when I waa 
there, on the 2l8t, the thermometer rose to 71^ 

Raleigh is the capital of North Carolina, and seems 
a clean, little country town. At one end of the prin- 
cipal, or rather, only street, stands the Governour't 
brick-house, and at the other the senate, or court- 
house, surrounded by a grass plot neatly laid out. 
The houses are small, and built of scaoUing* Some 
of them have their foundations of the talcous granite 
of the ledge, which is the only stone in the country. 
The total want of lim^dtone, and scarcity of brick 
earth, render it e«tremely diflScult and expensive, 
to give buildings any degree of stability. The stage 
stops half a day at Raleigh, which enabled me to 
have a morning's quail sbooting with two gentlemen, 
one of whom had fallen in love with my pointer, cm 
my alighting hi the tavern ; and if any conclusioo 
'can be drawn from two chance specimens, society 
at Raleigh is by no means in a pitiable condition. 

At Fayetteville the road again crosses the granite 
ledge, and traverses a desolate tract of awamp a«d 
31 
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sandy pine-wooTIs to Qeorgetowo. lo all this dis- 
tance, Lumfoerton is the onlj .clump of bouses to 
which courtesy can apply the name of a village : 
the tavern. here is kept by a general of militia, who 
seemed, indeed, to have more of the spirit of the sol- 
dier than of the landlord, for he declined taking pay- 
ment for the refreshment he very civilly prepared 
for me. A tract of country like the above can have 
little variety of scenery ; the heavy dreariness of the 
pine-barrens was, however, sometimes relieved by 
the verdure of the swamps, which were covered with 
t>right evergreens, through which the road frequent- 
ly ran for some distance, as through a park shrub- 
bery. 

Our passage of the Pedee was picturesque enough^ 
but the colouring was" something too sombre to be 
beautiful : we approached the river at night ; several 
creeks were previously to be crossed ; a heavy show- 
er had fallen and frozen on its descent, so that every 
branch and twig was incased in ice : the banks of 
these creeks were high ; the bridges consisted mere- 
ly of pine-lo^ laid cross^ways, without parapet or 
railing ; they were now as slippery as glass, and the 
horses, as is usual in these sandy roads,* had no 
shoes. I was dozing in the dark when I was awaken- 
ed by the voice of the driver, vowing that, nothing 
should tempt him to encounter a danger like that he 
had just escaped. He had past one bridge, another 
remained, and he kept his vow : but what was to be 
done to escape sleeping in the woods ? The bridge' 
might be avoided by an old road through a swamp, 
supposed to be impassable : here, however, we were 
to make the attempt, ^ranches of pine were cut 
and lighted for torches, and we proceeded through 
the woods. After some mistakes and more oaths 
we found the bog, which indicated we were in the 
right way — "to be upset," I said to myself; but we 
dashed thrq^gh it up to the traces, with crash, whip, 
and halloo. Such Sn equipage^ in such a place, with 
the torches, and negroes, and harsh sounds, more 
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resembled a vehicle for the transport of the damned 
to their inferaal dwelling, than sr stage-coach in a 
rational country. Nor was the resemblance dimin- 
ished when we arrived at the river brink : a fire was 
kindled, and gleamed redlj on the black-looking 
stream below ; and after many blasts of the horn, , 
an old canoe, steered by a shivering negro, wrapt in 
a blanket, came to ferry us over : " Nochier della 
livida palude.** With difficulty we stowed ourselves 
into bis wet, crazy bark, and were landed in the 
mud on the opposite shore, wbenee we scrambled to 
the ferry-house and tavern. It was now four in the 
morning; a sharp visaged 6id woman was waiting 
our arrival, and had prepared a meal of no tempting 
aspect, which she chose to caH supper, and which 
it was expected passengers should pay for, if not 
«at. Tlie driver's man, who had crossed with us, 
now wanted to return : the old woman began to rouse 
the negro, who, shivering in the cold St of an ague, 
had crept to his but ; he replied to her shrill tones 
that he was too ill to come out, and should die if she 
forced him; ^^ You can die but once," said the bel- 
dame, ^*80 come you must." This man was an 
African, and could scarcely speak English intelligi- 
bly ; doabtless,,however, he felt the blessed exchange 
from ills own barbarous couiitry to a land of reason 
and liberty. 

A siaguiar peculiarity of vegetation marks the 
proximity of the coast. The trees within thirty 
miles of it are covered with a curious vegetable dra- 
pery, which hangs from them in long curling tendrils, 
of a gray or pale green colour. It bears a small blue 
tower, succeeded by a plumed seed, which adheres 
to the. bark of trees.. The live oak seems its most 
genial soil; but it suspends itself from trees and 
ahruba of every description ; and as it has no tenaci- 
ty, but hlings like loose gauze drapery, it probably 
does them no injury. The Carolinians use it for 
stuffing matrasses, and they observe it is never found 
without the range of the yellow fever. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIIL 



(^ARLESTON. 

Btrbeys unpaved and narrow, small wooden houMB, 
from among whkh risey in every quarter of the town, 
stately mansions, Mirrounded from top to bottom with 
broad verandas, and sianding within little gardens 
full of orange trees, palmettoes, and magnolias, are 
features which give CWleston an expression belongs 
big rather to the south of Europe, than to the Teuto* 
nick cities of the norths Perhaps, taking into 
view its large black papulation and glowing tempera- 
ture in January, it is not very unlike some of the 
cities on the Mediterrartean coast of Africa.^ In 
other respects It is a poble monument of what human 
avarice can^ effect : its soil is a barren burning sand ^ 
with a river on either side, overflowing into pestilen- 
tial marshes, which exhale a contagion so pernicious 
as to render sleeping a single night within its in- 
fluence, during the summer months, an experiment of 
the utmost hazard. Even the town is no place of re- 
fuge during the hottest part of the season : aH the in- 
habitants who can afford it, then fly to a barren sand- 
bank in the harbour, called Sullivan's Island, contMo* 
ing one well, and a few palmettoes : here they dweH 
in miserable wooden tenements, trembling in every 
storm, lest, (as very frecpiently happens,) their hid- 
ing places should be blown from over their heads, or 

* I observed anotber Orientalism ; the office of scavengers it 
filled by carrion vultures, who are protected by law for their 
services, and entitled to devour all offal under the guarantee 
6f the republic^. * 
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deluged by an ioundation of the sea. B«t wh^t wiH 
not men do, and bear, for monej ? These pestilential 
marshes are found to produce good rice, and the ad* 
jacent alluvions cotton ; true it is, no European frame 
couM support the labour of cultivation, but Africit 
can furnish slaves, and thus, amid contagion and suf- 
fering, both of oppressors and oppressed^faas Charles- 
ton become a wealthy city< — nay, a religious one 
too ; to judge by the number of churches built, build- 
ing, and to be built. 

I inquired the cause of what seemed to me an ano* 
maly in the history of planters, and was informed, 
that this devotional access came on abotH the period 
of the French revolution, in consequence of very se- 
vere i^arm kt the danger to which religion and social 
order were exposed. The Carolinians proceeded in 
coiisequence to amend their lives, not as a mere mo- 
ralist might have imagined, by amending their slave 
code, by providing for the instruction, and paving . 
the way for the total emancipation of the many thou- 
sands of their fellow-creatures, whom they held in 
stripes and bondage. This, indeed, would have 
been, to a certain extent, imitating the revolutionists 
themselves ; they therefore took, not only an easier 
course, but one they had reason to think much more 
acceptable, because a more personal compliment, to 
the Deity whom they professed to serve ; they built, 
and frequented many churches, heard, and read many 
sermons, and bought and sold their brethren as be- 
fore. 

Charleston ^s a great reputation for hospitality, a 
virtue very generally conceded to the Americans, 
even by those, who are willing to deny them 'every 
other : in my judgment, their fame in this respect, as 
much exceeds their deserving, as in most other cases 
it falls below it. Hospitality, in the true sense of the 
word, means that liberal entertainment, which spreads 
a couch and table for the stranger, merely because 
lie IB a stranger : this was the hospitality of the an- 
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cients, and is sf ill that of the Arabs, Tartars, and un- 
corrupted Indian tribes ; it was also that of the Ame- 
ricans themselves in a less advanced state of societj: 
Mr. Jefferson told me, that in his fathers time, it waa 
no uncommon thing for gentlemen to post their ser- 
rants on the main road, for the purpose of amicably 
way-laying, and bringing to their houses any travel- 
lers who might chance to pass. Of such violence not 
a particle is now to be apprehended, at least in the 
old States. While I was in the north, I was constant- 
ly told of the hospitality of the south : At Philadel- 
phia, I fond it ice-bound, at Baltimore there was in- 
deed a thaw, but at Washington the frost, probably 
from the congenial influence of politicks, was harder 
than ever ; the thermometer rose bqt little at Rich* 
mond, and, when I arrived at C!barle8ton, I was en- 
tertained, not with its own hospitality, but with an 
enlogium upon that of Boston. — I did not retrace my 
steps, to put the ntatter to proof. — The experience 
of an individual would not be very conclusive^ were 
hospitality a discriminating virtue ; but its essence is 
prodigality, and the name of stranger, the only requi- 
site.passport to its favour. Ot snch hospitality, the 
traveller will find nothing,^ except, indeed, his rank 
or character should be such, as to give an eclat to 
bis entertainers. The ordinary pilgrim must be con- 
tent, if his lettats of introduction procure him, as they 
certainly will, a courteous reception, and a dinner. 
He will alsQ find a r^ady and polite admission into 
general society. And this ought to satisfy him. 

'^^ If I have any where in my travels spoken of hospitality, it 
was for waat of a better word to express the politeness with 
which a stranger is occasionally entertained. Of true hospita- 
lity I met with hot two instances, one in a young Farmer, who 
lived on the Grand River, and who, tliough in very middling 
circumstances, inost liberally received and entertained aie, 
during my visit to ihe Indian Settlements. The other at Mrs. 
Nairn^s, where a table aud bed are always prepared tor travel- 
lers. I might» perhaps, make a thii*d of the rosy Priest of Les 
Eboulemens. 
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As long as there are taverns opert he has no claim, 
and everj civility is a inatter of graee. The human 
mind, is, however, slow to discard an opinion it haK 
once cherished. Hof^pitality is still talked of, both 
bj Americans and strangers, as if it were still alive. 
The free reciprocation of civilities betwixt citizens of 
different states, when connected by commercial or 
other ties, fosters the delusion. The New York 
merchant is liberally entertained at Charleston, and 
he of Charleston receives an adequate return of civi* 
lities at New York. This is not hospitality, but a 
mutual exchange, founded on mutual convenience. 
Let not, however, a change of customs lie considered 
a reproach. Society has, in all countries, moved 
through the same gradations, and each stage of its 
progress has been marked by its appropriate virtues, 
crimes, and follies. Hospitality belongs to that pe* 
riod, which in a certain^oint of view, is to be styled^ 
barbarous ; and would become a super-human virtue, 
w^e it to survive the moment when it ceases to be 
as pleasing to the entertainer as necessary to his 
guest. It probably still lingers on the banks of the 
Misisissippi, it will accompany the advanced guard of 
settlers down the shores of the Missouri ; be driven 
from thence to the neighbourhoocTof the Columbia, 
and finally drowned in the Pacifick. 

I sailed from Charleston on the 22d of February, 
and on the 30th of March welcomed the hills of my 
country. 
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No. I. 

OP SLAVERY IN THE UNITED STATES. 

There seems litde in slavery and slave dealing 
to captivate either the judgment or the heart, yet 
they nave always found advocates, not merely among 
desders and planters, but men who appear to love 
them for themselves : this too without any natural 
sympathy with cruelty, for many would shudder to 
inflict on an individual of fheir acquaintance, an iota 
of the suffering they uphold as fit to be the portion 
and daily bread of thousands, but from the influence 
of authority, prejudice, or from aniinaptitude to in- 
vestigate any subject beyond the line of their ordi- 
nary occupations. 

As such persons sc%ircely affect to reason, or in- 
quire, it is difficult to discover on what ground3 
they t^est their opinions : the few who pretend to 
speak from experience, have seldom more to urgtf 
than the experience of good West-India dinners ; and 
how can any thing be Wrong where people dine so 
well? The many, who have made up their minds 
by mere dint of not thinking on the matter, take, fast 
bold upon some one of the many bold falsehoods, or 
skilful sophisms, with which those interested in the 
traflBick are ever ready to furnish such a% find it 
32 
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troubleiome, or fancj it unsafe, to uae their own iin- 
derstaDdings ; — as for instance — 

Negro slaves are better off than the poorer classes 
in roan jT European countries^. — They are quite coa- 
tented with their situation, except when perverted 
by their pretended friends. — It is the proprietor's 
interest to use them well, and therefore he does use 
them well ; — or the abolitionists are methodists, ja- 
cobins, or enthusiasts, and therefore unfit to be 
trusted with reforms of any kind ; besides, slavery 
has existed time out of mind, and why is the present 
generation to pretend to more wisdom and humanity 
than their forefathers ? Their very good nature leads 
them to disbelieve most of the cruelties they hear 
related as connected with the slave-system, or should 
the evidence of particular facts occasionally over- 
power their prejudice, they readily admit, that as 
negroes are constitutionally different from white men, 
they require a different treatment, so that what may 
seem harsh to us, and would in fact be harsh to peo- 
ple of our complexion, is no more to them than a 
salubrious regimen. Such advocates, however con- 
temptible as logicians, are of great numerical impor- 
tance. They constitute the standiog. army of cor- 
ruption in all shapes ; are always to be found among 
the supporters of power, and may be depended on 
as the steady friends of whatever is established. 
To the efforts of the enlightened few, they oppose 
the inert resistance of impassive matter ; -a resistance 
which gains respect by seeming disinterested, and 
remains unassailable, because, like the tortoise, it 
presents no vital point of attack. Self-interest takes 
the field with better armour, and more enterprise, 
but the . combat would be short-lived, did he not, 
after each discomfiture, find refuge within the shell 
of his simple ally. Fortunately, this class of .good 
sort of credulous gentlemen, is less numerous in the 
States than elsewhere : few can be uninformed, or 
are unaccustomed practically to examine every ques- 
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lion connected with the publick weal ; and this dig- 
position has been higblj favourable to the cause of 
emancipation. 

Slavery has been formally excluded from the con- 
stitution of each state admitted into the Union since 
Kentucky. Even in Y irginia, it seems to have few 
supporters out of the immediate classes of dealers 
and planters. During my journey through the up- 
per, and mountainous parts of the country, I had 
frequent' occasion to hear farmers, and men of alt 
descriptions, express their dislike to it, not indeed, 
as a violation of humanity, but as «a political evil, 
which substituted bad labour for good, an unsound 
population for an healthy one. In fact, the only 
description of cultivators really interested in its pre« 
servation, are the planters of the coast-line, whose 
infectious rice-grounds can be cultivated by negroes 
only : here therefore the resistance to its abolition 
will be lasting and steady ; but even here nature inn 
terposes to diminish the evil. Experience begins 
to teach, that health and labouc are preferable to 
indolence and disease. The low marshy coast lands 
are daily abandoned, while the mountain-country is 
peopling with its emigrants. So much is this the 
case, that I was told by many, that the wolves and 
bears which formerly inhabited the latter, have suc-^ 
ceeded to the wildernesses of the former, in whicb 
they are* now almost exclusively to be found. An- 
other favourable circumstance is, that rice-lands 
make no adequate return jf beyond the reach of the 
tidewater ; but the rivers of the Carolinas and Geor- 
gia^ descending through a sandy flat, arrive at the 
sea with so little force of current, that they are 
unable to remove the sand-banks and other obstrnc- 
tions constantly forming at their mouths: the har- 
bours are therefore becoming more and more un- 
safe : the bar of Charleston is with difficulty passa- 
ble by a vessel of 300 tons, except under very fa-' 
Tourable circumstances of wind and tide. From the 
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same causes, the ascent of the fide iDlatid is con^ 
tinuallj diminishiogy and the quantity of land favoorw- 
ble to the culture of rice, necessarily, decreases io 
the same proportion. 

Thus, wMle the Eastern and Central States ag- 
gregately, and the most enlightened individuals oC 
all states, continue to wage the combat of humani- 
ty, the dominion of slavery iff narrowed on evtry 
aide, and the hope may be indulged, that its total 
extinction is neither improbable, nor ieven very (9X 
distant. 

It remains to satisfy a melancholy curiosity res^ 
pectbg the actual condition of slaves in the United 
States both in law and fact. Inforamtion on the lat« 
ter point is little attainable by a cursory traveller. 
The planter will not present himself to his examina^ 
lion, with his memorandum book of the stripes and 
tortures he has niflicted, and of the groans which 
liave followed : the information he affords, should h« 
afford any, must come through a doubly distorted 
Medium ; as a planter he is interested in concealing 
whatever militates against the slave system : as an 
American he is interested in vindicating the national 
character to a foreigner. The testimony of the slavn 
would gain no credit from the enemies to his eman- 
cipation; nor will travelling through the country 
suffice to shew the workings of a system, the most 
odious part of which is necessarily withdrawn from 
die publick eye. I can therefore delineate suck 
broad outlines only as are incapable of concealment ; 
leaving, not to the imagination, but to inductive rea- 
son, the filling up of the picture. 

The law by which slaves and free-men of colour 
are governed in the Carolinas (and I believe the same, 
or a similar code prevails in all the Slave States) 
is a Provincial Act past in 1740, and made perpe- 
tual in 1783. It commences by a heart chilling 
enunciation ; 
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"Whereas in bis Majesty's Plantations, &c. 
Slavery has been allowed, be it enacted, That all 
negroes, mulattoes, &c« who are, or shall hereafter 
be, in this province, and all their issue and off- 
spring, born, and to be born, shall be, and are here- 
by declared to be, and remain for ever hereafter 
absolute Slaves." A clause follows from Vhich the 
most iniquitous oppressions are at this day deduc- 
ed ; " It shall always be presumed that every negro 
is a slave unless the contrary can be miade ap- 
pear." 

The 9tb clause gives two justices of the peace, 
and three, of 6ve freeholders, the power of trying 
.siaves for capital offences, and of carrying their sen- 
tence into effect ; that is of inflicting such manner 
of death " as they shall judge will be most effectual 
to deter others from offending in like manner." 

The 13th clause admits the evidence of all free 
negroes, and of any slave against a slave " without 
oath." 

Claoae 14th* " And whereas slaves may be har- 
boured, &c. by free negroes, and suich free negroes 
may escape punishment for want of suflScient and 
legal evidence against them, be it enacted. That the 
evidence of any free Indian, negro, &c. or slave, 
without oath, shall in like manner be allowed and 
admitted against such free negroes, &c. 

The 34th clause prohibits any master from suffer- 
ing a slave to traffick on his own account, thus cut- 
ting off the most unobjectionable mode by which the 
slave of a benevolent master might ascend, through 
an equality of condition, to an equality of rights with 
the white man. . . 

The 37th clause i^esents an exquisite spectmev 
of that legislative cant and cruelty willi which the 
governments of all nations, from time to time, edify 
their country and mankind; "And whereas cruelty 
is not only highly unbecoming those who profess 
thetnselTes Christians, but is odious in the eyes of 
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all men who have anj sense of virtue or humanitj, 
therefore, to restrain .and prevent barbaritj frooi 
being exercised towards slaves^ be it enacted, That 
any person wilfully murdering a slave shall forfeit 
TOOL currency, (i. c. 100/. sterling:) and if any per-, 
son shalt on a sudden heat and passion, or by undue 
correction, kill his own stave, or slave of another 
perspn, he shalh forfeit 3501. currency, {h e. 50/. 
aterling.") 

The dSth enacts a penalty of 141. for cutting out 
the tongue, dismembering and other tortures, inflict- 
ed by any other instrument than a horsewhip, cow- 
skin, or small stick. 

The 39th is a legislative premium upon perjury ; 
it enacts, That when a slave is maimed or cruelljr 
used, his owner shall be presumed guilty ; << unless 
he clear himself by evidence, or make oath to the 
contrary." 

By clause 43d any white man meeting above 
seven slaves on a high road together ^' shall and may 
whip each of them, not exceeding twenty lashes on 
the bare back." 

The 45th inflicts a penalty of lOOZ. currency for 
teaching a slave to write. 

Such is the code by which Christians govern 
Christians; nor is it, in any point, a dead letter. 
The fears of the proprietors are tremblingly aiive, 
and racked with the dread of an insurrection, m 
which they must expect the Measure they have 
meted. A military police is constantly kept up io* 
Charleston, and every man of colomv whether slave 
or free, found in the streets after darl:, without a 
pass, is taken up, and punished. In fact, the con- 
dition of the free man of colour is scarcely pre- 
ferable to that of a slave t subjected to the same 
mode of trial, exposed to the same jealous surveil- 
lance, carefully excluded from all the rights and 
Erivileges of citizenship, and surrounded by every 
ind of snares^ both legal and illegal, his freedom 
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leems but a mockery superadded to oppression. 
The statute declares that every man of colour shall 
be presumed a slave : every newspaper is a cooi- 
Dientary on the injustice and barbarity of this enact- 
ment ; every day men of colour are advertised as 
taken up on suspicion of being slaves : they are 
committed to jail, and if no owner appears, are 
sold to pay expenses. But the direct operation of 
the law is not all the free man of colour has to 
dread. 

The hu^auQ* exertions of some gentlemen of the 
Charleston bar have lately brought to light a singu* 
lar system for kidnapping free negroes, a»d selling 
them as slaves into Kentucky, or any State At a 
distance from their connexions. The agents were 
a justice of .the .peace, a constable, and a slave 
dealer. 

.The process was as simple as unblushing villainy 
could devise. A victim having been selected, one 
of the firm applied to the justice upon a shkm charge 
of assault, or similar offence, for a writ, which was 
immediately issued and served by the constable, 
and the negro conveyed to prison. Here, without 
friends or money, he is to await his trial for some 
unknown crime, charged against him by some un- 
known accuser : no wonder if iu ihii desolale con- 
ditipn bis spirits sink, and h\% fears anticipaie the 
worst : the constable now appears, eitagg^ei a^es the 
dangers of his situation ; estplains how gmall is 
bis chance of being liberated, even if mjiocenl, by 
reason of the amount of the jail fee^ and of her legal 
expenses; but he knows a noithy man ^ho is in- 
terested in his behalf, and will do n hal is necessary 
to procure his freedom, upim no harder ccudilton 
than an engagement to ser^e him for a certain number 
of years, it may be supposed, the negro is persuad- 
ed ; '* influenced perhaps, (as the counsel for the 
defendants observed, on the trial,) by the charms of 
a country life." The worthy slave dealer now ap- 
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pears on the stage. The indentare of bondage is 
ratified in presence of the worthy magistrate and 
constable, who share the price of blood, and the 
victim is hurried on ship-board to be seen no more. 

This traffick had been lonjg carried on, when ha- 
mmnity discovered and exposed it in a court of jus- 
tice; but since, by the present law,, there is no such 
oSence as man-stealing, it could be^ punished as false 
tmprbonment only. Should not however the shame 
of discovery produce a stronger impression on the 
parties engaged in this iniquitous traffick, than can 
be expected from their depraved habits, it is more 
than prdbable, It will continue to be carried on with 
keener, and perhaps more atrocious dexterity than 
before. 

He must be a very sanguine enthusiast in favour 
of human nature,^ who believes that the negro, thus 
protected by the laws, will be very tenderly cherish- 
ed by his master. The uncontrolled will of the 
most virtuous individual would be a fearful thing to 
live under, but the brutal passions of the sordid, the 
cruel, and the ignorant, scourges which might weU 
** appal the guilty and confound the free," are the 
rule by which at least nine-tenths of the slave popu- 
lation are governed. If so governed, they are mildly 
and justly governed, we must admit the constaot 
operation in their favour of a miracle strong enough 
to invert the whole moral order of nature. To 
render tigers granivorous would be comparatively 
easy. * . 

It is not impossible, but that the house servante 
and personal domesticks of humane amd enlightened 
masters, may be in a condition not in every respect 
much worse than that of persons filling the same 
station in European countries ; but it is not from 

* The Abolitionists are charged with an affisctation of pbi- 
lanthropy. because they think black men hare the saeme feel- 
ings with white ; but it is the very sobriety of reason, to as- 
cribe to planters the virtues of angels. 
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the good fortune of this minute portion, we can de* 
duce a fair estimate of the condition of the many. 
It is in the plantation, and principally, perhaps, 
amons; the petty proprietors, the work of torture 
goes on. An occasional instance of atrocity soott- 
times meets the publick eye, and sheds a lurid ligpt 
upon a region " where Hope never comes.'* / 

1 shall advert to a few such particulars, in the 
mode of treating slaves, as being matters of publick 
notoriety, admit of no dispute, and therefore, afford 
true bases, upon which to discuss the question of 
their physical enjoyments. — First then for their lodg- 
ing. If there be any sensation to which the negrp 
is by constitution peculiarly alive, it is that of cold. 
I have mentionechithe degree of cold in the Caroli- 
nas during my journey through them; this it must 
be owned, was greater than is usual, so far south as 
the Roanoke, but a much less degree is sufficient to 
chill frames unbraced by a climate hot and moist 
in summer to an excess. In Maryland and Virginia 
several months of the winter are as severe as in En- 
gland.'^ 

The hut which is to shelter the negro during this, 
to him, inclement season, is built of logs or unaquared 
trunks of pine trees, so carelessly put together, that 
as I travelled through the country by night, the 
.fire-light shone through every part of them, as 
through wire lanterns : true it is, they may have 



• **Cette c^te (L*Atlantiqae) ^prouve <d^ attaqnes de gelSes 
▼ivesdans les qiiarante jours qui suivent le solstice d'hiver A Norfolk, 
le 14 F^vrier, 1798, il toniba dnna une nuit quatre pieds de oeig§^ etk 
Charleston meme par les 32f^ de. latitude, le mercure toinbe jusqua* I. 

Suatre degrfis sous z6to (selon Liancourt,) et la terre gdle ferine jusquaVii 
eux pouces d*§pai8seur dans une seule nuit. Par inverse sur toute la 
c5t^, depuis le Patonac, les chaleurs, d$s un mois avant le solstice d*6t6, 
conts si fortes, que pendant quatre mois le mercure 8*61dv$ comiDunemeDt 
aprds midi, eotre 22 et 24®." Voihey, t. i. p. 141 Observing after- 
wards on the effect produced , by these changes of temperature, he adds, 
" C'est encore par Veflfet de cette habitude des orgaties, qu* k Charleston 
00 se plaint du froid quand le thermomStre est i 10<* ou 13® sur glace, 
et que l*on y brdte, selon la remarque de Liaqcourt, autant de bois qu*i 
Pmlftdelphie 6u le mercure tombe 16® plus has." Id. p. 152. 
33 
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wood for the fetching, but it is no trifling addition to 
their ^dailj toil, that they must cut and bring it in, 
|tnd have their night's rest perpeluall)^ broken, by the 
obligatioii of iceeping iip their 6res. 

iTo talk of furniture and conveniences in such 
cabins is superfluous ; a few gourds and wooden 
vtlensils comprise their whole stock : as for beddingi 
a ne^ro is supposed to require none. 

While I was sitting in the publick roona of the 
tavern at Charlptteville, the master of some negroes 
was making arrangements relative to their hiire bjr 
another iaan for the season,* when one of them request- 
ed, in the name of the rest, that they might be allow* 
ed the usual blanket a-piece, which they had not 
received in their former service. J[*hi9 trifling inci- 
dent informed me to what kind or accommodation 
an equitable master considers his slave entitled ; — 
a wretched cabin and a single blanket. For their 
clothing, with the exceptions I have already mention- 
ed, I observed it almost invariably to be ragged and 
^mi^erable in the extreme. 

The description of their food is well known; Rice 
and Indian meal, with a little dried fish ; it is, in 
fact, the result of a calculation of the cheapest nutri- 
ment on which human life can be supported. I have 
beard, indeed, of the many luxuries the negro might 
enjoy were he not too indolent ; of the poultry and 
vegetable? he might raise round his hut ; but his un- 
conquerable idleness masters all other feelings. I 
bave seldom heard an argument against the negroes 
that was not double-edged. If they are, indeed, so 
indolent by nature, that even a regard for their own 
comforts proves insuflScient to rouse them to exertion, 
with what colour can it be asserted that they feel it 
no misfortune to be compelled • to daily labour for 

* When ao owner has do work for bis slaves be commonly 
Jets them out for the year, or season, to any oae io waat of 
hands. 
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aBOther ? Is the sound of the whip so very exhilarat- 
ing that jt dispels at once indolence and sufiering? 
But 1 admit the fact of thieir indolence. The humait 
mind fits itself to its situation, and to the demands 
which are made upon its energies. Out off hope fot 
the future, and freedom for the present, superadd a 
due pressure of bodily suffering, and personal degra* 
dation, and jau have ^ slave, who, of whatever zone, 
nation, or complexion, will be, what the poor African 
18, torpid, debased, and lowered beneath the standard 
of humanity. 

To inquire if, so ci<*cumstanced, he is bappy^ 
would be a question idly ridiculous, except that the 
affirmative is not only gravely maintained, but con- 
stitutes an essential moral prop of the whoto slave 
system. Neither they who affirm, nor they who 
deny, pretend to any talisman by which the feetinglr 
of the heart may be set in open day ; but if general 
reasoning be resorted to, since pain and pleasurie are 
foynd to be t^e necessary result o( the operation of 
certain accidents on the human constitution; the 
aggregate of our sensations (that is, our happiness or 
misery) must be allowed to depend on the nbmber 
and combination of these accidents. *' If you prick 
us, do we not bleed ? If you tickle us, do we nOt 
laugh ? If yoH poison us, do we not die?" 

Should there be any unknown principle in the 
negro's constitution, which enables him to convert 
natural effects into their contraries, and so despise 
contingencies, whether of good or evil, he may pride 
himself on having over-past the glory both of sainta 
and stoicks ; but the, fact would no more justify hi» 
oppressors, than did the stubborn endurance of 
Epictetus, the barbarity of his master, who broke his 
leg. It would be too, much, first to inflict a cruelty^ 
and then to take credit for the patience with which 
it is supported ; but the fact itself is, in this case, 
more than doubtfol. That to a certain point the feel- 
ings of the slave grow callions under bondage, may' 
be conceded : this is the mercy of Nature : biit that 
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tbey ar^ wholly extinguislied bj suffering, is con* 
' tradicted by fads of (oo palpable, evidence ; one of 
which is, (bat i( is no uncommon thing for negroes to- 
commit suicide. This I heard from a gentleman of 
Charleston ; and I have since met with the still more 
unexceptionable testimony of a friend to the SUve 
Trade. 

Dr. Williamson, in his ** Medical and Miscellane- 
ous Observations, relative to the West India Islands,'* 
observes, ^^ Negroes -anticipate that they will, upon 
death removing them from that country, be restored 
to their native land, and enjoy their friends' sociPy ia 
a future state. The ill-disposed to their masters, will 
sometimes be guilty of suicide ; or by a resolute 
deter mliiat ion resort to dirt-eating ; and thence pro-- 
dnce disease, and at length death."^ i. 93. This iS' 
the kind of man who, should he ever hear of the 
death of Cato, would call it the result of '*an ill dis- 
position towards his master, Caesar." 

I remember to have once heard a person asserf, 
from his own experience, that a cargo of Africans 
expressed great pleasure on finding themselves made 
slaves^ on their arrival in America. A further expla- 
nation, however, removed the seeming improbability 
of this anecdote. They imagined they had been 
purchased for the purpose of being eaten, and there- 
fore rejoiced in their ignorance, when they discovered, 
they were only to be held in bondage. 

Th^ natural inferiority of the negro race has been 
frequently urged, as an excuse for enslaving them ; 
as if, admitting the fact, superiority of intellect con- 
ferred a. right of oppression. It is to be regretted, 
that Mr. Jefferson has, to a certain extent, lent the 
sanction of his name to this opinion, not indeed to 

i'ustify practices which no man more sincerely ab-' ' 
iors;^ but as the result of deliberate inquiry. The 

* " I tremble for my country," says he, •• when I reflect 
that God is just; that his Justice cannot s^ep for eyer.'^ 
Not^s on Virginia, p. 241. 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX* 261 

author ot "Letters from Virginia," discusses bis 
arguments on this subject, and 1 think proves tbem 
to be ill-grounded. Jf 1 am not mistaken in his Vha- 
acter, the philosopher of Monticello will be himself 
among the first to rejoice in his own defeat. 

I forbear entering upon a question already decided 
by the irrefragable evidence of facts. 

A black empire has arisen amid European settle- 
ments. Do the publick proceedings, and details qf its 
government bespeak an}' inferioritj to those of white 
men ? The state papers of Hayti are to be distin- 
guished from those of European potentates, only by 
Buperiour energy, and more exalted h* ntiuients ; and 
while the manners and {)olitics of Petion emulate 
those of his republican neighbours, the court oi^Chris- 
tophe has at least as much gilding and foolery, as ma- 
ny lords and ladies of the bedchamber, lords in wait- 
ing, stars and ribbons, gilded coaches, and laced but- 
toa-ho(es, as those of his brother potentates, all over 
the world. * 

I shall conclude, by an account of the Jrial and 
execution of a negro, which took place during my 
stay at Charleston. 

A man died on board a merchant ship, apparent^, 
in consequence of poison mixed with the dinner serv- 
ed up to the ship's company. The cabin-boy and 
cook were suspected, because they were, from 
their occupations, the only persons on board who did 
not partake of the mess, the effects of which began 
to appear as soon as it was tasted. As the ofieuce 
was committed on the high seas, the cook, though a 
Degro, became entitled to the benefit of a jury, and, 
with the cabin-boy, M^as put on his trial. The boy, 
a fine looking lad, and wholly unabashed by his situa- 
tion, was readily acquitted. The negro's turn was 
next. He was a man of low stature, ill-shapen, and 
with a countenance singularly disgusting. The proofs 
against him were, first, that he was cook ; so who else 
could have poisoned the mess ? It was indeed ever- 
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looked, that two of the crew had absconded since the 
ship came into port. Secondly, he had been heard 
to utter expressions of ill-humour before he went on 
board : that part of the evidence was indeed sup- 
prest, which went to explain these expressions. The 
real proof however was written in his skin, and in the 
uncouth lines of his countenance. He was found 
guilty. 

Mr. Crafts, junior, a gentleman of the CharlestoB 
bar, who from motives of humanity had undertaken 
his defence, did not think a man ought to die for his 
colour, albeit it was the custom of the countrj^ and 
moved in consequence for a new trial, on the ground 
of partial and insufficient evidence ; but the judge,^ 
who li^ urged his condemnation with a vindictive 
earnestness, intrenched himself in forms, and found 
the law gave him no power in favour of mercy. He 
then forwarded a representation of the case to the 
President, through one of the senators of the State ; 
but the senator ridiculed the idea of interesting him- 
self for tl\e life of a negro, who was therefore left to 
bis cell and the hangman. In this situation he did 
not however forsake himself; and it was now, when 
pjpejudice and persecution had spent their last arrow 
on him, that he seemed to put on his proper nature, 
to vindicate not only his innocence, but the morsd 
equality of his race, and those mental energies which 
tfaewhite man's pride would deny to the shape of his 
bead and the woolliness of his hair. Maintaining the 
most undeviating tranquillity, he conversed with ease 
and cheerfulness, whenever his benevolent counsel, 
who continued his kind attentions to the last, visited 
his cell. I was present on one of these occasions, and 
observed his tone and manner, neither sullen nor 
desperate, but quiet and resigned, suggesting what- 
ever occurred to him on the circumstances of his own 
case, with as much calmness as if he had been uninte- 
rested in the event ; yet as if he deemed it a duty to 
omit none of the means placed within his reach for 
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vindicating his innocence. He had constantly atten- 
ded the exhortations of a Methodist preacher,^ who 
for conscience-sake, visited '' those who were in pris- 
OD ;" and having thus strengthened his spirit with 
religion, on the morning of bis execution^ breakfasted 
as usual, heartily ; but before he was led out, he re- 
quested permission to address a few words of advice 
to the companions of his captivity. *^ I have observ- 
ed much in them, he added, which requires to be 
amended, and the advice of a man in my situation may 
be respected." A circle was accordingly formed in 
his cell, in the midst of whicH he seated himself, and 
addressed them at some length, with a sober and col- 
lected earnestness of manner, on the profligacy which 
he had noted in their behaviour, while they had been 
fellow prisoners ; recommending to them the rules of 
conduct prescribed by that religion, in which he now 
found his support and consolation. 

Certainly, if we regard the' quality and condition 
of the actors only, there is an inflnite distance be- 
twixt this scene and the parting of Socrates with his 
disciples ; should • we however put away from our 
thoughts, such differences as are merely accident^ 
and seize that point of coincidence which is most inte- 
resting and important ; namely, the triumph of mental 
energy over the most clinging weaknesses of onr 
nature ; the negro will not appear wholly unworthy of 
a comparison with the sage of Athens. The latter 
occupied an exalted station in the publick eye ; * 
though persecuted even unto death and ignominy, by 
a band of triumphant despots, he was surrounded in 
his last moments by his faithful friends and disciples, 
to whose talents and affection he might safely trnst 

*■ The eharch builders of Cbarleston are too bappy in a mo- 
nopoly of salratioD to affi)rd a salaried clergymaQ to the jail, aod 
t^ salaried elergynaen of the city cannot afford to contaminate 
their piety, by entering, unpaid, the abode of crime an4 mis- 
fortune. 
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the vindicafion of bis fame, and fhe unsiiHied white- 
ness of his memory : he knew that his hour of glory 
must come, and that it would not pass away. The 
negro had none of these aids ; he was a man friend- 
less and despised ; the sympathies of society were 
locked up against him ; he was to atone for an odious 
crime, by an ignominious death ; the consciousness 
of his innocence was confined to his own bosom, there 
probably to sleep for ever : to the rest of maif kind he 
was a wretclied criminal ; an object perhaps of con- 
tempt and detestation, even to the guilty companions 
of his prison-house ; he had no philosophy wiih which 
to reason down those natural misgivings, which may 
be supposed to precede the violent dissolution of iife 
and body : he could make no appeal to posterity to 
reverse an unjust judgment. — To have l^rne all^his 
patiently, would have been much : he bore it hero- 
ically. 

Having ended his discourse, he was conducted to the 
8caff>ld, where having Calmly surveyed the crowds 
collected to witness bis fate, he requested leave to 
address them. Having obtained permission, he stept 
firmly to the edge of the scaffold, and having com- 
manded silence by his gestures, '* you are come/' 
said he, <^ to be spectators of my sufferings ; you are 
mistaken, there is not a person in this crowd but suf- 
fers more than I do. I am cheerful and contented, 
for I am innocent." He then observed, that he truly 
'forgave all those who had taken any part in his con- 
demnation, and believed that they bad acted consci- 
entiously from the evidence before them ; and dis- 
claimed all idea of imputing guilt to any one. He 
then turned to his counsel, who with feelings, which 
honoured humanity, had attended him to the scaffold ; 
"to you. Sir," said he, "1 am indeed most grateful/ 
bad you been my son, you could not have acted by 
me more kindly ;" and observing his tears, he continu- 
ed ; " this. Sir, jdistresses me beyond any thing I have 
felt yet. I entreat you will feel no distress on my 
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account, I am hs^py ;" then prajing Heaven to re- 
ward his beDevoIence, be took leave of him, and sig' 
nified his readiness to die ; but requested he might 
be excused from having his ejes and hands bandag- 
ed ; wishing^ with an excusable pride, to give this 
final proof of his unshaken firmness ; he, however, 
submitted on this j^oint, to the representations of the 
aberifi'i.and died without the quiverfng of a muscle. 
The spectators, who had been drawn together, part- 
ly bj idle curiosity, and partly by a detestation of hi9 
aupposed crime, retired with tears for bis fate* and 
execrations on bis murderers. 



No. II. 

OP THE AMERICAN CHARACTER. 

I ventured at an early period of ray travels to delineate 
some features of tbe American character. Whatever I 
have seen since has tended to confirm the impression then 
made, and this agreement of early impressions with sub- 
sequent experience may be admitted to prove, that the 
^ national character is strongly pronounced and therefore 
readily appreciated. ' 

Notwithstanding the important differences of climate, 
habits of life and religion,- there exists throughout the 
Union a feature of similitude countervailing ail these. 
This feature is government. Political institutions have 
in other countries a feeble and secondary influence : the 
duties of a subject are, for the most part, passive ; those 
of the American citizen are active, and perpetually act- 
ing ; and as they operate equally on every member of 
society, their general contrdt over the whole community 
must, in most instances, exceed that of any partial habit 
or opinion. 

The common qualities which may be said to be gene- 
rated by this influence, are intelligence, or a quick per- 
34 
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ception of utility, both general and individual; hence 
their attachment to freedom, and to every species of im- 
provement both publick and private : energy, and perse- 
verance in carrying their plans into effect ; qualities iQ 
fact deducible from the former ; we are steady in pursuing, 
when thoroughly convinced of the value of the object: 
gravity of manner and deportment, because they are ha- 
bitually occupied upon matters of deep interest : tacitur- 
nity, which is the offspring of thought. They appear 
deficient in imagination or the poetry of life, because all 
its realities are at their disposal. They seem to have 
little sympathy, because their social system does not com- 
pel them to suffer. Oppression engenders pity ; disease 
and death require only resignation. 

But beside these general features, which may be con- 
sidered as common to the whole mass of American citi- 
zens, each grand division of the Union has its own pecu- 
liar characteristicks. By grand divisions,*!! mean, 1. 
The New Eipgland States; 2. The Central; 3. The 
Southern ; and 4. The States to the west of the Allegha- 
nied. 



THE NEW ENGLAND STATES. 

The author of " Letters from Virginia," thus ponrtrays 
the New Englanders, or Yankees. 

" My young friend Manly came in to see me last eve- 
ning. *Tou are a traveller,' said he, 'and make it a 
point (o see every thing. Pray have you seen a Yankee 
yet about our wharves ?' ' A Yankee^ said I, ' what sort 
of an animal is that V ' A very strange animal, I assure 
you,' said be, with a smile. ' It has the body of a man, 
but not the soul. However, I mean one of our New 
England friends^ who visit us in small crafts, to get our 
money. These are certainly a very strange race of peo- 
ple. You will see them with their eel-skins upon their 
hair, to save the expense of barbers, and their ear-rings 
in their ears, to improve th^ir sight, to see how to cheat 
you better, I suppose. They would die sooner than part 
with one of these ornaments, unless you pay 'em well 
for it. At the same time they live upon nothing. A 
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rasher of pork is a feast for them, even on holidays. 
Their favourite drink is nothing but switchel, or molasses 
and water, *which they will tell you is better than bui^n- 
dy or champaign. They are however better taught than 
fed, and make the finest bold sailors in the world. They can 
sail to the North Pole and back again in an egg-shell, if the, 
ice does not break it. Indeed, they are seamen by birth, and 
box the compass in their cradles. You know our genteel 
laziness unfits us for the drudgery of commerce. So we 
leave it all to the Tankees^ These crafting part of them 
eome here at all seasons in their sloops and schooners, 
bringing a miscellaneous cargo, of all sorts of notions, not 
metaphysical but material, such as cheese, butter, pota- 
toes, cranberries, onions, beets, coffins — you smile, but it 
is a fact, that understanding some years ago, that the yel- 
low fever was raging here with great violence, some of 
them very charitably risked their own lives, to bring us 
a large quantity of ready-made coffins of all sizes, in nests, 
one within another, to supply customers at a moment's 
warning ; an insult which we have hardly forgiven them 
yet. You will see them sailing up into all our bays, rivers^ 
and creeks, wherever the water runs. As the winter 
comes on, they creep into some little harbour, where they 
anchor their vessels, and open store on board, retailing 
out their articles of every kind, to the poor countrymen, 
who cotne to buy. Towards the spring, they sail awajr 
with a load of plank Or shingles, which they often get 
very cheap. Indeed the whole race of Yankee seamen 
are certainly the most enterprising people in the world. 
They are in all quarters of the globe where a penny is 
to be made. In short, they love money a little better 
than their own lives. What is worst, they are not always 
very nice about the means of making it ; but are ready 
to break laws like cobwebs, whenever it suits their inter- 
est. You know we passed an embargo law sometime ago, 
to starve the English oat of house and home, and made 
all our coasting captains give bond, and take oath, that 
they would not sail to any foreign port or place what- 
ever. Suddenly there began to blow a set of the most 
violent gales that had ever been known, and what was 
rather singular, they all insisted upon blowing towards the 
West Indies, in the very teeth of the law, as if on purpose 
to save the penalty of the bonds. It looked indeed, to 
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good people^ as if Providence hud deterttiiDed to takB 
those islands under his care, and send them supplies to 
save them from famine, in spite of the American OqngresB. 
Our rulers, however, who had learnt from history that 
these Yankees used formerly to deal with witches, foegaA 
to suspect that cill these storms were raised by the bla^k 
art, or at least were manufactured id a notary's office, ex- 
pressly for the occasion, and therefore resolved to lay 
them at once. So they passed a law which declared in 
substance that no kind of accident or distress should be 
given in evidence, to dave the penalties of the bonds^ 
This act poured sweet oil upon the ocean at once, and 
produced a profound calm, in spite of witehes -and nota* 
ries, and the winds soon went on to blow from all pointd 
of the compass as formerly, any thing in the act entitled^ 
an Act laying an embargo^ &c* to the contrary notwitb- 
standing.'" Letter VI. 

This is confessedly a caricature, but its dif^ortediinea* 
ments may help us to some of the true features of the 
New Englanders. They are the Scotchmen of the Unit- 
ed States. Inhabiting a country of limited extent, and 
incapable of maintaining its own population, their indus- 
try naturally and succesfully directed itself to ccxnmercial 
pursuits ; but as even these became gradually insufficient 
to maintain their growing numbers^ they began at an early 
period of their history to seek for settlements among their 
neighbours to the south and west. As it is probable that 
those who first began to have recourse to that expedient^ 
were such as preferred the exertion of their wits, to an 
encrease of manual toil, reckless adventurers wto were 
well-spared at home, they were far from being acceptable 
guests. The plodding Dutch and Germans of New York 
and Pennsylvania, held them in particular abhorrence, 
and^ as far as they could, hunted them from their neigh* 
bourhood, whenever they attempted to gain a footing in 
it. " It is (says the author of the " Olive Branch,"*) 
within the memory of those over whose chins no razor 
has ever mowed a harvest, that Yankee and sharper were 

*A political publication, by Matthew Carey, of Phi ladiel- 
pfaia, supposed to have had a greater run than ainy work of the 
sort, since Paine's Common Sense ; seven editions having been 
called for in thirteen months. 
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regarded as nearly synonymous, and this was not among 
the low, and the illiberal, the base, and the vulgar. It 
pervaded all ranks of society. In the Middle and South- 
ern states, traders were universally very much on their' 
guard against Yankee tricks, when dealing with those of 
the Eastern." Page 274. 

It is therefore in this class of adventurers and emigrants 
' we are to look for the least favourable traits of the New 
England character : patient, industrious, frugal, enterpris- 
ing, and intelligent, it cannot be denied but that they are 
frequently knavish, mean, and avarii^ious ; as men who 
make gain the master spring of their actions. 

Here we perceive the force and meaning of the Virgi- 
nian satire, but here too its apt}1ication must be restrict- 
ed : even emigration seems to be so far moulded into a 
system, that it is no longer, the resort merely of rogues 
and vagabonds, but is embraced as an eligible mode of 
bettering their condition by the young and enterprising of 
' all classes ; it is a wholesome drain to the exuberance of 
population, and preserves at home that comparative equa- 
lity> on which publick happiness and morals so entirely 
depend. The New Englanders should be seen at hoibe 
to be correctly judged of : as far as testimony goes, it is 
universally in their favour. '^ I feel a pride and pleasure 
(says Mr. Carey) in doing justice to the yeomanry of the 
Eastern States : they will not suffer in a comparison with 
the same class of men in any part of the world. They are 
upright, sober, orderly, and regular ; shrewd, intelligent, 
and well-informed ; and I believe there is not a greater de- 
gree of genuine native urbanity among the yeomanry of 
any country under the canopy of heaven." " Olive 
Branch." Page 2T5, This is the character my own ex- 
perience recognized in the inhabitants of the beautiful 
Genesee country, which has been entirely cleared and 
settled by New Englanders. 

It is impossible to quit the Eastern States without 
speaking of their religion, which is sbarcely more their 
glory in their own eyes, than their opprobrium in those of 
their neighbours. 

Pretensions to superiour sanctity are always received 
wifti jealousy, especially by a people, among whom devo- 
tion is in repute. The contrast too, betwixt the pious 
teeming, and substantial knavery of many of the New En- 
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gland adventarersy naturally brings these pretensions into 
still greater discredit, and extorts a wish, that they had 
either a little more morality, or a little less religion. 
There is, however, no reason to doubt that' in the bulk of 
the inhabitants, religion is not merely a shew and pretext, 
but a belief and practice : men tire of mutual hypocrby, 
when it has grown too common to impose. 

Calvinism, rigid, uncompromising Calvinism, is the in- 
heritance the New Englanders have received from their 
forefathers ; it was the sacred fire their ancestors bore with 
them into exile, and which has continued to burn in the 
hearts, and on the altars of tbeir descendants ; sometimes 
indeed like " the furnace blue," to which Moloch treated 
his worshippers, but of late years with a less fatal, though 
still angry, light, round which tbe trumpets and timbrels 
of the priests still sound " in dreadful harmony." 

Besides the indulgence of spiritual pride, (for spiritual 
pride is a luxury of the highest rate to those who are too fru- 
gal, or too conscientious to tolerate grosser enjoyments,) the 
early colonists perceived the Calvinistick system of church 
discipline to be best Suited to the poverty and simplicity 
of their condition. Calvinism has therefore grown up 
with republicanism^ and from an accidental connexion, 
claims to be of tbe same kindred : but the vital spirit of 
Calvinism is intolerance, and intolerance is in no shape a 
republican principle. It is true, this spirit is, to a certain 
extent, mitigated by the partial influence of good sense, 
Knd by the temper of the age, but it is still the same in 
essence, and waits but a favourable opportunity to prove 
itself tbe same in action. I do not, however, ascribe in- 
tolerance to Calvinism as a peculiarity; it is a quality 
common to religious sects of every denomination, when- 
ever faith girds on the sword of temporal power. The 
composition of any sect to persecute others seem in exact 
proportion to its strength and credulity; increasing as 
these increase and unite, and growing mild as they fade 
and separate. Thus all religions have in their turns been 
persecuting and tolerant, bloody and inoffensive. The 
Roman Catholick religion, harmless in Canada, and in 
the United States,' opprest in Ireland, bed-ridden in 
France, still exhibits the vitality of its poison in Spain 
and Portugal. The Anglican church, persecuting even 
in its cradle, persecuting at its first establishment in Vir- 
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*ginia, and still armed ivith exclusive privileges and penal 
statutes, has grown gradually tolerant from a decay of faith 
and a division of power. If Calvinism still retains in 
America the bardbei* features of its founder and early dis- 
ciples, it is because the New Englanders have as yet 
found little leisure to unsettle their belief; while be- 
lievers, by elevating their mortal passions and human 
weaknesses to the throne of God, have made a cherished 
idol of their own pride, and authorize intolerance by Di- 
vine example. 

It is to be regretted, that this fanatical spirit is not con- 
fined to the £(istern States : either, for, that it is in itself 
naturally contagious, or that it has been carried abroad 
by emigration, it is now spreading rapidly through all 
parts of the Union ; sometimes, indeed, in a manner, which 
may well provoke a smile f but more frequently with a 

* I once picked up a work entitled " The Christian's Jour- 
nal," written by a minister of HaddingtoD, the aim of which 
was to extract some religious feeling from every Object which 
might meet a Christian eye, as for instance, " Now the butcher 
shaves the neck of yonder sow, that he may give her the kil- 
ling stab, so Satan tickles and flatters my soul that he may mur- 
der her. — Yonder feed a flock of geese ; a covey of ducks ; let 
me never resemble the first in being heady and high-minded ; 
nor the last in speaking much, and doing little, in walking slow, 
&c. — Yonder are two kilns, one for drying corn or malt, another 
for burning bricks; think, my soul, how Jehovah's son was dri- 
ed, roasted, and burnt amidst his Father's indignation." — The 
following must, I imagine, be spoken in a female character ; 
"How filthy is this stable; but stop my soul, with wonder 
stop ! Was Jehovah born in a stable for me ? Di<J he lie in a 
manger, that he might lie for ever betwixt my breasts, and I 
for ever in the embraces of bis love?'* — "There stands the 
ranked cabbage ; chiefly valuable for its larg^e solid heart ; as 
my heart is before God, so much am I, no more. — Here come 
persous in coaches, and others on horses ; for thou, my soul, ride 
in the chariot of the wood of Lebanon, and on the white horse 
of the Gospel. — Yonder is a crowd of people, who attend the 
neighbouring spa to drink or bathe in it. Blessed Jesus, mine- 
ral well, great spa, let us daily bathe in thy blood. — Here they 
make glass : its original is stones, sand, kelp, and such briny 
materials; by what grinding, melting, and polishing they trans- 
form it into the transparent substance ! Think, my soul, on the 
tremendous grinding and melting of the Son of God, in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh, to prepare the glazen sea of his righteous- 
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rigidity of aspect, before which the grtees and pleasurei 
of life wither. The Americans are habitually serious and 
silent, even beyond English taciturnity.^ Their spirits are 
seldom elevated, except by the application of some extra- 
ordinary stimulant, either in the shape of politicks or li- 
quor ; they are thus excellently fitted to become vessels of 
election and regeneration: the sour leaven ferments 
through their frames, until all the kindlier juices curdle, 
and happiness becomes a deadly sin. 

In many parts of the country dancing is held to be an 
/^"""^abomination, which even the young of both sexes have 
been induced by the penalty of eternal damnation to re* 
nounce: perhaps this is on great sacrifice, for I have 
sometimes fancied, that though the Americans are great 
dancers by habit, dancing is^with them an acquired taste, 
which ^ill not long stand its ground against pleasures 
more congenial to their natural disposition ; still it is a 
matter of regret, in as much as the severity of their cha- 
racter evidently requires rather to be tempered by social 
enjoyments than stififened by gloomy creeds, and the cant 
of fanaticism. 

Having testified in favour of the morality of the New' 
Englanders, it is natural to inquire how far it may be 
supposed to originate in, or be strengthened by their re- 
ligious tenets. This, however, is aqi^estion of not very 
easy solution. When a people is well educated and in- 

ness and a bottle for God to put my tears in." This is certainly 
ingenious ; ** Here is plenty of cloth well dyed, and I hope well 
made ; here is fine linen, strong and thoroughly whitened : sad 
memorials of our sin ; had not Adam made us naked to our sin, 
we should have no need of this to cover us.'* 
• The following is an epitome of the precious doctrine of elec- 

tion and sanctification by grace ; ** Here lieth one who reckons 
himself the chief of sinners, and yet boldly claims Jesus for his 
own ; and firmly expects sanation by virtue of the covenant of 
grace made with Hira; may my life, and my last end, be like 
his." 

* I have been frequently amused during my journey, with 
observing twelve or fourteen persons meeting to take their 
meals, as they do at the country taverns, and separating with- 
out uttering as many words as there were dishes on the table ; 
yet they were not in general strangers, but fellow-townsmen, 
boarding at the house. 
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clustriouf, when property is so far equally divided, that 
the extremes of wealth and poverty are scarcely known, 
their morals will necessarily be pure. The two main 
sources of vice are Want and ignorance ; let a man know 
well his own interest, and remove from him the blandish- 
ments of luxury on the one hand, and the horrours of 
poverty on the other, and he will have little temptation 
to work his own ruin by idleness, profligacy, or despair. 
8nch is the condition of the New England States, and 
mder such circumstances, it is probable they would 
continue in the paths of morality, because they are in 
fiact in the straight road, whatever might be the form of 
their religious worship. Calvinism however, takes cre- 
dit, as might be expected, for their good conduct, and 
claims the merit of having given birth to virtues, which 
probably it has only not been able to destroy. Time 
will bring about a decay of faith, and time will also in- 
troduce Juxury and want. Religion and morality wilt 
then decay together, and collateral events will be mis- 
taken for cause and effect. 

If the influence of religion can in any way be fairly 
appreciated, it' must be by observing the character and 
conduct of the priesthood, in whom, as a body, its es- 
sence must be peculiarly concentrated. 

At the period of the French revolution, and for some 
years after, the New England clergy, were, to use the 
words of Fisher Ames, '^powerful auxiliaries of lawful 
authority." " Watch those ungrateful souls," preaches 
Dr. Parish in 1798, *' who murmur about taxation, and 
oppression, the burdens of government and religion* 
They have fellowship with our enemies; they are trair 
tors to God and Christianity." " As citizens" (preaches 
the Rev. Jedidiah Morse, at the same period) '^ we ought 
with one heart to cleave to, and sup|K)rt our own go- 
vernment; we ought to repel with indignation every 
suggestion, and slanderous insinuation, calculated to 
weaken a just confidence in the rectitude of the inten- 
tions of our constituted authorities. Our government, is 
itself the most perfect, the best administered, the least 
burdensome, and most happyfying to the people, of any 
on earth." 

A convention of congregational ministers presented an 
address toPresident Adams, in 1 798, in which we read; 
35 
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«' The intimate cooDexioo betv^eeo our civil aad Chris- 
tiao blessini^s, is alone sufficient to justify the decided 
part which the clergy of America have uniformly taken 
in supporting the constituted authorities, and political in- 
terests of their country." * 

Thus far all is consistent, and as it should be; '^ Now 
mark what follows.^ During the late war, we find these 
tame individuals, whom the Federalists bad represented* 
and who had represented themselves to be the stead- 
fast supporters of authority and order, not only joining 
heart and voice io the party in opposition to the govecD- 
ment, but actually beating ^' the drum Ecclesiastick," to 
excite o))en rel>ellion. " If you do not wish to become 
the slaves of those who own slaves, and who are then- 
selves the slaves of French slaves, you must> in the Ian* 
guage of the day, cut the connexion,^ &cv Sermon by 
the Rev. F. Gardiner, Boston^ preached July 23, 1812. 

According to the Rev. Dr. Osgood, whoever assisted 
the government, in any way, to carry on the war, was, 
*' In the sight of God, and iiis law, a murderer.'' Se^ 
mon, June 27, 1812. 

*^ Were not the authors of this war in character nearly 
akin to the deists and atheists of France ; were they not 
men of hardened hearts, seared consciences^ reprobate 
minds, and desperate Vrickedness, it seems utterly in- 
conceivable that they should have made the deciaratioB." 
Idem. 

i' If at the present moment no symptoms of civil war 
appear, they certainly will soon; unless the courage of 
the war-party should fail them**' Idem. 

The Reverend Elijah Pafish thus exhorts bis con- 
gregation. '^ New England, if invaded, would be obliged 
to defend herself; do you not then owe it to your child- 
ren, owe it to your God, to make peace for yourselves T 
Sermon, April 7th, 1814. 

*' The full vials of despotism are poured on your heads, 
and yet you may challenge the plodding Israelite, the 
stupid African, the feeble Chinese, the drowsy Turk, or 
the frosen exile of Siberia, to equal you in tame sub* 
mission to the powers that be." Idem. 

'' How will the supporters of this antichHstian wa^ 
fare endure their sentence ; endure the fire that for ever 
burns; the worm which never dies; the boeannas of 
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Heavenr, while the smoke of (heir torment ascends for 
eTet and ever." Idem. 

How is this strange contrariety of sentiments to be 
accounted for ? By a love of peace, and a devout hatred 
to war in the abstract ? Alas ! their own sermons scarce- 
ly militate more against this supposition, than did (he 
Moody cuirass of the bishop of Bieauvais. '' Cursed be 
he" (preached Dr. Parisb, in 1790) "that keepeth back 
bis sword from blood. Let him that hath none, sell h\%, 
coat aod buy one. The contest is desirable.'' Shall it 
be said they yielded in the latter instance to the love 
of freedom and of their country ? That they supported 
the institution against tyranny ? But of what tyranny 
could they complain ? The war might be impolitick, it 
might be hostile to the interests of New England; and 
if such was the case, they had^ as citizens, an undoubt- 
ed right to use all constitutional methods of abridging 
its duration, and exposing its folly; but it had beea 
constitutionally declared, and approved by a congress 
freely elected; and though the New England States 
might stadd'in the shoes of a minority, this is scarcely 
sufficient reason for the ministers of religion to preacli 
sedition and rebellion. We are compelled therefore to 
search for the true motives of Iheir conduct, among those 
passions which do least honour to human nature. With- 
in the period of this change in their sentiments, the reins 
of government had passed from the bands of the Fe- 
deralists into those of the Democrats, in whom they 
beheld the enemies' of religion, because Lbey were 
friends of toleration. Upon simi^r grounds, they hated 
France, \vhether republican or imperial, and adhered to 
England, because she shared and gratified their hatred. 
They loved neither England nor federalism, but their 
own power; which they believed to be connected with 
the cause of legitimacy and intolerance all over the 
world.^ Power is universally the idol of the human 

* The Reverend J. Morse observes, ia his account of Coar 
necticnt. ** The clergy, who are numerous and as a bedy very 
respectable, have hitherto preserved a kind of aristocraticaJ 
balance, in the very democratieal government of the state, 
which has happily operated as a check upon* the overbearing 
spirit of republicanism." He adds, ** Their influence is on the 
increase." And to this he attributes the reformation of man- 
ners. 
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heart ; and whenever luperttition huildt temples, the idol 
obtains a favoured qiche in the sanctuary. As long ^ 
however as the temporal sword is withheld, and the hie- 
rarchy unendowed with the plunder of credulity, there 

. will be found in a free country, a continual elasticity re* 
coiling against, and throwing off spiritual oppression. It 
is for this reason Unitarianism is making nearly the 
same progress among the few who think for themselvest 
even in N^ew England, that fanaticism is among th» 
many who take their creed upon trust. ^^ It would as- 
tonish, and frighten many of the pious people in New 
York and Philadelphia^ (I quote from the Olive Branch^ 
page 275) ** to be informed ; but they may neverthelest 
rely upon the information as indubitably true, that a 

, large portion of the . clergy in the town of Boston are 
absolute Unitarians, and scout the idea of the divinity 
of Jesus Christ, as completely and explicitly as ever 
Dr. Priestley did; and let ine add, that the present 
Principal of Harvard College, was known to be an Uni- 
tarian when he was elected. This fact establishes tha 
Tery great extent and prevalence of the doctrine." 



THE CENTRAL STATES. 

There is no portion of the Union which contains more 
enlightened individuals, morel useful institutions, or a 
stronger spirit of literary and scientifick improvement, 
than the cities of New York, and Philadelphia; but there 
are several reasons which prevent the citizens of the 
Central States from acquiring a general character, as 
strongly marked as is that of the Eastern. They are 
composed of several heterogeneous bodies. The ancient 
Dutch race still exists, with many of its primitive habits, 
towards the centre of the state of New York ; towards 
the north and west, its population consists chiefly of New 
Englanders. A large portion of Pennsylvania is inhabited 
by. Germans, who are still unacquainted with the English 
language, and are consequently rather a social circle ex- 
isting within the State, than a portion of the community 
amalgamating with it. The Quakers too, are a body 
whose distinctive! habitfi necessarily operate against the 
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ibriSation of a general character, because they are strong- 
er than any general cauRes by which such a character- is 
engendered. These circumstances are hardly, however* 
felt as disadvantages ; in some respects, they are proba- 
bly the contrary. ~ 

As citizens, the Dutch and Germans are peaceable and 
industrious, though not very enlightened; the New En- 
glanders introduce the best qualities of their characters: 
the Quakers are intelligeni and humane. Adventurers 
from all countries constitute the most unsound part of the 
population, and are likely to give a stranger an unfavoura- 
ble opinion of the whole; in other respects, the Central 
States seem those in ^hich foreigners will find the tone 
of manaers, and spirit of society most accommodating and 
easy. 



THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

It 19 impossible to consider the character of the 'south- 
ern states, without again adverting to the pernicious ef- 
fects of slavery. 

Land cultivated by slaves requires a considerable capi- 
tal, and will therefore be divided among a small number 
of proprietors. Experience too, shews, that the quantity 
of labour performed by slaves, is much below that of an 
equal number of free cultivators ; the number of persons 
deriving support from the soil will consequently be less : 
but the loss is not in quantity only, the quality is pro- 
portionably deteriorated. He who commands the sweat' 
of others, will be little inclined to toil himself;* the in- 
clination will diminish with the necessity. The fact is 
so consonant with this Remark, that in the Southern states, 
the fisheries, and all branches of active exertion, fall into 
the hands of the New Englanders : so much so, that the 
city of Charleston is supplied with fish by smacks from 
Marblehead and Boston. Climate might be supposed to 
have partial influence in producing this effect, were not 
such individuals as are compelled by the nature of their 
occupations to rely much on their own efibrts, found no- 

* "Of the proprietors of slaves, a very small proportion In- 
deed are ever seen to labour." J^ersorCs Notes, p. 241. 
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wise Inferioar io attainmeots and applieation to the same 
descriptioo of persons in the more temperate portions of 
the Union. Naj, have not almost all the sultriest re- 
gions of the glofcie been alternately the seats of sloth and 
enterprise ? ' 

The same distribution of property which renders la- 
boor unnecessary to its proprietor, is no less fatal to his 
mental improvement. Experience informs us, that means 
and leisure are less poweiful excitements to study than 
the spur of necessity, and hope of profit. Information 
will be first sought, that it may be useful, it will after- 
wards be perused for the pleasure of the acquisition only. 
The planter has therefore been ever reckoned among the 
least enlightened members of society ; but says a pro- 
verb, Tiiose whom the devil finds idle, he sets about his 
own work. Dissipation must be always the resource of 
the unoccupied and ill-instructed. 

If the political effects of slavery are pernicious to the 
citizen, its moral effects are still more fatal to the man. 
"There must doubtless,'* (says Mr. Jefferson,) "be an 
anhappy influence on the manners of the people, pro- 
duced by the existence of slavery among us. The whole 
eonHnerce between master and slave, is a perpetual ex- 
ercise of the most boisterous passions ; the most unremit- 
tiag despotism on the one part, and degrading dubmis- 
•ions on the other. Our children see this, and learn to 
imitate it, for man is an imitative animal. The parent 
•torms, the child looks on, catches the lineaments of 
wrath, puts on the same airs in the circle of smaller 
•laves, give loose to th^ worst of passions, and thus 
nursed, educated, and daily exercised in tyranny, can- 
not but be stamped by it with odious peculiarities. The 
man must be a prodigy who can retain bis morals and 
manners undepraved by such circumstances." J^otes 
p. 241. 

We know the time of prodigies is past, and that na- 
tural effects will follow their causes. The manners of 
the lower classes in the Southern states are brutal and 
depraved.* Those of the upper, corrupted by power, are 

* The stage drivers, for instance, are more inhuman, and 
roach inferiour in decency of behaviour to the uegFoes^ who 
are sometimes employed in the jame capacity : so that it 
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frequently arrogant and assuming : unused (o restraint or 
contradiction of any kind, they are necessarily quarrel- 
some ; and in their quarrels, the native ferocity of their 
iiearts breaks out. Duelling is Dot only in general vogue 
and fashion, but is practised with circumstances of pe- 
culiar vindictiveness. It is usual when two persons 
have agreed to fight, for each to go out regularly and 
practise at a mark, in the presence of their friends, during 
the interval which precedes their meeting ; one of the 
parties therefore commonly falls. 

Did the whole of the above causes operate with undi- 
minished influence, the result would be horrible ; but there 
are several circumstances continually working in mitiga- 
tion of those evils. 

The American form of government, as powerfully im- 
pels to energy, as slave proprietorship does^ to indolence. 
The example of neighbouring states continually urges on 
improvements. The learned and mercantile professions 
have little direct interest in the slave system, and are 
. therefore less infected by its contagion. 1 have already 
noted a distinction betwixt the farmers of the upper 
couolry^ and the planters of the lower. There is tlius a 
consideratHe portion of comparatively untainted popula- 
tion. Even among the planters, there are individuals, 
who, by a judicious use of the advantages of leisure and 
fortune, by travel, and extensive intercourse with the 
world, have acquired manners more polished, and senti- 
flients more refined, than are the common lot of their fel- 
low-citizens in other portions of the Union : but these 
are rare exceptions, stars in darkness, which shine, more, 
•ensibly to mark the deep shadows of the opposite ex- 
treme, where the contrast is strong, perpetual, and dis- 
gusting. 



THE WESTERN STATES. 

'^ The inhabitants of Kentucky are, or at least were (for 
in America the wheel of society turns so awiftly, that 

seems not improbable that the effects of slavery, upon the 
k)wer orders at lea^t, are more debasing to the governing class, 
than to the governed. 
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20 years work the changes of a ceotury) considered as 
the Irishmen of the United States : that is to say, a simi- 
lar state of society had produced^ in a certain degree, 
similar manners. 

The Kentuckians inhabited a fertile country, with few 
large towns or manufactories ; they had therefore both 
leisure and abundance, as far as the necessaries of life 
went : they were consequently disposed to conviviality 
and social intercourse ; and as the arts were little under- 
stood, and the refinements of literature and science un- 
known, their board was seldom spread by the graces, o^ 
their festivity restricted within the boundaries of tendper* 
ance. They were in fact hospitable and open-hearted, 
but bobterous, and addicted to those vulgar, and even 
brutal amusements, which were once common in Vir- 
ginia, and have been common in all countries, as long as 
man knew no pleasure more refined, than the alternate 
excitement and dissipation of his animal spirits, by feats 
of physical strength and coarse debauchery. 
. 'To a certain extent therefore, there were points of 
similitude betwixt the Kentucky farmers and the Irish 
gentry, but there was always this point of distinction ; in 
Kentucky, leisure and abundance belonged to every man 
who would work for them ; in Ireland, they appertained 
only to the few for whom the many worked. 

Kentucky has . of late years become a manufacturing 
state : towns have grown up rapidly, and the luxuries <^ 
social intercourse are scarcely less understood in Liexing- 
ton than in New York : manners must therefore have un- 
dergone a considerable change, and those peculiarities 
of character, which were once supposed to mark Ken- 
tuckians, must probably now be sought among the more 
recent inhabitants of Tennessee or Indiana. It may safe- 
ly be affirmed, that between the Alleghanies and the Mis- 
souri, every degree of civilization is to be met with 
which shades the character of social man, from a state 
of considerable luxury and refinement, until on the very 
verge of the pale, he almost ceases to be gregarious, 
and attaches himself to a life of savage independence. 
There are settlers, if they may be so called, who are 
continually pushing forward, abandonhig their recent im- 
provements as fast as neighbourhood overtakes thetn, and 
plunging deeper inlp primeval wildernesses. Mr. Boon, 
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is a person of this deBcriptton ; he explored' Kentucky in 
1^60; since this period, he haa constantiy formed the 
advanced patrole of civilization, until he is. now, I be- 
lie ve^ on the Missourir It is a maxim'with him, that a 
eouutry is too thickly peopled, as soon as he eannot fail 
a tree from the forest into hi« own inclosure. 

It seems a very simple process to go and settle in a fer- 
tile country, where land may be i^rooufed for two dollars 
the acre ; a ghince, however, over an uncleared, and hea- 
*vily-timbered tract, is sufficient, not only to correct our 
notions of the fticflity of the enterprise, but to render it 
astonisltin^, that men are found sufficiently Venturesonie 
and enduring to undertake the task. The stoutest la- 
bourer might well shrink at the prospect, but hope and 
ft-eedom brace both soul and sinews. The manner ia 
which the young adventurer feets out upon his pilgrimage, 
itas been already descri^ied in livelier colours than mine. 
There is something almost poetical in the confidence and 
. barditiood of such undertakings, and I have heard a kind^of 
ballad-song, which turns upon theni> with some such 
burthen as this : 

** *T'k you can reap and mow, love, 

And I can spin, and sew, 
. And we* 11 settle on the banks of 
^ The |»leasaot Obio.*'^ 

How tliese adventurers have thriven is well known ; Ken- 
tucky, first settled in 1773, in 1792 had a population es^- 
mated at 100,000, and by the census of j810, at 406,511. 
Morse reckons the whole population of the Western terri- 
tory in 1790, at 6000. According to the census of 1810, 
Ohio alone con^ned 227,8431 Tennessee 261,227 ; and 
the other territories about 118.000; making an increase of 
100 fold in 20 years. Thie rate is prodigious, even when 
compared with the most thriving of the Atlautick States. 
The population of New York, was in 

1756 r- - 97,pOO 

1786 - - 239,000 
^ 1805 ^ - - 586,000 

1810 - - 960,000 
Averaging an inerease of about twenty^four fold in forty 
years.. In most of the New £ng||nd States, the increase 

36 
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is extremely tmall : so that they seem to have nearly at* 
tained the amount of population their soil will support 
with ease aod comfort. Connecticut contained in 

1756 - - ' 130,611 inhabitanU 

1774 - . 198,000 

1782 - - 203,000 

1805 - - 252,000 

1810 . - 262,000 
It may be supposed that with such an extraordinary 
growth, the demand for labour through the Westera 
States is very great : even in Upper Canada the want oC 
mechanicks and artificers is severely felt. The cause is 
easily assigned. Whenever great facilities exist for be* 
coming a land-owner, men will unwillingly submit to the 
drudgery of menial or mechanical occupations, or at least 
submit to them so long only, as will afford them the 
means of taking up what they will consider a preferable 
mode of life. Wages are therefore very high through the 
whole of the continent ; in the new States from the natu* 
ral scarcity of labour, in the old, from the competition of 
the new. I saw the following terms offered to journejP- 
men tailors in a Enoxville newspaper : three dollars for 
making a coat ; one for each job ; their board'and lodging 
found them, and certain employment for one year. Knox- 
ville is the capital of East Tennessee. 

The views and feelings of the Western States are natu- 
rally influenced by their local position. All their streams, 
the Ohio, the Wabash, the Miami, the Kanhawa, and the 
Monongahela, discharge themselves finally 4nto the Mis- 
sissippi ; the Missouri coming from the opposite direction, 
finds the same vent. The inhabitants look therefore to 
the gulph of Mexico, as the natural outlet of their com- 
merce ; to them the Atlantick States are thelMick coun- 
try. What changes this feeling may eventually work in 
the Union, it is now useless to inquire, but it seems evi- 
dent, that at no distant date, the Western States will 
have far outgrown their neighbours in power and popula- 
tion. 

Already, the anticipating dance of ambition surveys an 
ample 6eld; the whole continent is parcelled out. Be- 
sides Indiana, the Mississippi, the lUinob, the Michigan, 
and the North-west territories, equal in extent to four 
Englands, the Missoui^ territory is thus described in the 
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American " Traveller's Directory :" " Boundaries-— On 
the north, unsettled country ; south, Louisiana, and Gulf 
of Mexico ; east, Upper Canada, North-west territory, Illi- 
nois territory, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi territory, 
and Louisiana : west, the Panifick Ocean, and south- west, 
the Spanish internal provinces. Extent from north to 
south, ahout 1380 miles; from east to. west, about 1680 
miles. Area, about 1,580,000 square miles.-' The popu- 
lation is as yet something inadequate, being only 21,000. 
It is curious to observe, for how much, or rather for how 
little, the rights of the real proprietors of the soil, the In- 
dians, count in these convenient distributions. They are 
in fact considered as a rac«^ of wild animals, not less inju? 
rious to settlement and cultivation than wolves and 
bears ; but too strong, or too cunning to be exterminated 
exactly in the same way. Their final extinction, how- 
ever, is not less certain. Then will the Queen of the 
Pacifick ascend the throne of undisputed empire, " et vie- 
trix daminabitur OrbV^ 



No. in. 

OP THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT. ^ 

** The United States, d^airing of producing good maAnera, or a regQrd 
for private duties, by infusing into government the strongest solicitations to 
disregard publick duties ; endeavour to secure the morality of government, 
as the best security against the licentiousness of the people. They forbear 
to «xcite ambition and avarice by hereditary orders, or separate interests; 
and provide against both, by election, responsibility, and division of power. 
They exclude the vicious moral qualities, fear, and superstition, as elements 
of government ; and select for its basis, the most perfect moral quality of 
human nature. »»—.4» Inquiry into the Prinriples and PoUcy qf the Govern- 
ment qfiht United States, by John Taylor, Virginia* 

* I am much indebted to this able expositor of Republican 
principles, for the information he has afforded me on the Ame- 
ricau GoTeroroent ; were his manner equal to his matter, his 
'* Inquiry*' could not but produce a sensible effect on the 
science of politicks ; as it Is, the strength and originality of his 
intellect amply reward the lahour of a perusal. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

The observations I am about to offer oo the Americaa 
Government refer less to ita forms and details, which are 
sufficiently understood, than to its principles^ and to the 
essential points of difference betwixt it and all existing 
governments. In considering these, 1 shall endeavour t© 
follow the route traced bf the Americans themselves, by 
beginning; with general principles, and thence deducing 
the constituent elements of their polity ; preserving 
throughout, the line of argument adopted by what is 
termed the Demorratick party, in opposition to the Fe- 
deralists, some of whom hold principlcfs widely dMTereot. 



SECTION I. 

OF NATIONAJi SOVEREIGNTV. 

Individual advantage is the object for which men 
unite in society, and sacri&ce a portion of individiml 
liberty. Government is compounded of the portions so 
sacrificed. 

The purport of its creation is to guarantee the aggre- 
gate of these individual advantages which constitute the 
publick good. But although almost all governments con- 
fess this end of their being, yet having been founded, not 
upon a recognition of the principle, but upon the usurpa- 
tion of some, and the, weakness of others, the publick good 
has ^een almost invariabfy resolved into, the good of one 
man, denominated a king or emperour, or of a few dcno* 
rainated nobles, and privileged classes. The Americaus 
had the singular advantage of being called upon to build 
up a frame of government, ** ah mUio^ so that no reasoa 
could exist for legitimating an abuse, merely because it^ 
was established. Thfey were called upon too, at a period, 
when men's minds were thoroughly imbued both with a 
knowledge of the principle, and with a deep sense of the 
calamities which a neglect of it had inflicted on the world. 
They therefore considered it as the key-stone and cemeiit 
of their social edifice. 
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The end and purpose pf government having thus been 

agreei) upon, the question naturally arose of how this end 

was to be obtained ^ Here a previous consideration be- 

. eame necessary ; namely, upon what basis governments 

iiad been and sliouUl be erected. 

Ail governments evidently depended u{>on power, and i 
all pretended a right to the power they exercised. The 
origin however of this right was variously asserted, and 
derived from a variety of sources; sometimes it was 
beaven-born ; sometimes an .inheritance ; now a prescrip- 
tion; now a contract betwixt the gqyernment and the 
i>eople. ^ 

^s the • American constitution acknowledges none of 
these derivations^ it is necessary to give each of them a 
brief consideration, tK>th to mark this point of distinction, 
betwixt it and other ^vernments, and also to be able 
more safely to determine, to which party most essentially 
belongs the invaluable attribute of political justice. 

Ist. — The plea of some men to a Divine right to go- 
vern others, has antiquity on its side : it seems to have 
been successfully resorted to by the governing classes in 
the kingdoms of early Greece. Almost all their heroes 
and) chieftains claimed kindred with Jupiter, and were 
rectilinear descendants from Hercules . and Theseus. 
Claims so exalted, were however, to be supported by a 
anperiority of mental apt} bodily endowments, in some 
degree commensui^ate ; so that the sturdy warriours, who 
led the van of the fight, and bore the tempest of battle on 
shields^ which the less practised strength of their follow* 
ers was inadequate to wield, might exclaim, probably 
With as much truth as vanity ; 

Paganism was, however, too lax a system, and the ten^ 
dency of the Greeks to freedom and knowledge too 
strong, for divine right long to roaintHin an ascendancy 
over them : it was buried with the HeracliilsB, and would 
- probably have been forgotten with ofacIeE and omens, had 
Botthe early Christian church borrowed a similar notion 
from the Jewish dispensations, and employed it as an in- 
strument to perfect an alliance with civil government ; 
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to aid the uturfiationi of wbich^ the Clergj, in eomidera-. 
tioa of value received, leot that Wghi Drvtue, which in 
their own hand proved so ^fficacioua an instrument of 
aubjugation. 

At long, however, as th^ Feudal system held its ma- 
turity of strength, the doctrine 4>f Divine Right seems to 
have had but a Vague and partial effect on the military 
Aristocracies which frequently usurped and concentrated 
f he whole powers of government.* 

It was not until these were broken up, that we ind it 
assuming an important rank among political principles. 

In England, it attained the zenith of its influence under 
the Stuarts; but exposed and confounded by philoeopby, 
it grew out of vogue at the period of the Revolution ; so 
that it seems to have been pretty generally laid by 
among the antiquated notions of past generations ; with 
this exception, however, in its favour, that it should be 
again brought forward whenever a period of political de- 
lusion should favour its resurrection ; for though it bears 
its native absurdity somewhat ostentatiously on its front, 
it is a natural favourite with politicians, both on ac* 
count of the ingenious manner, in which it confounds the 
intelligible with the mysterious, the cause of bad men, 
with that of a benevolent Deity ; and ahK> ttom Its ines- 
timable quality, of rendering reason superfluous. 

2. A right of inheritance in-some men to govern others, 
may be thus expressed ; ^' My father governed your father ; 
therefore, I have a right to govern you.*' 

h formula which carries little more authority with it, 
than if one should say, '* My father murdered your fa- 
ther, therefore 1 have a right to myrder you.'* The sim- 
ple existence of the fact confers no right. Admit the 
right in the terms of the proposition, and it will stand 
thus ; '* My father had a right to govern your father, 
therefore I have a right to govern you :" that is, yoa 
Inherit your father's rights to govern my father; — grant- 
ed ; but you cannot claim as an inheritance, that which 

'" The honest Bisbop of Carlisle*s speech against the depo- 
sition of Richard H. seems to be a fair statement of tbis doc- 
trine, as maintained by chnrchmen ; while the event shew hoir 
little it was able to influence the lay nubility. 
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your father did not possess, namelf, a right to govern me, 
who i;¥as not then born. 

This imperfeet analogy, however, betwixt the inheri- 
tance of property, and that of power ; a perpetual inac- 
euracy with regard to the meaning of such words as 
Crown, Government, and Kingdom, (an inaccuracy to be 
expected in times and persons Httle accustomed to con- 
sider the import of abstract terms) together with a na- 
tural propensity in the human mind to regard that which 
is, as that which should be, have patched up the idol 
of Legitimacy, or hereditary Right ; an absurdity of th^ 
same character with Divine Right, but more likely to 
keep. its footing in an enlightened age, l)ecau8e it claims 
an alliance with that reason, which the former religious- 
ly discards. 

3. Custom has been allowed in certain cases to confer 
right; is it therefore in itself right, or does it become so 
from certain associations ? 

It is clearly not right in itself, because customs may 
be absurd, inhuman, or impious. 

That it sometimes becomes right, seems equally indis- 
putable. 

By what rule, therefore, must Custom be tried to dis- 
cover in it the quality of right ? — -Why is any custom ab- 
surd, or inhuman ? Because by militating against reason 
or humanity, it produces evil, instead of good. 

Here then t^e perceive a standard, by which cuatomf 
■lay be tried; that of Utility. 

Prescriptive rights to power must be examied there- 
fore by this rule; but if it be essential to their approval, 
that they should be so examined, their authority rests on 
another basis than that of prescription, namely, that of 
Utility. 

Since therefore. Prescription requires the sanction of 
Utility to become right, by itself it conveys no right. 

4. It was probably the evident inadequacy of these 
sanctions, which gave rise to the supposition of a Con- 
tract betwixt the government and the people, which was 
so far a tribute paid to the more enlightened notions of 
■aankind on this subject. 1 proceed to consider the vali- 
dity of such a contract. 

A contract is an agreement betwixt two parties to do, 
er forbear certain things. 
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The vaiidity of a contract depends. 1st/ on the right 
of the parties to eater into it ; and this depends on the 
right thej have previously over the 8u|)ject-qiatter of the 
^contract; for if they have no such right, the contract 
has no more validity than an agreement betwixt two 
thieves, to divide 4he property of an honest man. 

2d. On the abilitj^ of the parties to perform it.* Without 
such ability, it is equivalent to an agreement to cut op 
the' moon in quarters; it is an absurdity.* 

How far does a Contract betwixt a government and a 
nation answer to these conditions ? v 

If a right to power be derived from, a Contract, it did 
not exist previous to that Contract : but the government 
^,^consiitingof one, or of fifty persons, contracts with 
the nation B, consisting of 5,000,000; therefore A has 
as much right to govern B, as B has to govern J ; but 
by the hypothesis, A contracts to obtain this right, there- 
fore A did not previously possess it, and was not in a 
condition to contract. 

Again, the validity of a contract depends on the abiiitf 
of the contracting parties to fulfil it : if, however, A and . 
B, have not both a right to pow*, it must be lotlged in 
B, since A is to derive it from B ; then either B has 
both the right and the power, or B has the right and A 
the power. In the former case, B is dependant on A^ 
and must necessarily want ability to fulfil the contract. 
In the latter case, the ability is wanting to B, so that 
a fair contract is impossible.! 

Admit, however, that a contract could 6e framed, land- 
ing on the contracting, or supposed contracting parties 
themselves; by what rule could these pretend to bind 

* If the parties are conscious of their inability, the contraet 
is fraudulent, if unconscious, they are '' ftuMMi Aoc," no better 
than idiots. 

t HoweFer hypothetical this statemenjt may appear, it is 
strictly conformable to experience. 

History offers us no example of a contract, in the fair sense 
of the word, betwixt a government and a nation. 

In civil contests, the prevailing party has imposed terms on 
the other, more or less severe, more or less advantageous, in 
proportion to the magnitude of the triumph, or the surviving 
means of resistance. 
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their poiterity ? Grant that my ancestors could, and did 
legally deliver thefn9e|ves iatp ttoodage to yours, could 
they ttieretbre deliver me to you ; the unborn to the un- 
born ? Whatever right they had to^ contract for the^n- 
•elves, the same must 1 have to contract for myself. 
- fihoiHd the analogy of testamentary dispositions and 
entails be adduced to support the right of e&isting socie** 
4ies to bind their descendants, it mrty be answered, that 
post-obit dispositions of every kind are creations of so* 
tiety. 

In a state of nature, the rights of each individual die 
with him ; under the social system, they are prplonged, not 
4Ufely for his own advantage (for it would be a little ab* 
■urd to suppose ail the ^iresefnt inhabitants of the earth, 
merely usufructuaries for the benefit of their deceased an* 
dcestors) but for the general good. 

W^ are thus conducted to a right deduced, not (from 
Contract, but Utility. 

The Americans, rejecting therefore these fantastick 
bases of government, perceived there was one Right upon 
»^hich no question could be raised, namely, the Right of 
.•i|oh individual to bestow that which belonged to him. 

Each individual, as has been observed, sacrifices, on ' 
ftntecing into society, a certain portion of his freedom, 
that is, of bis absolute and unlimited right over his owii 
person and property. But these portions so sacrificed, 
are not lost, nor to be made an appanage for the strongest'; 
but they constitute a general stock of national power to 
be.u«9d for the publiok good. 

The Right,ofdistributi6n resides in the nation, because 
M^ional power is .a property incapable of being transf^ 
red to individuals ; and this Right constitutes National 
Sovereignty, the only legitimate origin of government. 
^Vfpr.thesancient species of compact,^' says Mr. Taylor, 
p. 425. '' our. policy has substituted a chain of subordins^ 
lion tuspeiided from its principle x>f the right of self-^b- 
yernment. Oqr political sovereignty is the first link, ibnd 
.9)Uur.0Qii&enMiient ihe second;^' 
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SECTION II. 

OP THE SYSTEM OP ORDER3. 

The Americans having, by meaos of Gonventiontf^ 
given life to tl>e principje of National Sovereignty, pro^ 
ceeded to consider what form of government would be 
most in unison with it. 

They had the light of ages to guide them in their se* 
lection ; and the result of it will instruct us to what pur- 
pose they employed the means, within their grasp ;^ how 
far they are to be considered as servile imitators of Euro- 
pean institutions, and how far they have enlarged the 
limits of political science. 

The three simple forms of government had been so 
generally felt, an<i pronounced to be evil, that there was 
never a question of them in America. 

The comi)ound form, however, or system of Orders, 
was so far from being included in this sentence, that it Is 
generally regarded in other countries, and even by a 
•mall but respectable party in America, as the Archetype 
of their own government. Mr. Adams' " Defence,** 
seems to have been written for the express purpose of 
proving that this either was, or ought to be, the case; 
and the Federalists are, for the most part, followers of 
the sam^ doctrine. 

The question therefore demands examination. 

If both the fundamental principles, and experimental 
effects of this system are wholly different from those of 
the American policy, it would be absurd to insist upon 
their being copies one of the other. 

The peculiar merit of the system of Orders, or Estates, 
is admitted to consist in the equilibrium maintained among 
them, each acting as a check upon the other. 

The means by which this effect is produced, are also 
admitted to be jealousy, and a balance of power. 

The result is asserted to be the greatest political hap- 
piness of which mankind are capable. 

Political theories are objects of ridicule to practical 
politicians, yet Plato*s republick would seem the vulgarest 
matter of fact, if compared with the system of Orden, 
as laid down in theory. 
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l^hree Estates or Orders, naturally hostile, and equal in 
power, are to be held, like the Ass in )he Fable, or Ma- 
homet's Coffin, in a state of perpetual neutrality, by the 
operation of the evil moral quality, jealousy ! 

I know of nothing with which to compare such an in- 
genious piece of moral mechanism, except the celebrated 
dagger scene in The Gritick. Were experience howev- 
er in its favour, its theoretical effigy would be unimpor* 
tant; but the deep and sober warning -t>f history flatly^ 
contradicts its pretensions. 

History tells us, that the three ingredients of the com- 
pound Monarchy, Aristocracy, and Democracy, alike nox- 
ious when single, have exhilated the same deleterious quali- 
tiesT under every form of combination ; and that so far 
from having ever been held in equilibrium one by ano- 
ther, the moment of their approximation to a balance has 
ever been the signal for civil wars, terminating in a fu- 
sion of the whole compound into one mass of anarchy, or 
despotism. 

Aristocracy, and Democracy were the pre^iling forms 
of firrecian polity. The repeated struggles of the two 
Cactions, throughout Greece generally, and in each par- 
ticular city, denote at least an appi^ximation to a balance, 
since neither party could completely prevail over the 
other;, but did they therefore preserve tranquillity and 
freedom ? Did they not, on the contrary, deliver the no- 
blest race of men that ever existed, into the l>enumbing 
embrace of absolute power ? 

We have, little certain knowledge of the early Mo- 
narchy of Rome. Its lineaments, however, exhibit some 
traces of a system of Orders, consisting of a King,- Senate, 
and People. 

It lasted until the king felt himself strong enough to 
oppress, and the people to resist ; when each party had 
recourse to arms, and the contest was so far doubtful, that 
the existence of the republick was jeopardized. 

The government afterwards fell into the hands of the 
Senate, with their relation's and connexions, the Patri- 
cians, who probably at this period constituted an Aristo- 
cracy, according to the original sense of the word. 

As the Plebeians grew sensible of their own weight; 
they put themselves into competition with the Patricians, 
for the purpose of opening their monopoly of dignities, 
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and breaking down their acouodulatioD of property, by 
meant of the Agrarian Law. 

The fate of all those who attempted this nieatore, 
notwithstanding their talents and popularity, clearly 
proves, that the aristocrat ica I party, notwithstanding its 
occasional concessions, still maintained an ascendancy, 
which could be levelled only by civil war. 

Marius was the 6rst Plebeian consul ; thencefcMrtb the 
contest ^ems equal, the result was slavery to all. 

We- read over again the history of Greece in that cC 
the Italian republicks. The nobles and people were so 
far balanced, that neither could, entirely, put dowo the 
dther. la their towns, the body of the citizens pr^ 
vailed ; the exiled or defeated nobles took refuge in their 
eastles, among their vassals; devastated the country, 
nnited with foreign powers, and thus recovered their loit 
fround ; but the restoration of the equilibriufti never ie«- 
tored freedom. The result was the establishment of a 
tyrant, of one party or the other. His reign in some 
degree set op the system of Orders, which lasted until it 
approached an eqqilibrium, by the awakening of the peo- 
ple to a sense of their oppression and strength, when th# 
edifice tumbled to ruin. 

The institutions or modern European governments are 
all of Feudal origin, changed and modified by time and 
accident. 

The Feudal system is itself a curious illustration of th# 
effect of Orders in government. It prevailed generally 
through Europe from the dissolution of the Romad em- 
pire almost to our own times ; it had therefore some 
principle of durability : but its dissolution has constantly 
taken place' at the moment the equilibrium of Orden 
■eemed established. 

In its infancy^ as in its old age, it consisted of threa 
•ttates, a King, a Nobility, and the free Tenants. 

During several centuries, the power of the Kings ail4 
People was dust in the balance, against that of the No- 
bility : alienation destroyed the power jof the great va*^ 
sa^s, while that of the Crown continued to increase, kt 
the expense of those who had formerly overawed it, un* 
til in France under the Bourbons, in Spain under 
Charles V. and his successors, in England ander tlia 
Tadom akid Stnartai it elevated itadf abora batb tM 
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Nobles and Peo^, the latter of whom it employed ai 
the instrument of its elevation, forcing the degraded no- 
bility into the rank of courtiers and dependants. 

During ttiese cbatages, the co^ition of the peopJJQ 
changed also ; they rose rapidly into importance, so that 
'by the time the Crown had completed its trfumph over 
the Barons, they stood u|)on the ground of equality with 
It. But the wheel did not stop. The Orders tbuii 
Equalised, did not remain su8i»ended in an equilibrium 
5f everlasting inactivity : in England, where the pro- 
gress of events had been most rapid, ^ a civil war en^ 
sued, and it would be difficult to discover any thing re- 
sembling a balance of Orders from this period to that of 
the Revolution. 

In France the same effects were produced more slow* 
ly ; there wps no mention of a balance of orders under 
Louis XI V. or XV.; but an approximation towards it 
appeared under their unfortunate successor ; we know the 
result was any thing but the so much cele^ted repose 
of mutual jealousy. * 

There is another and mor« important period to be eX" 
amined ; that of the preseut generation. If we can now 
discover tranquillity and happiness resulting from a 
balance of Orders, the Americans may mistrust- their ci^U" 
ttitutioD, and leave the Federalists to interpret it. 

Power follows wealth; where one is, there will the 
Other be also. The Feudal A ristofcracy rested upon the 
solid foundation of property; with the church, it divided 
the wealth as welt as the power of Europe. The power 
0f the Crown, which succeeded it, did not rest precisely 
upon the same basis. Alienation and commerce, which 
bad impoverished the Barods, had enriched the Commons 
in the same proportion, hut ^Ue change had been gradual^ 
and habits of submission continued to give the Crown 
advantages not naturally belonging to It; it is therefore 
simple eaough that it should have acquired an immense 
accession of power in this interval ot Baronial weakness, 
and popular ^norance ; but to recover the sanie or even 
a Still greater degree after the people had bot^h felt and 
used their strength, was a process more complicated; its 
consideration involves the question of the bslanee^ as at 
present etistinQ« 
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When Buonaparte assumed a place among the legiti- 
mate sovereigns of Europe, he readitf perceived, that 
notwithstanding his immense military force, there would 
be no stability in the imperial throne, unless he could 
«3cceed in^raising such a countervailing power to that of 
the people, as existed under the ancient regime. . The 
attem.ii was mnde under a partial and narrow view of 
circumstances : not even Buonaparte could create^ an 
aristocracy, which had been the work of events and 
times irrevocable. Had he succeeded, the history of 
France would have foretold to him, how little his family 
would have profited by it. He did not succeed, but 
created a Peerage of phantoms, which added neither 
support nor lustre to his throne; slaves in prosperity, 
summer flies in the winter of his downfall. He felt this 
errour, and on his return from Elba sought to, buHd on a 
surer foundation ; but the real state of the question was 
then revealed; it was this, that the true strength of a 
nation residw in the body of the People, and that govern- 
ments which are not founded upon the principle of Na- 
tional Sovereignty, by which is implied a right in the 
nation to choose its own agents, must rely for their sup- 
port upon force and fraud. The People are never wilKng 
and knowing victims. , 

Little need be said of France since the restoration of 
the Bourbons : it is evident that the ingredients are 
wanting for compounding a new system of Estates, it 
only therefore remains to be seen what fraud and force 
can effect, against the right of self-government. This 
seems acknowledged, that they who use them, have as 
yet little confidence in their weapons. 

I proceed to consider the English system, regacded by 
Mr. Adams, as the most perfect exemplification of the 
system of Orders, with its anti-attrition wheels of mutual 
jealousy. 

** The constitutional government of this island,** says 
Blackstone, *' is so admirably tempered and compounded, 
that nothing can endanger dr hurt it, but destroying the 
equilibrium of power between one branch of the legis- 
lature and the rest,'* 1. p. 51. The three co-equals are 
necessarily equal to one another; therefore the House 
of Peers is equal in power to the Crown.' Power fol- 
lows wealth; he who commands the wealth of others, 
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commands the power"^ attached to that wealth. The 
King of England, besides a personal revenue of 1,000,000^., 
commands as much more as maintains aij armjr of nearly 
100,000 regular troops a considerable fleet, an im- 
mense body of civil agents, with abundance of pensioners 
and other persons, attached either by hope or fear to its 
interests. Let the popular strength be deducted from 
either side, and the two parties take the field with their 
own resources, would the contest be prolonged half an 
hour? Would there be a contest ? Shall it be said the 
parties are equal, because the Crown dares not attempt 
the lives or property of the Peers ; I ask, why dares it 
not? because the third party would necessarily* take a 
part in the contest; — but this proves aily thing but aa 
Equality betwixt the two.* 

Is the House of Peers equal in power to the popular 
branch of the constitution ? The power of a representa- 
tive body is to be measured by that of the represented ; 
a small portion only 6f the English people is represent- 
ed ; yet even this portion far exceeds, in the sum total 
of its property, that of the aristocratical branch, who 
bring with them the weight only of their individual es- 
tates. If in this condition it be no match for the Com- 
mons, much less would it be felt, if weighed against the 
whole strength of the People, according to the theory of 
the constitution, and according to the interpretation of it 
by its admirers in America. 

In France, ^he Nobility, at the period of the revolu^ 
tion, far exceeded the English peerage in all the essen- 
tial qualities of an aristocracy. It had more wealth, 
greater numbers, ampler privileges, and deeper preju- 
dices in its favour; yet it was not Aaore sensibly felt 
than the fly on the bull's hbrn against the power of the 
People. 

It remains to consider the equilibrium of power be- 
twixt th^ Crown and the People. Whatever the Crown 

♦ As long as the nobility were really formidable to the 
crown, the latter watcbed over them, beheld them with jea- 
lousy, and sought every occasion to diminish their power. 
Does the crown any longer watch over, or seek to diminish 
their number and influence ? Does it create a ** batch of peers" 
for the sake of having so many additional enemies ? * 
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pogiesset, it derives from the People ; there eaa thece- 
fore be no natural eqailibrium betwixt theqi/ 

'When Peter the Hermit began to preach the crusadeai 
there was nothing iike equality of power betwixt him 
and the smallest of jils congregations. When he set 
out for Asia at the head of 4 or 500,000 fanaticks, there 
was no equilibrium betwixt them and him : as long as 
the delusion lasted they were as absolutely his instrik 
ments as his be^ds and staff. Whoever can substitute hii 
interest in my mind, in the place of my own, is my mas- 
ter, more absolutely than if he' held me in bondage. 

It is this reflection which must guide as to an. estimate 
of the com!)irative strength of the Crown and People in 
Englind. If the latter can be induced to believe their 
interest demitnds a standing army; and such a system of 
tax^ition as shall mortgage the whole property of the na- 
tiofi into the hands of a few individuals ; it is quite 
clear the power will no longer be in their hands, but ia 
those of the Crown which holds the sword, and in those 
of the mortgagees to whom their property is pledged. 

The (National Sovereignty is therefore in the hands of 
^wo parties. The Crown, and a new Order in the state, 
entitled the IVfonied Interest. The history of this order 
is contained in our annals from the time of Sir Robert 
Walpole, who first built it up against the landed or 
Tory interest. 

It h natural to inquire, how an eoiightened nation 
caiiTd be tempted into this act of political ^cide. Many 
causes were combined to produce it; the landed interest 
fell into disrepute from its tory principles ; national ani' 
mo^itleB were carefully fostered, to hurry the people into 
French wsltb andH^^rms^n alliances; debt was the na* 
toral coniequence, and taxation the consequence of debt* 
Taxation is naturally unpopular; the dullest knave will 
feel, through his pocket, and the feeling quickly become^ 
as general as the cause of it ; it was here the principle of 
fraud began to exercise itself^ It was not easy to per- 
suade the payers of taxes that they did not feel them, 
bat it was attem;)ted arid found possible to persaade 
them, that this uneasy sensation was like a rash or a 
boil, ^he surest sym.itom of vigorous health ; and wtiefi 
this Was done, it ws^s qdmparatively easy.to |;oa..9tep 
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llvrftjher* and Mstfro ihem it was not ooljr ^ syntptom of 
^^iKid tettUb, but actually the eaute ol it. 

We catch a glimpse of the cords and pulleys, by iivhicb 
Jtbi9 macbjHefy was played of, in the fifth chapter of 
Sterne's posthumous works. He was employed, he says, 
'Ao write a pamphlet in defence of Sir Robert Walpotci 
^IhI be thus describes the course be took. '' 1 affirmed 
4j|^t 4be high price of provisions so loudly complained of, 
prm^ from the riches and affluence daijy flowing into the 
iKiugdoQ)* under the auspices of our minister* And thai 
Hue accumulation of taxes, like, the rising of rents, was 
the surest token of a nation^s thriving; that the dearness 
pf markets, with these new imposts of government, neces* 
«ariiy douiiied industry ; and that an increase of this natu- 
f)td kind of mtinufajcture^ was adding to the capital stock of 
Idbe commoawealth. I lamented the fatal effects to be 
lipprehended from all these heats, animosities, and revil^ 
jjags, which 1 said, J had good reason to affirm, were but a 
method of acting and instilling treason under cover; for 
that whenever the minister wfis abused, the king was at- 
tacked. 

" This book of mine has been the codex, or ars politica, 
of all Ihe ministerial sycophants, ever since that era ; for 
I have scarcely met with a paragraph in any of the state- 
hireling writers for many years past, that 1 could not trace 
fjBarly back to vAy own code.^' 

The separate interests created by debt and taxation, 
have both in zeal and number, been powerful au3tiljaries 
of this system; a part they are the better able to filay 
from their concentration, the S{>here they occupy, and the 
aid of a venal press. All these advantages would proha^ 
hJy however, have been found insufficient, had vh^t^ ex- 
isted any uncontaminated organ of publick opinion, or 
none so styling itself. In the first case, the good sense 
of the. nation would have pierced the cloud of sophistry, 
and having discovered the light, would have had resolu- 
tion to follow it. In the latter, the fountain of supply 
would either have been choaked by despotisni ai^d 1^^ 
kish darkness, or (which is more i^robable) would havii 
forcibly worked itself a new and purer channel. 

The consummation of the pretended system of balances, 
k to transfer to the Crown and Monied Interest, so much 
of the People's property as will enrich the latter, and ena- 

38 
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ble tbe former effeetoally to protect it in its speUatiooft 
The followlDg extract will show this to foe the Democn^ 
tick view of the system. . 

** The effect of opposite interests, ODe enriched by, ant 
governing the other, correctly foHows its cause. One in- 
terest is 41 tyrant, the other it's slave. Id Britain, one of 
these interests owes to the other above ten hundred mil- 
lions of pounds sterling, which would require twelve mil- 
lions of slaves to discharge^ at eighty pounds sterling 
each. If the debtor interest amounts to ten millions <x 
souls, and would be worth forty pounds sterling round, sold 
for slaves, it pays twelve and an half per centnihi on its. 
capitation value, to the creditor interest, for the exclusire 
items of debt and bank-stock. This profit for their mas- 
ters, made by those who are called freemen, greatly ex- 
ceeds what as generally made by those who are called 
slaves. But as nothing is calculated except two items; 
by including the payments for useless ofllces, excessive 
saiai^es, and fat sinecures, it is evident that one interest 
makes out of the other, a far greater profit than if it had 
sold this other, and placed the money in the most prtxliic- 
tive state of usance. 

** Wh'atever destroys an unity of interest between a 
government and a nation, infallibly produces oppression 
and hatred. Human conception is unable to invent a 
scheme, more capable of afflicting mankind with these 
evils, than that of paper and patronage. It divides a na- 
tion into two groups, creditors and debtors ; the first sup* 
plying its want olf physical strength, by alliances with 
fleets and armies, and practising the most unblushing cor- 
ruption. A consciousness of inflicting or suffering inju- 
ries, fills each with malignity towards the oth^r. This 
malignity first begets a multitude of penalties, punish- 
ments, and executions, and then vengeance. A legisla- 
ture, in a nation where the system of pa|>er and patrona^ 
prevails, will be governed by that interest, and legislate 
in its favour It is impossible to db^ this without legislat- 
iiy to the injury d^ the other interest, that is, the great 
mass of the nation. Such a legislature will create unne- 
cessary offices, that themselves or their relations may he 
endowed witb them. They will lavish the revenue, to 
enrich themselves. They will borrow for the nation, that 
they may lend. They will otfer lenders great profits, 
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that ibey ma^^ share in them. ' As grievances gradually , 
excite national diseontent, they will fix the yoke more se- 
curely, by making it gradually heavier. And they will 
finatty avow and maintain their corruption, by establish- 
ing an irresistible standing army, not jto defend the nation, 
but t6 diefend a system for plundering the nation." Tay- 
lor, p. a's. ' 



SECTION III. 

OF THE AMERIC/kN SYSTEM. 

Notwithstanding the evidence of history, that the 
system of Orders has grown out of feudalism* its theorists 
have maintained it to be the production of fate, or nature, 
llnd mankind have, through this belief, been hitherto 
•* held enchanted (to use Mr. Taylor's expression) within 
the circle of the numerical analysis.'* Nature, according 
to this doctrine, engenders Monarchy, Aristocracy, and 
Democracy, all founded on evil nnoral qualities ; and man 
has nothing left to do, but to compound three evils, in 
the best way he can, and extract nutriment from poi- 
sons. ,. 

The American system supposes moral liberty, , pr a 
power of choosing betwixt good and evil : without this at- 
tribute, National Sovereignty would be only an ostenta- 
tious display of human weakness^ A nation, willing its 
own interest, yet unable to pursue it, would exhibit the 
tormenting, yet ludicrous aspect, of a political Tantalus. 

Man, being free to choose, cannot but choose : he has 
moral propensities, stiV«ect to universal moral lay s. ** The 
strongest moral propensity of man (says Mr. Taylor, p. 
70.) b to do good to himself. This begets a propensity 
to do evil to others, for the sake of doing good to himself."> 
This propensity, l>eing governed by motives, is capable 
of increase or diminution. To whatever increases it, we 
give the name of a vicious excitement, and vice versa. 
Government, being composed of individuals, and by indi- 
viduals, contains, and generates the same moral qualities, 
which will be good or evil, in proportion to the excite- 
ments it contains, to good or evil propensities. Upon 
this view of the question, a new mode of analysis is ob- 
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talned, by means of w]hich, govemmeiiti are ilefiiicd, not 
accordUig to numerical classifications, but to Ibeir moral 
qualities. 

The American system proves to diminisb evil in 
foveroment, by weakening its generative principle ; that 
b, by affording the least |H>s8ible excitemedt to evil moral 
qualities, both in the government and in the people. 

" Governments, (says Mr. Taylor, p. 159.) whose ele« 
ments are fraud or force, will naturally excite the «vil 
moral qualities of human nature ; and those whose ele- 
ment is reason, can only eiicite its good. And if every 
government must rely for continuance, either on force at 
fraud, or on reaspn, it follows that every governmeot 
must be founded iu good or in evil moral principles.'' 

He enumerates as evil moral principles of government^ 
" Hereditary order, and exclusive privilege, legal religion^ 
legal fret'dom of inquiry, accumulation of power, patron-" 
age or corru{)tion, ignorance, virtual fepresentatioa, ju- 
dicial uncontrol, funding, and an oligarchy of banks. 
The good are, national sovereignty, equality of civil 
rights, freedom of religion, and of inquiry, division of 
power, knowledge, uncorrupted representation, and actual 
responsibility.*^ Taylor, p. 406. 

A bare enumeration of principles will not constitute a 
good government; it is necessary it should be moulded 
of, and in them. Let us examine how far thisis the cast 
with the government of the United States. 

1st. — ^National Sovereignty has been determined to b^ 
the only legitimate origin of power: it is therefore, the 
only moral basis of government, and consequently, the 
only pne capable of generating good moral qualities. 

National Sovereignty is incapable of alienation, foir 
fts supremacy being absolute in every point of time, it 
Cannot be divested of it. even by its own act ; still le^ 
by any power derived from itself. Hence follows a strik- 
ing diSert nee betwixt the AiLerican system, and that of 
Jlstates, or Orders. 

According to the letter, the Government is the nation, 
because the three Estates are the nation; it is therefore 
illimitable, for the same reason that National Sovereignty 
is illimitable. According t(i the former, Government it 
an agency, and therefore limbed by the Will and iote|i- 
tidn of the nation. . 
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Btttorjr t^thr us, tbat to insure national tranqvUiity, 
there must somewhere be lodged, in some portion, of th« 
body corporate, a preponderating power, against which 
opposition is Melesft : the contrary to which, is a tenden* 
cy to equalization, or pretended balances, by which na- 
tions have ever been convulsed, and 6naHy ruined. 

Tranquillity and happiness are not synonymous. A 
man is tranquil, because he has no reason to be agitatedt 
or he is tranquil, because agitation will procure him no 
relief. Turkey, Russia, Prance, Spain, England, and 
the United States, have been all tranquir for consid^Ta- 
ble periofis, uuder very different forms of government ; 
hut these forms all astreed in the particular, of a prepon- 
derating power, thikugh variously lodged. 

In Turkey and Russia, \i seems resident in the Throne, 
ftnd ^ military Aristocracy; in Prance. ^before thr Revo- 
lution,) and in Spain, in the Throne more exclusively, 
beio^ shared with less fndependent Ar.s^ocracies ; under 
Bonaparte, it wa» in the Army^ of which he was thii 
chief; in England, it has fallen into the hands of the 
Crown and Monied' interest. In the United States, St 
. is in the hands of the Nation. 

We may observe that in all these cases, except the 
last, it is lodged in the hands of a minority, and con- 
. sequently depends upon force and fraud. Legal religiong 
and standing armies are therefore common to them all. 

In the latter Case this {lower rests U(>on a natural basis, 
and therefore, needs no artificial means of defence. 
Tranquillity is preserved, because there is no proportion 
betwixt the strength of the few interested in destroying, 
and of the many interested in maintaining it. 

2d. — Equality of Civil Rights. All men exii^ting ia 
society make an equal sacrifice of their freedom, because 
all have equally an absolute right over their persons and 
property. The extent of the sacrifice being the mea- 
sure of the right, and the absolute right over a shilling 
being equal to the absolute right over a pound, in as much 
as it would be an act no less immoral to deprive the pos- 
lessor of the one than of the other^ inequality of proper- 
ty does not superinduce inequality of rights : but rights 
being equal, no man can be born with a right to com- 
mand another; therefore, hereditary qrder and inberi* 
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table privileges, are necessarily exehided fioni ike Amwi* 
can system. 

Men bare a rigbt over that which is their own; 
either to give it or withhold it; and they have also a 
right to receive that, which others have a right to give. 
The former would be negatived, by a negation of the 
latter. 

The portions of individual liberty, constituting na- 
tional power, are the property of all, as much as a joint 
banking or trading stock; with this limitation in both 
cases, that no individual can withdraw his portion, with- 
out separating from the social firm. What belongs to ail, 
is to be appropriated by dU ; therefore each man has a 
right to a voice in the mode of appropriatipn ; that b, to 
the Elective Franchise. 

This right seems morally susceptible but of two limi- 
tations, crime and pauperism. Crime is a violation of 
the terms on which men unite in society, mutual advan- 
tage; it therefore dissolves social obligations. 

In the case of pauperism, should the social compact be 
dissolved, the man who has neither property nor ability 
to gain his bread, would have no portion to reclaim; and, 
should it be re-constructed, he would have no portion to 
contribute; because his personal existence depends on 
others. 

This principle, however readily deducible from Na- 
tioiial Sovereignty, encountered prejudices even in 
America. 

A comparison, however, betwixt the constitutions of 
the Old and New States, will show the progress it con- 
tinues to make. 

Yiq^inia has the oldest constitution in the United 
States.. ''It was framed," says Mr. Jefferson, ''when 
we were new, and unexperienced in the science of go- 
vernment. No wonder then, that 4ime and trial have 
discovered veiy capital defects in it" 

The elective franchise is here confined to persons 
having 100 acres of cultivated land, or property of equal 
value. The consequence is, that faction prevails, and 
the principle of a division of power is materially neg- 
lected. 

As might be expected, ** iThe great body of the peo- 
ple do not concern themselves witb politicks ; so that 
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their gOTemmeiit, tlioagh Domioilly republican, is in fact 
Qiigarcliicai, or aristocratieal." Morse, p. 387. 

Id Massachusetts and Connecticut, property to the 
value or 402. or 50L or a freehold of 2/. or 2L yearly 
Talue, qualifies. 

In JRhode Island and New Hanip8hire,^no (jualifipation 
is necessary, except the payment of taxes. 

New York, and New Jersey, require a small qualifi- 
Gfttion of property, 

Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, the Carolinas, 
Georgia, Vermont, Kentucky, Tennessee^ Ohio, and In 
diana, require no greater qualification than either a cer- 
tain period of residence, the payment of a state tax, or 
such trlfie of property as may bar the right of paupers. 

It is to be observed that a right to vx>te for State re- 
presentatives confers a right to vote for the members of ^ 
the General government, therefore, in the same degree 
that, equality of rights in this particular is preserved or 
violated in the State governments, it is also preserved ot 
violated in the General government 

The Elective Franchise represents t^e right of each 
citizen to dispose of his own portion of the puhlick pow- 
er. His right to become the depositary of the portions 
of others is represented by Eligibility^ 

This Right seems to have the same natural limits with 
tlie other : any other restriction operates as a double in- 
justice; first on the giver, since a limitation of the right 
to receive, is equally a limitation on the right to bes- 
tow, and if carried to an extreme, destroys it altogether ; 
as for instance, if none should be eligible but persons 
above seven feet high. 

Secondly : on the receiver ; for though no man has a 
right to power, and therefore cannot complain if others 
do not confer it on, him; yet if the law declares him dis- 
qualified to receive, on account of some contingency 
over which he has no eontroll, he is in fact deprived 
of a portion of his natural right. 

The General government requires as qualifications; 
age, residence and natural-born citizenship. 

The first is rather a delay, than a destruction of the 
r^ht. A Representative must be twenty-five, a Senator 
thirty, a President thirty-five years of age ; and though 
doubtless prudence would commonly adhere to this rule, 
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tbere se^mt na adf>»quate reatoo iM the attioMl win 
•houitt be restricted io the f ierci«e of a ri^t, mereij 
because it mi^ht pgssiblj use it iiii^»nideiitijr. 

Every Senator, and Representative must be a restdeat 
In the state for which he is ch<isen. The same obser- 
vation seems to apply to this, as to the former limita- 
tion. It is more |»rohable a citixen of a diSereat 8tatc 
should be a fit representative for any particular State, 
than that he should be chosen hy it. 

A representative must have been seven years a ci- 
tisen, a Senator nine years, tbe President a natural-bora 
citizen. Here too it would be more natural to suppose 

Sriidence in tbe use, than to limit tbe extent of the rij^ht 
lut thoui^h these restrictions may lie marked as devuu* 
tiofis from the positive Yule of equality, there seems no 
reason to conclude, they are either oppressive, or i^ju- 
rious in practice. It is possible to suppose abundasce of 
limitations^ all of which would violate the principle, aad 
yet not one of them operate as a hardship. 

There are however two species of .qualification, re- 
quired hy some of the State Oo vernmeiits, which seem 
not equally indifferent; these are, Property and Reli- 
gion. 

First of Property. Almost all tbe Old States, except 
Connecticut,*' require a .certain property to qualify for 
the offices of Guvernour, Senator, and Representative. 
The value of 1000/. in freehold estate is required by 
New Ham(>8hire; Massachusetts, and North Carolina, in 
candidates for the first. Maryland requires 5000^ a|id 
South Carolina 10,000/ For the office of Sieoator as 
avern^e of 400/. is requisite in most of the Old States : 
and of 150/, for a Representative, 

All iiersons therefore not possessing property to thb 
amount lose their civil rii^ht to receive these offices at 
the hands of their fellow citizens. It is true tbat were 
the law otherwise the practice would be m«>st generally 
the same. The natural influence of wealth will be always 
felt, nor would electors be disposed to degrade them- 

* By the constitntioQ of Connecticut all Freemen are eligi- 
ble to all offices. I am not acquainted with the regiilation of 
the Western Stales in this particular, but I doubt if ihey re- 
quire any other qaalifieatioa tiian tbe people's choice. 
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selves, and hazard the publicft business, by choosing 
such men as from their stations in life could hardly be 
supposed capable of the information and leisure neces- 
sary for transacting it ; but the more likely these reasons 
are to prevail the less cause is there for enforcing them 
by a constitutional precept, especially by one wfai6h im- 
plies a falsehood, in supposing a natural connexion . be- 
twixt property and merit, or trust worthiness. 
. The qualification of property seems therefore a devia- 
tion from the principle of equality''' in civil rights. 

If, however, the qualifications of Property be not free 
from objection, still less is that of Religion. 

The constitutions of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Vermont, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and the Carolinas, 
require a profession of lielief in Christianity, and several 
of them limit the species of it to Protestantism. An 
act of the Virginia Assembly requires a belief of the 
Trinity in Unity. . ' 

Here we have a right, subjected to a contingency, 
over which the disqualified person has no control. If the 
evidence of certain doctrines be insufficient to establish 
his belief, doubting is not a matter of option ; biit he 
may pretend to believe, and a legislative premium is thus 
offered to hypocrisy : — and for what purpose ? To ex- 
clude Infidels from, offices of trust. — But if the people 
perceive them to be unworthy, they will not elect them, 
and if they do not perceive this, why are Electors to be 
deprived of the right to confer, as well as Infidels to re- 
ceive ? The judgment of Eligibility can properly exist 
no wJiere but in the breasts of the choosers. It is true 
these may err, because, being human, theyiare fallible, 
but they are liable to errour only, whereas legislatures 
which destroy rights, where no ofifence has been commit- 
ted, are guilty of ingustio^, as well as errour. 

* It is not intended to adrocate the idea of bestowing pow- 
er on the lowest member of the commnnity ; but it seems 
that the end would be equally answered without yiolating the 
principle. In England the qualification for a member, though 
not great for a wealthy country, proves, so inconveoient that it 
is found necessary to evade it by no rery honest fiction. 

39 
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This coDsideration natumlly I^ds to thAt of ike t&dM 
principle next enonierated by Mr. Taylor, RMigionr 
' Freedom. 

3. Religious Freedom is an inherent eiTH ri^t, be- 
cause, first, men could never surrender that ddminioft 
over their consciences, iivhich they do not possesd^ them- 
selves; and secondly, because et'rour in religion is no 
iiyury done to society, and is therefore not cognizable by 
its laws : yet, from the days of the Pythian oraole, to 
the present time, man has continued to employ the voio^ 
of Heaven to govern man, and pretended, by legal in- 
terference, to regulate his communion vrith the Deity. 
The impiety of this attempt naturally gives rise to a 
suspicion that the establishers of Mate religions believe 
in none. •* When a government," says Mr. Taylof^ 
^* usurps the power of legislating betwixt God tM mas, 
it proves itself to be an atheist. If it believed there 
was a God it would be conscious of the vice add folly 
of making one. If it believed there was any revelation, 
it would see the vice and folly of construing it by laws 
which are not revelation." p* 466. 

A state religion must be admitted to be a convenient 
engine, for the few to govern the many. A salaried 
Priesthood exercises over minds the same despotism that 
a standing army exercises over bodies; it enforces im- 
plicit obedience to the dictates of one creed, both in re- 
ligion and politicks, and thrusts the schismatick into « 
outer darkness in both worlds. Were it sincere in its 
belief, it could not fail to shrink tVom the absurdity of 
assuming to itself the interpretation of the decrees of 
Heaven, and of pretending to confine, within the span 
of its own narrow intellect, the justice and meroy of 
Omnipotent Goodness. 

Should we examine the reasons alleged in support of 
a Legal Religion, we shall find them all bottomed, either 
on fraud or impiety. A religion established by law, is 
one which the people are compelled to pay fbr, and phy- 
hibited from denying. "I do not believe,'* (should a 
recusant say,) <^ the doctrines your church teaches, yet 
you compel me to contribute to its support, and punish 
me if I deny its dogmas : for whose profit do you thus 
legislate ? certainly not for mine, at least in this world." 
It is for your eternal advantage," (replies Established 
Religion,) ^' you should be thus punished in pocket, and 
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relttr$uiacl ttom uttering your ^wbejief." " Upon what 
authority do yoq affirm^ that tormenting me here, wiJl 
prc^t «ie hereafter?" << Upon authority which is infallible ; 
that of the word of Ood." '' Not according to my ia- 

lerptelation of Hia word." ^^ But according to mine^ 

i^nd mine is the only right one." 

If this were sincerely uttered) it would he impiety; 
fcMit the personal advantage of the victim is now rarely 
urged, eiLcept by the Holy Office; the ground most ge- 
nerally assumed, is, the interest of society, which re- 
quires, say politicians and priests, that there should he a 
State Religion, and penalties for reciisants. The ques- 
tion b here l>egged upon three points. F^rst, That there 
would be no religion, unless th^ law esta^ished one. 
Secondly, that the one established is the true :^— and 
Thirdly, That the interest of soiciety requires the sacri* 
fiee of individual rights ; the presc^rvation of which is the 
object of society. 

Firat.-r-Religiou8 worship is a mental act, commonly 
but not necessarily evinced^ by certain outward signs of 
devotion. A mental act is no sul^ect of legislation, 
which can neither create nor UQcreate it : but it can 
create the outward signs; that i9» it can create hypo- 
crites, hut not worshippers. )t pretends to legislate for 
the Deity, by doing for him what he has. thought un*» 
necessary to be done ; namely, the forcing men within 
the pale of a particular church. The fact too, is ip 
striking contradiction to this pretended necessity. There 
is more religion in the United States than in England,^ 

* Rhode Island prescints a striking proof of the little real 
necessity there is for the establishment of religion by ]»w« 
**Not only dees the constitution of this state reject every 
species of legal establisl^ment, but,** says Mr. Morse, '* a pe- 
culiarity which distingqishes this state from every other pro- 
testant country in the known world, is, that no contract form- 
ed by the minister with bis people for his salary, i» valid in 
law. So that ministers are dependant wholly on the Integrity 
of the people for their support : since their salaries are no4 
recoverable by law. It ought in justice, however, to be Ob- 
served, that the cler^, in general, are liberally maintained ; 
and none who merit it have reason to complain for want of 
support." American Geography, p. 206. 
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and more in England than in Italy. The closer the 
monopoly, the less abondant the eommoditj. 

Secondly. — ^Wby does the law compel me to ccMitri- 
bate to maintain a particular church ? Because the doc- 
trines of such church are true. Are there more churches 
in thb predicament, or is the national church the cnbf 
true one ? If there be more, I may as con^ientiously 
adhere to one of these as to the legal one. Why then 
must 1 contribute to the latter, of which I am not a 
member? If I follow truth, the penalty cannot be for 
the good of my soul, and it will hardly be pretended it 
is for the good of my pocket. 

If the national church be the only true one, I ought 
indeed to maintain it; but we are at issue upon this 
point $ How shall it be decided ? By argument. — But 
why then must I pay before I am convinced ? By au- 
thority. — If the church be Protestant, this argument de- 
stroys its own rights, for it was established upon reason 
in contradiction to authority. Well then, you sfhall pay, 
because we who are of the Established Church are more 
numerous than you, and find it convenient you should 
contribute to ease us of our burden. 

There would be candour in replying thus, and candour 
of any sort is preferable* to preaching piety, and prac* 
tising injustice. 

Thirdly. — The publick good in matters of religion a# 
well as politicks, is frequently urged as a reason for sa- 
crificing individuals. The publick good requires a state 
religion, a state religion cannot be supported, except all 
be compelled to contribute ; ergo^ &c. — The consequence 
implies the schismatick minority must contribute with 
the rest. i 

Experience enables the United States to deny the 
major of this proposition ; Religion both exists and thrives 
without a Legal Establishment. It cannot indeed be 
moulded into an instrument of state-craft. 

The General government adheres strictly to the prin- 
ciple of freedom. It is however violated by the tests of 
some State governments ; by which Jews and conscien- 
tious Infidels are excluded from c^ce. 
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The State of Virginia is, I believe, the only one^ which 
by an act of Assembly of 1705, atlds penalties to disquali- 
fications.^ 

It has been asserted, that disqualifications are not 
penalties, because offices are not matter of right, but of 
grace, t 

It is true, as has been already observed, that power or 
office is net a matter of right, but disqualification destroys 
both the right to give and the right to receive ; (he latter 
of which is as truly inherent as the former. {Fid. supra, 
p. 303.) 

4. Freedom of Inquiry is another inherent right, 
whether in matters religious or political. 

Legal restraint upon the freedom of religious discussion 
is founded upon two absurdities; one,' that the Deity 
needs human aid to vindicate his name ; the other, that 
man is competent to vindicate it. God visits the atheist 
with BO peculiar punishment in this life, therefore man 
thinks it necessary he should legislate in the place of 
God. *' But we punish for examples* sake, says Persecu- 
tion ; we burn him and his books to prevent the contagion 
from spreading.'' 

Is the example then so seducing, or the doctrine so 
convincing ? Neither ; — no fnan can l>e an atheist, unless 
he be an idiol or a knave^ Well then, for the sake of 
destroying an example which none but rogues will follow, 
and crushing doctrines which will persuade none but 
idiots, you set an example of cruelty and impiety which 
you know all generations have followed. 

But if the highest species of irreligton be not a fit 
matter for persecution, still less are those differences of 
opinion denominated Heresy and Infidelity. I have 
opened the volume of nature l>efoK your eyes, says the 
Deity, and permitted you to draw your own conclusions. 
You shall read in my book, says Established Religion, 
and believe all it contains, under pain of persecution in 
this life, and damnation in the next. 

* I ima^ne this act is practically a dead letter ; its existence 
however violates the principle, vid. Jefferson's notes. Query 
-17. p. 234. edit. viii. 

t Vide the Ist vol. of Warburton's " Divme Legation." 
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A political system VFbich thus substitutta the outofy of 
pride and igDorance for the voice of nature, is built on 
the principles of force and frand. 

There is no restraint on political discussion in Ameri- 
ca. This is a triumph, both in principle and practice, 
"which belongs to the Democratick party. 

In the year 177S, during Mr. Adams' administration, 
a sedition law was past, by the second section of which, 
the writing, printing, or publishing, any false, scapdalous, 
and malicious writipg, against the Government of the 
United States, either House of Congress, or the President, 
*' with intent to defame and bring either of them into con- 
tempt," was made punishable by tine and in^prisonment 

The author of the '' Olive Branch," comiheuting in fa- 
irour of this law, observes, that it created '' a senseless 
and disgraceful clamour," in which however, '' were en- 
gaged vast numbers of the best and most intelligent mem- 
bers of the community." He then subjoins ; " It would 
be uncandid not to state, that the trials UE^der this act, for 
libels against the President, and as far aS my recollection 
serves me, against some of the other publick functionaries, 
were managed with very considerable rigour; and from 
the abuse of the law, tended to give an appearance of 
propriety and justice to the clamour against it. The cases 
of Thomas Cooper, and Matthew Lyon, Esqrs., who were 
both treated with remarkable severity, excited a high de- 
gree of sympathy in the publick mind. Of the twe^ cases, 
it may be justly said ; sunwmmju9t summa injuria,^ )^. 55, 
7th ed. Mr. Carey concludes by observing, that a neg- 
lect on the part of Mr. Jefferson, to procure the re-enact- 
ment of this law, *' casts an indelible stain on his ad- 
ministration." 

This statement, taken altogether, forms an invaluable 
commentary on the justice and wisdom of libel and se- 
dition laws. 

It has ever been the policy of the Federalists to 
" strengthen the hands of Government :" no measure can 
be imagined more effectual for this purpose, than a law 
which gifts the ruling powers with infallibility ; but no 
sooner was it enacted than it revealed its hostility to 
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th6 (Miociples bf the American syBtem, by generating 
oppiresdinn under the tlonk of defending socinl order.f 

If there eter wes t period ivhen circumstanced seemed 
to justify what are called energetlck measures, it was 
during the administrations of Mr. Jefferson and his sue > 
Cesspr. 

A disastrous war began to rage, not only on the fhm* 
tiers, but in the very penetralia of the republick. To 
oppose veteran troops, the ablest generals and the largest 
fleets in the World; the American government had raw 
recruits, officers who had never seen an enemy, half-n-doeen 
fVigates, and a population unaccustomed to sacrifices, and 
impatient of taiLation. 

To crown these disadvantages, a most important section 
of the Union, the New England States, openly set up the 
standard of separation and rebellion ; a Convention sat for 
the express purpose of thwarting the measures Of Govern* 
ment, while the press and pulpit thundered every species 
of denunciation against whoever should assist their own 
country in the hour of danger.f 

All this was the work, not of Jacobins, and Democrats, 
but of the staunch friends of religion and social order, who 
had been so zealously attached to the Government, while 
it was administered by their own party, that they suffered 
not the popular breath " to visit the President's breech 
too roughly." 

* In New Jersey, a man wa?' found gtiilty and punished un- 
der this law, *' for the simple wish that the wadding of a gun 
discharged on a festival day, had made an inroad intO) or sing- 
ed the posteriours of Mr. Adams." ** Olite Branch," p. 89. 

f In Boston, associations were entered into for the purpose 
pf preventing the ifilling up of government loans ; indiyiduats 
disposed to subscribe were obliged to do it in secret, and con- 
ceal their names, as if the action had been dishonest. Vide 
** Olive Branch," p. 307. At the same time immense runs 
were made by the Boston Banks, on those of the central and 
southern States, while the specie thus drained, was transmit- 
ted to Canada, in payment for smu|gled. goods, and British 
government bills, which were drawn m Quebec, and disposed 
of in great numbers on advantageous terms to monied men in 
the States. Mr. Henry's mission is the best proof of the re- 
sult anticipated by our Government, from these proceedings in 
T9ew Engfand. 
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The course punned, iioth by Mr. Jefienon, and Mr. 
Madison, throughout this season of diflEiculty, merits the 
gratitude of their country, and the imitation of all govern- 
ments pretending to be free. 

So far were they from demanding any extraordinary 
powers from Congress, that they did not even enforce to 
their full extent, those with which they were by the con- 
stitution invested. 

The process of reasoning, on which they probably act- 
edt may be thus stated. The majority of the nation is 
with us, because the war is national. The interests of a 
, minority suffer, and self interest is clamourous when in- 
jured. It carries its opposition to an extreme, inconsis- 
tent with its political duty. Shall we leave it an undis- 
turbed career of faction, or seek to put it down, with libel 
and sedition laws ? In the first case, it will grow bold 
from impunity, its proceedings will be more and more 
outrageous ; but every step it takes to thwart us, will be a 
step in favour of the enemy, and consequently, so much 
ground lost in publick opinion : but as publick opinion is 
the only instrument by which a minority can convert a 
majority to its views, impunity, by revealing its motives, 
affords the surest chance of defeating its intent. In the 
latter case, we quit the ground of reason,- to take that of 
force : we give the factious the advantage of seeming 
persecuted : by repressing intemperate discussion, we con- 
fess ourselves liable to be injured by it If we seek to 
shield our reputation by a libeMaw, we acknowledge, 
either that our conduct will not bear investigation, or, 
that the people are incapable of distinguishing betwixt 
truth and falshdod, but for a popular Government to im- 
peach the sanity of the nation's judgment, is to overthrow 
the pillars of its own elevation. 

The event triumphantly proved the correctness. of this 
reasoning; the Federalists awoke from the delirium of 
factious intoxication, and found themselves covered with 
contempt and s^ame. Their country had been in danger, 
and they gloried in her distress : she had exposed herself 
to privations, from which they had extracted profit : in her 
triumphs they had no part, except that of having mourned 
over, and depreciated them. Since the war, Federalism 
has been scarcely heard of. 
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I proceed to consider the principle of libellaws, as set 
up agaibst freedom of political discussion. 

The language of despotism is honest and consistent on 
this poiqt. In Turkey she says, You, the people, have no 
business with government, but to obey it ; with religion, 
but to beJieve it. The Koran suffices both for your f^ith, 
and moral conduct ; you have therefore no business with 
discussion, except it be to discuss the arching of a Circles* . 
slants eye brows. — Sleep, and smoke in quiet; we answer 
for your souls and bodies. 

Libel-law in a free government, says ; Being freemen 
you have aright to discuss the conduct of your govern- 
ment, wl^ether it be right or wrong; provided always, you 
conclude that it is right, otherwise 3rou tend to bring it 
into contempt, and tbei-efore shall be punished. — But it is 
only intemperate discussion we object to, say politicians : 
so far from blaming, we are friends to a moderate opposi- 
tion. — Yes, provided it injure you, neither in profit, powei', 
nor reputation. You would be tickled, not wounded. A 
well regulated opposition preserves a shew of freedom. , 
Two factions are struggling for place ; the Outs blame all 
the measures of the Jit6', but they would not therefore di- 
minish the perquisites of the places they hope one day to 
fill. 

Discussion may attack Persons, or Principles. 

The American constitution, by confining treason to 
overt acts, leaves the utterance of opinions free, however 
they may tend to bring the constitution into contempt. — 
Why ? Because discussion toeing free, it supposes truth 
will prevail. 

If therefore the constitution could be shewn to be bad, 
it seems more rational to amend, or change it, than to 
punish those who reveal its defects. Libel law supposes 
either that falsehood is in fair fight, more potent than 
truth, or that political systems may possess the first attri- 
bute of the Deity, perfection. 

They set up a political idol, and say; " Behold your 
God; bow down to it : you may find fatilt with the trap- 
pings of its throne, or the pavement beneath its feet; or 
even, provided it be done tenderly, with the ministers of 
its altar, but beware of proclaiming that it is itself the 
work of hands, wood and stone." 
40 
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A CopstitutioQ which permits the free ezamioatioD of 
' Itself, falls iBto an absurdity, when it passes a law to shield 
its agents from a similar freedom. It Is still more absurd 
to erect a man Into a God, than a constitution ; it is also 
more dangerous, for the living idol will not be long satis- 
fied' with empty prostrations ; it must be fed with lives 
and property. 

Is therefore every species of calumny to be poured out 
against a government, without restraint or punishment ? 
Calumnies against th6 theory of a government, injure no 
one ; nor the government itself, except it be founded od 
evil moral principles. The evidence of facts would bear 
it out, even were there not mare persons interested in its 
defence than in its attack. The annals of the world offer 
not a single instance of a good government overthrown, 
or brought Into contempt by discussion. Mankind are not 
too prone to change habits, even of t^ worst descrip- 
tion ; they have gone on for ages and centuries enduring 
tyranny and oppression, for no better reason than be- 
cause their fathers endured them before. Libel-laws are, 
indeed, essential to the security of governments founded 
on force and fraud, as masks and daggers protect thieves 
and cut throats. 

The persons administering a government, cannot re- 
quire greater immunities for themselves than the Constitu- 
tion claims for itself. '^ Reverence for a magistrate, (says 
Mr. Taylor,) is frequently contempt for a constitation.'* 
He thinks himself unjustly assailed ; shall he therefore 
have a law for his protection, which he may convert in- 
to an instrument of oppression ? If the situation he fills will 
neither enable him to defy calumny, nor remunerate him 
for its injustice, he is free to return jto the walks of pri- 
vate lifci and claim, as an individual, that legal protec- 
tion for his character, which the constitution i^ords him, 
but let not ministers be gratified with the sacrifice of 
inherent rights to protect their own crimes and follies. 
^' Caligula's appointment of his horse to the consulship, 
is both an illustration and a mockery of the ideas of na- 
tional sovereignty without the freedom of utterance ; and 
a nation, the members of which can only speak and 
write as Government pleases, is exactly this consular 
sovereign.** Taylor, p. 472. 
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5. — Division of Power ia the vital spirit of the Ameri- 
can system : coovert it into accumulation, and all other 
securities perish ; preserve this, and they can never be 
altogether extinguished. 

Man is feeble when confined to his own individual 
means ; Power enables him to use the strength of others ; 
it is therefore the readiest instrument for gratifying his 
own desires al the expense of others, and ranks foremost 
in the class of vicious excitements. 

Is this vicious attribute of power capable of being 
neutralized ; or must a nation, in framing its government 
necessarily submit its neck to a yoke ? Monarchy, aristo- 
cracy, democracy, and the system of orders are all so 
many memorials of t-he efforts mankind have made to free 
themselves from the dilemma of anarchy and despotism. 

They have all been unfortunate, for they have all work- , 
ed by different roads to the same end, namely, the substi- 
tution of the interests of a minority for those of the miyo- 
rity ; but they have all this common quality, concentra- . 
tipn of power in the hands of a few. 

The American system, deeming the nation the fountain 

of power, considers it absurd to collect it a second time 

into reservoirs, which are not the nation ; and therefore 

> distributes it in streams sufficient only to give motion to 

the sevek'al engines of government. 

The principle of Distribution may be thus stated : — 
Power is a vicious excitement, because it impels its posses- 
sor to gratify himself at the expense of others ; the greater 
the power, the greater the possible gratification : concen- 
tration therefore affords the greatest possible excitement. 
But as the increase of power increases its vicious qualities,^ 
so will its diminution diminish them : diminish it therefore 
to such a degree that it is unable to extract any selfish 
gratifications at the expense of others, and it becomes di- 
vested of its evil moral quality, and capable of being em- 
ployed to the advantage of the people. But as govern- 
ment represents all the portions of individual liberty sa- 
crificed for the good of society, its power must, in the ag- 
gregate, suffice to oppress individuals, unless some expe- 
dient be hit upon, to counteract this effect. This expe- 
dient is Division. The American people, by sacrificing a 
much less portion of its freedom tfian other nations, or 
rather by retaining in its own hands, powers, which other 
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nations have commhted to their Governments, has sought 
in diminution a method of counteracting the evil effects of 
power: it employs Division for the same purpose by in- 
vesting the General, and State governments respectively 
with a portion of power, which- portion is again subdivid- 
ed in each among several agencies, entitled Executive, 
Legislative, and Judicial branches. 

The test of the success of these expedients, must be 
looked for in the experience the nation . possesses of the 
ability of one, or all of them, to extract individual grati- 
fication at the publick expense. 

The portion of power allotted to the General govern- 
ment naturally claims the first place in this examination. 

In 1798 Virginia, and Kentucky framed resolutions 
expressive of an idea that the General Government had 
evinced a spirit of encroachment, ** tending to consolidate 
the Btates into one sovereignty .'''" The political prin- 
ciples of the Federalists 8ire acknov^ledged to have this 
tendency. It is from their disposition to strengthen the 
General Government^ under the idea of strengthening the 
union, that they first obtained, or assuaged the name of 
Federalist. 

We accordingly find, in the executive power of the 
General Government, a degree of accumulation not quite 
consistent with the principle of division, observed by the 
State Governments. *' The governours of nine States, 
comprising a majority of the people, are annually chosen, 
and are ineligible after certain terms ; those of the other 
states are chosen for two and three years one excepted, 
and a multitude of other important differences exist, be- 
tween the modification of executive power, under the 
General and State constitutions." Taylor, p. 169. Now 
if the Governors of thirteen States have for thirty yean, 
found their limited powers sufficient for executive purpo- 
ses, it would folfow, that those of the General Executive, 
must be more than sufficient. 

The power of the President has been, seemingly with 
justice, compared with that of the King of England ; the 
difference consists less in the power each of them pes* 
iesses, than in that which the people of either nation re- 

'•^ These Resdiutions were framed b^ Mr. Madison and Mr 
;Jefersop. 
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tains : Mr. Taylor thus dra^'8 the comparison : '* This 
King cannot create offices, inflict taxes> pass lav^s, or raise 
armies; neither can the President. The King can ap-^ 
point officers, disburse taxes, recommend laws, and com- 
mand armies ; so can the President. This King can 
make treaties under check of two legislative branches ; 
the President can make treaties under the check of one. 
This King can appoint the members of the legislature to 
lucrative offices ; so can the President ; and in both cases 
an appointment vacates the seat. This King appoints the 
judges and the officers who appoint the juries; so does the 
President." p. 172. 

It would seem," that the framers of the General Govern- 
ment had the English constitution in their contemplation, 
when they invested the President with this accumulation 
of power; less probably because they wished to assimilate 
the two, than because the theories which had heen built 
upon the system of orders, had concurred in the idea, that 
particular powerrand patronage were essentially inherent 
in the executive ; a notion, which if closely examined, 
has, perhaps, little foundation ; the result however is. that 
the American government is ^loth more like the British 
than it seems^ and also seems more like than it is, accord- 
ing to the point of view of the observer. 

The little external parade, the absence of a court, no- 
bility, army, and established church ; with the. elective 
nature of the presidency, seem to form distinctions suffi- 
cient to destroy all comparison betwixt them. The com- 
parative estimate of executive powers, above quoted, 
sterns, on the other hand, to give them a radical, though 
unostentatious approximation f' and would in fact do so, 
but for two principles of the system, which it remains to 
consider. — Uncorrrupted Representation, and actual Res- 
ponsibility. 

6. Uncorrupted Representation. — Democracy is a form 
of government, capable of exciting evil moral qualities. 
It is evident, that a nation has no interest in oppressing in- 
dividuals, but it is possible, under particular circumstan- 
ces, to persuade it that it has such an interest ; and these cir- 

* It was probably on this view, that Mr. Randolph spoke, 
when he said in Congress. ** Torture the constitution as yon 
will, the President will appoint his successor, and should he 
ever bare a son of the proper age, that son. will succeed him." 
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cumstaDces necessarily arise more frequently in democra- 
cies ; first, because the people being its own agents and 
legislating collectively, its errours of judgment lead on the 
instant to erroneous, or vicious actions : secondly, because 
in all assemblies, some individuals must lead, and if the 
leaders be vicious, they will substitute their own interests 
fo^ those of the community. Democracies are therefore 
liable to errour and violence. 

It is easy for a nation to avoid these inconveniences, 
by committing its power to agents, but this is remtrdyiog 
an evil by a greater, since agents, with the same means, 
have far greater inducements to oppress individuals. 
Representation was invented to avoid both, by diminish- 
ing the liability to errour, inherent in democmcies, and 
also, the propensity to oppression, common to other forms, 
constructed with undelegated power. 

If a nation exercises sovereignty, neither corporately 
nor by delegates, it abandons the right of self-government, 
and accepts the evils of despotism. 

What is representation ? The exercise of a vicarious 
function. How can one man stand in the place of, or 
represent another ? Clearly not by bis own act and au- 
thority, for such an attempt in any transaction of life, 
would be regarded either as an indication of lunacy, or as 
fraudulent, and dishonest. The act of the person repre- 
sented is therefore essential' to the constituting a represen- 
' tative ; besides, one man can only be said to represent an- 
other, when he expresses such sentiments, or performs 
such acts, as the person represented would, most probably, 
himself perform, were he present in person ; in this man- 
ner, one man may represent many,* provided the many are 
essentially of one mind, as to the matters to be performed 
by the representative. But what certainty can be obtain- 
ed, that one man represents the will and opinions of many, 
unless the many« by an act of delegation, so declare ? Elec- 
tion, therefore, is essential to representation. But if so> what 
meaning is to be attached to representation, not founded 
on election ? or, with what reason can such representa- 
, tion be styled virtual or essential, when it is built on the 
exclusion of that which constitutes its essence ? Tet, 
Mr. Adam^ considers an hereditary monarchy as repre- 
. senting the whole nation, in its executive capacity ! 

* The proportion of representatives fixed by the constitution 
for the general government, is one to every 30,000 inhabitants. 
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The whole American systeni is representative. The 
Senate represents the States; each State sends an equal 
number of Senators (two) that equality may be preserved 
betwixt the strong and the weak, the small and great 
States. 

The Senate, represents the federal will, as the House 
of Representatives, the popular will. 

The President represents both. " He is," says Mr. 
Taylor, " the compound creature of the equality of states, 
, and of the equality of man, both of which are infused in- 
to the mode of his election, for the purpose of preserving 
both." p. 505.* 

If there were any portion of power in the Anierican 
system, not derived from the nation, that portion would 
* be at variance with the principle of National Sovereign- 
ty, and built upon those of force and fraud. 

When power has been distributed and conferred by 
election, is all done that is necessary to secure freedom, 
and prevent the abuses of Constitutional Agents ? Elec- 
tion may become a most efficacious instrument of tyran- 
ny, by conferring powers unlimited, or ill-detined. Bona- 
parte was an Elective Despot. 

But when the powers of the functionary have been lim- 
ited by constitutional precept, does any further danger 
remain ? Power not representative, is not subjected to 
the national will, and therefore may be used against it*; 
but we have considered it essential to representation, that 
the representative should disclose sentiments conformable 
to those of the represented : What security have electors 
for thid ? Human opinions change : the mind of man is 
not to-morrow what is to-day; consequently, the repre- 
sentt^tive of to-day may be no representative to-morrow. 
Theoretically, there is no remedy for this evil, because 
it results from the natural qualities of the human mind ; 
but its practical evils may be averted, by diminishing the 
period of representation in such a degree, that frequent 
recurrence ipust be made to the national will ; so that 
changes of opinion betwixt the electors and elected, may 

^ The mode of Presidential Elections, has been found so ob- 
jectionable, that a bill vras brought into Congress, in December 
1816, to amend the Constitution in this particular, by leaving 
the States less discretionary power, and augmenting the popu- 
lar influence. 
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have no time to operate to the publick disadvantage. 
This recurrence constitutes the principle of Rotation, ap- 
plied to nil olfices of the American Government. 

The House of Representatives is chosen every second 
year. The senators are chosen for six years; but they 
were divided, on their first election, into three classes, 
one cIhss to vacate their seats every second year; so that 
one third of the whole body is biennially renewed. 

The President holds his office for four years. 

The design of the American Government being to de- 
stroy the operation of <fvil moral principles, the duration 
as well as the extent of representative power, becomes 
a question reducible to the criterion of experience, pro- 
nouncing how frequently it must be renovated, to prevent 
its awakening vicious propensities. Absolute power, con- 
veyed by election, for however short a period, destroys 
National Sovereignty ; l>ecause, to the greatest possible 
excitement to destroy rotation, it unites the greatest pos- 
sible means. A less degree of power, conveyed for an 
unlimited period, produces nearly the same effect, ttecause 
power attracts power; and having no constitutional limit 
to its duration, it will go on increasing into despotism, 
unless checked by Revolution. 

The evil qualities of Power, increasing therefore in a 
ratio compounded of its intensity and duration, provided 
these be reduced to a minimum, the evil qualities of Po w- 
er will be diminished in like proportion. The minimuoi 
of Political Power, is the quantity sufficing for the pa^ 
poses of its creation only : whatever is more than this, 
becomes an instrument of iildividual profit in the bands 
of its possessor. The minimum of Duration, is that 
which merely suffices for publick business. • For example, 
if a PresideYit, without the power of appointing judges, 
should be found equally capable of filling the executive 
station, with one possessing this power, the^ormer is more 
in unison with the principles of the American Constitu- 
tion than the latter. If a House of Representatives, 
elected annually, be found as efficacious for the pur- 
poses of publick business as one elected biennially, the 
former is, for the saqie reason, to be preferred to the lat- 
ter. 

The question of representation involves that of politi- 
cal corruption, because it is in vitiating the former, that 
the evil effects of the latter are most conspicuous. 
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Montesquieu has made Virtue the vital priociple of 
Republicanism ; and consequences the most injurious 
to- Freedom, have been deduced from this authoritative 
axiom. 

The essence of Republicanism is virtue ; but mankind 
are vicious ; therefore a Republick i^ an impossible form 
of Government ; and the demonstration is usually closed 
with a pitying glance of conscious superiority, at such as 
are romantick enough to dream of Virtue, Republicanism, 
and the Perfectibility of the human species. 

The sophism lies in the double meaning of an abstract 
term. 

If by Politicajf Virtue, be understood a sacrifice of 
self-interest, an heroick abstraction of personal consi- 
derations, such a quality neither is, nor could be a ge- 
neral principle of human action. It may burn in the 
bqsoms of a few consecrated individuals, shining here 
and there, athwart the night of ages, but a system of Go- 
vernment which should require its habitual and uniform 
i^ency, could exist no where but on paper. If, on 
the contrary, by Virtue, we understand a principle of 
utility, evincing itself by lavi^s, operating for. the general 
good, then is Virtue both the essential principle of Repub- 
licanism, and also a quality sufficiently attainable by hu- 
man institutions. A repuhlick cannot exist without vir- 
tuous laws, that is, without laws generally useful ; [but is 
any degree of self devotion requisite to the making of 
useful laws, or can none but completely virtuous men 
make them ? On the contrary, cannot robbers frame laws 
generally useful to their own society ? A law generally 
useful, is one conformable to each man's individual in- 
terest. And how can men be induced to frame such laws ? 
By a knowledge of this interest. General utility thercf- 
fore, resolvable into enlightened self-interest, is the vita! < 
principle of Republicanism. 

When a nation commits its legislative powers to indi- 
viduals, chosen^ by itself, what security has it that these 
will legislate for the general, and not for their private ad- 
vantage ? By lecturins; them on virtue, and self devotion ? 
Clearly not — but by withdrawing from them all tempta- 
tion to offend. If they be entrusted with the power of 
pocketing the publick money, they will pocket it ; or if 
the Executive branch be enabled to confer a portion of 

41 
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it 00 them, the/ will accept it, and io return legislate^ 
both to increase the capability of the Executive to con- 
fer, and of themselves to receive: they will concur in 
debt, taxes, and standing armies, provided they are to be 
rewarded with loans, Jucrative places, and commissions; 
and if a seat in the legislature be the portal to these ac- 
quisitions, they will procure seats by bribery and corrup- 
tion, and double the publick impositions to repay them- 
selves the price thus advanced. But will the electors 
submit to be bribed and corrupted, and thus become the 
instruments of their own oppression ? Yes — for if one 
branch of the constitution possess the means of corrup- 
tion, the other will not fail to become its instrument The 
elector therefore reasons thus ; the President can by law 
bestow a lucrative office on my reprt^sentative, and my 
representative can by law accept it; he will therefore, 
either from possession or expectation, legislate in the 
President's favour: if I refuse the bribe he offers me, the 
issue will be the same ; and though 1 am aware addition- 
al taxation must enable him to repay himself the sums 
thus expended, yet my share of the tax will be less 
than my share of the bribe. — If the system admits of 
corruption the formulae are mere matters of moonshine. 
'The statement of the evil unfolds the remedy. The 
evil lies in the President's ability to bestow, and that of 
the representative to receive ; the latter is a consequence 
of the former. Destroy the former, and you leave, io 
the mind of the representative, no interest superiour to 
that which he has in common with his constituents; the 
interest all the memJ)ers of a state have, in the making 
of good laws ; he will consequently legislate in favour of 
this interest. 

It is admitted however, th:^t a certain degree of pa- 
tronage must' be attached to the executive branch of the 
constitution. The question consequently becomes one 
of plus and minus, a matter of calculation to discover 
the quantity with which it may be safely entrusted, so 
that it shall neither have the means of bribing the legis- 
lature, nor the Isgislature in consequence find it worth 
while to bribe the people.^ 

* If the means be limited, the number of prizes in the Po- 
litical Lottery is diminished. If a proportionate increase of 
Representatives follow an extension of the right of suffrage, 
and Elections be made more frequent, the chances of gaining 
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It may be doubted if the American system has ab- 
solutely reached the minimum in this respect; certain 
however it is that the people retain such a control Over 
their repilesentatives, as either wholly to prevent their le- 
gislating in their own favour, or to compel them to a 
speedy recantation, should they attempt it.* 

The solution of the question of political corruption 
incidentally resolves that of Universal Suffrage ; a right, 
as has been seen, restricted by several of the State Con- 
stitutions, although, except in Virginia, the qualifications 
required are probably such as to exclude few but pau- 
pers. The question is therefore rather of abstract right, 
than of practice. 

When the right of su^rage is limited, that is, when 
persons contributing to the expenses, are debarred from 
any share in the control of the expenditure of the State, 
the reason of this limitation (if the naked jus fortioris be 
not assumed) must be sought in some pretext of moral 
guilt, or of publick utility. It is objected, that poor men, 
that is, men who have less than the majority of their 
fellow citizens, will be fit subjects for bribery : — granted, 
but upon what grounds are they therefore to be punished ? 
If a deprivation of an inherent right is to be attached to 
a liability to be corrupted, why should not the same de-. 
privation be attached to the liability to corrupt, and 
very rich men be equally punished with very poor men ? 
The moral guilt would be at least equal should the crime^ 
be committed, and that they should be presumptively 
punished, is no harder in one case Vhan the other. ]f 
not moral guilt, but publick utility be ihe object, it seems 
superfluous to object to popular corruption, under a 'sy8« 
tem which enforces legislative corruption. Where the 
carcass is, the flies 'will be collected* if one branch of a 
government possess the means to corjrupt, the other 
branches will present the facility to be corrupted, what- 
ever may be the mode of their election. Under such 

a prize are proper tinnably reduced, until it becomes a knave's 
interest to be honest, or forbear his political calling. 

^ An instance occurred lately. Congress passed a bill, 
commuting the daily allowance to Members for an annual 
stipend. The People resented such an appropriation of the 
publick money : turned out forty of the offending Members at 
the next Election, and compelled the rest to sing a Palino- 

aia. 
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•ircumttaiicet, the limitalioD of the elective fmnehbe, 
and laws agaiost bribery aod corruption, are equivalent 
to a law prohibiting maggots from breeding in a dead 
dog : bury the carcass, and there will- be no broods de* 
riving life from its putridity: to drop the meta|>hor, re- 
move the means of corruption, and there will be no bribe- 
ry for the purpose of being corrupted. The fiersons 
most ready to bribe are precisely those, who have tiie 
least inclination to ex|M>nd their money without a su£S* 
cient return : the people are not corrupted by those who 
are to reap no fruits ^rom their corruption, and when no 
one has interest in bribing his suffrage, the poor man's 
vote is as liable to be well bestowed as the rich man^s. 
The true state of this question will be further evident* 
from considering the futility of all remedies for corrop- 
tion, which do not reach the heatt of the disease, la 
Virginia, great powers of {jatronage are concentrated in 
the Legislature, much corruption, b, consequently, to be 
found in the Government, and yet the Elective Fran- 
chise Is more limited than in any State of the Union. 

To destroy corruption by limiting the Elective Fran- 
chise, proceeds upon the logical errour of non causam 
pro causd; that bribery is practised, because there are 
people capable of being bribed, not because there are 
people who find it worth while to bribe them. 

Another false position is assumed, namely, that none 
but poor men are capable of being bribed; and this too» 
while \he very act of limitation implies, that rich men 
will bribe, and consequently, receive bribes. The re- 
presentative who buys the elector's vote, sells his own to 
the President, or to whatever branch of the constitution 
possesses the means of buying it : it is true, that the vote 
of a man of property may cost more than that T>f a poor 
man, but this is made up to the candidate in the dimtn- 
ished numt>er of his purchases ; so far, however, is this 
diminution from diminishing the* inducement to sell, that 
it evi<lently increases the temptation, by raising the value 
of the commodity ; and so on, the greater the diminution 
becomes. 

7. Actual Responsibity.*— Responsibility pervades eve- 
ry portion of the American System: each branch of 
the Government is responsible ; therefore, the whole is 
responsible,^ 

* Punishment in cases of impeachment, extends only to 
temoval from office and disqualification : the reason seems to 
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' ResponsibiHty implies a power superiour fo that of re- 
sponsible agents : it would be absurd to suppose a greater 
ppw«*r res|>oiisihle to a less, or an equal to an equal. Ac- 
cording to the American system, this superiour power is 
in the nation, which has reserved to itself the means, both 
of manifesting and of ^nlorci.ng its will. The House of 
Representatives is the organ it employs for the first of 
these purposes; Ihe Militia for the second : these, toge- 
tbBr, constitute the moral and physical expressions of 
National Sovereignly. Responsibility, therefore, binges 
upon uncorrupted representation, and division of power. 
The separation of these two principles discloses on either 
side anarchy and despotism. Should the moral organ be- 
come vitiated ; should the House of Representatives cease 
to represent the people, and consequently to express the 
national will, there remMns only the employment of 
physical force, to avoid the evils of despotism ; but physi- 
cal force, hovtever adequate to punish and destroy, is too 
commonly found an inadequate instriiment to amend and 
re-establish. 

The other alternative is still more fatal. Should the 
nation give the sword from its own grasp, while its organ 
of representation is still uneontaminated, the latter, to 
use Mr. Taylor's expression, ^' is John the Baptist preach- 
ing to a wilderness : nor will the barren boon of pro- 
claiming its own imttecility t>e long conceded to it ; that 
branch of the Government, which had found means to 
disarm a nation, will not long fail, either forcibly to silence 
its representatives, or, still more fatally to convert them 
into panders of its will, and sharers in its corruption. 

U|)on a review of the History of Governments, t)oth 
ancient and modern, we find, that all of them have been 
proved adequate to ensure considerable periods of publick 
tranquillity, provided they possessed such a concentration 
of power, as to render opposition fruitless. But history 
also teaches th^t this same concentration has no less in- 
variably destroyed publick happiness, by destroying re- 
sponsibility, and committing the whole management of 

be that responsibility attaches itself to the abuse of legal 
powers only, not to breaches of positive law which are cog- 
nisable by the ordinary courts of justice : but actions which 
are not illegal, cannot justly l>e' punished as crimes > but they 
may evince viciousness of intention, or weakness of intellect, 
and in either case, the nation justly assumes the power of with- 
drawing the authority it had bestowed for its own advantage. 
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the political machine to force and fraud. The object of 
the American system is to secure both : publick happi- 
ness, by the responsibility of puliticai agents; and tran- 
quillity, by a concentration of power. How then are the 
evils resulting from the latter, under other systems, avoid- 
ed in this ? By changing the depositaries. — When a gov- 
ernment is stronger than the nation, national sovereignty 
is a dream, and constitutional rights waste paper, on which 
governments inscribe taxes, standing ardaies, patronage, 
and corruption. The American people are stronger than 
the government, in the proportion of fifty to one, or of 
500,000 Militia to 10,000 regular troops, and if we take 
into calculation the immense territory over which the 
regulars are scattered, the proportion may well be set at 
500 to one. 

The American Governmetfl has been accused of weak- 
ness and inefficiency. If its strength be measured againsi 
that of the people, the above statement will prove the 
accusation just. If it be considered in union with the 
publick will, it is probably the strongest on earth ; since 
it is backed by the whole moral and physical power of 
the nation ; in prpof of which may be alledged its ability to 
steer through the period of the late war, without requiring 
the additional defence of a single act of Congress ; and 
the simplicity with which it works, in ordinary times, 
when a constable's stafif is sufficient to enforce the execu- 
tion of the law from Maine to the 'Missouri. It is proba- 
ble the weakest of al^ Governments are precisely those 
which call themselves vigorous and energetick; and 
should that of America be ever heard to call for laws to 
put down the factious, and to declare that the anarchical 
spirit of the times required the application of measures 
unusually vigorous, and contrary to the practice of her 
betted days, however the forms of her constitution may 
be retained, its principles will have been rcM)ted out, and 
friud and force substituted in their place, to work the 
gratification of the few, at the expense of the many. 

8. — Knowledge— Knowledge is power. Men submit 
as implicitly to those who persuade, as to those who com- 
mand them : with this distinction in favour of the former, 
that good will accompanies persuasion, and shrinks from 
authority. All Governments are sensible of this truth, 
and it is for this reason, that such of them as are establish- 
ed upon a denial of national sovereignty, and consequent- 
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ly upon evil moral principles, never fail to unite fraud to 
force, for the purpose of commanding the minds, as well 
as bodies of their subjects. The object, in this case, is to 
substitute in the minds of the governed, thte advantage of 
their rulers, for their own ; and this may be effected in 
two ways ; first, by not suffering them to be instructed at 
all, in which case the power of Government presses with 
the force of fatalism, and requires only the aid of a legal 
religion to give it a divine sanction, that the mental chain 
may be completely ri vetted. Secondly, by the Govern- 
ment becoming itself the instructor : which is generally 
effected by means of a legal religion, by the priests of 
which the' business of education is, by various processes, 
monopolized. Knowledge, under these circumstances, re- 
sembles light passing throu§|i a coloured medium ; it repre- 
sents (he form of objects, but gives them artificial hues. 

The American system is necessarily repugnant to both 
these methods : the right of instruction is one of those 
which the nation retains in its own hands. To entrust it 
to a goveVnment or a priesthood, would be to substitute 
the political or religious creed of a sect, or party, in the 
place of the interests of the nation. 



SECTION IV. 

OP THE EFFECTS OF THE AMERICAN SYSTEM. 

Governments create neither men nor food ; consequent- 
ly they cannot create happiness.* 

Their operation is preventive, by neutralizing the ten- 
dency each man has to injure others, for the sake of bene- 
fitting himself ; and this seems to be the only positive ope- 
ration by which they are capable of promoting national 
felicity. The first and essential attribute of good govern- 
ment is, therefore, security for persons and property, by 
means of which the universal stimuluB of self-love is left 

* Happiness, as a political result, may be defined to be the 
ei^oyment of personal freedom, and of the means of subsistence, 
sufScient for each individual, with those naturally dependant 
on him ; meaning by sufQcient, not the minimnm of subsistence 
necessary for existence, but including a degree of comfort pro- 
portioned to the progress of the society in which he lives, and 
to the enjoyments of the upper classes in it. 
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full scope to work out the good of each indiyidaal, with- 
out in jury to others. 

The laws protect personal freedom in America, because 
they express the ^nefal will, and are therefore para- 
mount over any individual, or combination of individual 
interests. 

The remedy for illegal imprisonment is» as in England, 
by writ of Habeas Corpus, which issues in all cases what- 
ever, and can be suspended in its operation by an Act of 
Congress only, which, by a constitutional precept, may 
be past "in cases of rebellion, and invasion on^y :" and 
as th*« nation, by its representatives, b to judge of the oc- 
CAsioiK if is scarcely possible for a Presideot to use the 
pretext of plots, and conspiracies, to suspend the privileges 
of the people* 

The American system secures property by actual re- 
presentation, and division of power. The first constitutes 
the people Judges of the necessity and amount of taxation 
to be imptised ; the second prevents the generation of any 
interest, in opposition to that of the people, by which its 
property might, forcibly or fraudently, be extracted fromit.f 

But while the healthful operatidn of Governments is 
thus limited, their powers of producing evil dilate almoat 
into infinity. They cannot create a blade of grass, hot 
they can desolate the Universe; and it is from this coasi- 
deration we ascribe to them as virtue, the evils they for- 
bear to create. , 

It would be endless to institute a comparison betwixt 
the American system and other forms of Government, 
upon every item of calamity Governments are capable of 
producing; one however, may be selected, because it is 
either the cause or consequence of all others ; and of itself 
fully expresses by its increase or diminution, the essentiai 
' nature of Political Sy^ems : it is Want.| 

"^ The Habeas Corpus act vras never suspended daring the 
late war. 

+ Any body of men having a powerfnl interest in deceiving a 
nation, will probably in the long run. deceive it; and since 
there is scarcely any limit to hnman credulity, a system of fraud 
once be^iin. will be even more niinous than one of simple op- 
pression, because good-vrill in the former case, will re-produce 
the food of the vulture* which preys upon it. 

t Want is politically the reverse of political happiness : the 
lack of a s^gicient maintenance for each individuai and his fa>- 
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Row far is want attributable to Goyerament ? 

Man 18 stimulated both by reason and instinct to seek 
his own happiness, and this tendency, prpvided it be not 
exercised to the injury of others,^ allowed to be laudable. 
Whatever checks it must therefore be evil, and« as refer- 
able to human agency, blameable. 

' Considered with respect to its political happiness or 
misery, society may be supposed to exist under the fol- 
lowing forms. 

1. A Community may be planted on a soil capable of 
feeding but a part of its numbers^ or in a pestilential at- 
mosphere, or on the crater of a volcaoa It is evident 
that in all these cases, misery must ensue, whatever might 
lie the form of Government, because the obstacles to 
publick happiness are natural, and therefore unavoid- 
able. 

2. It may be settled in a fertile country, but have in- 
creased lieyond any possible increase of the fecundity 
of the soil. Here too. Nature bars the efforts of human 
interference, as effectually as in the former cases. 

3. Suppose it however fixed on a territory capable of 
supporting more than its present numbers, and yet a 
ku^e portion of these suffering from want,^ bow far 
^ould Government in this instance, be chargeable with 
crushing or paralysing the universal tendency towards 

mily. In the extreme it annihilates personal freedom, since it 
Is immaterial whether the laws deprive a man of bis liberty, or 
whether his poverty denies him the means of redress, should It 
be taken from hiui illegally. 

* The United States themselves present a curious illustra- 
tion of this case. There exists in several Stated a body of 
men, constituting a majority of the population in many dis- 
tricts, who labour constantly, and yet never procure beyond 
tiie coarsest food, by which their bodily strength may be sup- 
ported, without a single additional comfort. This cannot pro- 
ceed from a redundancy of popoJat ion, since every year new 
townships are erected in these states and new villages built ; 
nor from the poverty of the soil, for their labour furnishes 
others with luxuries ; but they are slaves, that is, they pos- 
sess nothing and their masters ail. But were the social edi- 
Hce dissolved and rebuilt by physical force, would the result 
be the same ? Evidently not, for one master is no£ equal In 
strength to 50 pr 100 slaves. The inequality, thereforef and 
consequent misery are the work of Goverument. 

42 
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liappltiMB? To 'answer this questioii, we fkrast refer to 
the €mi9e oTthe evil <»miplaiaed of. Why do some waot, 
when Natore would yield eoough for all 7 

A defieiency of indfvidiial exert ton Is the isatise itt 
some feif instances, but, onless artificially obstructed, 
self-loTe is on the average abandantly sufficient to excite 
to self gratification. Tl^re are few men, who If placed 
on 8 desert island, wouki rather' starve than Worit ; few 
who having obtained the necessaries, would not purchase 
by toil some of the comforts of existence. The cause 
must therefore be something insurmountable by human 
industry. Let us assume the case of a slave. 

Wli^ are the labours of a slave insufficient to procure 
his happiness f Because he labours for another, who, ae* 
loated by self-interest, will yield him no more of the pro- 
duct of his toil, than barely suffices to preserve him In a 
condition fit to continue it. 

Grant him his freedom, would his situation be bettered 
by h ? If his quondam masters continued absolute lords 
of the whole soil, and this monopoly were secured to 
them by power, ctearly not. He would be forced to re- 
ceive the minimum of i^bsistence as before. The proxi- 
mate cause of his cHstress would be accumulation of ptp- 
pertyin the bands of a governing class, but the efiective 
cause would be the law or system of Government, by 
which this accumulation was created and maintained. 

Wherever the feudal system existed, accumulation was 
effiscted by laws of primogeniture, entails, escheats, and 
forfeitures, which^ with the aid of Ecclesiastical fraad» 
divided the property of each state, betwixt the King, 
Lords, and Church, leaving for the people^s share, Itt 
hour and oppression. When feudalism decayed, it left 
social institutions so constructed, as to afibrd a fit basis 
fbr. the modem substitutioD by w(iicb accumulation is stM 
preserved^ Taxation.* 

* Taxation has been said to divide instead of accnmnlatinc. 
Suppose a nation to raise /M),000/K)0/. annually in taxes, rt 
is evident such an imposition goes to divide as far as the 
payers are concerned, for no accumulation can take place 
without a co-extensive division; but what Is the case with 
regard to the receivers? It cannot be said, that the whole 
sum is divided among the contributors, for then why raise 
it ? It must therefore be divided among a less number, and 
this is aceamulation. It is true the soil may ostensil^iy con- 
tinue in the same hands ; but as long as the occupiers yieM 
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The Aneriean system, Aot being foaoded upon feudal 
principles, rejects the law of primogeni^re common to 
European Governments, and having sufpected taxation 
to National Sovereignty, leaves accumulation to the na- 
tural order of events, by which it is alternatefy repro- 
duced and destroyed. 

. Men are born unequal in strength, talents, and api»li- 
•ation : their success in life is consequently unequal : on« 
man rises into affluence, another subsides into poverty. 
But moral qualities are not inheritable : the active and 
skilful father is succeeded by an indolent or weak son» 
and vice versa. Thus accumulation perfietually alternates 
.with division, and the general level of sociebr is no 
more destroyed than is that of the ocean, by thi billowi 
which swell and subside upon its surface. 

Would not this system, in any other country but Ameri- 
ca, produce misery, by removing all checks to a supera- 
bundant increase of population, and thus render the con- 
dition of society worse generally than before ? Perhaps 
it would : perhaps too, nature may have rem^ies in stpre, 
when the occasion shall require them : in either cas« 
governments which create inequality, and consequent 
misery, by law, are not justifiable ; first, because it is 
contrary to reason to substitute a positive for a possible 
evil^ secondly, because they have in no case been em- 
powered to sacrifice the present generation to posterity ; 
ihirdly, because in doing so they consider neither the 
present generation nor posterity, but are actuated by 
self-interest only, according to which they substitute the 
increase of their own power for the general good. 



SECTION V. 
CONCLUSIONS. 



I have thus far touched upon the general principles 
and most striking efiects of the American system. 

the chitfpart of their product in taxes, they are no other than 
cultivators or FiUani for the benefit of the receivers. They 
may be treated with indalgence te render their services more 
profitable, or with harshness, lest they should acquire courage 
to resist, or sagacity to escape. The mode of their treatment 
18 mdiflerent to the fact. 
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With respecl to its relative vahie, and to tlie advaoce- 
ment it may be considered as liaviog made in the science 
of politicks, there will probably exist much diversity of 
opinion, but none, I think, ar to its utility with reference 
to the American people, ^t has survived the tender 
period of infancy, and outlived the proph^ies of its 
downfall.'" By the triumi>h of the Democratick party, 
its principles have been fostered into maturity, and their 
application illustrated by experience. It has borne the 
nation triumphantly through a period of domestick diffi< 
eulty, and external danger ; it has been found service- 
able both in peace and war, and may well claim from 
the nation it has saved, and honoured, the votive bene* 
diction of ^ Esto perpetma.^ 

* I allude to Mr. Ames* Eraay **On the Dangers of Ameri- 
can Liberty,** written in 1805. Fisher Ames was the Burke 
of America. With an understanding vigorous, and highly 
cultivated, he had the «arae vividness of imagination, onited 
with acute, it might almost be said, morbid sensibility. He , 
saw objects dimly, through the medium of discoloured feel- 
ins^, but his brilliant and heated fancy supplied the defi- 
ciencies of reality, tilt he i<!t»rted at the pbantastick crea- 
tions of bis own eloquence. The French Revolution had doal>t* 
less its admirers in America, and where political feelings 
^now no restraint, the expression of them wil^ go even l>e- 
yond the truth. There might be individuals tOo, whose 
proper element was confusion, and who would therefore have 
ria Uy raised a tempest they hoped to govern, but to revo- 
niMonize a nation by speeches and newspapers, is a project 
incompatible with the known laws of human nature. Civil 
commotions can be raised by suffering only, and by suffering 
of a very intense kind.* Men will not hazard a comfortable 
existence for the sake of metaphysical doctrines, which pro- 
mise them no advantages they are not already possessed of; 
yet Mr. Ames assumes in his writings a possibility of this 
kind, and labours to shew how a few knaves may turn a hap- 

Sy peonle topsy-turvy. As might t>e expected, the contrast 
etwixt his facts, and his infermcet, is ludicrously striking. 
Time has amply shewn the inanity of those gloomy fbrebodings, 
which too probably weigiied on his own distempered spirit, 
and accelerated the close of a career adorned with the exhi- 
bition of !«plendid talents, and directed by the purest feelings 
of virtue and patriotism. 

TBB Eiro. 
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